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What^s it all about.?
J^fxitrs h.& i-

Welcome to the pages of Nature

Notes for 1977. With school holidays now

some weeks bel.ind us, a full year's work

lies ahead of us. We here at Nature Notes

will be working to present Nature Notes

and Probe with feature articles to the

standard all our readers have come to

expect. As Mr. Dyer mentioned in the

December issue of Nature Notes for 1976,

it would be his final magazine as editor.

Fortunately however, Mr, Dyer has agreed

to remain an active part of Nature Notes

in that he will be working on the

Executive Committee.

Odpt
Qoose.

Flinders Island in

Bass Strait has been

the scene recently of an open season
for hunters of the Cape Barren Geese.
Much has been written in the Press

about the purpose of the hunt. Some
say that the large flocks of geese
on the Island are destroying valuable
farming property - others claim that
such killing of one of the world's
rarest species by the hundreds is a
tragedy and unnecessary.

Flinders Island has much to offer in

Witd inimais,scream ii!( thd the way of wildlife - curlew sand-
’blp^lusi ritsai Af midiight pipers, red neck stints,
fipbllight slaughter. Up to 400 ^ a -i -n-i’i
wallabies are wiped out in one ^nd goldem plovers. Black swans
big night out. A seagull limos are there by the thousands along with

are downed \o ik> U»e aggres- DISCk CLUCK 3,nci DlU6 Dills* PclicauSj
●ion. A'Cape Barren gooee white faced herons, dove prions and

shearwaters. Wombats, wallabies,
. kangaroos, anteaters and possums.
Some other creatures such as the

bandicoot and Tasmanian Devil are now
extinct.

turnstones

V

As the new editor it will be

my job to continue on the fine work of

all previous editors in producing this

magazine, Mrs. Gibson will continue in

her role as editor of Probe.

A REMINDER sRemember to write to us with

your stories - unusual or not,drawings..

We will try to print as many as possible,

BoL,Archibald.

Editor,_

wears one foot the wrong way
wround. Cars, wielding bull
bars, or battered by running
into animals, look like rusted>
out tanks.

Animals are killed for fun
or bait. Some of the iPlIndera
Island people who see them
thus only as commodities,
think mainlanders are mad to
make a|l the fuss over the
f^se shoot.

1 Other animals and birds do during the shoot on the Cape Barren
tiot die quickly, but are poi
soned by 1080 which bums out ,. ^ r, ^ ^ ^
their guts. The thing doek not the Cape Barren Goose created problems
stop ^ere, f^or 1080 can be for US? Is anything gained from such
passed on thrwigb ifce food
Obain,

Perhaps you may have read John Larkin's
observations in the Melbourne 'Age'

' when he paid a visit to Blinders Island

Geese. Are such hunts necessary? Has

killing? Write to us at Nature Notes
Wombats are'shot but in the with your thoughts and ideas.

Bush, their boneai becoming g
giraveyard where they '
■Hoads are littereil with
'creatures,
ttian beer eahs.

fail.

dea4
sometimes more

¥ ¥ ¥ ¥

Tfie - Sah S*"feh. IR17

jJ

3
2



ri

'mmmm
No doubt most boys think of a
Gannet as an attack plane with
our naval air arm. This plane
is certainly well named,for the
Australian Gannet is a dive

bomber of the first order being
known to plummet into the sea
from as high as 100 feet,diving
vertically beneath the surface
for fish which if caught is
swallowed under-water. Why does
the bird not suffer concussion

or a broken neck? Perhaps you
a visit

LJ

Of all the birds perhaps the
group that fill us the most with
their mastery of the skies is
the group that live on the ocean
and seashore.

The F->-i gat e-birds are normally
founa'in tropical and sub-tropical
waters but sometimes wander south.

Swift and graceful fliers they
spend most of their time in the
air and seldom enter the water.

Find out why he is called the
Frigate-bird. What are the
reasons for the spectacular
orange pouch and when is it most
evident? Can you find any more
names for this bird? Do they all
fit?

can discover this

to the Melbourne Museum to see

the skull of a gannet would
help. Do any other birds dive
beneath the waves?

Have you seen a large brown
bird mixing with the silver
gulls on our beaches? This
is an immature Pacific Gull

often as large as its
elegant black and white
parents. These large gulls
are great predators often
wreaking havoc among smaller
sea birds.

You will see the Oyster
Catchers on almost any
of our coastlines.Both

species are very common.
Here again is a bird with
an interesting name. Do
you think he uses a net to
catch his oysters?What do
you know about his breeding
habits? Are oysters and
other molluscs his only food?

ird Watchers..
c

Other examples of winged mariners are the Giant Petrel,
White Fronted Tern and the Australian Pelican.Make up a
chart of their migratory habits. Find out where and when

they nest. Make a list of birds of the ocean and seashore
and tick them off as you see them.

