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QK. Wally, yo« e<iit ^
Hie letters, and P(X

organise all -the page
numbers.

tAiyori

These plant names
are jumbled
because Wally-i-s
bad bypiag the
machine broke

down. Can you
unjumble them?
(They’re all
Australian natives)

SIKABAh

TEAWTL

PETCAUhY

VILIAGEER

SHRIIBBOTTLE

MEAH

LIPIIIYLIY

ACCAIA

RICHOD

WHATARA

(Answers hidden,
by James.)
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Yawn^ i

C.C. CROWS

SPOR-rs

report’^

last month news in the human world was full

Montreal Olympics and the amazing
(^record-breaking performances of their athletes.
^But let us take a closer look at the real

tj WORLD CHAMPIONS :
/'Greyhounds are fast at 48kph but a fine racehorse

can manage 64kph - a little less than most deer.

Emus and kangaroos are faster still - around 70kpl'

But the real record-breaker, and the gold medallist at

last month's Animal Olympics in Nature Notes, is the

cheetah from Africa and India. This big cat with his long

legs has been trained by humans for hunting for many

thousands of years. He can reach YOkph in 2 seconds and

has a brief top speed somewhere between 95 and 115kphl
But even this is a lot slower than'

lOOiuph) for any length of t

spine-tailed swift and the

Now- let's look at the other end of tlie

e are tw birdsTT
vj

divina falcon.

Possibly the slowest mammal

who gets

he gets older, f

He lives in the tropics of /unerica

and often hangs upside dovni from a

When he climbs he is so slow that he seems

You may not see a sloth but I'm

sure you are all familiar with the common garden snail.

How fast^James snail travels depends on the weather.

If it is too cold or dry he does not

To travel, snails have

to spread a layer of slimy material

icus along which they glide.

scale.

is the three-toed slotli,

sleepier and slow'er as

tree linJ'.

to be in a dreamu ●

Tc?o cold to

qet up

move at all.
o

the fastest flying bird. Though

most of our magpies, ravens,

rosellas etc. average 32 to 48kph,

some eagles can reach 128kph. The

fastest of all in level flight is

the spine-tailed swift, that long

distance migrant who is so stream

lined that he is not able to take off unless on a cliff-

face or tree! The swift can speed through the sky at 160

Some have reported much higher speeds

Falcons reach speeds like
ig on their prey. So it can

nls to 'pas^^the ton' (ie.
AliUGH*

o

A Aor

slug (which is like a snail without a shell) can travel

about 30cm per minute. At this rate, if it travelled

night and day, it would take four days to go 1.6km or

1 mile - a real slow motion champion.

Remember the old story of the

tortoise and the hare? You may

wonder why rabbits are so fast when
kph (or lOOmph!)
but

these

tortoises are so slow. It is all a ma'tter of protect-
When a foxcould be exaggerating.

.uHy when divir
ing themselves and earning a living,

discovers a rabbit it needs speed to escape
a +0''

1

- whereas
e -"Si " tho.t - :,p lv a? ,L .

just bides l.i 1 + 3 large shell!b ') i. S 6
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TREES " an animaPs
pimply because -fre.es Qr\d
plants are so important
(6>r keeping all animals
aliVe! We depend crr\ tbex
In fact-, ip you (ook \/ery
cios-ely at tbe cox/er yo
will see 5i of us anirvials
HIDDEN IN THE TREE/

Car\ ^ou pna

WHY ON &\RTH Stick, insects

[flake a tasty meal
fbT many birds
— tuoUily tkey)

are wett.

coMouflageol-

did yoM put a
big, old tree on
-ftve cover of

%"t''.

a Watare Notes
edited by
animals”?

u
■A

\ not a picture
\ of me?/

I

Mantis-rareiy misses.

Stick insect.

Looks Uke a mantis but
because it feeds an plants it
does not need tbe powerful,
iksect-catofing fbndegs op
ttie rwmtis-^ i A

Trees are great
-except when
you fall owtof
V them! ^

You may "be lucky enough to have some
mammals visit your tree (apart from
dogs I) You are not likely to see
possums in the daytime - but certainly
you can see them at night - even in the
parks in the centre of Melbournei
Brush-tails nest in hollow logs whilst

Eing-tails seem to go for the Melaleuca
armillaris trees. Reptiles are_also
uncommon - but you may find a tiny skink
under the bark or down at the roots of

By far the most common

Of course it is sometimes

necessary to chop down trees.
They can become diseased and
rotten - and certainly wood and
paper have to come from somewhere.
But it would be a good exercise
for anyone about to chop down a
tree to sit near it for a day and
observe how many animals depend
on that tree for food and/or
shelter. This might be a good
science activity for you to do
if you are lucky enough to have
a tree near you - but you will
have to watch closely. Here are
some tips.

