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Victoria - the areas first settled. InWell Christmas is nearly with

us again and with it comes the

summer - so very different to the

white Christmas the early settlers

had known in Europe,

most of Australia are hot and dry

and plants that were in flower at

Christmas time were eagerl;/ sought

after by the colonists to decorate

their slab huts or their little

bush churches,

this, and because these plants

made such a splash of color in the

dull green bush during the summer,

a number of plants were given the

common name of Christmas bush,

tree or shrub.

Think back to what these early

settlers must have felt with the

seasons turned around and summer

at Christmas time - the forests of

towering eucalypts - thousands of

miles from the holly, mistletoe

and pines they had used for decor

ation in their own home countries,

It«s interesting that the plants

that were given this name are

mainly in N,S,W,,
2=				

Chr isf-mos

Bells.
NoSoW, there are 3 plants, an orchid,

a lily and a shrub,

Calanthe triplicata (Christmas orchid)

is a lovely soft white flower with

large leaves about half a metre high.

The second one, a lily, is Blandifordia

nobilis (Christmas bells), a cluster

of grass like leaves with stiff stem

carrying the delicate red a: .1 5 ellow

bell-shaped flowers.

Ceratopetalum gummiferum (NSW Christmas

bush) - this is prized because of the

brilliant red foliage after flowering.

The Victorian and Tasmanian Christmas

bush is Prostanthera lasianthos - one

of the native mint bushes.

The orchid

Summers in

VictonanAs a result of The third one is
Q,rl3ftvi<«
Bush.

(er«s.)

It grows to

about 3m high in the cooler damp forest

gullies - a lovely sight to see in full

rrostcifiwa

Usiarrrtios.

flower with the white flowers standing

The Christmas tree from W.A.,

Nuytsia floribunda, is very interesting

because it’s parasitic - its roots

attach to those of other plants, from

which they obtain most of their food

requirements.

Ccratopchxtum qum»»»ipe»aim
NSW chrlshflos '^Bush.

FfonbMfldq.

out,

I"® why oW
Sqntei \fjears a /

CMp! i

It grows to about 6m

high and is covered by lovely orange

flowers around Christmas time.

*Mosr (fmeRS in
Qnsrwias

^ im issye,»MWN
^ 6Y MRS.W.P«OH<ttKYj
SH£S TREMeWOOUS/^

Tree.
Tasmania and
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Where_NOT to_look_for the_^red-kack: Usually it builds an
untidy wed In old drain pipes, dags, old iron andwood
heaps. While very seldom fatal, the bite can ccuse
agony - particularly in the legs and stomach - followed
by much perspiration. The spider is easily recognized
by its black, pea-shaped body with the red stripe and
long slender legs. Sometimes the red stripe may not be
readily visible. If you believe you have found a red-
back - call an adult but don’t touch. Often on holidays
I have seen thirsty children rush to a tank tap, put
their mouth over it and turn it on.

That is NOT a very wise thing to do.
ALWAYS turn the tap on first, as there
maybe a red-back, bullant, bee or wasp
hiding up the tap - and a bite inside
your body can be very nasty indeed.

This chart may help you to know what to do:

By the time you read this girls and boys, I can
imagine that most of your thoughts will be on the holidays
just around the corner. Probably many of you will be
travelling far and wide - to beaches, mountains, plains
and forests. Por most people, holidays are a happy time,
an exploring time, a finding out time, ^or some, possibly
even you, they can become a sad or painful time. On
holidays we are very often in unfamiliar territory and
engaging in unusual activities. This is then the time

that we need to keep alert to the dangers that may lurk
behind that rock, under that log or in that pool, let
us look at some of these:

3(ue-

t-inged
Octopus

Nature Notes has often

warned you about a pretty little
fellow with eight legs - often
found in rock pools where N
people love to explore. Yes,
that's right, the BLUE-RINGED
OCTOPUS - found right around
Australia. This very dangerous
mollusc can hold a fascination

for children because it is able

to change color from dull, dark
blue rings on the brownish, ^
yellow body, to bright peacock
blue. Under no circumstances

should you handle it as a bite
produces an immediate numbness

which leads to respiratory failure (ie. you can't breathe)
and the need for artificial respiration.

