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CAMPING. byLDelacca.miS'n'THAT GOES
Why not do a project on possums?
Pind out about their prehensile
tail, the beautiful glider family,’
their marsupial breeding habits
and their way of life.

Many school camps visit the
Port Campbell National Park - and
what a wealth of nature there is

to see there! For a start there is

Mutton-bird Island - just a stone's
throw from the mainland,

hundreds of Mutton-birds breed in

the season between about now and

April, and you can see them return
from feeding every night at sunset.

Penguin rookeries are also to be found here, as ere the
spectacular rock stacks known as London Bridge and the
Twelve Apostles. See what you can discover about this
exciting area, rich in Victoria's early history -
especially with shipwrecks like that of the loch Ard
off the rugged coastline.

On some of your camping tours you may see at an
entrance to a special area, a large
sign with an ibis painted on it.
When you see this symbol you will
know that the area you are in is a
State Sanctuary and that all its
inhabitants are strictly protected.
Two of our sanctuaries may be found in
the north of Victoria - one near the

Murray River between Gunbower and
Gohuna, and another near Kerang. The
former is Kow Swamp and the latter

Reedy lakes and both are sanctuaries for wounded birds

during the duck-shooting season. If you visit these
sanctuaries you can be sure you will see plenty of water-
bird life.

Other popular camping spots aro-und Victoria include
the Grampians (SEE NATURE NOTES Vol.12 No.6.), the
Victorian Alps and Wilson's Promontory. For a map of
these beautiful places and some short notes on what to

look for, see page 15.

This month This'n'That goes camping around Victoria.
While we are camping we will look at some of the special
wonders of nature that we may find at each particular spot.

Last year about 80 girls and boys
from my school at Greenhills camped in
the Wyperfeld National Park in north
east Victoria. Whilst there we saw

'S\cuM]r>a

many excellent examples of native
flora and fauna. The bird life, so
different to that around Melbourne,
held everybody's attention right
from the start, but the most exciting
moment came when we (another teacher,
some children and myself) were privileged
to have an uninterrupted view of the
famed Mallee Fowl or Iowan near its nest.

We watched it spell-bound for upwards of fifteen
minutes as it scratched around the mallee scrub searching
for food, its feathers blending perfectly with the bush
litter of its surroundings. What makes the mallee fowl
so unique among birds? Why do people all over Australia
travel hundreds of miles in often fruitless attempts to
catch a glimpse of this bird? The children in our group
were anxious to find out and many strange facts came to

light following their investigations. See what you can
find out about our bird with the built-in thermometer.

If you visit Wyperfeld you may see one if you follow these
simple rules:

V '■
■W

Ho-..

/Hc»Ilee fbw( Island Arch-?orhCdmpk)d( Ndtftrrk-

a) first find the mound,
b) rise early,
c) wear drab clothing, and
d) learn to be very quiet over

a long period.
When you are on your camp you may

have a chance to see some nocturnal

animals. Most common of these are the

members of the possum family. Possums
are all quite harmless unless you try
to catch one - then you really have
trouble on your hands. When you look

Possum, for possums you will need a strong
I (f (seaNM.Molj3- torch, very quiet voices and a dark

NflXfbf-more) night.
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Glossy
Ibis

Brush-
tailed
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fhis
MOMJTORS by Shayne kenned^

f\ YnayuJj3Tr cxnci

kuicL of CLnuyLobi. Monitov^
goruutCL curt, the, Scunta

don'h have "to go ou/og on a ccuwp 'to
InaV-e on enjoyable and worthi^/hiLz- tuvve.. lA/e
readved a whok stack, of Uittors from
GnsuJnAM .PS. affev tKiiu- vi’sdr to* tkit

Hef? i5 cnu. of pUx6 cuv
Odfer ffwi Shayne of KnoxfVeXd .PS.

se-xttC^' \

03UV, suJxnVj

qujjMx^ , cUtrUr^ Lntef and, tuZ urtk.

bcuX.. Tfuig uakC clcKvdr or^y
cyiy^^cJz sxxo(v u^6 rviatr^ Ccw5_,

tr-ejL Sdxctvyt4 tMX^.
food : Its ctc€>tr of Sf\AMt6j .
U-^oltcU , bvnckc OAvd inrdJi eggs. It
bcreoUji^ [or^ moudy Og sce>M;.
Pr^ey LS <MjvJJ~cw,d, cuvd- n„*<r
OkfiAAK^ ugo . dkjuy
turcr mj^tv-e4 Lsmg

