
r

1
\

' /'

T55*^

"'=^s^B5isr\

rv?. r

v>

1<^
C3T?s«=s»=i»;

[ringw

^‘=>
■cSi>

<

1

, ',A'r

V
4. r '

V

if^
wV

\\

\ \

\4
% \

»f’. ■IT

I* \
i

P ^
t

U\*!.

■■}i.

>.<?● V

J



'1

The higgest letter of the month award must go to

Justin Higgs of Camden, New South Wales (who is
only 8 years oldl) He wrote us a very interesting

8 page letter about insects and medusa - complete

with illustrations„ Here is part of his letter:

Well at least we can’t complain

about not receiving enough letters

Here are just a few of

the many sent to us last month»

Keep it upS

any morSo

o.but take a closer look

and you will see they

are not less beautiful

than other insects»

From Tim Corr, grade 6c, Ringwood East„ ^

I would like to say some things about GRASSHOPPERS

for Nature Notes„ Grasshopper is the most common name

given to jumping insects. They have long back legs and

large thighs - which is why they can jump so far.

Some can jump 10 times as high as themselves and

20 times as long as themselves 1

he would be able to jump over a classroomo

/

over

If a boy could do this

Also they are interesting,

especially the robber fly.Grasshoppers have straight wings which are very
powerful. They normally only fly short distances but

can fly quite high in search for food. Most grasshoppers
are camouflaged

Hind k0s
. Winqs”

^Feeiers

Co\mpound

The body of the

grasshopper.
/Middle Thorax 1 ^

-Fbrele^r

Michelle Mitten of Greensborough writes:

legs Richard Sparham of grade 4, Croydon, writes;

ABOUT YABBIES.

Could you please print something

about shells because I am doing work on||
them at the moment.

Some Yabbies are called Marrons in Western Australia,

It is believed that

They are like

Yabbies can crawl over land,

their eggs are spread by waterbirds.

rabbits in that they burrow = and sometimes they cause
I Like all the cartoons you put

in a.id The things about insects and

plants Yabbies can be caught in waredamage to small dams,

nets, baited with meat and attached to a string

it is grabbed by the Yabby it is slowly drawn to the bank.

I like doing your puzzles

with the hidden answers in the book
WelPffier?s rio way^
leu’ll find file dfisweks
tViis time Mic^eife,because

hid them/ J/

When

"Page 2 ■
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I puS
bird enough
he does ffie ,
Wk-a'roU/)

S.Aftered or Metamorphic.
These rocks have been changed by heat or pressure»

For example, limestone under heat or pressure becomes

Marble, and Shale under great pressure becomes Slate -

that hard, grey, flakey rock that was used to write

on like a blackboard by school children

Just in case any of you have been

PET ROCKS’ (’?) we thought it would be

I
sucked in' to the

latest craze for t

good if you knew a little bit more about the 3 basic types

of rocks:-

years ago. —,

» ^1. lgneous.(
/Morhie

coktmns\
from ignis = fire)

These rocks have solidified from

r,
atvd.

\
y Sk&fiS.

j

Ash

molten lava and have crystals in

them.

-j>I

becOT3€-slimestone

(White, powdery)
Marble

(h\ojUj cotors_, hxxjrL wutlv cl bwoofccpwX
VejimuL irjpp-Uz l/l iC. PcrCesKfi^ wiXL &. u4X/ol

ooooooeooOooooooooooooooooooOooo

●O a

V’' La^
Eg. Granite (used for the

pylons of Sydney Harbor Bridge),

Basalt (or 'bluestone') and Pumice

A

Urt.)●V UL CL

Its

Fossils.
% 0

Most [osslLs are fuanci tr SecCimentor^ rocks.
They are the remaons of plants and anlmaLs
trapped betiheen two layers of roc(<.

Some
other

I 'finds.'
^ Strtkon.^ It
Kc-K ly fvnoUny golol '
get-vtsboriMj
otKir- tlwL05 La t(u CArtk
umrlk Utrkiny par-. Eg	

Crystals (W^k oc6
uv

● I

(a very light rock with holes in it.)
'^Coob and fbrrtvs small crustofe.

Volcanic- rock ■ Eg. Basalt ●

■-.Cods shwhj — fafye crgth^ts.Btutpnic ruck,
rock. Eg Granite .

~ smooH) wrth s*me larg« cryttaU.

Pi'“

iS
s:

JSark"print'' of
a fern.