Gmh bM drOMinq^

by L. J. DELACCA.

4 eost .P 6.
/ifeim. Ma^ch. ffrr
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since the percentage of them
remaining today is questionable
although known to be low.

/

The whale has survived the passing of time from the earliest
forms of life to the present day.In its watery world it is
both ancient and timeless. Yet with its survival in its

various species it- is hard to imagine that during a relatively
short period of time from around 1850 to 1940 millions of
whales were slaughtered by man in his greed to profit from
such killing. Whaling had been practised_in a simple form
for a thousand years in the northern hemisphere. Chief
products obtained from the killing of whales were whale oil
for lamps and candles,whalebone for umbrellas and so on.
As a result of observations made by Captain James Cook in
his ship the'Resolution* whaling industries in the northern
hemisphere swamped the waters around New Zealand and Australia
for the rich whale harvest. Antarctica too was not left out
of the relentless search for whales. The total amount of
whales killed in this area of the world was in the order of
tens of thousands each year, particularly during the 1930*s,
With such imchecked killings several species were almost
killed out of existence. Indeed today the numbers of the
Right Whale and the Bowhead whale are uncertain.

It is interesting to note that
a shortage of whales and a

ban on killing humpback y
whales,found mainly in ^
Australian waters, has
closed all but one of

Australia's whaling		
stations. The station is

located at Albany
in Western Australia. Some of you may have visited the
station during annual holidays.

There is an urgent need in our materialistic world to
ensure that such mass killings do not in future endanger the
life of unique creatures. Man in his desire for profit is
gradually becoming more aware of the need to preserve and
not anhilate. Whaling is but one area of abuse in nature.
Other stories could equally be written about wildlife
threatened in Africa for example - the elephant or indeed
our'own kangaroo. We must all become increasingly aware of
our responsibility toward preserving life in nature and
not simply abuse it. Do you kow of any extinct animals or

birds killed off by man? Write to us at Nature Notes about
them.Remember, book prizes will be awarded for the most
interesting stories received each month.

Many attempts in recent times to fix the ^punt of wnales
in each species killed each year have beer''"i^n^tried. The
International Whaling Commission which
meets in London each year tries to set
annual whaling limits but it has no real
power to enforce them. Many species of
whales are now protected. They include

the^^p-, humpback,Right,Bowhead and Gray
Wh^^'. '■ These whalesJ^e-^r-atacJind.	
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Ji'St Ct'cpt in
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There are numerous types of whales but all conform to two

groups or orders of Cetacea; toothed whales (Odontoceti)

and Baleen whales (Mysticeti)s In the 'toothed’ category

there are 65 species in all and include the giant Sperm

whales - even porpoises and dolphins.

The Baleen whales are larger in size and include the Blue,

Humphack,Right,Gray and Bowhead whales. Do all types of

whale eat plankton? What is the 'spout' of a whale? Why is

it that whales are not classified as fish? Are the whales

shown here toothed or Baleen whales?

KILLER WHALE

Orcinus Orca grows to a length
of 25 feet. It usually hunts
in packs preying on fish and
seals. It is the largest of the
dolphin species.

BOTTLMOSE DOLPHIN

Tursiops truncatus grows to a
length of 9 feet. It is a

lively species and adapts
readily to captivity.lt is
known to have a very high
affinity with man.

HUMPBACK WHALE

Megaptera novaengliae emits a long
songlike sound or squeel. It is

able to steer with huge winglike
flippers. It reaches 45feet in length.

BLUE WHALE

Balaenoptera musculus is the
largest whale often reaching
100 feet in length.Once it has
reached maturity,it can eat 8 tons
of krill - plankton a day.

SPERM WHALE

Piiyseter catodon is the largest of
the toothed whales. It is able to

dive a mile or more for its food®
It can remain under water for at

least an hour.

8
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couldn''t iDelieve their eyeso

Aboriginal
A good spirit who lived in
the sky saw how heautif-ul
the earth looked and decided
that a fire should he lit

each day„ All nigh+ the spirit
and his helpers wc hi collect
wood then send tht aiorning

star to warn those on earth
that the fire would soon he

lito The spirits found that
this warning was not enough
for those who slept and failed
to see it. They began to
search around for some noise

that they could use as the

warning. After much searching they heard the sound they
wanted - that of Goo-goor-gaga,the laughing jackass. The
spirits told him that he was to laugh as loud as he could
as the morning star faded and day dawned. If he did not
agree to this they would refuse to light the fires any

, Goo-goor-gaga agreed to laugh at every dawn and has
done ever since. '’Goo-goor-gaga, goo-goor-gaga,goo-goor-
gaga. "

