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~ AUSTRALIAN CHRISTVIAS TREES byDDobson.

Well Christmas is nearly with
us again and with it comes the
summer - so very different to the
white Christmas the early settlers
had known in Europe. Summers in
most of Australia are hot and dry
and plants that were in flower at
Christmas time were eagerly sought
after by the colonists to decorate
their slab huts or their little
bush churches. As a result of
this, and because these plants
made such a splash of color in the
dull green bush during the summer,
a number of plants were given the
common name of Christmas bush,
tree or shrub.

Think back to what these early
settlers must have felt with the
seasons turned around and summer
at Christmas time - the forests of
towering eucalypts - thousands of
miles from the holly, mistletoe '
and pines they had used for decor-
ation in their own home countries,

It's interesting that the plants
that were given this name are

mainly in N.S.W., Tasmania and
2

Cerato
NSW Christmag

petatum

Beats me why old
Santy wears a

Bursaria spinosa

Tasmasian Ohrisfmas
Bush or Native BoX.

ummiferum
geush .F :\ I/_:
/// \\
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Christmas
Bells.

Blandifordia
nobilis.

Prostanthean
lasianthos.

Victoria - the areas first settled. In
N.S.W. there are 3 plants, an orchid,
The orchid
Calanthe triplicata (Christmas orchid)

a lily and a shrub.

is a lovely soft white flower with
large leaves about half a metre high.
The second one, a lily, is Blandifordia
nobilis (Christmas bells), a cluster
of grass like leaves with stiff stem
carrying the delicate red a . 331llow
bell-shaped flowers. The third one is
Ceratopetalum gummiferum (NSW Christmas
bush) - this is prized because of the
brilliant red foliage after flowering.
The Victorian and Tasmanian Christmas
bush is Prostanthera lasianthos - one
of the native mint bushes. It grows to
about 3m high in the cooler damp forest
gullies - a lovely sight to see in full
flower with the white flowers standing
out. The Christmas tree from W.A.,
Nuytsia floribunda, is very interesting
because it's parasitic - its roots
attach to those of other plants, from
which they obtain most of their food
requirements. It grows to about 6m
high and is covered by lovely orange

flowers around Christmas time.
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By the time you read this girls and boys, I can
imagine that most of your thoughts will be on the holidays
just around the corner. Probably many of you will be
travelling far and wide - to beaches, mountains, plains
and forests. For most people, holidays are a happy time,
an exploring time, a finding out time. .or some, possibly
even you, they can become a sad or painful time. On
holidays we are very often in unfamiliar territory and
engaging in unusual activities. This is then the time
that we need to keep alert to the dangers that may lurk
behind that rock, under that log or in that pool. TLet
us look at some of these: Bliis.

ringed
Octopus

Nature Notes has often
warned you about a pretty little
fellow with eight legs - often
found in rock pools where
people love to explore. Yes,
that's right, -the BLUE-RINGED
OCTOPUS - found right around
Australia, This very dangerous
mollusc can hold a fascination
for children because it is able
to change color from dull, dark
blue rings on the brownish,
yellow body, to bright peacock
blue. Under no circumstances
should you handle it as a bite
produces an immediate numbness
which leads to respiratory failure (ie. you can't breathe)
and the need for artificial respiration.

Red -back Spider

Another nasty and dangerous
creature is the red-back spider.
Many spiders rely on strong
silken webs to catch their

prey whilst others have to use
venom to subdue their suppers.
While Sydney has its fatal
funnel-web, Victoria has its
red-back.
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Where NOT to look for the red-back: Usually it builds an

Untidy web In old drain pipes, bags, old iron andwood

heaps.

While-very seldom fatal, the bite can cause

agony - particularly in the legs and stomach - followed

by much perspiration,

The spider is easily recognized

by its black, pea-shaped body with the red stripe and

long slender legs,
readily visible.
back - call an adult but don't touch.

