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e xecetvan ents snamer 40 e merwem s VIORE ABOUT LIZARDS. .

How to Grow Mushrooms. ¥ Idea.! 44
Thiere is  chesper wey of groving mskroons |Mekeqsprepdural |, Diserds sre reptiles whioh ueually have visile |
than buying mushroom spores. The secret is vé%gé?gg&;gﬁj— of them lay eggs, and none of the Australian lizards is
2 il=cide d venomous. Unfortunately many are killed because
R T RS g'rgeeF%%gﬁﬁ people are afraid of them. There are five families
cover the area with stable manure. You then pope;(gﬁmkcﬂ’ e of Australian lizards.
water regularly. Soon you will have some sﬂmﬁﬁmﬂ)%&af; GECKOES: are quaint little lizards with soft bodies
. hr ki o R 4o overnight. spores. and no overlapping scales. Most have simple clawed
S sllE Rl Gs. BeLCUNE OUIgIe S S50 % DRY toes with suction pads on the toes, which enable them
It is true because I've tried it. @ éﬁ to climb smooth surfaces. They are commonly found
Stuart Robertson, Grade 4. AN | under bark of trees where they feed on insects.
SNAKE LIZARDS (or legless lizards): have no true legs.
1 1(’ N A Forelegs are absent and hind legs are reduced to small

flaps, They live amongst the grass and burrow in the
ground., Another name for them is "Slow-worm",

DRAGON LIZARDS: are ornamented with spines and frills,
sSome specles can run on their hind legs; others try
to protect themselves by looking fierce. The Bearded

Th Small Bultons 5.5Kin 6.Mushroom Dragon is quite common and is covered with rough pro-
tggo&ej 25 ren;a;{ds ?gugons “Jb?‘egtk breaks. Wwith ripe tuberances. When frightened it raises the loose
M ke p : grow. Surface. spores. skin around its neck but is harmless and feeds mainly

RIGHT ON Stuart! That is a good

y 4 on insects and flowers,
%;,5 AU(J—{! This must be a

W L o» " toads MONITORS: +these are our largest lizards. The goanna
V;“"i ;0*_9:_)\';[_ n;us*}.ne*s LA et 2 becaucég f‘%loeﬁi Sant is the best known and grows to 6 or 7 feet long. It
mush yvoom inside/ eats almost anything living or dead, such as eggs,

A TYPICAL AGARIC OR snakes, marsupials, lizards or birds.

GILLED FUNGUS.

SKINKS: are lizards with smooth overlapping scales

////,,/fim.; \. which vary in length from 1 inch to nearly 2 feet.
Cap or Pileus e ) Gills or The Blue Tongue lizard is fairly large. Its tongue
Lamellae is a beautiful blue, It is harmless and feeds on

insects and soft plants., Most Skinks live under logs
or stones and some sever their long tails in order to

,/,/,,—f”"' - escape.
Stem or

Porn pieces ———
of a veil

Ring or Annalus

Stipe
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AND STILL MORE ABOUT..  [|[[7//il ISP

cool days and when waking from hibernation in the spring
they may only eat twice a week. On very hot days they
have large appetites, eating perhaps half a small

Blue-fongue
Lizard & babies.

banana at a time. It seems the hotter it becomes the N N
»29B- ;:l.‘_:- :"_u =,
more active they are and the more they eat. They love /f;’;e-;"::':: K IR s
: . e A8 A sl S
to eat snails and slugs, caterpillars, Sk L AR D T S
: . e N O A g A e

melted ice-cream, tinned cat meat, oo el et M G

. . o o "l’a: -.“‘:’ .‘-'»‘ ™
vita-brits crushed in milk, eggs 0697:,,

poached or raw, banana, berries and
minced steak. However, if you are
feeding lizards, don't force them to eat and don't leave

unwanted food around to be infected by blowflies, When BABIES : Most fully grown female bluetongues have
8 lizard is sick, it will kmow whether to eat or not. be;;v;;;-"/ and 10 babies each summer. They are born live
(411 animals have this wonderful instinct for self- rather than from eggs. From the moment they are born
// Q fh“ Hollo I?reservation.) they are on their own - the mother does not feed them.
BhAck P'“ﬂc// \\ \WOgs Immediately after they are born the mother turns around
\¥\ to see that all is well as the babies have to bite through

the membrane bag in which it is born. Stumpytails
usually have only one (perhaps two) babies at a time -

but they are up to 12cm long at birth!
NOTE : Lizards make interesting pets - but unless you

have read a lot about them and look after them carefully,
it is better to let them go in the bush in their natural

‘c;eucr.s
'ﬁ,“
o A
’ Ececg .
Some of the things you would need to look after lizards.
The black plastic absorbs the sun's heat - which is much

4appreciated by ecold-blocdsd animals _&_@,f;’/

surroundings.
GREAT lizard drowings by Mrs. Prohasky,

ofes by M. F.Rogers & Mr.D.Dyer
and caterpillars 2 me by M.Dur?stan./




PLANTS

Many of you will have
just planted your small
native tree which you
received from the Junior
I
you are looking after

Tree Lovers League.
hope
them
them

Here

and have planted

in a suitable place.
are some of the
advantages of growing
AUSTRALIAN NATIVE PLANTS:
garden will never be bare.

are evergreen - your
are hardy and suited to Australian conditions -

can survive droughts and are easy to keep.

attract native birds such as honeyeaters.