'm Dmwm. - Me

It is hoped that this subject will become a regular,
feature of Nature Notes this year.Aboriginal customs and

beliefs have_been directly related to the environment in
which they live. Many fascinating stories involving many
creatures from the Australian bush have been told and
retold. It will be our aim to show you through this
feature an area of nature you perhaps have not experienced
and perhaps present you with some imderstanding of the
closeness the Australian Aborigine has with nature.
It may be a worthwhile task to make your
own dictionary of aboriginal words and
their meanings.

more

V/hen the fire is first lit it doesn’t burn with much heat,
but by the middle of the day the heat is intense. Later the
the fire begins to die until only the red embers remain at
sunset, except for a few that the spirits cover up with
clouds ready for the new dawn. Children are not supposed
to copy the sound of Goo-goor-gaga just in case he should
hear them and stop his warning of the oncoming dawn. The
spirits know that if the Goo-goor-gaga stops laughing then
the time will come that no more Daens_- aborigines will be
seen on‘the land and darkness will reign again,

D/h/^. Pradttl - D>Mridr
Af.r .0 PobeOK

Mr "Ju5 'n TM-’ Odom .
M./ K DqtA
IMP F

HOW THE SUN WAS MADE

Before men were on the earth and when

birds and animals were mapy times greater
in size than they are now there was no

sun, only the moon and stars.

Dinewan,the emu and Brolga were on a plain
somewhere near the Murrumbidgee one day,
quarrelling. In her rage Brolga rushed to
the nest of Binewan, seized one of the

large eggs and threw it up into the sky.
The egg broke on a heap of firewood
which burst into flame as the yolk spilt
over the wood. The creatures on the earth

were dazzled by the brightness and

Mrs. L. ^Qrid&son.

Mrs. G'1}S<nfhbd
Mr Ard^'ibold - Edh*^}
- ArfOiTch.●'Mit wftik, cmjPOffio*f10



The of a f/tnl full h fk pmd dig dug?
ink) M soil fo legrh he?n long Ides os f)gmgh,
lUt CfCOda ie 0^ harmless fns^olr^ even fhough Jo
some Ik. insect moig oppeof somewhnh ugkj.
Cieodds do not damogt phnt lijt tio/ do Iheu
on skog. entni/es Qrt Ms cmd often hangyg
Onmok. tjt)(h /tme gov fu ix ocodx k aiA/a/e
of iJh musuo! dong and haMess ^/dstencc-
fossils fund in iht tQyHi suggest fhot't hos
been axa/nd fr somt ^oo in/llm geons and
dti'f fyen hos ymoJned remoyfablvj unchonge.d ^

.P^. ff gouget in M yic/nlf/ k?htpt cicodos Oee
gou meuj hfddenig /W h&jyd k)&n all ^kp. Ctd -h'mtts havt if /hat
this is fte spot (\)hef'c txij qH fuer) /hot ms!c Jv /he next page..

;'

Cimi^

,v

s

bus

J
doM kkn on A hot

twug ha/e gou heard /he ■shr///
pUched rxD/st of fhe cicada, /Jo doub! goa have [ten /he ovb' shell
oy dited out skin ance n has bun shed fom Ik govng cimJa,

^ goung cicada- Cok ngmph) I'Us under~gyoandpr some geoys I/ring m
sago^g fyon] 4? rook cfplods kkk // graos. tfeo one n/ght^ as thvg/)
'fed' yp' k/ih fhfe nag f l/jt, it /mkes its My up k /he surfm. of fht soft
oJidss onk> a branch or tMiig and kjo/b foy f/s sk>h P sptt open,
di-d gau hnoeo /hot It fs onig /hi ado/h /kst s/rg.t^ 'Iht s^und is mode
by a sorb on fhc obdy^&n d@ f/^b drum /s moitd h ondout bg /tt

moyments g /k musets, the sound fs pmduoBd.
The mih msoru for ftt ^/rging g fte o'cack

^ " isp Qt/md f/ie ftmakh Qt/^/tor). C/codo>e
f \ hoK no cars ^ but //t- female o'cr/ck ftth

I fhe vibrnkohs,

. Ik femk cicodet deposih ter eggs In
' hht bant of frees, (he fk eggs are

0 hashed^ dt tmg o>codas [ohouf fksigt
^/hytooooL Es^h PS

cnoruf
j

Invfte Some Friends To Dinner

Garden tnlhusio^ls art huom/fq ^rt conscious

of iht need /c Qftmct and keep b/vdif ?h 1he garden,
kere 5 ont Ideci .●

» Build a. ntdar feeder m shmn jh ihe d'/igyam
and /hen /cup it fM k/dh brd neckt

