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NB: Don’t in anyway fou
\&-o?z go too near the nest 01"/
there won't be a halthing !

The coming of spring in the Australian
bush is not nearly as noticable as it
is in colder climates where everything
seems to stop for the freezing winter.
However, there are some signs of the
coming of warmer weather that you

should start to notice around this

Spring s

great time time of year. )

fo spiders-7

s THE SUN & THE WEATHER: Are there
\ Close vp more hours of sunlight each day?

of scale. ;
Are temperatures becoming warmer?

Have your shadow-stick measurements

changed in any way?

Tallid Cuckoo

(White & very Ught

grey & brown)

fiso called *Scale bird”
because of its call of
about 15 notes rising
up the scale.

A very early
Spring Vvisitor.

7
(e />\? ; W That front cover!

/ﬁ% Blue & green aren't Ft
, to be “seen. Hey whats
this I'm tripping over ?

PLANT LIFE : Write down

on which you first see different
plants bloom and trees blossom,
Color in the sketches on this page

in the actual colors of

Hop Wattle, August to October.
(Acacia stricta)

(Anguillaria dioica)
C\'/?)ife flower; pink dots.

the dates

the blooms.,.

BIRDS : Have you noticed the arrival M, AT

Blackbirds start singing again? Sallow Watte,
Have you noticed any birds gathering (S,‘\ep

material for nests?

When do the

£& Ock .
cacia longifolia)

INSECTS : Which butterflies and moths

are the first to appear?

aphids & scale start to
Common Brown

Butterfly.

(Nov>s A P r)

0

Light brown edging,
Yellow patches -

When do
appear on plants?

Gum) Emperor Math — in fact lays eqgs
<(m n)norePJrhan 30difRrent shrubs & trees
most of them not natives — except of
course the eucalypts from which it
gets its name.



How a spider builds its web,
A spider begins its web by
spinning a single thread that
rises in the air until g

....plus a few from the month
before! We gerfrso many nat
we can’t fit them all in - but
these I Lucky girls each win
a bodk !

We have & possum.in our
chimney and our paby gets

angry itk 1 when it
the chimney.

breeze catches it ang entangles
it on some obstruction.

From this first foundation
line other framework lines

eg 'on
ZZiaZEhthe pOSSUMS is my 2;; z:;ached to other supports
gad's friend and my dad el ththese lines may be
os iy DR BET g, 5L T
" juaith Rossells giirlce Wearmouth, 5@,
age T £l thame « Croydon,

Dear Nature Notes,
In the Easter holidays my family
I went for a holiday up to a farm called

and
Every morning we woke up and went

"Noorilum".
to feed the birds.
garden we used to pu

hanging from a tree.
ging and watch them have a bath in the bird

il

When we were out in the
t bread in a bird feeder
Tt was lovely to hear them

sin

bath, going splish, splash, splish ....
from Nicol Robertshaw,
Blackburn Lake.

WOBBLEWORD = Africa

pldqr:

gonfly; 7. beetle; 9. ant; 10.s

wasp; [4. buteerfly.

ybird; 4. dra
l. bee; 12. fly; 13.

Across: |. ieﬁs; 3. lad

) o hunti
I'm training for : ing food,
the mima?o‘gmp}cs 10te battia an
on page 12!

branding .
S ome of the
Palamino y

pulling thei

_ b
Policemen all gigr
conﬁrol large crowg

ughs,

e horses +to

colors of n
: orses are:
painted horse or pinig'

Christine Jones
2€¢ 9, Ringwood Bast

hunters roge

chestnut,

: We will

have more about possumls in next
month's Nature Notes Judith.

NOTES ON LETTERS

Did you know Kerrie, that some
small spiders actually spin a
sort of parachute that catches
the wind and carries them to a
new home?

Have you tried making a

bird feeder & bath at your
own home Nicol? (See last
month's Probe about bird

puddings for feeding them. )
More about horses later in

L the year Christinel

MKS also to Linda M} Rochelle
Jackson, Karen, Ru( Pavlinovich,
Andrea Lewis, Meaghan Tempest:
Vaughan Griffiths, Saiman Md)_ran

4T Beaumaris & many others for of-
beaut lefters. We will try +o Your
either onswer them or print them/

have such b e
nu'nm)*gl.j‘;“gbc
able to prinkmore
of- these
\oters !




\X/ater’ (cont) o o By H.J Lawry,

Last month we told you about four simple experiments Well if this explains how rain falls, I wonder if
_ with water which showed that: @sﬂ you can work out how hailstones are formed?
\ "

1. Water evaporates. What about snow?

2. The more air that touches the water, the quicker Do mountains cause rain by pushing clouds higher
17 evapora‘tes, into ceold air?

3, Wind carries water molecules away faster than Is the ocean necessary for rain to fall nearby?

