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Autumn - and many trees are dropping

their leaves for yet another

winter. Try making leaf prints using leaves

and carbon paper, stamp pads or paint and

^rollers. They say that no two snowflakes

^ are the same - I wonder if you could find
, two identical leaves?

We at Nature Notes are

^ sort of pleased to say

that we’ve had so many

orders this year that we’ve

run out of Vol.13ono,1.-twice’

LfL

ihe dreamers..

One of man’s best friends down

through the ages has been the Dorikey.
Patient, loyal, intelligent and very
willing to carry heavy loads, the DorJcey
has been used by people of all iiations all
over the world. The Donkey is particularly
suitable for dry, rocky and mountainous
country. The Donkey is very wise in the
path it chooses to tread, being careful not to go on
bridges that won't carry its weight or where snakes are

likely to be. This ability to think for itself has given
the Donkey the reputation amongst some less intelligent
and more impatient humans, of being stubborn. However,
despite our urdcind comments, the Donkey loves the company

of humans - axid particularly children.
The most famous donkey-ride happened nearly

2,000 years ago when Jesus of Nazareth rode a dorikey into
Jerusalem- to the cheers and palm-waving of the crowd.
Can you find out about other famous occasions when

dorikeys were used? Perhaps you have heard the story of
Simpson and his donkey?

S0METHING_F0R_Y0U_T0_D0 :

If you were to do a project on Donkeys then
these words would be useful -

Jack = male donkey. Jenny = female donkey.
Roan, Piebald, Skewbald = just some of the
many colors that donkeys come in.

Also, donkeys have been crossed with horses and
zebras, with whom they are very closely related. This
results in mules, hinnies and zeedonks.
cannot have babies themselves but they too have proved
most useful to man.

South America were very important in opening up those
countries, ''
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PLOT ARE YOU A VEGETABLE FREAK???

Well it is about time you became

Just think of all the money you could

save by planting these seeds NOW. (April)

PLANT SEEDS IN ROKS

iM Your GhRotN—thin
OUT THE Plants as
they ^ROVM.

one J

KoM^kts 3 Sfilrtajd\.j Y
TimriUjns g. SuH^ivs.

LiJttuxj2, g Qubim^e
TRY PLANTING THESE IN AN

“^OUTDOOR seeT> BET And
TRANSPLANT Then,WHEN THtY

GROW, \TSTO youR GARtsEN.
Mushrooms very tricky
LET U5 KNOW IF YoG WORK

OUT HOW TO GROW THEM /
(A Good experimene ToTRY^

5nai(~kit(er/
These animals

The mountain mules of .North and
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C^re oF itne Don!<ey
SOME POINTS OF THE DONKEY.by Ann Walker

Donkeys are relatively easy and economical to keepviding that a few important points are remembered.
The donkey is a native of hot, dry, arid regions. It can, and

does, thrive in semi-desert, or even desert conditions under
which horses would find survival difficult.

Donkeys do not need, or like, lush green clover pasture. In
fact, a few donkeys are actually allergic to clover which causes
a form of eczema in them. Donkeys prefer coarse, rough
herbage and, in fact, must have a certain amount of roughage
in their diet, in some ways they are more akin to goats than
horses in their eating habits and will brouse rather than graze.
They are inveterate nibblers of hedges, trees — and gates !
They like brambles, blackberries and rose prunings.

This does not mean that the donkey needs no grazing; to
keep healthy donkeys need adequate scope of roughish pasture.
An acre or so of poor bush type country is ideal.
Donkeys are fastidious. They must have access to really

clean drinking water and hate getting their dainty hooves
muddy. They must have adequate shelter from wind and rain.
The coat of the donkey does not “ lie ” in the same way as that
of the horse and does not appear to shed water as well. In the
absence of really good natural shelter in the form of hedges
and trees some sort of shed must be erected to which the

dcHikey has access at all times.
Salt licks should always be available and hay provided when

the pasture is short. A mixture of bran, carrots and apples
makes a good supplementary feed.
Donkeys should be treated for worms, as for horses, twice

yearly, and for lice in the spring and autumn.
Donkeys are affectionate and gregarious and need company

— particularly human company ! Do not expect a donkey to
keep happy and fit in a paddock on its own miles from any
where.
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Interested?
Anne Walker writes a regular donkey column in
"Rider" magazine - available at Newsagents.

You could write for information or to buy the

magazine "Donkey Digest" to the Rederal Honorary
Secretary of the Australian Donkey Breed Society:

Mrs. Jean Lingard,
Limberlost Lodge Donkey Stud,
Little Yarra Road,
Three Bridges, Vic

*You could go and see the donkeys at your local show ^
or at the Victorian Championship Show on Palm ‘
Sunday (April 11th) at the Lilydale Showgrounds,

if
rear 01

*
Knee

Cannon

if Coronet —Fetlock
3797. I● 5

hceiJsitor^
uielcome', Hotv dose are hiese narnts

bo (liT poiels of a herse ? diff;"rTTYces are bvav r4



I

O' ^

VMOVM \

a~Y'
i ^ (^REyvT.

