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Sir Colin MacKenzie
Dr. Colin MacKenzie was a Melbourne surgeon who studied

the action of muscles. Dr. Mackenzie was concerned to

help men injured during World War 1 and polio victims,

acres - 30 hectares of land

at Healesville which had been part of the Coranderrk

Aboriginal Settlement of the Yarra Tribe.

MacKenzie collected and studied a variety of Austral
ian animals until 1928 when he moved to Canberra. In

Canberra he was the first Director of the Institute of

Anatomy and some of his collections can still be seen at

the Institute.

This month, Nature Notes and Probe feature
a special edition about the Sir Colin
MacKenzie Fauna Park at Healesville - more

commonly known as the Healesville Sanctuary.
I wish to take this opportunity to thank the
staff at the Education Office at the Sanct

uary for compiling much of the material for

He was granted the use of 78

this edition.
Dr.

No doubt many of our readers have at some
stage of their schooling visited the Sanct
uary and have observed the famous platypus
display. In recent years the Sanctuary has
developed many new features - the lyrebird
enclosure, and other walk-through viewing
areas and this year in June a new Nocturnal
Building will be opened to display some
rarely seen nocturnal marsupials.

When he left Healesville, Dr. MacKenzie suggested that the

Government should take over the land and his collection of

animals. Fortunately they did and Healesville Sanctuary

began. Dr. MacKenzie was later knighted and the Sanctuary
became known as the Sir Colin MacKenzie Sanctuary.

This edition of Nature Notes is an attempt
to bring to you some of the ’atmosphere’
the Sanctuary has for visitors and to tempt
our readers to re=visit and discover new

experiences at the Park. During my visit to
the Park in preparation for this edition I
was greatly Impressed by the way Australian
Wildlife was presented for the viewing pub-.
lie. I hope this edition of Nature Notes
enables you to fully enjoy your visit to

VJht/t /5 fhi Sametuodu-

* HsoksvflIt }p o^fyoxuMQhJY
MtlboyMnt.
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post in Ike hipnskjp -
fttmj !hi§ /t /§ /o
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Healesville.
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The Lyrebird
y

TIME: August,1967. PLAGE: Healesville Sanctuary. Eirst

lyrebird chick born in captivity. Ric and Rac to be named

parents of the year.

Can you copy the call of a
kookaburra? That’s not too

hard. vVhat about a whipbird or
a black cockatoo or a thrush?

These birds are a little

harder but there is one bird

which can copy all of these
birds and many others as well.

fl ft

Af-fenfBon

!P Im
I News of the chick’s
B birth is expected to at-

tract worldwide attention

I from naturalists and add
B to the prestige of the
r sanetuary.

it
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' The Chick has bwn tem

porarily named Jungy, for
Sir John Jungwirth, the
centre’s chainnan of the

committee of management.
'Sir John celebrated his

birthday on the day Jungy
was bom.

Before the arrival of Braid
(iiow ^ big as his ;hother),
Kio Mid Roc had failed in
two attempts to have a
chick.

Ill 1065, the egg proved

The ehock as the forst ©f its kirad hafch^id in captivity, Jdfer^ie; m 1966, the mother
, says,the sanctyaryVdirector, Mr Yeraort MwBett. ^ Kamd her S

truders.

Now, after the hullabaloo
of having Braid, there is the

“possibility it will be an
annual evelt,” the sanctu

ary’s assistant director (Mr.

Neil Roberts) said , yester^

HIST CHICK
The male lyrebird probably
uses all the calls he copies
to confuse predators but he

iso includes his own call as a message to other lyreoirds
both male and female. The message to the other male lyre
bird is to stay away from the area "owned" by this
particular male. This is similar to the way we put up a
fence to show other people which is our bit of land or our

paddock. The message to the female is a "love call" and an
attempt to show her that he is better than the
the male next door.

a

By JOHN SORELL

At last it's happened! A lyrebird hatched a
chick t©day at the Heaiesyille Sanctisaify.