Does this mean that all deserts are a long way
from the sea?

still air does.
4, Molecules of water go into warm air faster than

into cold air because warm air moves faster than go t?ies help #o bring rain?

ee 1f youi can fird out the answers to thes i
y g : 1 ple e questions
cold, 8iT. before we print some of

Now here's one more experiment for you to try: them in the next

Can water be taken out of the air again once it has

evaporated away? DPut some ice-cubes in a Jjar and pour
some water on them. Now shake (:)The clolids //_\\/,ﬁ\\{ﬂ‘\\‘
them around. In a warm room, rise N warm ‘e

little drops of water are almost air ... .\§S3§§§‘Qg S =

sure to appear on the outside of
the jar. These drops come from

the water vapour in the air in

IN NATURE, ALL OF THESE FIVE PROCESSES OF EVAPORATION
AND CONDENSATION MAY COMBINE TO GIVE US RAIN., Like this:

Tl /—w@)/, B COTNT s »\5!? %oy (3 When they meet cold

@ Water evaporates I \ 35 ‘ \ .
to form A L, RVIEE L T 5 air, the molecules condense
clouds. W S S S A to make watexr droplefs,wh\'ch)

. - e P IR\ Weloone T ,
S = = N\ L \/\ when they are heavy enough,
th < R O ki ;

« M\ Y)\foo big! ) N : x ) =i &l as ... @ vain!

) :
| M g



""""""""""o'""""""""""""""

Emus aren't the prettiest of birds
to look at and even though one =

appears on Australia's coat of (The GT. Stripes down the side p
arms, they aren't the most popular make excellont desert camoufiage!)
of birds either. You may have

read recently of farmers in W.A. shooting thousands of
the birds as they were forced south by a drought - well
that's not the first time it has happened. In 1932 the
Australian Army was called out to fight "The War of the
Emus", but despite that - and the 300,000 birds that
bounty hunters were paid to kill between 1945 and 1960 -
the Emu continues to thrive on the mainland.

Certainly they do eat wheat, but‘theya

are also the main eaters of the N
‘caterpillars that sometimes break “
out in plagues. So I hope the 1
farmers of W.A. aren't successfuf/;\\\\\
in wiping out the Emus like the - \ﬁ
King Island Emu and the Kangaroo by
Island Emu were years ago., N\
The Emu is the world's second — - NG
largest bird (the Ostrich is N, “"‘w i: T
bigger) and although it can't fly, ho needs a nest

they have been clocked at speeds of between 40 and 50 kmh,
(No wonder they were put in the relay race in the Animal
Olympics on page 12! No wonder they swallowed the baton
too, for Emus are well known for their
‘ability to eat almost anything!)

The female Emu lays up to 15 eggs,

s — (¢ T e * g T but being a liberated female it is

AP - g oo, : e the male who spends the next nine

Emus stand about 90cm high at the shoulder with a neck s With Xgry %ittle f?Od o

another 60cm long., They are closely related to the a9 gaggr, hatc e eteggﬁ.t Tﬁgk

Cassowary of Queensland and New Guinea — which has a 2} . B o sl oo e s = A,

built in "stack-hat" for crashing through the bush! Egé elr escape with, bu B OBE , a crash helmet !
i :

5 < this soon after hatching. d ()
8.

4 €01.

The Cassowary



> . ST TS
N & > z - o oamt around for f:ea?‘
o SN S : ’

*That Melbourne will have approximately 3 mirutes %
of total darkness in the middle of Saturday §
g

af-That the original name giver. to Australia's
, (
N\
b
proper name for the "platypus" is
Ornithotrhynchus anatinus., (:?EFZ?;RQTZ?§§
even spell it myself. %

WO(IID YOU BELIEVE P

iﬁ-That Gum Emperor Moths can take between 4 weeks

and 2 years to emerge from their cocoons.

That it is not only birds that mlgrate across
oceans - the Wanderer butterfly is a native of
South America but has spread all around the
world under its own steam.

afterrioon on October 23rd this year - which will
probably send wildlife to bed early! (More about
this in our October eclipse edition,)

That because a snake's teeth slope backwards,
orice it has started toc swallow its prey it cannot
disgorge it. So if two snakes fix on the same
breakfast at the same time, the larger snake

ends up by swallowing the other snake as well!

wonder what he meant when he sa-d

That stranded whales may not die because of
double prieumonia from temperature extremes or
through collapsed internal organs because of
lack of water support, but they may in fact
get themselves stranded because thef are already

dying!

strangest animal, Platypus anatinus (= flat-
footed-creature, 11ke—a—duch) 1g net it
proper name, becauee the word platypus had
already been used by arnother scientist to
name a beetle., The other name given to the
"platypus" by the second Europearn scientist to
be sent a skin in the late 18th century, was
Ornithorhynchus paradoxus (= creature-with-a—
bird s-beak,which-is-a-puzzle), but accordlng
to the rules for naming animals, the ‘'atinus
part of the first name must still be used.

So the

Rlddles What animal at the North Pcle has 2 humps?

IIF baby humens ¢t Touwe) 3807 ¥

leep in cofs,
hw+4°“w What do 2-toed Sloths have that no other

A"‘lup animal has? *SY10TS poo3=z ALqeg

Apr-cofs? QO |ﬂS€CtS

Answers hidden — of course!