Pesoryvturvy : Long tcuX, snolee- UiLe,
pi^rT-TW,- lAy tfo®' brnly urltfo Lcmg
pLadt-enJt£t ktiXcL . It ojystj ko<f,
L<mg oUxaa;3.
Common C?oannq: Monitors are found u\/

and Austrotd . Tbeg are
th.e closest Uvi'ng rtLoJc^V^ of the
ctinoscuur. Tlhe name ‘goonnn.’ is iMed
only uc f\u^UrraJMX, cuvt coiwc4 frr>vv.
tfoL unm^ eg acofue ^ a type of efoag
bujung ArAjLTiCtfo. The arnuvvuryv
gcnxruvcu UuC4 uv oXC Static
0oooept Td/maru-CL..
QayJLoL’s MonXtOT^'» Or San_d. C<<7te»LAa,^

tb^-surultsur' to Cmvv>(Yvcn^ CocMvmcX
Oc Lace, MonAJtnrr It LuHA uv dxgj,
S,(AA-cLg .

PanentLC '■

fl ustrduiuv Lo^anct cxnd_ \a Cettrreot
cbxrk. brourn, to black, uatfo renos

of y-ettovj spirts across its Iracte. It
U foumd. wv tKfl. djusitt regubtus of
ouitrxxl ound, nurrtKjo^ Aoctrtdx'c.

■jTie head of+hePerci\te.

They can grow over Zto
Lmg (?ft.).They rarely
trovd far fVotn hheir

rocky Indeouts.

t
/Tiruidte ilShoyne, your

. book prl-^es v^l orriVe
\ei/-enfucUXy / asNasiS

g »at?l3N3
tsi a3j,NV''
y oxivyr

g'2NVyx5
xrg waxNB

sanxsaN

Mr.Johnson,girls and bogs.
This mornlnq for show
and Ted, ra tike to ^
show yoy rng pet

\. monitor, or goanna.

sroak.^E VISIT TO TH6

-sHfgr^iggf;:
ao

vjevt
bus uS >wifoairi

jCUoM^^nS
grour OTACmccov

We

^A^ W
we

dV\e*n

oo>ur'+^-

,1 the

abooar^^fj VVNat \ke
\0oV 0/0^ f U)°V beV^^A^ f^oun-

ffoitftrLfers--
t . ●,v^ A JL 'TA'C^'-

![

meet
arv^CA'

^oJ\ animate,
e.

ojOoh\^

CA^e-

a.
\ooV

stuff'
ofoe^

M'fet

to
^efoeat aoi

into

a At
V\o)Ut

vV\a

at
\ass

Jrte-ojod ov^

badt
a ' fHm, MmsH be a " ^

,●''LJ blackbeard moni'hidUs^-

■>(6-TViere are many myths
about how a bTe {torn cx
Qoanna or~ a Blue-tongue
will get re-\nfected every
y-eor (or seven years) at
tKc SCUTU2. tme as it was

origihottg in pL'eted . This
no doubt came from the
fact that goannas often
heu/e rott'ny meat in Thext
teeth which, leads to
ihfooh'on <snd a wound
that \s dlffcutt fn heat.

et'
ai^ ■>I

1 speA VA^ea -IK Thanks Annebfe. What

about the'Night Raid' had me pU35(ea.
i thought perhaps uouwere mixed
up with Nightshade (a poisonous plant)
or a Nitrate. poisom,as FharLap
died after eafi’n^ poisonous ive^d
it is thought. But your prloa'pal teds
me that the notice under Phar LAjf>
reads'. VharLapj die,d in America.

By Nighb Raid, out of	
Which means Might Raid Was his father/

you saidyjOA
thjL Lavrg.Lvt:L5

WANTED
Can yoM
help?
Ut us ^
know if

can.

SILK WORMS
fcr

breeding

Wendy Harris
Oradj.3

Blackburn EastfS. ^
7
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jump on your lap to be patted.
Beiny short-sighted they also
lear . to follow closely on

They grow up to

closely related toWombats are

and are something likeKoalas

They arethe American Beaver,

marsupials but have teeth^like
rodents that keep on growing.

Thus they must keep
and chewing to wear them down
to a comfortable length.
Wombats like to feed on grasses,

roots of shrubs and trees,

fungi and vegetables,
captivity they will also eat
peanuts, sultanas, biscuits and
cake. They drink very little.
An orphaned wombat demands a
lot of attention - more than
a Joey - and must be bottle

But they are a most
affectionate animal and will

your heels.
1.2metres long and weigh up to
40kg, and are so

being run over by a car
on the open road does not
always kill them outright, but
leaves them to a painfully slow

Although many have found
them wonderful pets, they can never ' ^
be cured of their desire to dig (why go round a fence when
vou can dig under it? I) - and it is especially wise to let
them go Lring the breeding season, although they will often
return later of their own accord. +>,0^.0 n-
Female wombats give birth to one baby a ,
enough food around, the male wombat being told to clear ou
SenAhe baby is born. The baby wombat stays in its mother's
pouch (which opens backwards) for about 2 or b montns.