HOSPITAL?■reeATMENTANIMAU ANTIVEMENE

For r>ios(-
SnqkebiFei.

'PuF a-(Burn'icjueL around F+ie b'rtfen limb.
●Pesf- limb- geF paFienF Fo hospiFal quickly-bi<F Wr+bouF panic.
● IdcriTiFy snake if fwssible.

Yes.Snakes.

'm!Si
Yos.SPID6RS?“' Yes.

No FoMmiquef needed — resF poiFienf.

Tburnic|MeF — don’t loosen if.
Sack

Yes.No.Funnel Web

Keep up nrFipa'nl respirbiFIbti imFil you geF Fo a hospital. NJo. Yes.OCTOPUS.

(Blue Ri'n<^«0
STONERSH.

STINGRAY.

Yes.
Yes.

Yes.
BctFhe 'in Warm Water. No.

Only if you’re
dlierglc to

bi

nging barb without stjwee^ing poison sac.(Use
) Anttnisinmene cream tnay b« necessary.

Remove stii

knife edge)
Bees-

WASPS .

Bullants.

No.
<te.

No.No.fd\n killers and rest.PUATYPt/S.

(Ao(apfeo( from’THE age'

Before I say goodbye for 1976, I'd like %to say
just a word for the poor old maggies. Many of them are
killed on our roads because they cannot get out of the
way of cars quickly enough. You may help to save them by
asking Dad to ease up a bit on the right-hand pedal - and
you might be saving more than a magpie's life too.
Meanwhile, enjoy your holidays girls and boys (if you
still can after all these dire warnings) and we look
forward to you telling us all about them in 1977

NATURE notes, I>€cewberji97&.

"Red-back Spider
Another nasty and dangerous
creature is the red-back spider.
Many spiders rely on strong
silken webs to catch their

prey whilst others have to use
venom to subdue their suppers.
While Sydney has its fatal
funnel-web, Victoria has its
red-back.

f
Red

4
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ANIMAL-
Mallee R>wl

It’s how mny oF the ‘ins/e^tio^’ made by hortians
V)oxve acttiaKy beer\ 'borrowed’ from ofher mmbws of the

[{\r^qdofri. f\U sorts of things frono danos to gliders
h<5we been (e^nt frcrm our o/iimal friends, here are a few

were exarvpfes:
The Wea\/-ejr Bird fnot an
/Wistrcdior nutii/e) mnkes a
beoutifdllg finished nest
prora the pine6f materihfs

-they oxr\ find. Offer they
puil down the nesh and start

03ain if everything is roF
per feed:/ The material they
^se IS nctuaUy interwovor
to give added strength) and
allow such strangeCc) shaped ne^ts.

Basket* Weaving/

The Paper IVasp builds an
efoborafe nesh from a white,

pufoer-Uke substance. In each
cpd is placed a preseri/ed

Caterpillar; or sometKing similar,
<md a single egg is (aid on top.
When the baby wasp haktes its
fiYst meat it ready and frech/
The Wasp’s ‘flats’ are fdlly
furnished with ^ deep-free;;e fa[)

of meat//

Origami^ MighKise Fiats/

fhii

Vv’o
● i

Tbtfery /IncufeaHn^ Oven I
(See Nature Note^ No.?, VoL.lt.)
lofting (i/fer in the MaUee f«w(s
mound provides beat cmd by
shifting the dirt on or off the
heap tti!c bird can controL the
temperature. It see-tno to
measure the temperature with
its bexk.lbe eggs are buried
<^wher they hatct,,tKe chicks
must d/g thei'r woa^ to th-e
surface..