●V
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He says that one chick hatched in Sydney in 1527 was
a different species—not found in Victoria.		Most of this activity takes place in the late

autumn and winter and if you visit the Fauna

park around then you may be lucky enough to ^
see the male dancing and hear him singing.

Females have to build the nest, incubate th^ so/ve .y, >

egg and then feed the chick so they don’t
have much time to sing but they can copy some sounds as
well as the male. Young lyrebirds have been hatched at the
Fauna Park three times, but it is a very difficult job to
ensure that the young birds survive in captivity.

’=1
’A

Lyrebird born

at Healesville

.Mr Mullett saw the
chick at breakfast

time today. And, as
he said later: “I want

ed to shout for joy!”

The chick’s mot^w,
Eac, and’ father Ric^
pranced around their
nest all morning.
But the birth has set

V.-'V'Gee...
, lovt dot5/c'r f"..V day.

Jungy, with his family, is
nestled In a wooded, natural

100 ft. by 200 ft. enclosure,

with mother showing the
usual maternal Interest. Ric,

iyplcally, “does not show a
ireat deal of interest’’. In his

Last year’s “p&rents of the year”, Ric
antfa ^Ec of Healcsville’s wildlife sanc=

day ahd could die if It tuary, have scooDed the title again ~ & chick.

‘"‘Jwe’rl mmSifshott cf Week earlier than expected. .white ants already,” Mi ^ contend with Ijls
MuUett said. Oh Saturday the two.- The public probably will sire's dislnteresb—food is a

Jyjebirdsnot m the ohlck for about problem,
os'’ im'’ two months. The sjother can The sanctuary Is In urgent

for BrJd ^
when, bora at th«’’sanc=e>«»b» very Mke the lyre- lyrebirds. The supply Is low
tuary last Aufust, was'*’^rds' nature hablUt, said Mr. Roberts,
bclttived to be the only "'vblte ants are one of the
lyrebird bred In captivity.
The speckled chick, 3 dz. ‘——9A ~
U bliih. .was bora pre- jz/g/-6B. offfi Lir

THIS N THAT - mi- QppeQ/ in /hj issi/e of A/ati/rt A/o/er OacL /h
isn't Jecai/fe /Y/r He/occjo. /)ar Seen- gi'y€n> rocf[ /n he hoi
B/n/kei an exce/fent Qr/ic/e enhtled^ "Jhe hi/ 'J(^ tAomnei ^ and /h ivdJ ag:>peoA
hiht AiJocp /3sc/€. ^hoyhge of spoc£ /h dh/f f'ssiyt cf doti/yfC AJofer has
prevented- iht fncJus/ott of fht OfttcJt.
4
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POTOROO - The Potoroo prefers
a habitat of rainforest where

they nest beneath debris on the

forest floor. They are amongst
our rarest marsupials mammals
and are members of the Rat

Kangaroo Family. They feed at
night on insects and roots which

they dig up with their fore-claws-

and snout in a pig-like manner.
As the potoroo has hindfeet which

are shorter than its head, it

moves in a galloping manner
head and the body are dark brown,

is short and tapered.

'.0

Have you ever seen a Quoll or a Potoroo or a Bettong?
These are small,shy nocturnal animals and so not many
people get the chance to see them out in the hush. Hoctur-=

nal animals are active at night and sleep during the day.
Perhaps you are able to list some other nocturnal creatures
of the hush.

A special building will he opened at the Sanctuary in June
so that visitors to the Pauna Park will he able to

some of our nocturnal mammals. In the building the normal

white lights will he turned off during the day and blue
lights turned on to show "moonlight". The animals will
think it is night and will he active. At night, the white
lights will he turned on and the animals will sleep because
they will think that it is day.

see

instead of a hopping movement,
while thebody is areyish white.

