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Woit-ch itir our
art-ide on how
-to look o[pt-er

Lizards —
com’ing
Soon /

2
Welcome to Nature Notes for 1976! Already we have

two prize-winning letters for this issue - so keep on

writing to us and sending questions, suggestions, projects,

news, hlack-ink sketches, complaints etc. uj'a.

Roherl Rohertson also sent us a sketch

with his interesting letter headed:
To Nokjre NoVes.

dad

cand

beg
Op pape_r Lxiasps.
round Qind C-aue-red

Toclcs

golf clubs
Inssde. Pbe.

nesi-

uJac

UitPk

Ujbic_b

I* he.

ge_P hisiouJe.nh

whckV o

m
‘3b MAKE WAY FOR WIZl

It was the 11th January 1976, when

we found Wiz, now my pet Blue-tongued

/
Surprise.

he pound -f(r-

Mum, my younger brother Stuart,TK^ lizard,

and I were grubbing out thistles and blackberries for my

and Grandad who live at Gippsland Lakes around the

r\&sh

Nanna

hill which leads down to the lake,

thistle and was hacking it to pieces when I saw what

looked like a lizard’s tail poking out of the long grass.

fsne piec.es op vUoocj pulp
PeJ-ols . On

hop u. as o neof s>ho|R.

Fro

I was up to my last
loo kejci

She poked it with her

Mum blocked him with

I wasn’t so sure so I called Mum.

A
Dooskin.Lioone

spade and it started to run away,

a fast right hander with her spade while I closed in on

him, caught him, and took him up to the house where we

were staying.

Wiz used to weigh 0.45 kilograms and measure 33cm.

He now measures 35cm and weighs 0.53kg»

in a lavish-style home with 3 meals a day complete with

His diet is meat, chocolate cake, vegetables,

bread, apple, lambs’

Wiz has been eating out of my hand

I will soon be letting him go in the

Wiz now lives

water.

small bones, ants, ants’ eggs, tuna,

fry and leftovers.

1/2/76.since

garden.
Robert Robertson, 6B.
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Here are some interesting pictures and questions wMch
might get you started on "fishing" for some more facts
about these strange creatures,.

This ugly customer is
a Porcupine Pish,

many other fish are
there that have the

ft name of another

animal as part of
their own name?

^ How is this fish
^ different in the way
f it defends itself to

the fish below?

Our cover picture may have reminded you of "Jaws

but really the Dolphin is quite a different kettle

of fish to the shark. Very intelligent, playful

and seeming to be always half grinning, the

Dolphin has become one of the most popular and

\i ^ "teachable" animals, leaping to great heights in
Marinelands all around the world, (Sadly, it has

been reported that some countries are teaching

Dolphins to act as * living torpedoes’ - carrying

high explosives into enemy shipsi)

Dolphins are known to scare off sharks and even

batter them to death by "nose-butting" them.

When it comes to humans however, the Dolphin is

as gentle as a lamb. There have been cases where

drowning humans have been rescued by a Dolphin

pushing them to xhe surface and onto dry land.

This is because the instinctive first act of the

m,other Dolphin after she has given birth to her

oaby is to push it to the surface so that it can

breathe, and apparently the struggling gasps of

a drowning man must prompt the same reaction

from the parent Dolphin!
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Because of the

way the Dugong
sits up, sailors
used to think it

was a mermaid.

As you can see,
\ they were in
f for a big shock

^ as they got closerl

ui

5 This mammal of the sea is a

Dugong or a Sea Cow.
many other mammals of the sea

can you

name? /

How
T3
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Perhaps some of you may have
trodden on this next slippery
customer whilst swimming! —>
Why does the flounder
have both eyes on the
same side of the head?

Luckily, Electric Eels
aren’t common,

do they get their electric
power from?(Batteries|?)
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^?c^fR: Dolphins someHmts colleef fbrpoises.
are similar,b«^ Porpoises have a rowndeiT

heaoi , shor ter snout don't live in the
Hem'tspKere.
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7Shells

Molluscs
\BIVALVES (= two shells) L'l^Qirient

6
This group includes all the "purse

shells, like mussels, scallops,

They are joined
A large number of the animals you find at the beach

are Molluscs» The word mollusc comes from the Latin word

meaning "soft" - which seems a strange description for

shells'! There is a very good reason for it however, when

you think of the animal that lives inside the shell (and

not all molluscs have shells anyway!) Compared with

animals which have bony skeletons (like mammals) or

insects and crustaceans (which have'armour plating*)? the

AJiolluscs like slugs and snails are really quite soft.