\'r How Ct^n we Help"?^ He isr. poN KEYS
ics> AREi

mFire4 of everyone Fhinking
donkeys are sj-ubborn and

Jl BEAUTIRc?

Qct

DONKEYSV.

) vs/ooM l^ve >C

sfapi^?! ! leh ask Dr. S^beep B-A.
V

1 A

Forever!'si
\ )nMtdr h do\d '

RE-EXAH'NE

Your

ASS-uMPri ON 5!

o

*
Ff0(

'' I/..)
It

y

IT

rt4 ' /

/c:

IF YOU ARE A

MULE
THEN YOU RE

NO foolI

found m

.-■” Donkeys are ’'●._
'mHeHi^^jnf" ●.
and fbey
^re nof

slwbborh

ip properly
un^ershooci^

mtj teasearc^
.●●— they donY \.'
see why they
shool^sS juwp ove-v'

sowehkiny uuWem
■they can jwsl-^?s

eas\\^ wealk
^HTOund I

rubloi^VtThsy
rack (gallop

Oj^wVe <5|,i;iol<iy '.
and make.

exceilenf-

pebs... .-■■

^ well lets -bel!
people. /

1 p yoMcan m

I

vW\AUm0

toll
Then your

«■

is wonbey ..
a

HR

My"\
\

{

1.

1

]/)ead^iAarl-crs... ®fafer a\ RA.W-
●A

knd so Phe

animals of the
Proteck All
CowmiH’se vMere c^jble^ fo

defend fhe repuUPion
of one of kheir member'll

/7#Td^onteys oren’tA
the only an'iwqls thqp
^ire misuncierchood.
Read about tt>e
\hsect in this_
which lis
too!

1*1
\

0

#
<9

9

o«1
Q

76> nature notes April’76
^<feo ®ooe ®o®^<9 ®«= P<



Bushy Yafe gumnut. V
(^eucalyptus lehmanni;.}

Autumn is a time when we find

They have

Gumnuts are an interesting study.

Now that so many of our eucalypts

are grown in parks and gardens it is

possible to find the gumnuts of

many which occur naturally

many miles away.

Bushy Yate is one such tree.

It was originally collected

near Cape Riche in Western

Australia. The unusual gumnut

has its fruits fused together in

a more or less globular mass,

operculum, or cap, is long and finger-like.

many spiders,

hatched from eggs, grown,

and now are anxious to lay

Some of thesetheir own eggs,

eggs will survive and hatch

next spring.

The Golden-web spider is one of our

largest spiders,

large web of metres of silk, which is strong enough
to snare insects and even small birds,

provide food for the spider.

Qolder\ web

Spder.
It makes a very

These all

The

The white-faced heron is

often seen along the road-NGS TO L side or on shallow, water-

It feedslogged areas,

on frogs and lizards andMost people recognize the black field-,

cricket. In some areas it is regarded

as a pest because of its liking for ^
plants. "V
There is another cricket which we

don’t see very often (although we

hear a lot of them). The mole

cricket (brown in color) burrows

has wrongly been called

the "Blue Crane". The

true crane in Australia

is the Brolga.

through the ground where it feeds upon

Track one downthe roots of plants,

one evening (follow the noise and tread
Whi>e' f^ac^d

ti&rvn.Mole
Cripket

April.
softly) and examine the front legs -

they’re made Just right for digging. April. 9j
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Thi5 Is cffi^ ONLY letter' we r^ceivec

so far this rnont-h.... those 1Sc
stcunps must cost oto much/?

UNJIMBLE these vegetable names and then see if you can

use them to make up your own picture crossword.

(They are all vegetables that should be planted
in April - answers somewhere in Nature Notes.)
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Thanks \br writing Suzanne. » ^
It’s nice know somebody stHi Ufees us .to
(Your book pri^^ will caxnt soon.

14. Nature Notes Answers in your EncyclopaecU'ci /
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rd (ike yoM to meet
a friends of
mine. This is »
Bacchus - he’5

from the Grape-
Vine rToHn
ca etr pillAT et»^'(y-
(Di3 those wKiskersl}

This $
is Euca^
she's

prelty...

f

(prcltj

and a gum
Bmperor Moth
Ca^eepi(Ia/'.
Bacchus Ufees
vine (eaves cinc

Euca (jDv-es gum
(jsaves, BUT.....

I jush can't
wait till
I can

^ .. that most of us '-
wher\ weVe become moths crT bulter-
f(ies “■ (jv€ on nectar, affhough
sorOe of us don't eat anufh/ng/

We just Lay our eggs Si kick the bucket. .
fly./