They don't all just flower in the spring (see p.10)
but it is possible to have a native garden with many
differently colored flowers in it all year round.
Many natives are quick-growing (such as some Melaleucas)
and provide shelter for other plants and flowers.

IF YOU want to know which trees attract certain birds
and when they flower and what color their flowers are,
then you'll find it, and more, in the two books written
by F.J.C.Rogers (published by Nelson) :

"Growing Australian Native Plants" and "Growing More

Australian Native Plants",

5.

Matthew Davine of
Ringwood East sent

us this picture ofy
a flathead which
he céught off
Roseéud.
long and weighed about
2kg. Flathead make
excellent eating and are easy to fillet, but

It waé 65cm

you have to be careful of the spikes in
the fin running down their back!
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_ ‘ 26th llarch, 1976,
Nature votes
P.O.Box 28
Ringwood Hast 2153
Dear Sir

2 Bullants versus 1 Red 3acked Snider!

On llonday 15/2/76 ny tcacher found a red baclzed spider
and »ut it in the jar with sove e~ saciis. .Je noticed that
therc were the reaains of some woodlice =znd bullants in its
nest. 5o the next day .e »nut three vicious Bullants in the
Jar with the snhider, 'The s)ider ssrayed sone wiite liquid
over one of she Bullants but the other two sulled o:f two of
che spider's leps nd now the snider is dead. One of the
Bullants vas czlive but it died two days ago. light we still

have @ chance of hatching the e ©s?

Can you tell us more avout the redvack? We had the
female; 1s vhe mele sinilar to look at? Is the melle
yoisonous?

JK. Ken you len 0'Meill,
N Grade SV
arel Voavay }7; — ‘3.1 Vs 3
gi:jkﬁf% Bie] §I§ Croydon South Primary
: L. School.,



D-BACK SPIDERS.

(Also known as Jockey Spiders or Latrodectus hasselti, the Red-back
spider is a close relative of the dreaded Black Widow Spider of
North America.)
The female Red-back Spider is one of three poisonous

Australian spiders and the only one likely to be
found in Victoria. (The other two are the Sydney
Funnel-web and the little known Fiddleback,
which has only recently been shown to be

dangerous.) The female Red-back (pictured on
LEF BITTEN, BY A

RED—BACK. e 000
The treatment is the

this page) has a body length of 10mm whereas
the male is only 4mm long, has 4 black bars on

a white body, and is completely harmless.
same as for a snake

bite.
1. Keep as still, calm ,
and warm as possible. %,

(Running only .makes the \

The Red-back likes to breed in dark corners -
particularly in old tins and boxes on rubbish
heaps. (So that's one good reason for having a
tidy yard!) They feed on insects and sometimes even
small skinks (see p.3.)

It is not known for certain how many people have died from Red-back
bites (at least 13 up to 1959), but it is wise to keep well away from
them when you see them. An Antivenene serum for treating bites has
been produced in Parkville, Victoria, and this has proved most effective

provided the patient is taken to a doctor quickly for treatment.
(Aren't we fortunate to live in the age of modern medicine)

= aeTe

blood pump the poison

around your body A

more quickly,)
2. S5end for a
doctor.

3. A tourniquet could be used-
talk this over WILHL ..commmain
your teachery
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AUTUMN is a wonderful time
for flowers in the Aust-

ralian bush. There is no
dropping of leaves for
winter, but rather the
emergence of flowers to
attract honeyeaters.

Many Banksias begin to

R TR 1. FLOWERING BANKSIAS AR b Sl
.t' L il - o ° ’
et i RO 3. BIRD MOVEMENTS 4. SNAILS & SLUGS  Cube of ice
these can you find in siffing in neck..

flower? Perhaps you have had your first

* Saw Banksia (Banksia 5
serrata) flowers Jan-Apr., s

frost when ice has formed on =

ponds - or the dog's drinking
gyHairpin Banksia

. dish. You may like to try the
(Banksia spinulosa)

experiment illustrated.

