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Appearing in this issue of Nature Notes
is a report from Heathmont Primary School

about their School Camp at Lake Tyres
held during March.

Various schools in the Ringwood Inspect-
orate have indicated that they would
contribute articles to Nature Notes about
their tours/camps. In this manner Nature
Notes hopes to take you around the many
places of interest in Victoria and else-
where., In doing this we may interest our
readers in visiting these places on
school camps or during holiday periods.

We would invite contributions not only
from the Ringwood area, but also from

our many interstate subscribers. Articles
should be sent to Nature Notes before the
end of each month so that they can be
included in the next issue.
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T RGBT GHTL hildren fromr Grades
DAY 1: Tour'of Warragul. aud L at deathront
S.B.C, Power Station at imary chool recentily
Morwell. gtfpﬁued A camp at Lake
) ' Tyers. by readirgs these

ARERP & Buchan CGaves, and : ~ g e

‘ articles perhaps your scuool may

2
w our oi  the Timber
Industry at Nowa Nowa.
DAE 22~ PFull day tour ©of
Boydtown, the Port of
Eden and the Wocdchip
Inid¥stry.

like to visit the area,

Jetf_Honkin says: " One of my frst
jpressions wils e sise of He omp. It
wos sipoaltd on 4 heckoves wit & bip
Deach nawby, Lake Tyers wos neor e
camp-sile alfo. 7At food ok omp ks
grar - spaghetts, baked beons and
ceveal Thee wias Ao & Qf fov which
wos ved o lot. The huls hadl 3 bunks
and a single bed. We alt thaght 7%
BUCHAN CAVES. comp wos greot. i

"From the camp on the second day we went

to the Buchan Caves. We had a guide to take
us through the cave and show us all of the
interesting rock formations. He told us
about the stalagtites and stalagmites and
‘t0ld us all the other names for certain tTypes
of rocks.It was a long but interesting walk.
The cave that we were in was beautifully
colored. Some people thought that the cave
was nmade of wax, but of course it wasn't "

4 —Rovert norwood,

DAY 4: Ecology study of
the Lazke Tyers Area.
Fishing Industry at
Lakes Entrance.

DAY 5: Melbourne via
Sale, Heyfield prassing
Ralad.F. Base,
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"On the fourth day we went on a cruilse around the lakes of
Lakes Entrance. We went up Chinaman's creek. Tr one of the
lakes we saw the rock that was supposed to be a meteorite.
SOME FACTS ABOUT LAKES ENTKANCE. ;

The township of Lakes Entrance stands on a low=1lying strip

of sandy land near the eastern end of the Gippsland lakes.
On its northern side the waters of North Arm are backed by

a steep cliff-like bluff at Jemny's Point., On its southern
side a broader strait, Cunningham Arm is boardered by an
outer barrier covered with sand dunes and with a fine sandy
beach on the sea-ward side."(You can note thege"arms" in« 5
the map on the opposite page.) -Monigue Wurz.,




Plants in the

You have now been back at school
for several weeks and many of your
teachers will have made some
arrangements about providing decor-
ation for the classroom. Part of
whis decoraition is in the form of
pot plants. Let's have a close look
at some of these plants.We find that
they fall into two groups:

FLOWERS : NO FLOWERS

Very few of our plants have no
flower, but in some the flowers are
insignificant in comparison to other
features., Do you know any of these?
Pilea, Coleus, Cacti, Rex Begonia, . g
Succulents, Ferns (no flower% 4)1/%[/"“0” Schertzerianum
Flowering: Cyclamen, Primula, Tuberous Begonia kulb plants.
These plants grew originally in a variety of natural
habitats and to get the best from these plants in the

2 classroom we must try to
create the eorrect habitat
for each plant.
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The classrcom,especially
those of new schools cau
be a most suitable place,
as it offers protection
from the wind., This leaves
us with four other condit-
lopigvto adjush. LECHD,
HUMIDITY, TEMPERATURE,
WATER.