QUOLL - The Quo I I or Eastern

Native Cat originally was to be
found along the East coast of

Australia from Armidale through
N.S.W. and Victoria to Tasmania

and S.A. An epidemic disease in
1901-3 killed off much of the

Note the unusual

shape of the
huilding.lt has
12 sides.Po you
know the name of

this type of
geometric shape?
Can you draw one
making sure that
each side of the

(figure is the
same length? Are
there any other
interesting
points to he
noted about the

design of the
building? Perhaps
it would be a

useful activity
to discuss this

in a maths less

on in school.

TreeP
rat

KovJQri

Potoroo
species and it became rare over

most of its range. It Iives in
dry forest areas and shelters

in hollow limbs and among rocks.
Its diet consists of insects,
small rodents and marsupials,

in appearance Is olive-grey spotted with
is unspotted

Toon

OtJoll

birds and Jizards. The Ouoll

white with a pale grey undersurface. However ,the tail
and has a white tip. Another color combination of black with white

spots with a black tipped tail also occurs.

\

Pos&om

BqndiCoot BETTONG - or Brushed-taI Ied

Rat-Kangaroo was once found in

S.E.AustraIia but according to
Ellis Troughton in" Furred Anim
als of Australia, it is rare if

not extinct in this region.
However it is still plentiful in
south W.A. where it occurs in

coastal areas -from Perth

ward. The animal

burrower but it makes

nest in a hollow.

Entrqoca

south-

is not a

its grass 7im6
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2 Pi'qe.or>^ Qnd Ihves.

3 Injormohon C^tf'c.
4 [ockohos.
5 Small fby^t^oh.

dCookabui^ras QrdMoQp'ks.
7 Ktd Ord Grcij k'anqixr'oos.
8 iVo//|£/5 ktlahons.
9 khala3.

10 Ducds and fkJicons

Ag'dt h/Qllabic3.
12 Co.pt dort^cn Gee^e.
13 dncd/'ng hviddm.
14 Qv^h and ftXTgnToi/fJis,
15 d^olgas.

Rif^ma ^ollabies,

dIack'-hiJed Wdllahkd.
Cassowat'ies.

1 .. ~lhdr 5

W'hfrt fy>u f'p

{P&^-En'n e.
Chn'ir bt.

i'idiculcL/5
t^rr t a QL

■{nh../fy
fnt

7 77\a

6

Toiiefs

S be! f e rs
kookabvt'fOL.

Adminisfrafi ve

tea

19 Nodutna! Hc^5t ~ 1^77

20 Bchtdna^

21 I grcbirds. [to. 3o - //● did am)
22 Iht kongciy'oos.

23 ktptdt ['(^ 'bOCL/n-^■'bOpm)
24 iCoannas.

25 kbaJas.

26 kangaroo /§ l{anga/t>os.
27 Lgnbirds. (z.Oo~^ hOf>in.)
28 H-owks.

29 Bri/^li furkegs.
30 Dingots,
31 Large fk/rab^.

n

4Class ;;

d
Room16

17

18

Lin/sn this loi

dfbefirt^ / ,
Miroivr '^',P

d'stoi'j-

T

feni;
n

Enironce

O

Publico

Telephone 32 5.

33 Bogles.
34 fmckes.

35 Plafgpus. (10-30-PBoaM.)
(t-oo- d-.3opm.)

f
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TficnjOHofOi ^vdden' d?e fCcokdhuyt^ J^loio don^n dit i^i/m-it^fe
Md pi/shed hi/n. fnk> dit bfMbong. Hieplol2/p\/s ^///^ /)ofc
bdjfKn. h si^d! Qnd 5^e//. ^fk/ a ftM days die pmnh p7\
^ivdling didn't fo dom. ~J^(d fs hihtf he ms
long'noft Qnd hYty fn de tvafe/-.

5hf^^c h/ottf'
'Brik- al'i^ h*ip

5leefi>^ 6u>^ieM/5.
'ir]5 i^orrfts
'ookpi^'S-e- j

Vdty^f's So/fit
iNPoierANT neu/5^

fo>^ teodiers abooh
Hit BPi/CAT/OAf _!