ManHe

2. Sedimentary. These rocks are made up of layer
upon layer of parts of other rocks washed together by water

or blown by the wind. Gradually they get harder and they

may include fossils between their layers. Sedimentary

rocks with lumps of other rocks in them are called

Conglomerate (or 'Puddingstone') rocks. Pine mud and clay

make up Shale, whilst shells (which you can still see if

you look at limestone under a hand lens) make limestone

and chalk - over thousands of years of course. Coal is a

sedimentary rock made from plants which died millions of

'TnJjrlnJy^
Shell

or

Petr-Lfxzci urcrvrL ('lootf-way
IcfcwCiLfC Itrcvri ixruL rirok.)

a60oooosocao<

MogrULtetc (IrLcjyk)
(Mogixitak r-ocJfl) _

\\

years ago. Cbngbmerofce.-

Page 5.Styy/a;9 o
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THIS ’N’
^ROAK/ OW^
dear, I think

iVi f^y
O

Have you ever tried singing with your mcn.th shut?

Rather difficult I would think, but there is one group

of animals that can manage this and they are the

AMPHIBIANS - the frogs, toads and salamanders.

Amphibians are animals that spend at least part of their

lives in water and part on land.

Have you ever listened to a chorus of frogs?

loud bellow of xne bullfrog, the high chirp of the

cricket frog,

clicks, wheezes and grunts of the rest of the choir.

FRoGS MAKE MANY PCFFERENT KJOISES 	

Sailors of the 18th and 19th centuries loved to tell
tales

of the beautiful Mermaids they had
travelling in far off lands.

seen whilst

Clever Chinese salesmen
realized that this

was a great chance for making a quick
profit - if they could sell mummified Mermai'ds to the

European sailors,

is a picture of one
That is just what they did - and this

of them, (A baby Mermaid of course,
were very hard to catch,")

These Mermaids

The

because the fully grown ones

She groans, whistles, snores, barks,0^

A bab^
“mermcTid’

fetched very

^ high prices and
it was some time

1;.^ before curious

scientists in

one to prove the

i

/A Europe could get a close enough look at
whole thing was a hoax,

head, chest and arms had been

body of a fish and then dried and
Actually, it

They showed that a monkey's

skilfully sewn onto theZ Ja preserved with herbs'

probably the Eugong which started the
Mermaid myth, as this mammal sits

was

Most of them make their sounds when air is passed back

As it does so

This

up in a way not unlike

well, to a drunken sailor that is'
and forth from the mouth to the lungs,

the air vibra''"es vocal chords in the throat.
a Mermaid on a rock -

The Du0on^causes the throat to swell up like a balloon and act as

an echo chamber to magnify the sound. The echo chamber

serves as a sounding box. So you see our frog or toad

doesiTt really need to open his mouth to sing, just

as we don’t, neeu lu up a drum to make a loud noise.[ 1 h

., 6.



Wedge-tailed Eagles build a nest over

2 metres across - usually in the tops

of big trees. The female lays 2 (perhaps

3) white eggs in it between July and

September,

Eagles belong to a group of birds

known as Diurnal Birds of Prey,

This name simply means "daytime

hunters of meat", as distinct

from Nocturnal Birds of Prey

(eg. Owls) which hunt at night.

Other Diurnal Birds of Prey

Goshawks & Harriers

Buzzards

Eagles, Kites & Ealcons

Osprey Eagles

Condors

Vultures.

These last two groups of

birds do not occur

naturally in Australia -

Soaring high above the ground -

gliding for hours on the air currents

without moving a feather - old ’eagle-

eyes' is watching for the slightest

movement down below. A careless

animal out for a morning stroll

(most probably a rat

or a rabbit, very

rarely a weak

lamb) suddenly

becomes breakfast

for the silently

swooping eagle,

striking like lightning

from the sky. With

a beak like a meat-hook at

one end, telescopic vision

powerful wings and vice-like

claws, the eagle is beautifully

equipped for its job. A great

job it does for the farmer too,

killing many rodents and rabbits.

EAGLE
is not a

dirty word

include:

>C

what can you find out about

them? "Eagle is actually the

name given to large Hawks, so

sometimes you might hear the

Wedge-tail called an Eaglehawk,

Other Australian eagles include:

The Little Eagle

The White-breasted Sea Eagle

The Whistling Eagle.

Australia’s largest eagle is the

Wedge-tailed Eagle which can grow to

have a wing-span of over 3 metres.

It is one of the four largest eagles

in the world - the Monkey-eating

Eagle of the Philippines being the

largest„

closer to 2 metres however.

Notice the beak and claws - isn’t it just as

well that eagles don’t "dive-bomb" people /

like nesting magpies do sometimes!

too the "fingers

are masters of gliding.

Nice birdu.
Cam
HawksNotice

on the wing tips - eagles
SURVIVAL Magazine

(Qauld Leo9uejVrc.)
Coosml (i<»76)

has an artide on
The average wing-span is

Page Z ■
II
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nna
Meat eatir.g aijimals are the

equipped for attacking their prey.

^res that are oest

Can you name theseh Lm □
animals from the clues

* The insects that dig traps for ants to fall in

fishing fish" that has a built-in fishing

line and bait to catch its own food.

