


THIS'n' THAT GOES

This month This'n'That goes camping around Victoria.
While we are camping we will look at some of the special
wonders of nature that we may find at each particular spot.

Last year about 80 girls and boys
from my school at Greenhills camped in
the Wyperfeld National Park in north-
east Victoria. Whilst there we saw
many excellent examples of native
flfoeatama Wiaunale ™ The *bird *1i fe, “so
different to that around Melbourne,
held everybody's attention right
from the start, but the most exciting
moment came when we (another teacher,
some children and myself) were privileged
to have an uninterrupted view of the
famed Mallee Fowl or Lowan near its nest.

We watched it spell-bound for upwards of fifteen
minutes as it scratched around the mallee scrub searching
for food, its feathers blending perfectly with the bush
litter of its surroundings. What makes the mallee fowl
so unique among birds? Why do people all over Australia
travel hundreds of miles in often fruitless attempts to
catch a glimpse of this bird? The children in our group
were anxious to find out and many strange facts came to
light following their investigations. See what you can
find out about our bird with the built-in thermometer.

If you visit Wyperfeld you may see one if you follow these
simple rules: first find the mound,

: el SeMe eiRlliy: S
wear drab clothing, and
learn to be very quiet over
a long period.
When you are on your camp you may
have a chance to see some nocturnal
animals., Most common of these are the
members of the possum family. Possums
are all quite harmless unless you try
to catch one - then you really have
trouble on your hands. When you look
Possum. Lor Epssums you will need a strong
(seennVol3. torch, very quiet voices and a dark
NoT.formore) ni ght,

a0 oW

CAMPING. by LDelacca.

Why not do a project on possums?
Find out about their prehensile
tail, the beautiful glider family,’
their marsupial breeding habits
and their way of 1life,

Many school camps visit the
Port Campbell National Park - and
what a wealth of nature there is
to see there! For a start there is
Mutton-bird Island - just a stone's
throw from the mainland. He-:
hundreds of Mutton-birds breed in ;
the season between about now and o s e Y
April, and you can see them return e SRR e L
from feeding every night at sunset, Island Arch-Port Camphell Nat.Rark.
Penguin rookeries are also to be found here, as are the
spectacular rock stacks known as London Bridge and the
Twelve Apostles. See what you can discover about this
exciting area, rich in Victoria's early history -
especially with shipwrecks like that of the Loch Ard
off the rugged coastline.

On some of your camping tours you may see at an
entrance to a special area, a large
sign with  an ibis painted on'it.

When you see this symbol you will

know that the area you are in-is a
State Sanctuary and that all its
inhabitants are strictly protected.
Two of our sanctuaries may be found in
the north of Victoria - one near the
Murray River between Gunbower and
Cohuna, and another near Kerang. The
former is Kow Swamp and the latter
Reedy Lakes and both are sanctuaries for wounded birds
during the duck-shooting season. If you visit these
sanctuariesryou can be sure you will see plenty of water-
bird lifes

Other popular camping spots around Victoria include
the Grampians (SEE NATURE NOTES Vol.12 No.6.), the
Victorian Alps and Wilson's Promontory. For a map of
these beautiful places and some short notes on what to
look for, see page 15.
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Tney Soon made themselves Feel quite at
home.....

local inhabinfs !

Hey Smugsy! Chop
down another tree.
We’re running out
of Firewood .
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HEY BIRDIES//
WHERE AREYOU!
\.

Chop it down
yourself Clownfuce.
I’ve chopped down
three already!

.. much to the discomfort of the

Whaf a dump
There aren't any
animals angwhem
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| Hey Agatha/ l.Pfs shove
the rubbish down that hole
Il _save us burning it /
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In fuct, the animals were so upset rhaf
they held a big Conference around the

Fallen Log:
They chased me with

sticks until T was
out of bounds !
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the wmatter Charman
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of Loudmouth anarﬂ
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*OldNed could net say anything because he had a hoarse voice!
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‘W\eg spent many hours
trying fo work out how to
help “the children want to
understand wildlife — but
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children that ﬂ'\outhess
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You don’t have to go 0 camp
have o enjoyable 9cmc( woﬁhm?hgu W.C\Te
received a whole stack of latters from
Greankulls PS. affer Bhwir wistt b tha
Musewsn . Here is ene of them, plus an -
eoceihent (hber from Shayne of Knoxfield P.S.

