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We received this answer to our mushroom question:
● ●

How to Grow Mushrooms„

There is a cheaper way of growing mushrooms

than "buying mushroom spores,

to throw down peelings from mushrooms and

cover the area with stable manure.

Soon you will have some

Lizards are reptiles which usually have visible
limbs, eye-lids, and a conspicuous external ear,
of them lay eggs, and none of the Australian lizards is
venomous. Unfortunately
people are afraid of them,
of Australian lizards.

GECKOES: are quaint little lizards with soft bodies
and no overlapping scales,
toes with suction pads on the toes, which enable them
to climb smooth surfaces,

under bark of trees where they feed on insects,

SHAKE LIZARDS (or legless lizards): have no true legs,
forelegs are absent and hind legs are reduced to small
flaps,
ground.

Make q spore paterf)
by placing a oiush-
roonn(ov toads boot)
gill-Side down on
Q pkce op blotb'na
paper. (Break off we
sbern first!) Leuv/e

■ ■ Millfens of

' spores.

Most
The secret is

many are killed because
There are five families

You then

water regularly,

little mushrooms poking out of the ground.

It is true because I’ve tried it.

overnight. Most have simple clawed

They are commonly found

Stuart Robertson, Grade 4»

They live amongst the grass and burrow in the
Another name for them is "Slow-worm".

DRAGON LIZARDS: are ornamented with spines and frills.
Some species can run on their hind legs;
to protect themselves by looking fierce.
Dragon is quite common and is covered with rough pro
tuberances,

skin around its neck but is harmless and feeds mainly
on insects and flowers.

MONITORS:

others try
The Bearded

6. Mushroom
WiHi ripe
spores.

/{..Buttons S’. Skin
break breaks.

surface.

2.Jhreacls S.Small

spread. buttons
grow.

l.Spones
put out
threads.

RIGHT ON Stuart! That is a good
W<m to grow '’'’mushies’’,
mn^rn************'

When frightened it raises the loose

toadstool....
because there isn’t
mush room insi'de/

must be a
_ these are our largest lizards.
is the best known and grows to 6 or 7 feet long.^
eats almost anything living or dead, such as eggs,
snakes, marsupials, lizards or birds.

The goanna
It

A TYPICAL AGARIC OR

SKINKS:GILLED FUNGUS. _ are lizards with smooth overlapping scales
which vary in length from 1 inch to nearly 2 feet.
The Blue Tongue lizard is fairly large. Its tongue
is a beautiful blue. It is harmless and feeds on

insects and soft plants. Most Skinks live under logs
or stones and some sever their long tails in order to
escape, , -

Gills or

Lamellae
Cap or Pileus

Torn pieces -—-
of a veil

Stem or

Stipe
Ring or Annalus By

PJ.C.

Rogans,Basal Cup
or Volva II, Mycelial

Threads

Z ●●●●*»●● Thorny Devil
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AND snu. MORE ABOUT 9 9

FEEDING: Lizards do not seem to get very tiungry on

cool days and when waking from hihernation in the

they may only eat twice a week.

spring

On very hot days they

have large appetites, eating perhaps half a small

banana at a time. It seems the hotter it becomes the

more active they are and the more they eat.

to eat snails and slugs, caterpillars

melted ice-cream, tinned cat meat,

vita-brits crushed in milk, eggs

poached or raw, banana, berries and

minced steak. However, if you are

They love

feeding lizards, don't force them to eat and don't leave

unwanted food around to be infected by blowflies,

a lizard is sick, it will know whether to eat or not.

(All animals

When

fnlly grown female bluetongues have

between 7 and 10 babies each summer,

rather than from eggs,

they are on their own - the mother does not feed them.

Immediately after they are born the mother turns around

to see that all is well as the babies have to bite through

the membrane bag in which it is born,

usually have only one (perhaps two) babies at a time -

but they are up to 12cm long at birthi

NOTE : Lizards make interesting pets - but unless you

have read a lot about them and look after them carefully,
it is better to let them go in the bush in their natural

surroundings.