PYTHON

SNAILS

SLATERS

AECHER-

FISH

SKINKS

WASPS

SPIDERS

STICK-

INSECTS

TUETLES

Speaking of eagles swooping out of the sky reminds

of something that happened just the other day,

walking through the car-park minding my own business

when a squawking Magpie-lark ("Mudlark") attacked

It just flew straight at me and swooped at my head, I

don’t know whether it was because it saw its reflection

* 'i he II

me
I was

rod,

^ The insect that carries supplies of a chemical

that it injects into its prey to paralyse it.

its prey.

* The reptile that squeezes its prey to death,

Now see if you can give examples of animals that use

these iLethods of defence :-

Animals that

mei

* The fish that "shoots f!

in my bald spot - or perhaps it wanted to nest in my
curly locks - but I certainly got out of the way very
smartlyJ ?Hiich brings me to my topic of "Attack and

Australians are fortunate that the only
animal likely to attack and injure is the shark - and

perhaps some poorly trained dogs.

play dead".

* Animals that rely on camouflage only.

M

Defence".
EROG-

FISH
* Animals that carry their "castle" with them,

* Animals that Duild a retreat to hide in.
All our other ANGLER

FISH

POSSUMS

ANT-LION

Here are some possible
answers - but they’re

mixed up I

poisonous species (such as some snakes, spiders and

sea creatures) only inject their poison as a means of

defence o

* The reptile that leaves half of its body with its

attacker and runs ff with the restjn

So if we keep away from them there are no

problems.

But I wonder if you have ever looked at "Attack and

Defence" from an animals point of view?

suggestions which may help you to do a project on this
fascinating topic.

The Chcumei&crt.

Lizard, ia a. very

of attack (fcKjz.
hmy uuL coXcAjE/5 fmxi
omA defence

(Chcun_eU.on<5

coLrr to suui thjTr ^

UAe seme borracfenrs at the,
ek?i)

Here are some

FIRSTLY, let's divide the animal kingdom into 3
Eb.Lions, prau'mq mantids^

sharks^ eagieso

groups: is

CARNIVORES (flesh-eating)

HERBIVORES (plant-eating) ^3- Cows, giraffes, koalas.
Fbotu

OMNIVORES (eating both plants and flesh) Eg.Most hufoans,
^ possums. , Echuiv^cc vu!;Lpir-is.

C'.'rnmnft ('/uu/ticl- >'//

■9^Eui(X 'tl-, .
1.
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WINTM_G^5MING_N0™ - ty Mrs. Brodie

1. Make sure the ground is well drained.

2. Dig into your garden bed well rotted animal

and compost - also gives warmth and fertility.
3. Prune fruit trees, hydrangers and

Cut out dead wood and trim hedges and shrubs. "Mj

4o Protect lemon trees and other tender plants if

heavy frosts are likely. (Wrap the trunk in
old sacks.)

5. It's a bit late - but you could still plant —
broad beans, parsley, cabbages and cauliflowers.

6. Divide your strawberry and rhubarb plants.
7. Keep weeds under control.

^ pu -Hinsw youv^ appie cores, V€yetc(ble
pee(in9S and iav/r\ clippings out — MS€ tiiem again
by making c? ccnmpQst beap. plant

O ^ is excellent for digging into your garden.
It evenbuallg forms humus, and together wihin

^ ^drthwofms, helps lo ve^^ilAte and
soil i

what's it really mean?
■ JOID WET and DARK might well be the first three

manure

words that come into your head when you think about
winter. But have you ever tried measuring just HOW cold,
wet and dark it is? You may well find that winter is

roses.

HOT your wettest season for example,

to try at your school

Here are some ideas

Graphs
are ihe most interestyg
wtuj ot record, yoxer

. Eg.

Rsin GSUQ© your ounm

/ V-GiZZ—^ ^ turuce. a.
^ ^ ‘ ' / (jtoy it ouJc CAcJfv.

tunji!) txsdvg a nulXtrwAirC
nxlc,. IKsl toje of <x shUter-
slr\jL<d roof oi a. goW. sfUrt to

it — ObUr Ur cbumg
from, tr-ejis ! Youjt, roacuturemdnb
m<og rwrt agree urUto th. lA/e<uker
Bureau. — u)-kg rurt ?

1976
RAiNrALL,/ mm

/ V
/ /

?-

/
/ z*

Ur

6 lo
/

Jem - Ffe,b. War. Apr-

JUNE - bempfcratur^es.
°c

ShadowStick Zo

IS

IVKy is ots,
ytota.6 U/rt ur

. , WUibe^ CAverv

Lar^<i p.tce tharc
sp pixfxbr. rur ctruds'?