Bl in one bottle?
Why does fog form 1 e

SNAILS are not everybody's
favorite animal but they do have

EA.
* Coast Banksia (Banksia
integrifolia)
* Silver Banksia (Banksia
: marginata)
<:]THE KANGAROO APPLE

(Solanum aviculare) has

their interesting points. Have
you ever examined closely how a
snail moves? (They are supposed
to be able to crawl over the edge

of a razor blade without getting
cut!) Did you know that on the
right side under the shell the

fruit which colors from
orange to almost red., The

fruit is reported to be

poisonous while green so

perhaps you shouldn't

sample it! Flowers are
blue.




THIS'N THAT &4t

Children often ask me what the strange
looking lumps or swellings on leaves or

At the present time a lot of Victoria is
beset by a plague of crickets - eating all
before them. Usually crickets have been
looked upon as a "good insect" - by legend

stems of plants are. Some trees seem to
be covered in them. These lumps are called

galls and come in many shapes and sizes.
a bringer of good fortune - but our Western ;

District farmers wouldn't think this now as
they see their paddocks stripped.
Crickets are probably among the noisiest of insects but

If you were to open one up you may find
. it to be the home of some tiny insect
with tunnels running through it. It

>~/ 4
may be the home of the young of a wasp or tiny fly or
have you ever wondered how they manage their songs?

Actually they sing by raising their wings and scratching
them one over the other so quickly that they become a blur.
The warmer the weather the faster the cricket will move

some other microscopic insect. What happens is that an
insect may burrow into the leaf or stem to lay its eggs.
This in turn sets up an irritation in the affected part

of the plant causing it to swell up and form a protective
and sing. With all crickets, grasshoppers and cicadas, home for the creature inside Keep

only the male of the species does the singing as the female your eyes open for these interesting

is quite voiceless. An 0ld Greek dramatist Xenarchus forms of protection in nature

CAN YOU FIND 8 FISHES IN
THIS WORD STAIRCASE ? ? °?

once wrote: "Happy the cicadas' lives,
For they have voiceless wives",
No doubt in these days of Women's Lib many would disagree.

No doubt you have often heard someone
called "a silly galah". This term of
derision, though common in "ockerdom",is

one I find rather hard to understand. Oy3dng
There would be few more beautiful or ﬁgb’:ﬁig
more typically Australian sights than a TLLYM /70a034%d

NYWSLNOH/JISYMm

SYYHS) NW3 13

dyardaL/Nor

flock of galahs wheeling in union -
1;! pink and grey flashing in the sun!



CONTINUVED ——\ /m nHm'ML has o moruelhous
eatl [ts lowesr
DRAGONFLIES oy | (BEEATEL,
As I told you last month.... to snap Wy s Wu& o
the. female diragenfly Wahéz folded , (ﬁ«\f o P%
s hes eqgs U m covering moutin G
L;%ts ©99 big mﬁdg (ke a bwlk n | ]
cut UH --- , ' | \h;nge
Nl S
extended

Looks like a
grass hopper gone
wrong to me'

'I ' ‘mask’ in : .
‘ A¢ ‘ place - covering mouth.
“ £ ~—hinge e
~The mudd-eyes hide un the mud o Nwhé i “"ef = pmm@
ot the lottom, of the pootl or stream, Loaders.

oV Mmove Yeass. yeow, j H“S:s
urh,wh tunmz ngnw\, rows >0 [
By (1w 90, Hey gger andl BICOERL fom/
’-‘f L mud - eye cbm\bs the >
< suxfaoe f'u.s ugly shell spdits ,
and owt crawls the = e
eat Draqon
Dmgm% cagoh%ts as hu J
\ oMW Ql\zd. SO d
m‘ffg'f’mi gifemg;f‘omrui tz:g Ft{;j see all around . 26;‘“513
ﬂ\us ropdhngr}m nymph have two wungs like a DU
P / left
Forwauds. and are vry am{m,tuc behind

g ; 15)




PUZZLES

TWO-IN-ONES : (Answers hidden in Nature Notes,__)

LT I"EQ R N*Ri1 E R

(Take away the cat & leave the dog.)
B-SyegA MR, U K

(Take away the bird & leave the fish.)
WHUNATSMASNP

(Take away the insect & leave the spider.)
P WER A B MOAD AE T e d B

(Take away the flower & leave the tree.)

X

ANIMAL, VEGETABLE, AND MINERAL

Taking one letter from each group of three and working
from top to bottom, see if you can find: i, the name of an
animal (beginning with B); ii, a vegetable (beginning with
S); and iii, a mineral ore (beginning with U). They are all

S

U

seven-letter words. F
N

?ﬁ? A

C

M

THE CATERPILLAR PUZZLE

Here Is a caterplillar with his name
spelt out clearly on him. How many
words can you make from
the letters in his name?

IT|IC|—|Z|—|Dlm
O|lri>|M|>|o|C