They are born live

From the moment they are born
ave this wonderful instinct for self-

preservation. )
ALACK pIastic Hesfciw logs

Stumpytails
w©ams

Some of the things you^would need to look after lizards.
The black plastic absorbs the sun's heat - which is much

appreciated by cold-blooded animals.

GREAT li^d dnwings by Mrs.TrobflslcHi^^
—. [onotts by Mr.F.Rd^&Mr.I>.Wcr

\ and cflterptllcrs « ore by 5
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Matthew Davine of

Ringwood East sent

us this picture of

a flathead which

he caught off

Rosebud. It was 65cm

long and weighed about

2kg. Elathead make f

excellent eating and are easy to fillet, but

you have to be careful of the spikes in

the fin running down their back!

(Pi, ft.
r;
L

m:M

mMany of you will have

just planted your small

native tree which you

received from the Junior

Tree Lovers League. I

hope you are looking after

them and have planted

them in a suitable place.

Here are some of the

advantages of growing

AUSTRALIAN NATIVE PLANTS:

1. They are evergreen - your garden will never be bare.

2. They are hardy and suited to Australian conditions -

they can survive droughts and are easy to keep.

3o They attract native birds such as honeyeaters.

4. They don’t all just flower in the spring (see p.lO)

but it is possible to have a native garden with many

differently colored flowers in it all year round,

5, Many natives are quick-growing (such as some Melaleucas)

and provide shelter for other plants and flowers.

IF YOU want to know which trees attract certain birds

and when they flower and what color their flowers are,

then you’ll find it, and more, in the two books written

by F.J.C.Rogers (published by Nelson) :

Growing Australian Native Plants” and ’’Growing More

Australian Native Plants”.
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Nature Notes

?.0. lk)x 28

Ringwood East 9135-

Dear Sir,

3 Rallants versus 1 Red Backed Soiderl

On Monday 15/2/76 my teacher found a red backed solder
and .'ut it in the jar v/iti so ee eng sacks. ,7e noticed that
there were the reeaM'.s of some woodli.ce end bullants in its

nest. So the next; day e gut three vicious Ikillants in the

jar with the s'gider. The sgider sprayed some white liauid
over one of ;he Bullants but the ot-^er two uilled off two of

ehe spider’s logs : n.d now f-ie spider is dead. One of the

Bullants \,'as alive but it died two da^/s ago,
have a c’tance of '-mtehing the e g s?

an you tell us aiore aoout C'
female; is the male sLnilar to look
:>oisonous?

■light we still

r

e red.jack?

at?

●Ve had the

Is the male

( Ken O’Neill,
Crrade 5V

Croydon South Primary
School„
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(Also known as Jockey Spiders or latrodectus hasselti, the Red-back

spider is a close relative of the dreaded Black Widow Spider of

North America.)

The female Red-back Spider is one of three poisonous

Australian spiders and the only one likely to be

fo-und in Victoria. (The other two are the Sydney

Runnel-web and the little known Fiddleback,

which has only recently been shown to be

dangerous.) The female Red-back (pictured on

this page) has a body length of 10mm whereas

the male is only 4inm long, has 4 black bars on

a white body, and is completely harmless.

IR BITTEN BY A

RED-BACK.

The treatment is the

same as for a.snakeThe Red-back likes to breed in dark corners

bite.
particularly in old tins and boxes on rubbish

(So that's one good reason for having a 1. Keep as still, calm

and warm as possible.

(Running only.makes the

blood pump the poison

around your body

more quickly. ) ,i

2. Send for a il

doctor. I|
3. A tourniquet could be used-

talk this over with „

youjr teacher.'

heaps.

tidy yard?) feed on insects and sometimes even

small skinks (see p.3.) I

It is not known for certain how many people have died from Red-back

bites (at least 13 up to 1959), but it is wise to keep well away from

them when you see them. An Antivenene serum for treating bites has

been produced in Parkville, Victoria, and this has proved most effective

provided the patient is taken to a doctor quickly for treatment.