Stick

grovurvi. ^
CMjirr shoUfliv
U\^ eacii howr or

two.

10

Mmirourn

I Z 3 A- s-/ g <g lo I) IX.

your
ay ~to gel

* ubfvWbtUrn.,
ahxruA: ths. we.cutKji/r'
\U ot otvte ut tKz

* , wXclalu row^pcboer.

Hmm/ Looks Uke saweone’s
fUnng / )

Iseemtohov/^ >
That'sin ibr a $lo firve ^

(ifcbevmg. IT^pfir
mak€ good ccnftipQSfc( f

?<ta«n 3f

XLlOam' lost someof
tt>€ answers'.=sr->“‘

,V,e ^gv\eV
WALLY' Unoop,. ^Qjr

If 14 a. unjxio^ sno<low

|Tuait)Lrrb, co/u you
toKcUr a SujMurJwr

fv.c«tfceA~rv for tKa_
sojwsL pto.ee. >
tAjtjutol otrrk
..... Utoi,;

CAPITAL CITY
1 emperatures VJOfnBAT

ituftWA) otre. Melbourne ..
Bri.sbane .. .
●‘Sydney .. .,
( anberra .. ’
Hobart ..
Darwin .. .. ]
Adelaide .. ’ '
Perth

18

.. . 22 16
07

IV
15 1
13
31 18

17 Jl
21 liL

T^ge 12.. Nature Nafcefi^JufieWfe ● * *

Thgeia.



Aiaim I. Greek for river Worse.

2. A huge atnimal I
I 3. The f^:^sf-esF ca\'-

4 A 0rc9ceFul AnFelope.
5. This bir^ |i::?ys the.

l^^rgesF e^gs in j-he worW.

TOWl

DirecHory is being or^aru-zeck .
Echii^nc^s ^are collechng n^t^es...

Three

/●mi ^ i
sy

2.-;e
Oh No I Wave

lisVe<^ wme m

ftfim'ilg groups'.

Vvnni ■ ^ow otre

bot-h wrong! 1 have
9roupe<a! wine by
the areas> iwhich

|-heg 1 ive 1!

\ h^ve h^Yed h K

Iph^helicaliij
Pheiv w! 3.mi :

lAlki^F a ® ●

4-i G »»
job! members of the

0““ kanqaroo family

8®*a“ The sm^illesf' member : i ( ●

/ being from 10" b )8"high. "^y^aroo
^ The largesh of^ll

marsiAp\A\s b fhe

This ktangc^roo is nof :
g^own<r^ c^weller,,, '■

0 ®

5-:-o

» e ®o©
0 ®

® ® ® 9 « ®

A

Which way woub be
besf f-o organize fhe
dircctori^? Solve Hoe ●
puzzles^ Moen decide ! !

You 11 hay& b cbar^e! OH YES You WL!WILL NOT !
k<«hy<5}roo

a
® ® ® ® ® ®

koingc^roo
>“e This liM-)e fellow h^qs .a poinFe^d

Snouh c\v\ci shorf round

'if lives alon<^ the E^asf t S>ou-Hi
coast of Tasn^an i^ ...

* * ®
€>

e^rs ,

4NIMALS
I -:A

^ ;b i i

I- h"death\i^"s>nake° ®
2. A doineing bir«?l .
3- A deserl-

4-. Wild Ausfr^^liis^ni Dogs.
5. Three of fhese ^animc^ls

Work for -fhc P.A-W organizcafioni!
6. A sly I .

3 -C ; :

atrwmal .

S : E

6 ; F :

■Rage *4' _____ 7 The second l^rgesf repf’ie. .
gn yfu going, righh through
hoe alphabet f Write dues as

J
i

Rige 15/
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Hidden in this treasure chest word

.staircase are the names of at least

15 minerals - most of them gems and

The words startprecious stones»

with the heavily printed letters -

except for the ones that make the

word silver, which is ,tp show you

how hard some of them are to find I

TREASURE
CHE5T/.i*.

Fbncy
fh'inkiOQ recks
vcjfuaB\e! Anis

^tTJj (
R.vC]h‘
L D f<5SI^

AJ P5
v.#-

a are

are much more

usefW/ I t+iinK
I. ru start an
PN Antv Rock

A r EE

L0 o o
4^;

A APN ZA R

M Oi .M E ST OF group.
Oo

NB £ RR H DU

My first is in heak

but not in book,

My next is in feather

but not in chookt

My third is in

bolt not in filly,

My fourth is in claw

and twice in silly!

My last is my first -

and by farmer

Whoif ar)'mals Md
iann'ibal cross the flips
jOlth?
What aa'if^di did

RichardM call for in ffle
niddle Cif the BatHe of
B>oS worth T
,What animal did K'mp
john of ^tiphnd d<e

eafne^ boo niuch offrm

I’m

hi ^