There are four main groups of molluscs in Australia:

iliese are the one-shelled molluscs,

like limpets, garden & sea snails,

cowries and cone shells? and the

molluscs such as land & sea slugs

which have no outside shell at all.

oysters and clams,

by a ligament and opened and closed

by a muscle inside.
c«

Pv& gofr ^
‘ mussels^ ioof
—J must be

Q gosbropod
and a b'lValvei

V '

'
/ /

/
MUSSEL

I SCALLOP

CEPHALOPODS (=*head footedO Inside shed

These creatures have no external

shells but hard "beaks" and/or

inside shells. For example, the

"bones" of cuttlefish are very

common on our surf beaches. Also

in this group are squids and

octopuses (or is it octopii?)
CuttJefi'sh "shell
(good for "Budgies
8. Canaries to peck abj

.1 '

Cephalopo<As
propel ed c»jet of

water.

are

^ shells. 7i

Foot,

\CHITONS

com-SHELL
Covered and protected by 8 interlocking

shells, these animals are like limpets

in their ability to clamp down on rocks

Don't try and lift them

when they do - you'll only break them,
prom above

m
when disturbed.

Starfish and Sea Urchins m e W0T Mailuscs ^
sk«r^). Bnd out whaf you

'Mimlkmk



.WdlUyllfofnbai: dt the deach^DO YOU PASS THE TEST?

iVftLLY IS ●PRACTICING FbK
SURVIVAL CERTIFICA'S'E 		

A lot lias been said

about the danger of sharks

at the beach this sumner.

Ti’s a pit3^ that more

’'asn't said about the

ireater dangers of driving

GO the beach and of

nolluting the beach with

lUbbish, bronen glass and

w about you?

rd «>

rr.

fffii

1

t*M»**l

NOT HaVlH« S£BN ts <^U3T£.
EMOOYING HiHS&LF	

\cute
‘1/

J '
- I'k.’lans..

1- you -

make it hara for your

nu-m or o.a.; to /e '■.y

,g noisy?

drop your empty can

wherever you happen to

finish it?

I*

^5
Swim ftJisPtr

br-

flND HE CONTIfsiUES UK£ MILLIONS

OF CSTHER A«.JSTRaUAPiS ON OUR BEACHES
THIS year/ ^

d. Ijfi✓

I

AM A
Py''C

We wouy like lot’s of chiWren Fojoih our
friends sfi hhe C.U.T.E ora«5^n’/z^hon fo

k.fcp f-he heac^-\cs r^\ean aiAd beauhfo for
rhe sea crar^lum^ a\inA ^he swimmers .
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Long-horned
3rosshopper.The Gum-leaf Grasshopper is not only

found in Australia hut also occurs in

Eucalyptus forrestiana is quite

attractive with its large red

Perhaps you can

Color tf»ese

pictures lo.
(torrect colors
in brackets!)

America, where it is known hy the less

descriptive name of Katydid. Can you

find out what it eats? It is probably

best to observe it for a few hours and

then release it where you found it. ^

Whil-c

Plumed

Honeyeal^
(YeBow to

oli've 9pe«r^

squared gum-nuts,

find other eucalypts which have
C \

the gum-nut as the "showy" part

whilst others have "showy" flowers.

(Clear
Cshinu)

I

f/

Ovipositer
<egg layer)

What birds have you been observing?

showing 'ear'
op grasshopper. During the holidays some of

you may have visited a gold

fields area. Did you find

any quartz crystals? They

aren't common so they make

quite a 'treasure' worth

keeping. (Have you ever tried

making your own crystals by

dangling a thread in a saturated

solution of salt ?)

The white-plumed honeyeater or

is usually one of the

first honeyeaters girls and boys

At this time of year

"Greenie

recognise,

there may not be very many blossom

trees for them to visit and so they

(A pcrpecP dftuWe
coded cryshal
like ihis f
weighing S'S'SooS |
wias (bund in »
SrajilO ?may be seen collecting insects

^ from cracks and crevices in the
A bark and branches. Keep a bird

list and see which birds remain

with you all the year.

cngtuls—
iQ.

Salt-

fbrming
_ \

Wirilda wattle may now he found in

Keep a watch on these

plants to see when they do flower.

Is it possible to see wattles

'5'lowering all year round?

blossom.
(Bhghi-
onange —
whihe dots

aoDund edge
of wings-)

Monarch Butterfly : ^
Have you seen this butterfly? ^
Please do not try to catch it.