(Tcommon WOMBRT

Naked rto&e, coarse
kqiv,shork ears -

nded- Liv-es, m

|<3irqe burrow.
NSW,Vic.5.0 near
rdaHv« inidsmariq.

solid that
grindingCl-

evenrou

a

bark,
some

'death.In

●1

^HAIRY-MOSED WOMBAT
Silky hair, sharper
ears. Hairy
Lives iri a warren.
Ski.ftMsf. and across

Nwllabor mho W.A.

Two rare speci’es of
Wonnbahs are fawnd
1V1 Queensland.

nose.

fed.

THE AGE, Monday, October 18, 1976
reprinted with Permission, ^

The wombat gets a lift in statusThe Wimbahs op

Wombledob Common
ore we? X

in the status of dingoes
other- native animal still on the
list- of declared vermin.
"In the future the dingo may

well have a different status and
role,” Mr. Douglas said,

"it may surprise many people
that there are more sheep killed
in western," Victoria each year by
town and'farm dogs—^there are
virtually no dingoes in western
Victoria — than in the eastern
higlands, where sheep losses
from dingoes are supposed to be

After 70 years of indignity as
officially designated vermin,
things are looking up for
Victoria’s wombats. ^^ere it’s a
The chairman of the Vermin pest,” he said.

DouSft^°a ^^^ItTbeen fhe meat °fn
beneficial change of status”. and the rabbits

He said the wombat’s status as “It appears that a more sensible
“vermin” — a title it has held and acceptable P^dos^Phy
since 1906 — had been reviewed wombat management is evomng
by the board and the Fisheries and in society.’
Wildlife Division. Wombats have been in trouble

“I think it can look forward to with the law for 70 years in Vic-
a beneficial change of status — toria because of their.. ,gbility to

This may even
cause me 'to

revise my
classi pea Non
oF hupiam./

iEnvironment WiriJerBy TI M COLE PATCH, bur

break through rabbit-proof fences
and open holes for the rabbits.

In 1925 a ten shilling bounty
was placed on their heads, and for
years thousands of pounds were
paid out annually to wombat-
killers.

The bounty was suspended in
1966 and abolished in- 1971.

Mr. Douglas said the board’s
■ present policy -was "to remove significant. . ^ ,
lending wombats” and leave the The forum was organised by
rest alone. the. Natural Resources Conserva-
He also foreshadowed changes tion League.

0
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U '!'

,1,1
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by D. Dobson
Until the seventeenth century, plants had been

named without any co-ordinated system of classification

by European botanists.

In many cases this specific or second name honors the

discoverer of the plant or another famous person.

However, the name is always latinised sn as to end with

is, or something similar.

Eg. Grevillea banhsi" was named after Sir

Joseph Banks, who, together with Dr. Carl

Solander (one of Linnaeus’ students)

collected many botanical specimens along

the east coast of Australia on Captain

Cook’s first voyage in the "Endeavour".

Differing ideas, languages, and

poor communication posed difficult problems and created

confusion in many attempts at a scientific classification

of plants.

a, 1, us, es. urn.

In 1753, a Swedish Professor, Carl Linnaeus,

devised a system for classifying and naming plants, both

those known and those yet to be discovered. He used

Latin (the lingua franca of the day) and Greek to give

the plants a two-part name. The first part is called

the "generic" (or family) name of the species.

Eg. Eucalyptus, Acacia, Hakea, Grevillea.
'i' -V

U 'Woody
U\\ frwit."

a:

Linnaeus’ method of botanical recording and

classifying ended confusion and made botanical

His system inspired the eagerexploration worthwhile,

botanists to search for and discover many new species

"Cwm*trc-cs" Spider FlowerWciH-las

V/-

in lands all around the world.

I*' / f / fl .bofcrycephala

The second part is usually a descriptive name describing

some characteristic peculiar to the plant.

Eg. 'Eucalyptus citriodora - the second name

refering to the lemon-scented leaves of

this particular species.

H. cortffwbosQ. G.Jurviperina.

There are 10 animals hiddev] in this pu53le which was drawn
Stuart Robertson^grade4.j Rinawood East PS.