Look up these other'animal inventions':
● ■The Panactiute (The Flying frog op Borneo)
●IheTank —armour plating (the flrrnindiKo^
* fferiscof 64 (The Stulk-eyed Fly op Ne^wduinen)
® Ftsking RoMs (An^lepsli)

The Votber or Mason Wasps are
''loners^ or SoUtory wasps-unlike
the Soci'aX Peeper Wasps on the
page before. They txn h<u/e
CndaVioLuat cetLs ursede their
rrvud house but they don’t

Ure and pnd food as a colony.
Their wings fold lengthwise when
at re^tj\mejreoA you mag have
noticed that other saUtory wasps
howe wings that stick out UUe

bee’s.

«8i-foca(s (Tte^rcyed fTshof SHi-AmeUa^
● HyoLnciplaiie4(ftlmcsf.'the BosiWsk runi

waher .■')

a

on

ENGINEERS
fsee fage lo oAso for infbrfviaFon on ^lid&rsONature Nofe4, 'December i976. 7
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"Ybn can’f eat
me! I’m no|-

a sea-snail!

WHAT’S WHAT ● «

1 L'/mpds
2 Barnacles

3 Anemone. -

4 Sea Urchin

5 Sea Star

6 Turban Shell'^
7 Musse/

8 Btiff-le Star

9 Seaweed (Nepfvm's NecklaceJ
10 Hermit Crab

11 Porcupine Rgh

12 Sea-bat Starfish

DON’T QO pOCK~ HOPPINC,

WHEM THE TIDE IS COMiNQ

IN I!

nature motes - PEC£NB^R,1976. 9
8



ANIMAL IDENTEFICATiON PAR^E.
Sort out +he jurnbled names of these creature5 and
draw a line to the right picture.VPfUp mnd peah

AMJoajf ● ●

BIRDS AT THE ZOO

One of the ^

things man has ^
always been trying
to do is fly - espec
ially to glide like an
eagle. In this day of jet \
travel, gliding has become |
popular again. The Rogallo assigned gliders - like the
one above - have given people the feel of what it’s like
to glide like a bird or the possum on the front cover.
Whereas glider possums may volplane for about 100m, the
hang gliders of today can stay aloft for at least 12hours
and travel over 40kms! Unfortunately however, the
accident record of the hang gliders is not quite as good
as the possums’ - two people are killed every week in
the USA trying to glide. Schools are being set up in
Australia to teach people how to do it properly - rather
than just jump off the nearest cliff with a set of wings!

Find out what you can about the history of flight.
How is it that gliders can actually rise in the air and
not just keep on falling? Why is there a statue of
Icarus at Tullamarine Airport - and who was he? Can you

make a better model glider than the usual paper dart?

The numbered picture dues are all of birds you might
see at the zoo. Can you recognize them ?

^ FASUER THAM f\ SPEED(N<5
TORTOISE,

aJt-flBLE TO FIOHT HIS mV
S/NOLEHANDElT OUT OF A

Krmt-B TO LEAPTAFL
TOADSTOOLS WfTH A

SIMGEE &0UNI>,
tham a

6RICK, IT’S...

\t's a plane f

J
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'L£/h<ce?I>id I hear

Som one nienfi'on

\(£^ft)ce /?

Another Grade 6 hoy, Leo Spoor

about another sort of animal with’jaws of steel'.

sent IS this

BOOK fRiZES FOR
THESE 3. BOYS.

Tiairtk? 'Vail your
l&tfeKs I'n/'oughouf"
-fh-o yeav/

This letter from Stuart Jones came earlier in the year WlIGATgBS_&_CH0002II,ES.
I have written 1

in about alligatorshut we have kept it until the summer when some of you

may even see a whale at Marineland o^ washed up on the

heach.

from aI did earlier this
Asia, Africa,

project

The alligator lives in
a and America.

year.