Native

parrots like
to nestio
bellow

trees -

btip aire

beiiAg
ebased

out by
TfnpMted'
birds.

See page
for ■possuiTi

picbut'‘&S.
QNSECT P(C,TURES on THIS
PAQ E FROM ‘ NATURE
WALKABOUT OOORTESY

OF the western AUSTRAUAN

education DEPART me NT/J

your tree,
visitors and residents in your tree
will be the birds and the insects.

Try and notice whether the birds
_ to eat the insects or

the fruit/seeds of the tree.
come

/ I-ttiiflk tbot I
/ shall never see,

B billboond

\iovelij

s uniiS^ ■
■the billboard fall,

You’ll never se^/
a tree otol/?/^

\ Ibicks a nasty bite
S. has quite good

Eyesighf- far
an O/wt.

a tree/-V ,
as

7.V ●.

Crusader Bu^ .r

A gall made ky gall insECts.
A different sViape weans a dif^rert type

of inse.ot.

'Y- (TVie 'nippers' are jusf-
fgr show !)
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wild, i a 3 s t :i e,t i 0 ;iOTi;ei -L ..
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^liacirc and gee;ie
gravel to aid

whieli
water.
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whatever happened "TC> old

DAFPY duck ? YOU KNOW, THE:
GUY WHO USED TO ELY UPS IDE

, DOWN?El
DUC^

WE’VE- Al-READY HAD TWO PAQB3 ABOUT
I>UOK3 - THAT’S ENOUGH J

CjuACKED UP^
IT

they soon adopted me as their mother' and would give a

high-pitched cheep if I left them before they went asleep.

(At this stage of her project Sue gives a very detailed

growth chart of her ducklings - we only have space for the

following points :)

OH NO IT ISN’T,		

““ ®VCKS
Us. II (coNTlNUeP. Bif Sue..Tailor

OH WELL. AT -

LEAST THERE’S
Z PAGES ABOCCT
MB IN PR06E/

Pekin and Mallard ducks sit on their nests for 28 t

30 days before the ducklings hatch (compared with about

21 days for a chicken to hatch.) Ducklings usually take

between 24 and 48 hours to break out of their shells

Day 2 - wobbly legs, love
cleaning themselves
afraid of water.

Day 7 - Tuffy loves
swimming now.

0

Day 12 - down not as thick,
tiny feathers form
ing.

Day 32 - tail feathers

and some wing
feathers forming,
must hold one in

each hand they're
so big’

Day 64 - wings nearly fully grown - love sw.immir^

after which the mother eats the tube that connected the

duckling to the egg and through which it was fed whilst
in the shell.

Day 44 - squeaky cheep and
just forming quack.

Here are some sketches of the stages through
which a chicken develops in the egg - a process very
similar to that of a duckling : Liquid filled SRC

/ in wti/clo
chi'cfcwi

A gmws-

HOW TO HANDLE AND LOOK APTEE DUCKS :

The proper way of handling ducks is

to pick them up with one hand around their

neck cLnd one underneath their breast. They

can then be securely tucked under the arm.

Pull-grown ducks are sometimes carried by

their wings - carefully folded over their backs - but

they should never be carried by the legs.

It is essential to have a clean pool to

keep ducks,as well as something

better than concrete for them

to bed down on

By ttie wings OR under arm.
DAY 1 . smaiKT' as 4he

DAY 10. DAY 19.brol grows-

When the ducklings dry out they become

twice their size, being fluffy, and

stay close to their mother - cheeping
loudly if they getDAY 21 - Chicken

Hatches, left alone. Two

of my ducklings (Pluffy & Tuffy on

the previous page) were orphans, but

/h
Never mind, sure
you’ll do better in -fHe
N. nextt

They should

be fed well - with a diet

including mash and grit.
A femqle
Mallard,



Some human lETTETp M ^ ^ 4k. ^
A MESSAGE

TO ALL I went for a nature walk with

the grade 5 & 6's and ary
teacher Mr., Willoughby, We
went down to the creek behind

the school. As the creek was

dried up it was quite easy to
walk through. We came to a

part where the creek became
very deep so we had to walk
up on the bank.
We walked past the school
oval and at the end of it we

found a dead animal covered

in moss hanging on a tree. We
weren't sure whether it was a

snake or a bird. When Mr, W.

turned it over we‘saw it had

a jaw. We came into the pad-
dock behind the church and

found a hole in the ground
'where a rabbit had been try

ing to dig a burrow. Past
the paddock, my friend Gloria
found 3 mussels stuck in the
side of the creek. It was

nearly hometime so we headed
back to school.