^£AVice Qh f
vHeQlerni '/ftt /

The Education Service is provid-
ed jointly by the Education Eept.
and the Eauna Park. The aim is to

I develop materials and programs to
^ stimulate students to enquire

about our native animals

y and plants and
The service is

^ Infant, Upper
V each section

for that level,

hour session of

encourage them to

^nd to record these
i^^as drawing,painting,
^'h*^in this section is

ncourage the

i- ^‘Side vitw of ih.f phhfpus oidosuyt.'^
Healesville Sanctuary is famous for its platypus display.
The platypus is a very special Australian animal. Do you.

know why? At the Sanctuary, the platypus can be seen
swimming around in a glass-sided tank but this is only
part of his home as you can see in the diagram above.

their natural environment. ^

divided into three sections^-
Primary and Secondary with ^
developing materials suitable
The infants are offered a one

activities designed to
observe various animals

observations in such ways
model-making. The emphasis
on sensory stimulation to

student to explore his/her env

Programs provided by the Upper Primary Section are perhaps
a little more formal but with particular emphasis on
teaching the student how to use his/her senses and observ
ational skills and how to record data. Students and teach

ers are also encouraged to use this data as a source of

material for other areas such as mathematics, creative
writing, drama and art.

The topic or approach used is determined by the individual
class teacher. We aim to provide a program which fits in
with the interests and abilities of each group. We also aim
to encourage teachers to view the Eauna Park as a source of
stimulation in areas other than science or animal studies.11

'k

The platypus usually sleeps during the day and feeds at
night. The two pools at the back of the "burrow" area .allow

it to swim around and feed after dark. The platypus is
given a little food when it is in the main tank to keep it
active.

u
I

, the platypus is fed ^kg. of king prawns,
d yabbies if available, per day. What would.

At the Sanctuary
3 eggs 0 worms an

j^^i,t cost to fed him for a week? 0

^ jhiOH/ bow tht ^Q^us Out hts la^ aopt F dccardmg h
Jlbodg/m/ legend^ soys Syyon G.rS .Ps. - In

Dmrnrtm oqp Hit phfppi/s ms re&t 6ut
Q5 ht MQS a dmIf fro01 fk k/kbong

sQy^ h'n md sbfM ^ kifk at
be skfkd kyghmp qH M

from dit fomt oamt k
P/hatoH Hit iovqkhg m/aSovk.

When, they saw khj^ they just shred

Ol-

10



Cr&il' idta. /,Another aspect of the service which
is worthy of consideration is to make
’a series of visits to the fauna Park. j

This series may be spread over a term k> ‘Spend
or the whole year and allows a more time ’		

depth' study of the operation of th^ lookingQh\
fauna Park, the animals, plants and the naxuralAC^^J
environment of our bushland.The Education Office
can be contacted during school hours by phoning
o59 624022.

UAtk. thjL

i , }—< AnUntxL
BroxxAciViting
CorrurusiyUTrL

e

\
0
m /And~fms p-e k i

to Hllss Styl. Enon. Mils
lEiTiu — do you (I’v^

t m +tis area ? o	

A ^Qood eve/iving viw&trs.This ^
is I.R.'Kavm speaJzincj fhr /
the wlfb Wal/y Wombaf |

and ciA

now
1 » 0

J
in ij.

m
an carruuna^ ,
ihe HmleSi/iUe Sanci-uor^ to
uit&rvieiAj th-e ne6tde*ibs — h

I

/ Wed I’m here ot \
loof< afier humane.

Ip you don’t watch them
fhey eat-too much/ 1
help -fhem fe d(ef by
pinch'iA^ their Lunches/

nec
■TV

d/- fht Sanch/onj^ ifOLc h/j7/ fihU diepr d/t^df auts/c/i cG^e.f /hw monip
can [^ou pnU (f eook ft^pe ?

y ort\er word 5
Q^she’s d walU-ing

( rubbish bin.' ,
Yellow flash

Honeyeaters headYellow

beak

on

> ft

, XMNCOeSr ‘I
Bell - miner

(Belibird) Yellow -faced

Check the flowers !!