Australi
He lives i

or salt

rivers,

water
swamps, lagoons,

marshes,

do love to Hr

mind what they
passes their jaws.

in

days and fresh

mainly in the
themyths OE They live

or grampus, has been
"The Killer

water but

Alligators don
e out in the

■ eat
The Orcinus orca,

the

sun.

they snap at
which i -

When

t
undeserved nan;3 -

given

Whale”.

intelligent

anything that

- includes crabs, shrlmpe,
200v u alligator Is born he200g - but at 10

as 150kg.

the most
It is classed as o o ●

- , It is

other species
crayfish and ducks,
weighs about

animal of the sea.

^Pller than any

The grampus
no more a years old hehas a large

favorably

is said

as much

tail&when he 1
men

The

head and

2 teeth

(leo i

below

may be
^ alligator

s chased he
of the sea. swims with his

can swim faster than 2
brain which compares

The grampus
complex

^ith those of men.
paddling

crocodile

a canoeJ

the dolphin,

sonar

is different

eyes are different
sticking up when

cousin to

highly sensitive
, ● JO,,. A + usually eating

and identify it, usuaixj
blooded

and some-

to theto be a

It uses

its prey

squid, fish and s

to locate alligator - his
and the

crocodile has
his i

jaws are closed,
from whichincluded two sketches

were taken.)

ometimes warm¬
ths onestravel in packs

whales if they are
They

attack larger

animals»

times
of a grampus

about 50 teeth
The jaw

trap with
wounded. See you lafer, AHigafcr./sick or

resembles a huge

with which
flesh it’sit tears the

of
found the remains

in the stomach
A man once

and U seals in
eating.

13 dolphins

of one dead grampus. ^ttAosbr^iing+3 H.Cogger in Australian %)+/l65’
(ReekOttiev-a are No allicsatw^ i'o flustmli'a

-only me {raih-Water & EsMaHne Orococ^iles/■Read aboiit'OI<j(lofvi'greuwpus m
MW Vol. ia,Wo/£f..

13
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^ (Or,bow -fobsd- ihe h^r -f^l/s swnp^mr)
As tMs is the last issue of Nature Notes that I will

he editing, I really must take this short space to

sincerely thank the following people, named and
named:

7^*

\\ un-
you-fui^r

Side on +o-ihe sun

»c

* my "Ass.Ed." Mrs. Ann Gihson,

* Mr.Pruden, the Ringwood District Inspector,

* Mr.little, Principal, Ringwood East,
* The Nature Notes Committee of

the past two years.

.'f'

like us gwM \€fOS€6!
uou dai\'i-^0

TViat way
Ko('/ /i

'1 just- migVit
twi^ -to
V idea.

/And I'd l/kelD se«7^
a cl^eerio Id my Ai*nf
Winifred and all -fhe /
girls&boifs in
ho5piha(.^—^

f iVhqf about
thanking us.
u/6 have to

\ read ibeihing.y * Mothers* Cluh of Ringwood
—-— —^ East who have typed, drawn,

collated, packaged and

delivered Nature Notes,

* Teachers like Mr.Williams of

Beaumaris who have spread

Nature Notes everywhereJ

THANK You ALL A SEASONS GREETINGS,

better again, if \
uou can't beat -ttri<2. \
heat-then join it. '
g>e Cold-blooded lik^
me and you won't
ev&n notice tempe/oture

'Better still, be like us flaoLwood
and <i)!d641 WatHe4 — hav/e 2
sorts op'ieoAte^'. Our true
LTttt-e /eaves (ose tcjo mwcL
water in hotweatkev; /

e,o we. use our stem
which is like a

eucAlyptus U.af^ d. has
(eS4 surfdca. area fixfo^a
to -the sun

Ml.
■<-- leaves

Cold-blooded ,eh?
Sounds OooL

I li

CN^tthat would be one way to sternTb
\my aowoP perspirat/oT^—^

f'BUT SE-RloltSLY ^
THOUGH.