Annette &Shayne, your
book priges will arrive

eventually !

¥ Thanks Annette. What

WANTED
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‘ ou said
abeut the 'Night Raid’ had mg puzzled.

I thought
MUgnt perhaps you weve mi
up with Nightshade (a pofscr:ou? ':ﬁf)

or a Nitrate poison, as Phar Lap

Can you : . .
hdp?o SILK WORMS died after eating poisonous weedl
4 breeding Ik is thought. BuF your Principal tells
Let us a2 me that the nétice undex Phar Loy
know if Weaﬂgwg" s reads - ghar Lap, died in America.
u can. . \ Y Night Raid, out of .......
6. | Bladdurn Bast FS. Which means NightRaid was his father !

The head of +he Perenhie.
Theg can grow over Zm
Lemg (8ft). They rarely
trowed for From thewr
rockﬂ hideouts.

Mr.Johnson , girls and boys.
This morning for Show
and tell, I’d Uke to
show you my pet

manitor, or goanng.

Hm. Musk be
blackboeard monitor!

xThere are many "“dd"s
about how a bite from &
Goanna oy A B(ue-f‘ongué
will get re-infected envery
Yeour (or senven Yeaws) at
Hw same time as it was
originaldy w Clcked . This
no doubt came filom the
Fact that goannas often
howe vethng veat in Heor
t+eetHh which [eads o
infechon and a wound
Hat is dEautt o heal .

MONITORS by Shagne Ke,nnedg.

A monitor and a goanna are the same
kindl of arnumald. Monitors can st
ran quickeley, climds, bite* and hit. wrich,
vertica, or{.:jeot UM s Mman, Cows,
bree sk\w.(us ond trens.
M: [ts duet consusts O'FS'\IUQ%)
locates ey maindy by scent.
Prey 05 swollowrd  uwhets and net
Chawed  up . They cam grow ower
bwo metves long!
Descriptn ¢ Long toul, snake- ke

o the Lody with o long
Clattened head . It adso has -
long chawss.
‘Common Goanna: Monitors are found n
Afica, Asia and Australia. - They are
the closest Living relatives of +Hhe
cinosamr- The name ‘goanna’ s Used
only wv Australi and comes frome
L:g\.LaJ\.OLJ a bﬁpﬁ of dto&gov\.
Luing we Amerca . The Comumon.
goanna wes w all stakes

t Tasmano. .

Gould.’s Montor-- Or Sand Gooand.,
b cumilar~ to tha Common. Gooana
or Lace Monktor< It s w dory,

i

Australion LZowde and s colored
douk brown to black. wut rews
of Yyellow spots across s lack . It
} B found v the desart requoms of

canorod and. northuen Angtrolia, .

e
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jump on your lap to be patted.

Beine short-sighted they also

lear . to follow closely on

your heels. They grow up to

1.2metres long and weigh up to

40kg, and are sO solid that

even being run cver by a car

on the oper. road does not

always kill them outright, but

leaves them to-a painfully slow

‘death. Although many have found

them wonderful pets, they can never

be cured of their desire to dig (why go round a fence when

you can dig under it?1) - and it is especially wise to let
although they will often

Wombats are closely related to
Koalas and are something like
the Americarn Beaver. They are
marsupials but have teeth like
rodents that keep on growing.
Thus they must keep ci grindien
and chewing to wear them down

to a comfortable length.

Wombats like to feed on grasses,
bark, roots of shrubs and trees,
some fungi and vegetables. In
. captivity they will also eat ‘
peanuts, sultanas, biscuits and
cake. They drink very little.

(('ZOMMON WOMBAT
Naked nose , coavse
haiv, short eavs —
a large burvow.
NSW,Vic.&a neax”
relakive \nTasmavia.