●V.,

Yeur

rTdd So you can see th?
in which humans <1. drfimqis
co-oporat^ here cP HealesviHe.
LJ2M jusP qo anct^
see whaP that d\Y\J y
15 ubouP ovev

■^''We- werelY
waiting for
our fhod

/ Eastern

Spinebill
Where d\d all

-tne din goWhite -naped

White flash

back of head

J Why were
you maUinq /
S6 muob
noise ?

o
on O

C^th■€ve

WflLK-THROUaH

PflRR<3TS«,ROSELLfi5

SANCTOfiRY.

This Sanctuary is

fdntqst-ic/

}

OKjVMoitch +he
, birdies

Xgwergcnne.
fijrid why do you
live in this

Sanc-puar^ ry

I

\
/oh,w6 Like to watch all^
■fhe’ humane as they uiaik

^-Phrough.Tilty’ee funny /

Ma/e Bluty
Wytii, -^Sc 7

Tv

N&tvet 13
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/^hi"iQi>ie5 hunitng fHc f(onqo/oo.

\~P)at l0^
\monfh ivoi Pi msp!
h'JJ /ceip fh$ /joncfi^_
Juit in cQ(t /
\MVi h i/St ft.

A Legend of the KangAi^oo

I * 7fi& numbtjp o-f joshes itHtysP
I /JaitYtc/oq. __
2. ftcond lOY^tst I/y/h^ bit^ct.			
3. fuYfu Qni'ma^l hVts h eucc^i^pfh		

and tats fbe Jea^pts,
^ ^oh Qnfjp pmd ^emi/Pf^ has s^'mes 			

pnjtfcfio'n.

ip Wh'k hir^d b/oc.^ dimd^ longf cutPyed 			
I ^ pyords]

k Jd/Ktu an/'mc)/ py>d) k/'mps artel (alpJpud _ _
.f ddu^ CP Idtr^t hit'^/ fjonjtd afhP d musical

instrument, ^ _

S. H hoHlJcfS^ UJtb~lxxDlRdOryimalj /ecc/s A?
h/afcp^ toifS e^sc^nd //rrfm Pp tJur/^ot^
Ond it /9n't W'ailij- _ __

Q. BirdJ /ires /'o a Jor^e fktdpi pneerr
if) iht k/i/d^ so/nef/mer /eo>/^f k> la/lf- .

. Animat hji//} scutes^ rto tepSj named afh/
anc/her cLnirnai lul/b uP/^es.- _ __

Qnima! name.s

JAe'fe NaS oFce Q t^rY\e loa^ T "i6a one kon^afoo r\oV\ceA
wken a kanaQODo used to Tua Some 'o\ack mon doAuriQ and he

A o I p r 1 1 » ^
on hour eas 'lASIeod or Ks/o. 1^11- V\o. ujoud like fe dance, efo.

So ke nan tb tlae, end op tLe "TTig, kUcks
iin(E oh Hacks and Hen slbocl

up ef to Cepu^ ol 1 LgL ockions. k

wAen tV\o^
ttesk saw kim Lot' lae 'looked so

^ soon be^anto lau^U

were, an

unn

ic

7Mi

And So tlaea kepk him hoppinq Ever stnee Hen He kanqa(bo Kos
and dancina on tvjo Lqs ^ used onlu cfoo teas wWon movina

Fof' innanoj biours \Alh\leme. about", bar novj he nas leaonV \b
\A)Oimen beat" Kme and 'oalarvce w'\th b\s hid and HoaoK

rhe. me,r\ lauOjbed. And. Ke sld bops, be oerbinli^ d(Wiv took

hlawlay, oklao, nagnao, ssumpo, psltpavy, oorngaka,

obtmaw.
14
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