(Uosweat^
NArrwRm NOTES,

Older Form for 1977
Ordt^ c»n^mcd^ «f*enad next y««ir if ijfou wish.

nature notes jl^roae 0RD«C form ”
Name/Schcksl	 	

Address _ _

Fill IN,cyr oirr and send to--

Course ewery
Wcrvihaf beats -the heal-

by digging a hole and
●sleeping in It edwring th-e
da^-... but I think-the
hoL sun has gof-

to Wadyi Q	

norwed

You CfiN KEePYouie coot. iF'ifcu

FLEMEMfcEP. THAT—

● Light colors (especially wtAe)
reflect beat wbe/eas dark colors
absorb if « ''^hite
-foweUing hact rather thixn dark
blue. (BlaoU vinyl roofs on cars

tAAurcter in the Summer .0
● A closel ^.insulateal house w<^r^tls

up touch more slowly during the
diq but as soon as a c«>'
c^^ or the sun goes downj
open every oLeroround vvind«w.

● Perspiration heJps you cool
down — so don'l- try Jl stop rt
bu blookiny youm skin'^ pofet /
With goo of any sort. J

f^lCES F&R. NE^rVEAR:

oo€ or two maga^me^s
(Probe, or Nature Noted)

^2/yeoLr-inc(ude4 postage.
^ For multiple copi'€4 s

Nature Nbfes /year? p«st«>gc
Probe 50c./y«ar J ‘

lO issues of each mag a^ijne. per
year,so each "Probe is only 5c
Ofid each tJatyire Notes ki-^emd
that includes postage."
Don't PAY y&r-^Me will send
accounts wHh ihe first ediHcm
\h April next year.

»

/pAF whats the pdirf
ih being cool

V Cctn’t feet "it?

cure

CAN YOU TH/MK of

ANY otHEJ? wavs

YHAT AUSTRALIAN
FLANT.S a. ANIMALS

PROTECT themselves

FROM THE HEAtP
How T)0 ANIMALS

PROTECT THEMSELVES

FROM THE CoLXif

you)

incLuded.
r/Cocle

Teiephone	
Please send JNature

Pate

JfHbes.
i

ini
K\\%.

Signed

10 issues «f each maga^wK. again in 1977=

\'^
Iv '
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MYSTERYME^AG.E
~flS t)ou soLve each cuue, wr/re
THB LETTCRS IfJ tHE S<?U/\re WiTH
■^e s»me N/umBer fls The eeTrer

A long-nosed Ausl-iralian marsupial
looUing somefliin^ like a rah
= I C

I z 3 S

“6“ IT 3^f- 13
The largest Australian lizards are.
-fine members of ttie

28 lO 2if
9 iz"7 8 lO II

class.IIS 16 n13 18

9 35- I

Largest Australian bird =

3 23 16

2S 5 19

Imporlrd animal use<d to catch

rabbits =		

I? zzZI 2320
J. '

2? 302826 273S
27 ZI 8 IZ- 19- 18

Small Australian bird with an

almost perpendicular tail k33 363/ 32 3H- 3S

I >.Y

● 36 20 2 22

■PLural of goose =

of c\ lion/

7X11 = 53—3/p =
g, 7 26 -30 31

Amtelopes shiver when theg hear the

32 33

2915* /{
i.

M i

-i!. ■*.

ROONERSPISMS
The 'Rev. Spooney^ kept accidentally wix'ma his morals up^ and ever
Since ther suoh '■mistakes’ have been called
Some examples :

Said the teacher to the boy:
You have tasted one whole werml’’*

1?eplied the boy:
‘‘Now missen (ister, thinkle peep you’resoo trict!
Try writing a fairy story fhH of Spoonerisms.
It might go something Like this:
RinderceXfa slipped her dropper

I Bress frill — but the Thandsome

Spoonerisms. Here are

I couldn’t have bet

it pu/fer myseif./

Merry Christvias
and a Mqppy
Yeiu Hear /

U
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