CHAIRY-NOSED WOMBAT
Silky haiv; sharpex
ears. Hairy nose.

Lives tn a wavrvren.
S+h.Aust. and Aacross

Nullabor nto W.A.
Two rare species of
Wombats are found
"N QUCEI\S‘O.nd.

~ The Wimbats of
Wombledon Common

fed.

An orphaned wombat demands a
lot of attention - more than
g Joey — and must be bottle
But they are a most
affectionate animal and will

them go during the breeding season,

return later of their own accord.

Female wombats give birth to one
enough food around,
when the baby is born.
pouch (which opens backwar
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the male wom
The baby wombat stays in its mother's
ds) for about 2 or 3 months.

baby a year if there 1is
bat being told to clear out

The wombat gets

‘After 70 years of indignity as
officially designated vermin,
things are looking up for
Victoria’s wombats.

The chairman of the Vermin
and Noxious Weeds Destruction
Board, Mr. Geoff Douglas, told a
forum on Saturday that wombats
could now look forward to “a
_beneficial change of status”.

He said the wombat’s status as
“yermin” — a title it has held
since 1906 — had been reviewed

by the board and the Fisheries and -

Wildlife Division.
“I think it can look forward to
a beneficial change of status —

s S

[ By TIM COLEBATCH, our Environment Wiiter

exeept in the areas where it’s &
pest,” he said.

“It seems to me the poor old
wombat’s been the meat in the
sandwich, between the farmers
and the rabbits.

“It appears that a more sensible
and acceptable philosophy for
wombat management is evolving
in society.”

Wombats have been in trouble
with ‘the law for 70 years in Vic-
toria because of their. ability to

break through rabbit-proof fences
and open holes for the rabbits.
In 1925 a ten shilling bounty
was placed on their heads. and for
years thousands of pounds were
paid out annually to wombat-
ki"feﬁ.s'b
e bounty was suspended in
1966 and abolished in- 1971.
Mr. Douglas said the board’s

" present policy was “to remove

offending wombats” and leave the
rest alone.
He also foreshadowed changes

in the status of dingoes — the
other native animal still-on the
list--of declared vermin.

“In. the future the dingo may

“well have a different status and

role,” Mr. Douglas said.

‘4t may surprise many people
that there are more sheep killed
in western: Victoria each year by
town and farm dogs—there are

_virtugilly no dingoes in- western

Victoria — ‘than in the eastern
highlands, where sheep losses
from dingoes are supposed to be

significant.”
- The forum-was organised by °

the. Natural Resources Conserva-
tion League.

a lift in status

This may even
cause me 1o
revise my
classification

Nature Notes, Novembesr 1976.
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Proper Names For Plants o, oowson

Until the seventeenth century, plants had been
named without any co-ordinated system of classification
by European botanists. Differing ideas, languages, and
poor communication posed difficult problems and created
confusion in many attempts at a scientific classification
of plants.

In 1753, a Swedish Professor, Carl Linnaeus,
devised a system for classifying and naming plants, both
those known and those yet to be discovered. He used
Latin (the lingua franca of the day) and Greek to give
the plants a two-part name. The first part is called
the "generic" (or family) name of the species.

Eg. Eucalyptus, Acacia, Hakea, Grevi}lea.

" Gum trees” & "Wattles” v &

The second part is usually a descriptive name describing
some characteristic peculiar to the plant.
Eg. Bucalyptus citriodora - the second name
refering to the lemon-scented leaves of
this particular species.

#Sir Joseph Banks first used
the term ‘gqumtree’ in 1770
at Batany Bay. Today, now
that around 500 euca,lypf's are

The ‘ lemon-scented gum’
(s a very popular garden
tree because of its tall
and slender shape.

known of, the words 'gum tree’ tt con ?row up too
are usuallg used only for Jom. tall / rsn_\:me
those with smooth bark. SR 1 ==

10

In many cases this specific or second name honors the
discoverer of the plant or another famous person.
However, the name is always ILatinised so as to end with
a, i, us, es, um, is, or something similar.