Sometimes the red stripe may not be
If you believe you have found a red-
Often on holidays

I have seen thirsty children rush to a tank tap, put

their mouth over it and turn it on.
That is NOT a very wise thing to do.
ATWAYS turn the tap on first, as there
maybe a red-back, bullant, bee or wasp
hiding up the tap - and a bite inside

o
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your body can be very nasty indeed.
This chart may help you to know what to do:

ANIMAL. TREATMENT ANTIVENENE. | HOSPITAL?
SNAKES. *Put a tourniquet around the bitfen limb. : For most Yes.
*Rest limb— get patient to naspital quickly —but without panic. | Snakebites.
« [dentify snake if possible.
SPIDERSLegk No tourniquet needed — rest patient. Yes. Yes.
Funne{web | Tourniquet — don’t loosen it No. Yes.
OCTOPUS. Keep up artifical vespiration until you get to a hospitul. | No. A
(Blue Ringed) ep U f esp! 9 g_ pitd Yes
STONEFISH. . Yes. Yes.
ENGRAY Bathe in warm wates. Nos Yes.
BEES- Remove stinging barb without squeezing poison sac .(Use Only it you're
WRSPS . knife edge) Antihistamene cream maq W be necessary. ¢ No. dllergic to
Y the bite.
BULLANTS.-
PLATYPUS. fain killers and rest. No. No.

(Adapted from'THE AGE’ Nov.8,197€)

Before I say goodbye for 1976, I'd like <to say
just a word for the poor old maggies. Many of them are
killed on our roads because they cannot get out of the
way of cars quickly enough. You may help to save them by
asking Dad to ease up a bit on the right-hand pedal - and
you might be saving more than a magpie's life too.
Meanwhile, enjoy your holidays girls and boys (if you
still can after all these dire warnings) and we look

forward to you telling us all about them in 1977.



It’s amaging how many of the ‘inventions” made by humans
have actually been Dorrowed’ from othes members of the
animad Kingdom. AU Sorts of things from dams to gliders
have been leawnt from owr animal friends. heve are a few

more excw\p(es:

The Weavexr Bird (th an
Austvalian native) makes a
beautifully Finished nest
from +he fFinest materidls
they an find. Ofem ey
pull_ down the nest and start
again i€ anerything is ot
perteck! The materiad they
use is actually intexrwovem
to give added “strengHh and
allow such Stvangely shaped nests,

Basket Weaving!

The Paper Wasp builds an
elabovate nest from a white,
paper-like substance. In each
el is placed a presevved
catexpillan; or something similaw,

and a single egg is laid on fop.

When the baby wasp hatches its
Fiest meal is ready and firesh!
The ‘V\ﬁ\sg’s th\al's;’ are fully

Furnishe Ohésfm&elfp-{:reege full

Origami & High Rise Flats!

Nature Notes, December 1976.
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Incubating Oven!
(See Nature Notes No.8,Vol.I2 )
Rolting lier un the Mallee Fowls
mound provides heat and by
shifting the dirt on or off the
heap the bird can control the
temperoture. Tt seems
measuwre the temperature with
its beak."The eggs are burred

Pottery /

The Potter or Mason Wasps are
‘loners’ or Solitmry wasps —unlike
the Social Faper Wasps on the
page before. TThey too have
individual celds unside thew
mud house but they don’t
live and find food as a colony.
Thelr wings fold lengthwise when

& when fheg h?lfd/hﬁ"* chicks at vest , wheveas you may have

must dig thewr wawy o the hoticed that othes solitary wasps

surface. hove wings that sHk out ke
o bee's.

LooK UP THESE OTHER 'ANIMAL INVENTIONS C
e The Parachute (The Flying frog of Borneo)  ° Bi-focals (The f-eyed fish of Sﬂ,.Amem'ca)
o The Tank —armour plating (The Rrmadillo) ~_° Hyduroplanes (almoest! The Basilisk runs
e Reriscopes (The Stalk-eyéd Fly of NewGuinea) on water/!)

o Fishing Rods (Anglefish)

ENGINEERS

(See page 10 also for information on gliders) : 7



Life in a Rockpool

can you draw a food chain using the plants and animals
found in a rockpool? Is a sea anemone a plant or an animal?
How is it that some seaweeds can grab a swimmey and pull
them under ? What sea creatwes lke fo luvk tn underwater

,,,,,,,,,,

DANGER/!>
Make sure

you keep away
From the deadly
blue-ringed l
octopus  girls
andpbo’ygs!

You can’t eat
me! I'm not

WHAT'S WHAT..