Circle -them as

Ttie ’lennon-scented gum’
IS a very popular garden
free because opils t-a(l 'y
and slender shape.
ft con gro
30m. tain

●■Sir Josefb Banks prst used
the term 'gum tree.' in 1770
ot Bcrtang Bag .Today, now
that around 5oo eucaigpts aire
known of, the words'gum tree'
are usaallg used only for
■ttose with smootfi bark.

w up +00 a
9rtiooi+ij

qrau-whibe
hrunk this month by W'Prohask^

A-'Dunstan iS. s. Rohertson' .10 11



^ OBSERVING

So ^ At camp, decide on a set path

that you will walk each day at the same time« (Before
breakfast is best, and again at sundown») Casually

walk the path wearing dull clothes that don't flap-

KEEP QUIETo Move in small groups, carry a small pad,

pencil and, if possible, a pair of binoculars» The
j! fL£(-’s move on!

best birdwatching binoculars should |
have 7 X 50 printed on themo The first

number should never be biggeo than 8 as /

the binoculars are too hard to hold

still. Make sure that you have the

necessary permission for your walk!

0

Over the years thousands of

children have gone camping to allCamp

or- &VST/ A sorts of places and in every season

of the year. Groups of children

have camped in National Parks, near

rivers,by the sea, near lakes, in forests, in snow

country - in fact, just about everywhere.

(

/ rnirid '

file ones that- JmsH
CJuieriy vvahclr ns,
but I can’t stand J
yttiose. louts/

/
/h

O'-l)//
As a teacher, I have taken hundreds

Whilst I

-c-

of children on these different sort of camps,

know that the children have had a great time, I feel that

many children would have greater enjoyment and learn more

if they knew how to observe things,

experiences children could have which may lead to a life

long interest.

Keep a list of birds you see.

Give each bird a nameWrite a description of them,

(even if you make it up) so that you can check it later.
Count the birds like this - write the number of the sameThere are many

sort of bird you see each time beside its name, and if

When youthere are 10 or more, circle that number,

get home add them up.

Eg, Starling 3 2 ●

Magpie

Crimson Rosella I 2. I

I would like to show one way by

which you could learn more from your next camp. Every

camp area has at least one thing in common:

^ Wherever you are there will be at

least a few birds. Do you know

much about them? Do you know how

to find them? Maybe you will become interested in

learning the names of the birds and how to find them,

and thus develop a fascinating hobby.
I-fhirik I’m 1

-if6
S 14f 2. s f 4- s

s ip

When you return to camp, make

List all the different Seme good Mrd books-
Gould LeagueC^i'Q Reid Guides.

Nos.ltaS.

FieJd Cuid^fo flush BiVds .

by P.Sfaher, Wol- l

a bird list,

birds you saw (try to^^fi^nd out their
proper names) and how many you saw,
B/fyjoBseRviNG WH- oa> HoLL-ow III \ !/

- ^^£Dc;e swfiMP

'“'N

RR.Weight.
SAND I>UNeS'o

13



School Coj^ art a great CffjortuAA^ (W fvCaujcna avJchcmr
Qoxrou. tkot axjr^’t a^n-waOy (/t fiXoy^cC ct^mhUuTay^a^ .

Here ar-t tow- tnoMtUs — tr^ tiun^/		

l.dUM, CWPiltg (oriaruxr^ sfca4fetng}Mp.
N/ee4eH-' A colored. Ugbt/fcoroH to mark home base.

At least one powerful -fcr&h.
A dark nigkt and s’and dun-ei or busb.
At least 10 people.

1?ules: Set wp home base on a h'i(l or tree stump and
appoint at (east one spotter with a powerful
torch . Everyone eJs
an tVieji try to creep

: base without be^i’ng
;spotted.

some mvorite Victonan campfna araaa...

I>on’fc forget the. Education Deportnhent Comp
af Somers ("s"on mof) ojod the Qou^d League
Comp
Kelly Country!

Mildura

at Idminick (mo.rked^T''') uv.

Utke

Alkwout^o

L4(<e

Htodnarsh

V. Reedy
oX Lakes

little eye_, VUaber

J -tarols
Mar. Park- Lflok for:

snow gums,
alpine doiisies,
blacKfeHow's yam,
possums,
vv/ombats.

^ very careful
in winter!!

Keranj ● 1°WALLY ,
WoHSHT/J^ 5 UKe hurtie

Wbu,
o

Kaw

Swamp
Wjodea^ga

T

Lake

Bild^n

Grampians
Brea-/^ats! '

Ttis game
IS torch er.^

/fen
WtlU flowers.Lake

f^aoklainds
MELBOORNe

Orbost

^ -they call out the persorx s name or the
color of tteir jumper and that person is outr.

pirst person safely home cun be the next spotter,
ttme (Irvut can be put on each gcxme S- 3 whistle blasts used

^ to finish it.