=4 Eg. Grevillea banksii was named after Sir
Joseph Banks, who, together with Dr. Carl

Solander (one of Linnaeus' students)

collected many botanical specimens along
—eioaae the east coast of Australia on Captain

Cook's first voyage in the "Endeavour".

Linnaeus' method of botanical recording and
classifying ended confusion and made botanical :
exploration worthwhile, His system inspired the eager
botanists to search for and discover many new species
in lands all around the world.
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Over the years thousands of
children have gone camping to all
sorts of places and in every season

of the year; Groups of children

have camped in National Parks, near
rivers, by the sea, near lakes, in forests, in snow
country - in fact, just about everywhere.

I have taken hundreds
Whilst I
know that the children have had a great time, I feel that
many children would have greater enjoyment and learn more

if they knew how to observe things.

As a teacher,
of children on these different sort of camps.

There are many
experiences children could have which may lead to a life-
long interest.

I would like to show one way by
which you could learn more from your next camp. Every

camp area has at least one thing in common:

Wherever you are there will be at
least a few birds. Do you know
much about them? Do you know how

to find them? Maybe you will become interested in
learning the names of the birds and how to find them,
and thus develop a fascinating hobby.,.

Tthink I'm b

O

e G e &: - Ty .

;t OBSERVING

At camp, decide on a set path

that you will walk each day at the same time. (Before

breakfast is best, and again at sundown.) Casually
walk the path wearing dull clothes that don't flar.
KEEP QUIET.

pencil and,

Move in small groups, carry a small pad,
if pogdible, a"pair of¥ bimoculara, . The
Llet’s move on!
Here come those
loudmouth Kids

best birdwatching binoculars should
The first f
f

have 7 X 50 printed on them.
number should never be bigece> than 8 as
the binoculars are too hard to hold

still.
necessary permission for your walk! y

the énes that Jjust
quneﬂg wakch us,
<) \but I can’t stand

Make sure that you have the

Keep a 1list of birds you see.
Write a description of them, Give each bird a name
(even if you make it up) so that you can check it later.
Count the birds like this - write the number of the same
Sorf'of bird you see each time beside its name, and if
there are 10 or more, circle that number. When you
get home add them up.,
Eg. Starling 3 2 13 @ 4-@ =l{-6
Magpie [ 2 531 4 & = 14
Crimson Rosella 1 21 =4
When you return to camp, make
List all the different ¥ Some good bird beoks:

Gould League (Vic) Feld Guides.
Nes. [ to 6

g bipdi s

i ou saw (t to ¥4nd out their
bizrda (¥ ( ry O‘ﬁ Field Guide +o Aust. Birds .
and how many you saw. by P.Slater, Vol. | &2.

Tf"%?fw_“o\ A i\
2 Ll B L &QE\ ~———=

gl /EDCEchwnMP

sl )l s ﬁ/@% by FRWe|ght13

proper name S
BIRD OBSERVING PATH.

i ; CAMP



Outdoor Fumes

School. Camps are a great opportunity for :
) . {Wung owtd.oor

Games that can't be. p(a” v . (2

Hexre mtmmﬁu—tmm{? " .

1. dune creeping (or tantern stalking)

Needed: A colored u'ghf/tordn to mark home base.

At least one powexrful forch.

A dark night and sand dunes or bush.

At least 10 people. S
Rules: Set up home base on a hil or tree stump and \\\\\S*;f
appoint at least one spofter with a pewevfud S -
torch . Everyone else has two minukes to hide

/

Ny
an then try to creep back to b\oma &S S \\S;t
= base without being susassSS N ————
Ispofted. S N oA SR T
SusS <SS[F the spotter does see someone then

- \\.?\\\\‘-'{»he;j call out the person's pame or the
S N color of their jumpes and that person s out.
== <"The first person safely home can be the next spottex:

R e

7 = SR Hime limit can be put on each game & 3 whisHe blasts
e ,\\\m fFinish it . asls dseq