Babies

Write down the names of the s S
babies of each of these

animals:
FROG

WENEINE, ’ d

DUCK : s

[]] ll [I] l 9

GQO0s &=

HORSE

SWAN

KANGAROO

CAT Sbowwy [ 6pown 7 AcRosg Down Q AeRosS

The common name for
this insect is also given

¥ for a spider looking
like

this—=

From Peal Picture Crosswards
Pealpress, Glascow.




7 CONTINENTS & 2 OCEANS BATTLE (T OUT AT THE FIRST...

ANIMAL OLYMPICS
S

& ©
) e
: ‘ \ Atmosphere 15 electrie 'l ...

The Australian team has just come
< onto the ground, they all look very

fit. - By the way folks this large bag
is to keep all the gold medals safe!
Right now - over to the tack ...

—2s ™

Hi Folke! C.C Crow here at e
Finals of the Animal Olympics —
It is a4 beautiful day and the

¥ % /;77// /’/%7///// % % 85 § //":: //
//// %7///‘%/" /////“ //,l 9"{ 7 4“/?/// % i, 3'/1\\\\\“)‘\ 7 ’}
S 4 7 4

v e

First goes to
Africa, for a great
T"‘ﬂ' o-war |

N piind fold off
“ now Wally its ::

¥ race time! ;

A,

4 77 .'. ; \
’/,//-/. 75 =) @

WOBBLEWORD = Africa

: 10. spider;

gonfly; 7. beetle; 9. ant
wasp; 4. butterfly.

ybird; 4. dra
l. bee; 12. fly; 13.

Across: 1. lef‘: 3. lad

Heh Hel! Bhats the way Red Roo,13 metres with North Americas
Puma 1n second place with a long jump of :k metres! *

SR R e e ,.’;_._.
: . b S :
;':' 3 o
Y AR s R
. sl
: Ay
S G o ‘
- G

| dont believe it !! the emu has swallowed the baton!

so the ostrichies from South Africa have won !

o i
/4 VA, v} 1)) 7,
.......... L P U i D il
- e RO R AR 5 %/// //////// //f //////////// //f/// %///

/. HE WENT THAT WAY/!
WoW ! Hie 100 kilometre FlS""S race has been won b(A A

Swift with the fantasbic speed o 320 Kilometres an he.
* Horses can jump 13-50m —but we class them as professionals / 13




IDRATS:

Its that North American
Puma aqain with a jump

of 3'8 metres' Red Roo
cleared 3°1 metres....
You know Hthat lbag |
showed you folks, well -
heh -hel - its  actually
bo SiE on—not for the
gold wmedals | helt-heh
Well over to the deep
Aiving pool now!
Just wabch the pride
of Philip Island ......

N o
a L

. [ SDB S -

% 7 the Weddell Seal has dived

an amazing 570 meltres

4 1
bo our Penguins 15 metres! 4
/
: : S \ Ty //\_:‘
B He lives NG
G S e Just off the

. Bpall o coast of Antartica,
i f# 5\,_ you KV“"U!Ij‘u : ___,J

o
0
-
>
.
.
H

AN
M AETHETTLanae
SRR \§\\\“f\\ N

N\
N N\ D N \\\
iy Nt s N

s )

The African cheetah wins the 100 metres dash wihh the
sizzling speed of 115 kilometres an hour'!  Oun Kangaroo

was second wibth 75 kilometres an hour.
—{Fnisi—~

& S5 o D o )
Amazing‘. the Sail Fish (Frow\ off the coast of Mexico) has swum
He 1800 metres at 110 kilometres an noor — what a swimt

This s C.C. (SOB!)CrO\u ‘,"m — pﬂ
Signinﬂ of f from he Animal o R

Olgmpics now | By the 7 el St
WAy, crows Flg at about == 5
LO Kilomekres an hour — 7

so | will soom e home — Thank Heavens!
i it -

— - 2_
#*Man’s fop speed is about 34 to 4o kilmefr%/hour-

He certainly wan't

have anything 1o
Crow m Mrough
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eWord! "N (" I

In this word stair-
case you will find

the names of the
continents and two
oceans. Color each
name in a different
color as you find them.

A
U
N
The letters that are (:)
H
A
H

left over give the

name of the winner of
the Animal Olympics!
Letters may be in

more than one word,

but the words only go
horizontally, vertically
backwards or forwards

- NOT diagonally!

Ridd/es..

Q. What happened to the hen that swallowed a yo-yo? ;
iS8WT]} ©98ay} 538 ewes ayy preT 2T * N

Q. What side of an alligator is greenest?
*9PTSIN0 oYL Y |
Q. Why are rats and mice unhappy in bad weather?
*S30D pPuB S3BO UTBI 44T TW 1T esneoeg °y

Q. Why did the dog turn round and round before 1% Say
down? tdn puEm  ugs
0} PBY pUB FOp-yorem & sem }T Osneoag o
Q. How many hairs in a possum's tail?

i9PTS3NO0 8YY U0 8J® SIATERY OYJ °SUON °Y

Send your puzzles/letters/riddles to us!

@
m|ir (> > >EO