(Aren't we fortunate to live in the age of modern medicine.)

8 9
nature notes -/Way 7(



AUTUMN is a wonderful time

for flowers in the Aust¬

ralian hush. There is no

FVRINMAYdropping of leaves for

winter, but rather the

emergence of flowers to

attract honeyeaters.

Many Banksias begin to

1. BLOWERING BANKSIASflower now and continue 2o MUSHROOMS & OTHER EUNGI

(See p.2o)

4o SNAILS & SLUGS
until spring. Which of

Cube of ice3o BIRD MOVEMENTS
these can you find in

flower? Perhaps you have had your first

frost when ice has formed on

ponds - or the dog’s drinking

dish. You may like to try the

experiment illustrated.

Why does fog form in one bottle?

* Saw Banksia (Banksia
serrata) flowers Jan-Apr. A

* Hairpin Banksia
(Banksia spinulosa^

W(3rm Water u

SNAILS are not everybody’s
* Coast Banksia (Banksia

favorite animal but they do have

Haveintegrifolia)
their interesting points,

you ever examined closely how a

snail moves? (They are supposed

to be able to crawl over the edge

of a razor blade without getting

Did you know that on the

* Silver Banksia Banksia

marginata)

THE KANGAROO APPLE

(Solanum aviculare) has

fruit which colors from
cut I

orange to almost red. The
right side under the shell themve. a

fruit is reported to be Sn«ii 3]^a.il has a small breathing hole?
0V€T a ^ ^

poisonous while green so Mnd here
We h«i/e a
worm....

a/ O
operhaps you shouldn’t

osample it! Flowers are
o

blue.
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At the present time a lot of Victoria is

beset by a plague of crickets - eating all

before them» Usually crickets have been

looked upon as a "good insect” - by legend

a bringer of good fortune = but our Western

District farmers wouldn't think this

Children often ask me what the strange
looking lumps or swellings on leaves

stems of plants are.

be covered in them.

or

Some trees seem to

These lumps are called

% galls and come in many shapes and sizes.

If you were to open one up you may find
it to be the home of some tiny insect

with tunnels running through it.

now as

they see their paddocks stripped,

Crickets are probably among the noisiest of insects but

have you ever wondered how they manage their songs?

Actually they sing by raising their wings and scratching

them one over the other so quickly that they become a blur.

The warmer the weather the faster the cricket will

and sing.

It

may be the home of the yoixng of a wasp or tiny fly or

some other microscopic insect. What happens is that an

insect may burrow into the leaf or stem to lay its eggs.

This in turn sets up an irritation in the affected part

of the plant causing it to swell up and form a protective
home for the creature inside. Keep

your eyes open for these interesting
forms of protection in nature.

move

With all crickets, grasshoppers and cicadas,

only the male of the species does the singing as the female

is quite voiceless. An old Greek dramatist Xenarchus

"Happy the cicadas* lives,

Dor they have voiceless wives".

No doubt in these days of Women's Lib man’
krkk kkkkkr'k'k^kkk kkrkirki^iK

No doubt you have often heard someone

called "a silly galah". This term of

derision, though common in "ockerdom",is

one I find rather hard to understand.

There would be few more beautiful or

N&uVe got
gall

once wrotes

CAN YOU KIND 8 FISHES IN

THIS WORD STAIRCASE ? ? ?
m

would disagree.