Abigail Barnes(St.Andrews P.S.

Damian Byrdy of Vermont
sent us a letter with

some of the answers to

the weather questions we
asked last month.

Hailstones are formed when

clouds are forced high into
cold air and the water drops
freeze. Each time the clouds

rise the hailstones get
another layer of ice until
they are so big that they
fall. As to whether trees

bring rain we are not sure,
as different people give
different answers

like to grow where water is

already.		
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CHEAP ^
MOD/FICATIONS,

ZIP5 ePc.

WANTED

● 1 large, ewpfy
snail shell,fA
hermit’s cottage
by-the beach.
See ■ Haruj Hecmit-
Crab.esg.

● 1 accj(demic gown.
See: Professor
Uncle Sam Skank: 6.0.
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page were drawn
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^TKjiI's bef-her!
Jfanc^ owr Mr. Dtjcr \

tSkaT wriHng -abawl- Arear^
^ \ clciM^s when H^ere’re
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WOULD YOU BELIEVE ? 0®■a-

s

V®-'

That white tigers do

i^YesaI?^ not very often
/whqLflbout
\ whif-c

— .... Velephoii^

-,®'
occur - though

and that they aren't

^ albinos as they don't have pink

V?lV)

r/,."

-1®^,

\V

sf

FABULOUS
eyes

and do have some pigment in their skins.

They are just freak tigers that have

almost white fur, dark-brown stripes, blue eyes and pink
noses,

^That whereas a dog is old at 15,
elephants and parrots at 70 years

Tortoises of the Galapagos Islands are thought to live
up to 400 years old! owa-'lkT&Sri

'James; 1 says tr> loim,..

are ^

V.'

a horse at 25 and people,

or so, the giant Although we
are hunted and

chased by all
sorts of humans,
we have managed to
survive. This is

because of our intelligence (some call it cunning),
for we never take chances. If we smell humans near

our nest we shift it that night. We're not exactly
how we came to be in Australia but we haven't

Probably those humans brought

Saw

◄ That giant squid do exist and RED FOX

possibly big enough to pull down

small boats, fortunately they

live in very deep water, where

they may grow up to 20m long!

^ That a snake can flick its tongue in and out without

op Aiwsejno ohe'^
beliewea In sea-moaslt/i

sure

been here for very long,
here especially so they could chase us out again -

that's the sort of strange thing they go in for. We
do eat some of their chooks it's true, but most of us

live on rats and mice.

Our babies are suckled by their mother (called a
vixen) but are soon weaned onto meat. They leave us
after about 2 months and are fully grown

6 months. Before that, we teach them
how to hunt, which involves a lot of
TOP SECRET methods
well known ones is to "charm" rabbits

by putting on a show of acrobatics as
gradually get closer to them - then

we pounce on the plumpest spectator!

us

opening its mouth - because they have a groove in the
upper jaw. Snakes use their tongue for t

smelling' - not!

for poisoning things,

the fang — a hollow tooth (or teeth),

^That camels do not store water in their humps,
in the form of fat.

The poison is injected through
...13,14.15. ft's
rw good .These

Iv'pftw’ page
nunfcers are
q«#in<alDo

ftaskq
mouse to do
+Fie^.

in

but food

Camels do store water in stomach
One of our more

% hare

pouches, but need to fill m
.h-M'A,

up at least every 7 days,

IS thought that a close relative of the camel - the

It
we

Hi
vU giraffe - can last longer without wat
I' 'h—®C- I V

er,
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jC Tak© avvay fke spicier i!. leave ifs d»nnei
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I 2-Take away i^ke cat & ifyxve ihe bird.
Ll cdsTRiwCH

" 3. Take avJ/ay -ike bird i- leave ihe ihsecl"
MlMANNAXlDH

I 4,. Take away the fi-sh ^ leave ffie bait.
WH(WOXR5MM£J . V ,

^ sr. Take away the' free S. leave the flower-
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3 oesfi of onts fhu'sfe walk from the* How do you stoo
suyor to ne-st i, the honey to nesfc 3
and +he Jam fo nesfc Z “ without
crossing or they witS A mix uf>
SC«nfs and /s\
lose fheir

way.

c
c

a skunk from

smelling?
(Hold its nose.-

● iWiat did the

mouse buy in the
music shop?
(A mouse organ.)
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