Lakes
EritOiince

Cktlon3
Wurnambool

,● 0.
Uek for*.
Helmet orchids,
greenhoodSj
waUabi€^,po^wms

^ wombats, ned-wome-
binds S. swamp birds.

O

w

(iarwplpe^t
A

z.Sfcormins cfiie heishts
Needed- Z dearly marked artas of bush or sand-dunes.

2 t€ams vvtth a flag each.
Lots cf easy-to-break wool ih 2 Colors.
A time-keefer;whistle-bloweA- with a note pad-S. penal,

kules: Each -team secretig plantfhaV flag in -thei’r own area. It must
be visible for 3m all around (ie.'>t can't be buried.)
Every person must have Wool ti'«2d around each arm (cliffererit
color for each team) on the outside of their clothes and up
high on the arm. When the game Sturts, it is fhe object of
each beam to coftture the oLher team's flag. Guards may be
left around -the flag . tlowever, if a person has one. piece of wool
pulled off their arm they are"injured*and must report to -Hie.
hosp'bal for E" minutes. If 2 pieces of wool arc pulled off,-they are
"dead"' and out of the gatntt. Only 1 piece of wool may be.
pulled off At A time. The. pieces of wool cure kept by the
time-keeper so that if ihe fiaqs aremt found,the team with the

least number" pieces of wool taken from them is the WIWMER-^
The time limit fbr this gome can be
anything from half an hour to a whole
dog fsr older chllcOren, where it becomes a
test of planning and noMgafffn -too. Areas must
be clearly defined.' Orienteering skills can be
easily worked into this go/noe.

!
Fill This out now.'
-and that’s anorderP

Wilson's

Tromonkory

N^uRB NcrrsLS,
RO. BOX 28.

RtNGWOOO EAST.
3136.

(-Ph.879-1263.)

Orders may be c^npirmed or altered next year if jfou wish.

nature notes order form

Name/School		

Address			 	 	

FILL IN,CUT OUT 6ND SEND TO ●●

Order Form for 1977
FRICES FOR, N&xr year;

4i&fbr one or two muga^ined:
(Probe or Nature Notes)

^2./’yecLT—includes postage.

^ For multiple copies :
Nature Nbtes '^1 /year-7 postage
Probe 50c/year j ipd^ded.

lO issues of e.ach maga3i>ie pex'
year,so MCh Probe is only 5c
and 'each tMature Note« lOc —and
that includes postage.'!
Don't pay y&T —we will send
acjCQU^ts with first edlHon

next year.

Hey, Come
out. I Want
to take

your wool
V^you.' I

F/Code

Teiephone	
Please send

Signed

10 issues ®f each magazine, again in 1977.

yhok by the hair
ch'A cfr\&h-

Bribes.Nafum

X>ate
14



a seveo^
by seven cross-
word wi+bouh

one blofiki! I
lYiMSl- get" fmy

ouH/ 1

«

I j 7

Ac;?oss(«J)owN.O
I. IV^en she has (aid
fhe eggs a mdber
bird	

down on then} tt>
hatzh them,

a. IVdIly Wombat was

l^ictionar^
z

3

inan

the Animal Olympics.
a.The'piatypas' is
a verj	
animal.

4. A	
Someone who

betrays their own
country.

5. Many years ago, people would light a
the electric Light.

6. When playing wifh large pyfhons,one must be careful that they don’t crush
and e—

7.1be teacher your parents had was probably s	
you have now (believe it or not.i}

5

FromOdd i h'« 5. Cm ri os i ti«4

— of Words & Literature" by
C C.6ombaugh.S. M-
Gardner (fl Pover booJe) .

instead of switching on

IS

7

I
you; CO

than the one

5

anagrams -made by rearranging ihe leif&rs I'n a word ora phrase,

punishment = nine thumps./ Csnahj;
The eyes = they see.
one hug = enough.

Spring,summery autumn,winter = "Time’s running past," we murmur.
Nature Notes ^ True, no teas’n’.'
The countryside - no cu'ty dust here/
elephant = anagrams/
pa-ecndtromes - oiords

3

CB

a

sentences that rood Hie same backwards /or

Eg. Was it a art I saw? Tert animals I slam in a net/ Vo not start at
rats to nod. A man, a plan,a canal —Vanama /

Can you make up some palindromes ? (Words like madam,noon. step,
stops, et-c. are very handy for sentences/)

ORDER NE)Cr yEAR’^S MATURE NOTES NOW/