Hear, hear/^
> FWtM Cocky ^

L a R L

o]tF^
u FfFfP

A M
A P A

y K s B AS H S N/
r oiydjne"

^wniNwan ,
iHOWNiasS

STjj.few/7fawdyci
NywFJLwnM/dswM

>myms/

T E R f\ C H
A N UK B OB

more t5rpically Australian sights than a

flock of galahs wheeling in union =

pink and grey flashing in the sunI

H Gireat big boks
atl over

V AMskaWal ^
yoM get wheiTu^

an elepnant wHh ^
V

12 BRiddle sertt to us
by katy/
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NFUESr'”"" Th^' nympJx nacuMxXlc5U<s
nwthMvi o-p Its Lou>C4^
LL[l” is hin^e^i oncC U U/££<£
ta sA-of. ufL Us jnt^.
\j\I'aui foicUci , it is (aJ^ cl-
nicLsk. cov^A'Un^ cfKe. nnouAh.
OTninUteiu — UJul a [juxit

DMA H. J. Lawry eye
bu

/fe I told yoM last month....
p^q(e dragonf^U^

Ijoiys hexA eggs la.
sLctS C/Uxb

i OTb /J?

I*

ifi ari^ fork!‘vv

^7/
I

\«—^Lip’
' (mandible)

extended
tn catch

!
y/stTo?^

ry\ I Vf
Wo.c

f From. tKjL eggs tuvo)
tujm^ihs cnr ’■‘rruAcl -

I
w
71

mask’ in

place - cov^/ring mouth.
"5"

IV
O

/
o

’^ninqe

●A‘Looks like a ^

grasshopper go^
wron3 to ti\e-f /

/

. - , j Wow! Nymphs ore Ukx jet-pro
^orU:-md- Ujadjurs!

)

...The nuAji-exjes hccLt la. thje mxioL
at the Lrottoirb of tKe foxrcri err strtcun^
pe^ctmg OTL sxncuU oreaUbure^ fim orve.
ov- trurre ijear5.

Herw do theej get curmmd
UaoLe. Jc>e?

Aptxr aimvbt a gecu^, (ftcrLAg
ucKacK tune the agngiA. groixcs
logger oW. BfOOER
thx cfbuxL-ejge. cUmJjs txr thjL
Sorfhce , hxs uglg shsAi Sfi^tts

cuocC cru^ ctouAris thjt

;
cs.

5

4,/;

Ttwg busz CK. farm, of ^
jet jfbrrrfaAls^Lori fr
^'ogu.ol nooi/eme^it:

tKrh^K. tfxjz. unxter

crjim.

(K-OjU/fci/fuX I>ra,jan.i^^.
DragonfLui6 caXdo iASJrots o6
thjegi — orul so- ttueg aeeot huge
eges to sex. exXt armneC. IKn^ cxXsxr
\\aiat turo- uruigs liifUL. cl (opXorte
oncC or-e (>erg ocr<hm>tic fleers.

Bg thi Lvcuj — urhxU: cLcr uou^ krumr
exAnut DafyLseCftbe^ cuiol Maxjfluis'p

VX3~r

r

Old! Water is drwAwn A
ttwaqh -the gills and fbnoed
oat^rtirWi -Hie rectum—

-iVuis propelling the nymph
forwards.

it empty
sheU.

/ hift
behind.

C3) cq^ll«’

15



PUZZLES
(Answers hidden in Nature Notes=)TWO-IN-ONES_:

LTIEORNRIER

(Take away the cat & leave the dog. ) ?i||
ESHAMRUK

(Take away the bird & leave the fish.)
WHUNATSMASNP

(Take away the insect & leave the spider.)
DAWEAETODITLIE

(Take away the flower & leave the tree.)

: h

☆

S B U
ANIMAL, VEGETABLE. AND MINERAL

Taking one letter from each group of three and working
from top to bottom, see if you can find: i, the name of an
animal (beginning with B); ii, a vegetable (beginning with
S); and iii, a mineral ore (beginning with U). They are all
seven-letter words.

U R P

THE CATERPILLAR PUZZLE

Here Is a caterpillar with his name

spelt out clearly on him. How many
words can you make from

the letters In his name?

P
/ IVI^

iC A i A 1
\