1 Limpets «

2 Barnacles

3 Anemone

4 Sea Urchin

5 Sea Star v
6 Turban She!l/

7 Mussel

g8 Briltle Star v

9 Seaweed (Neptune's Necklace)
10 Hermif Crab

1 Porcupine Fish

12 Sea-bat Starfish

DON’T GO ROCK-HOPPING

WHEN THE TIDE IS COMING
(o W




ANIMAL IDENTIFICATION PARADE. splaftp uy

a”d Sort out the jumbled names of these creatures and

, . draw a line to the right picture. [ 7
Pea" one

Away.. ' ,,
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BIRDS AT THE ZOO

The numbered picture clues are all of birds you might
? see at the zoo. Can you recognize them?
eagle, In this day of Jet

% } 2 6D

travel, gliding has become
popular again. The Rogallo designed gliders - like the
one above - have given people the feel of what it's like
to glide like a bird or the possum on the front cover.
Whereas glider possums may volplane for about 100m, the
hang gliders of today can stay aloft for at least 12hours
and travel over 40kms! Unfortunately however, the
accident record of the hang gliders is not quite as good
as the possums' - two people are killed every week in
the USA trying to glide. ©Schools are being set up in
Australia to teach people how to do it properly - rather
than just jump off the nearest cliff with a set of wings!

Find out what you can about the history of flight.
How is it that gliders can actually rise in the air and
not just keep on falling? Why is there a statue of
Icarus at Tullamarine Airport - and who was he? Can you
make a better model glider than the usual paper dart?

One of the
things man has
always been trying
to do is fly - espec-
ially to glide like an

(‘x FASTER THAN A SPEEDING Q (
TORTOISE,

Xy ABLE TO FIGHT HIS WAY
SINGLEHANDED OUT OF A
BRoWN PAPERBAG X lane 7

XYABLE To LEAP TALL Ws 0 (dne

TOADSTOOLS WITH A ‘
SINGLE BOUND, @
LTHICKER THAN A
RICK, IT’S... -
[ ke 105

10




Som one mention

Another Grade 6 boy, Leo Spoor, sent 1s this lett
BooK PRIZES FoR

THESE 2 BOYS.

Thanks o all

about another sort of animal with'jaws of steel!.
ouv”
letters 1hroug%0ur
the Yyeaw/
This letter from Stuart Jones came earlier in the year

but we have kept it until the summer when some of you

——
———
—

———

may even see a whale at Marineland o~ washed up on the
beach.,

I did earlier this yea

' r. Th . :
Asla, Africa, Australis® an © alligator lives ip

Swam d Amerij

i
. ps, ca,
water marshes,

t alligators from g Project

e = =
_—————-——_————

——

e

He lives j
1a800ns, gVt

bays ang fresh or salt

They live : ;
The Orcinus orca, OF grampus, has beer do love to lie o RALly g i
e .

given the undeserved nems - nThe Killer
Whale". It 1s classed as the most

TLis
intelligent animal of the sea. 1T

e water but
Alligators don'+

ies
no more a killer than any other specl

s Shrimps
weighs about 200g bWhen an alligator ig - Ds,
f the sea The grampus has a large
0 .

rn he

ut g
? 10 years old he may be
ompleX brain which compares favorably
¢

with those of mel. The grampus 18 said
to be a cousin to the dolphin. e
It uses highly sensitive sonar to ].ochGing
its prey and identify it, usually ezed
squid, fish and sometimes warm-bloo o
animals. They travel in packs and SO

i e
times attack larger whales if they ar

sick or wounded. The jaw of a grampus

’ 2

resembles a huge trap with abo?t'BO teeth et :57«> |

with which it tears the flesh it s. X ;\TT::;);/)
ting. A man once found the remains O ey

jz dolphins and 14 seals in the stomach Orcin

of one dead grampus.

VAN 712 Yy
el LI 7 — 95

#Acording 4o H.(0ggex in ‘Australian Reptiles’
(Reed) thexe are NO ALLIGATORS |n Australig

R “Hhe grampas n —only the fresh-Water & Estuarine Crocodiiles.

NN vol.12,No4 .



2 HOT STUEF Il (0rhou tobsat the hear fhis. summer)
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Better still, be like us Blackwood
amd Colden Wattes — have 2 ‘
sorts of ‘leares’. Our frue
Uthe [eaves lose too muda
Water in bhot weathex; L /
S0 We Use our shem (NS ster /75N
which is like " R A
eucayprus ol & has =Yg e T
less siurface area expoed

1o the sun /

fhat would be one way to stem
t;l“o;/ﬂow of perspivution,

Wiy
Side on +o-the sun
like us gum leaves!

That way Youdon't
get o hot!

(XXX

S

dont you turn

1 ;)us*' might
twig to that

idea.

V‘V&

Even better agaun, it
ou can't beat the
eat-then join it.
PERT) | Be cold-blooded like
% me and You won't ’
vem notice tempeqature:

Cold - blooded eh ?
Sounds ool /

Of course enery normal
Wombat beats +he heat

by digging & hole and
Sleeping in it during the
dd{j--" but I think the
hot sun has got
to Wally!