■ 3fpD Nec rnk keciPE ■

w»re

V

r-
d/pf^y ^

' j/nckyoround.
/

■fp A.g honey. ^ fkqroM? sugo/^ pfeom./ k/akp
Mix /vge/Zitr m d saucepan, over Jcm/ heat
skring until all sugar k dissolved, ktp /o
bodlo in /he 'fyig. Stm h d raito d kb
parts of k/oby /o ant pQft of metat

t c.,

M Wok9

—

r

Notum. March, ipjI
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It digs' hol-ts iio ihe
(ground — 50 perbc^ps
iKs a rep+i|e-or a
pn i r^ i - w om b a t

Hm.I Wonder what sort
of c^ beast this is?

legs - so it must
be o’vi insecd-.' 2 wings
50 it pruASt be a bird/

THIS'n'THAT - GETS WET
If you go to Queensland, one of the places you must not
miss is a spot called 'Marineland,’ on the Gold Coast. We
went there a few years ago and it was one of the highlights
of our trip. And of course the most famous attraction there
is the performing Dolphins. And what a performance they put
on - like jumping about 6 metres ( 18 feet) but of the
water to catch a fish, leaping through a hoop of fire ,

walking round the pool on its tail to name just a few. Of
course there were several dolphins there but each one knew
and answered to his/her own name.

Porpoises are just as playful in the open sea too. They
are often seen playing around the prows of ships. Sometimes
they have been known to play volleyball with a poor old sea-
turtle, tossing it backwards and forwards and if not too big
even into the air. However it is all in play and the turtle
doesn’t really get hurt.

Here is a true story about a
woman who leaned too far over

the rail at an aquarium and
spilled all the contents of
our handbag into the water,
whereupon a dolphin tossed
everything straight back at
her - lipstick, a soggy
handkerchief, pencil,money,
notebook and each one

accompanied by a generous
squirt of water.

is o-iclcet/' IAre you gomg to the
Cevitvnaru Cn'clcet

at the lACq 9

No/it js
It’s a qavne 1hoitCDon’t be s'lllg/Pm q cricket/

^'"cRiCKir/T^'
Did you say

V^nct^et?
Is iv

cricketTry

k I dob’t^
umcterstqnd.

W/'^

AWell sides_ one ou
+hk Feld and one im. Each

in -Hoc side that’s in goes
out and wheel he’s out he comet,

nert person goes
beb out. o- 'n

Q^until o O

why we
so we can go in

dig holes

and out.

o Oo o Oo O

Whevi are. all out, the side thatls
out c<rme6 >n ound th^ ddc that^s
been in goes oi/it and tries to get
those coming in out- Sometim-es you

strtl Cn and net out.

When both slopes have been in
and out and in and out —

that’s the end of the gcwie/
In this story I have talked " —
about porpoises and dolphins. These two mammals are closely
related and very similar. See if you can find out more about
them and how they differ from each other. And don’t forget -
if you get a chance be sure and see these splendid creatures,
you’ll he glad you did.

get people

never'

cahoh on,lAJally.
GticK to digging

It’d
Gear as

XA\kd { >

/doTe%- >97.714 iX Ackfiowledgementr -fn -ftie Mong/ebone Cnck«+- club. 15
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. . is/ha!^	

;3. Yovn<^ Cicada.
5. Snake ~ kkc^ frsk^

, , ,1
^ QnK, bcmper

1
a

P0\A//\f:

.$ Winged fnQt^mth
6. Lorgesk ktmi^tuhok,
X 4 Mg ifiQ^inQ.l

ansi^^/s

arr in /hi{

/ssuc y

4-
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Which are which?

Iwt ifl€S£ (ht op Btij^

oh^b^ tui/o run j fyi/o wadt and
fh>o ^tdiftj.. .
CO)^^ae^/vr. /isjeo/v. owe. bmu ^

OsP^e.y PA/eeor. riAM/woo.

OfiYkiCM. Pen^Gu^w. WooDPeckEk.

Arhdk fhi mof}0^

tg&^e- Mug, U^Brohoskij

d) 'j/" Mm. €. C^nidg, Jamit
^schQy^€&n, S,
Archiboid,

\

I

I

f

Vlhen igou [inrih fhd M no^t
of ont creolorfs- lisPd ^
^hoi/ld QPpior in iht dO'^kt ^(juoifS.

f mhhif hart^ horfc, 9*^on ^ 9'eo/t,

k Mrak's m)u k/t.

z. Eagh’s nesh, ^
$. Bird op Pyfty,
4. hiving CtQ. - bitxL.
(5T Mum of a bivd.

^ k A go<K^t ‘^nd an' in^ecP ho.
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