Z2.Storming the heights

Needed : 2 clearly marked areas of bush or sand-dunes.
2 teams with a flag each.
Lots of easy-to-break wool m 2 Colovs.
A time -keeper; whisHe-blowex with a note pad & penul.
Rules: Each team secrety plant-theiv £lag m their swn area. It must
be wisible for 3m all around (ie. i+ can’t be buried.)
Every person must have wool Hed around each arm (diferent
color for eadh team) on the sutside of their clothes and up
high on the arm. When the game starts it is the dbyect of
eadn team ‘o capture the other team’s F(ag. Guards may be
lef- avound the Flag. However, i€ a person has one piece of wool
pulled off their arm they ave’inuved”and must report o the
hospiral for © minutes. 1f "2 pieces of wool gre pulled off sthey are
“dead” and out of the game. Only 1 piece of wool may e
pulled off at a +ime. The pieces of wool cwe kept by the
time-keeper so that \f the flags arem’t found the team with +he
least number of pieces of wool taken From them is the WINNER!
,jé Rt by the hair)  The time limit for Hys game Can be
of My chinny anything  frem half an hour to a whole
chin chin- doy for older children,where i+ becomes a
~ test of planning and namgaton foe. Areas must

Hey, come
out. I want
o take

your wooal

off you!

easily worked into this game.

be clearly defined ! Orienteering skills  can be

some favorsee ViCtorian camping areas...

Dor’t forget the Education Department Camp
Mitdura at Somers (‘s “on map) and the Could League
Camp at Taminick (marked*T”) in
Kelly Country!
lake
Albacutya Reedy | Water
¥ Nat- Rerang ® [° Lakes | _pirdls. Leek for‘:s
5 o ; Lake Hume Snow gum
Hindmarsh = Albury : alpin(g\éaisi’es,
?\:’\:mp wedeeger blackfellows yam,
possums,
"L wombats .
o Benalla Be very careful
Ay:;napians P n w'mhf‘!!
Lake wildElowers . %ﬁldon
Rock,and.s
MELBOURNE Orbost
Lakes
warraambool Geslong Kb
2 0
S © loek for:
P gl Helmet orchids,
=t greenhoods 5
1 i allabies , possums
Fill this out n_Q_w/ wilson’s :MMDG*’SFMWHQ'

—and thaFs an ordex ! Promontory G iy
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(Probe or Nature Notes) I Name, /SChOOI
S0 fusar=inchided postaas. | . 4 oL kTR R T T
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ACROSS (2 DOWNY)

1. When she has laid
the eggs a mother
B P L
down on them to
hatch them.

2. Wally Wombat was
O s s 7 in
the Animal Olympics.

3.The 'platypus’ is

a very

Ssomeone who
betvays their own
C,Ounf'rg.

5.Many years ago, people would light a — . ____

the electvic light.

jerword/

2 3 4 Y 6

5

wow! A seven
by seven cross-
word without
one blank !l T
must get my
dictonary out!

FromOddites & CuriosiHes
of Words & Literature” by
C-C.Bombaugh& M.

Gardnew: (A Dover book )

instead of switching on

6. When playing with large pythons jone must be careful that they don’t crush
oniel"ie Ut n — You:

7.The teacher your parents had was probably s

You have now (believe it or not!)

GQNAGIramMS -made by rearranging the lefters In a word or.a phrase.

(snail = slain (qulp))

punishment = nine thumps /
The eyes = they see.

= enough.
Spring, summer; autumn,winter =" Time’s running past,” we murmur.

one hug

&)
Q

Sk

Nature Notes = True, no teas’n’!
The countryside = no cty dust here !

elephant =

Make up your own anagrams!

Registered for Posting as a perlodical—Category B

PolindromesS - wods or sentences that read the same backwards !

Was it avat I saw? Ten animals I slam i a net! Do not start ak
rats to nod. A man, a plan, a canal — Panama /
Can you make up some palindromes ? (Words like madam, noon, step,

stops, etc.

are

very handy for sentences)

ORDER NEXT YEARS NATURE NOTES NOW!