One was seen at Horsham on 5/2/76.

look up

NRIKSHTY Nm“ORE 'KcrmSf

Mistake, p<J3e
pMWjsk'in SOii?ineS'

(Yeltew

^ WiriMo iWflsfHe, green etaLves.)
(Acacia re+inodes)When did you see yours?

further information in your library. Monorch (or Wonderer)
BulLerfly.

iU
I
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The Gum
EMPEROR
MOTH

There are usually two "broods of caterpillar each year -

one in the Spring and one in Autumn,
Jo

01
2i>

THE SECOND BROOD IS

APPEARING NOW (March),

WATCH OUT EOR THEM*

r

o

z

By H J Lawry (JU

Eg0S of the Have you ever found eggs

laid in lines like this on

a gum leaf? They are the

eggs of the Gum Emperor

Moth.

o
Cwm Emperor

4^

C35
::33

When it is time for the

caterpillar to turn into a

moth (pupate), it "builds

itself a large, hard,

protective cocoon like the

one in the picture above.

2>

2

2
T3

S'
Removed from the cocoon

the pupa looks something

like this,

that the word

Latin for doll?

-n

2

It is called the Gum X

Did you know

pupa" is

m

IS!

Emperor Moth to distinguish

it from the other Emperor

Moths, It should not

be called the Emperor

Gum Moth as there is

really no species of

moth known purely as

"Gum" moths.

t) It When Winter is over this

beautiful adult moth emerges

and the cycle begins again.

\

Like to know more?

Look up:

Australian Insects

by Ko M^Keown, and
Australian Nature Studies

+ +
2 o

®(o)
rhe

Emperor
Gallop'll (or.

Z 5

+

70 "0

0©
A

by Dr, Leach.u U

2 e
Here is a picture of the Gum Emperor Caterpillar.

He has a green body and colorful*horns●,
5 oH D
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14,IF YOU HAVE READ THIS NATUEE NOTES CAREFULLY,

YOU SHOULD BE ABLE TO NAME EACH OF THE AiiTMALS

PICTTT^ED BELOW AND PUT THEIR NAIVlES IN THE RIGHT BOX.

NAME THE FISH

To find the correct name of these fish, alter one letter
in each case.

Cephi5ilopoc(5 ChitonsBiv«>i(vevSGctsti-opods
(o*- Un'ivolve^^ 1.1.

1.

1.

Z.z. 2.

3.

3.

A-
Mot MoKuscs
1.

Answers to puzzles are
hidden somewhere in this

I

magazine:

WHAT AM IT

Solve the clues and you have the answer.
The head of a doe,
The middle of a cow,
The tail of a pig.

coming soon!	 		
rgordeners’ piob y

each month 10

Nature Notesj

Do you save money by growing your own

vegetables? What is the weight of your

biggest pumkin? WATCH FOR THIS PLOT in N.N*
U

J
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PEMGUIN QllESHONS & ANSWER':, 	

aniitial 1s The Penguin?
They have feathers and lay eggs.

Where do Penqums live'?'
Penguins are found only in the Southern Hemisphere»
only ones that breed in Australia are the Fairy Penguins
which nest around the coast (south of lattitude 30 s,)
A well known spot to see the Fairy Penguins return to
their nests after a day®s fishing to feed their chicks,
is Summerland Beach at Phillip Island, Victoria^

nat do Fairy P8nguins eat?

What sort of

Penguins are birds»

The

iiil

fast underwater swimmers which
Even

Fairy Penguins are very
enables them to catch small fish and crustaceans,
the young chicks can swim quite well once they put to
sea - one is known to have_taken 39 days
to swim from Phillip ISo(ViCo) to
Kangaroo Is,(S.A.)2

you do if you find a
"ying

What do

Penauin covered in oi '6^'.

helpless on the : aach?
Unfortunately, with ships dumping oil
at sea this is happening more and

The Fisheries and Wildlifemore.

Department allows people to look
after penguins in this condition,
but they must be released when
they are able to swim. (Ring the ^
Department for advice.) Sand
rubbed into the feathers will

absorb some of the oil, and a
wash with a mild soap followe
by a good rub-down may help.
Feed the bird on fresh white-

bait - pushed well down the
throat. Hopefully, if we
treat these little visitors,

to our coastline well,

they will keep on wad^S^^i
up our beaches..;.;:t;ey:^»^^?^|p«f|(|

A .'

W

. V .

(or UWe)

penguin
y

i
■