But what’s the_point CAN You THINK OF
in being ool f youy ANY OTHER WAYS
W’t- Fed “,? THAT AUSTRALIAN

PLANTS & ANIMALS

PROTECT THEMSELVES
FROM THE HEAT?
HOW DO ANIMALS
PROTECT THEMSELVES
FROM THE CoLD?

YBUT SERIOUSLY

\\\*\'\i\\\%

THOUGH....

YoU CAN KEEP YoUR cooL IF YU
REMEMBER THAT——_ k

o Light colors (especially white)
reflect heat whereas dawk colors
absorb it So wear a white
fowelding hat rathexr tham dark
blue. (Rlack viny roofs on c’ars
are twirder in the Summer?)

o A closed & insulated house Warhs
up puch more slowly during the
day ,but 4s seon as a cool change
comes or the sun goes down,
open overy dosr and windew.

e Ferspiration helps you ool

whn — so dovn't try & shop it
g(go bl:d&ing Yowr skin's pores
with goo of a&%ﬂ?_or:'r
! Sun
i &c.g%_drmd.

! o N
\ NS O
N SO Wi
X\C‘\\x)j\ﬁk\.}ﬁ\ \
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Thanhks

As this is the last issue of Nature Notes that I will
be editing, I really must take this short space to
sincerely thank the following people,~named and un-

* my "Ass.Ed." Mrs. Ann Gibson,

Mr.Pruden, the Ringwood District Inspector,
Mr.Little, Principal, Ringwood East,

The Nature Notes Committee of And Td like o send
a cheerio fo my Aunt
Winifred and all the
girls & boys 1n
hospitual.

named:

*

*

%*

What about
thanking us,
we have to
read the +hing/

the past two years,
* The Mothers' Club of Ringwood
East who have typed, drawn,

collated, packaged and
delivered Nature Notes,

* Teachers like Mr.Williams of
Beaumaris who have spread
Nature Notes everywhere!

THANK YOU ALL & SEASONS GREETINGS, W:Dy.p\

FILL IN,CUT OUT AND SEND TO: "“:&"E NoTes,

Order Form for 1977 Sge®

Orders may be confirmed or afered next year if you wish.

PRICES FOR NEXT YEAR: r— — — > ———— —— - __.

#For one or two magagines: | NATURE NOTES & PROBE ORDER FoRM
(Probe or Nature Notes) | Name/School
$2 /year—includes postage . |
[

accounts with the First edition
wn Aprl next year.

o e e e e o e o = o o

; , ddpess o5 i Sl el S
¥ For multiple copies : i A e e e
Nature Notes $1 fyear)Postage | - —— — - _____
Probel 50c fyedis - (Dcluded by, A ERT auh NN erenc I 0
10 issues acf:‘h em magq ay,';)ne, pr ) Telephone _
Lt 5 ) C—
ﬂ’z :: Natie At _-fa,,d  Please send Nature NotesX | lfhabcs
that includes postage ! !
DoN’T PAY YET —we will send : Signed Date
l
)
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¥he same NUMBEr AS The LeTTEM

~ AS you SoLVE eacH cLLE, wriTe
M STE YM 3 A THE LETTERS IN tHE SQUAYE WiTH
] 2 3 4 5 6

A long-nosed Austvalian marsupia|
looking something like a rat

The largest Australian lizards are
i _ the members of the

Largest Australianbird = __ .
25 5 19
Imported animal used to catch

rabbits = :

— — .

27 Z 8 1z 14 13
Small Austvalian bird with an
almost pexpendicular tail

— — — p—

TRt =
32 33

— —— — —

-4 7% -
Antelopes shiver when they hear the

o Iy gt A - ! lion/
, —

The Rev.W.A.Spooner kept accidentally wixing his mords up, and evex
since then such ‘*mistakes’ have been called Spoonexisms. Here are
some examples : T couldn’€ have bef

. e
Said the teacher to the boy: . it putter myself-/
“You have tasted one whole werm!>
?eplied the boyi Me:‘rg Cﬁrisﬂms ':’_—:(‘.E“SQ\
“ Now missen lister; thinkle peep youresoo trict!” o Hoorkd -
Try writing a fuairy story full of Spoonerisms.
It might go something like this:
“ Rindercella slipped her dropper at the Dancy
Bress Fall — but the Prandsome Hince found it”

Nature Notes ¢+ P.O. Box 28, Ringwood East, 3135. Phone: 879.1263