LIGHET: All plants need
some light. Many of our
indoor plants come from
tropical forests where
direct sunlight is filter-
ed and subdued. Providing
the filtered sun does not
shine directly on a
window, the window sill of

Nolare Nofes - May 1977

Classroom,

a well 1it room is a suitable position
for these plants. Most flowering plants
require some sunlight so a window
which receives light during part of the
year only, would be a suitable position.
Ferns usually grow in damp gullies so
have 1little need of a window position.

HUMIDITY: Indoor plants require a
reasonable amount of humidity in the
air. They dislike the warm, dry atmos-
phere which we humans prefer, especial-
ly during the winter. Humidity around

a plant may be increased by placing the
pot 1in a larger container and filling
the space with peat-moss or permanent-
ly moist sand.

TEMPERATURE: Except for a few very J \ \
tender indoor plants, clasroom temper-
ature should be satisfactory. Take Cymbiohum, Orchid.

= care to see that plant leaves are not

/ touching glass panes on frosty nights.
Plants need some fresh air but dislike the
constant draught of an open window.

WATER: More indoor plants fail through

over watering than any other cause. A good
rule to follow is - WATER ONLY WHEL THE
TOP-SOIL BECOMES DRY.

S

2eB.The V.S.,S.H.S. provides a good select-
ion of plants for the classroom,
A catalogue can be obtained by writing to:

¥ The Victorian State Schools'Nursery,
Arthur Street., OAKLEIGH. 3166, Victoria.
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{ -DEFCRE, PLAREING - '\
| THINK * what sort of tree do
| — you want? \

H;» How b‘ng? Flowexing? Evefgv'een? }

",\ % what do you want it er? A
' Shade ?(Nl yeor around — or jusk summer?) [\
!!-' To attract birds? (Native frees are best.)

. As a wind break P(Branches low down) |
for beauty? (Flowers, Autumn clors o
To hide Sometning? ‘
To climb P (No prickles!)

8
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Remove weeds & grass.

Break up the soil .

of hole to test its
depth.

Remove plant by
unrolling the wood
veneax (ar pofs Tin &fe)

Dig a hélg —m;o weld gf:;rﬁillg' S:%zd
prepawed soil  slghtiy etree T
deeper than the tube hole,supparting

it with ¢ne hand,
&pr%sing down
+he Soi) with the othex”.

your tree is in & about

a spade’s width.
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[ thought was prelfy.
A UttHe tree

Was growing theve
Degpite the concrete
And polluted air/
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AELER PLANEING
»* Watering — give your tree a good '
Soaking once a week rathey than |
a lUght watering every day.

#* (eeds — keep weeds

clear of Your tree.

% Check that your tree
hasn’t outgrown its
Stake.

#* Any bothevsome or
colliding branches may be
pruned after Howering /
& before wnter. y
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3 Gently break the 4'

'Then -the_
% » d Saucer with loose
né::lrzz .*ﬁ:o:(sz‘e sail. Sfake your
(where the sei) has gene ’_rree if you wa,'nf
hard). Fill the hole it fo grow sfm;a\,\f.
with QOOd <oil and
teave a shallow
“saucer” to collect
the wates”.
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Bill this saucer ) with
woter severad tmes i oA
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the soil 4 dY§j~ Keep a diary of how
quickly your free grows’
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What is the name

auti ful,warming days
umri are with us as
e invigorating cool
In America this
wn as "Fall"- Why?

is at work as far as
ees are concerned

— some trees shed
leaves. The leaves of
trees change color
tefore falling. What
f trees are these
? Why do the leaves
color? Why do they

to trees that do not
List
xamples of each type.
Have you noticed any toadstools or
mushrooms growing about your home or
school? During autumn many types of
fungi may be seen. Compare fungi with
ordinary plants. If they have no
flowers how do they reproduce? As
fungi have no leaf green, how do they
obtain their nourishment? Make a 1list
,of the places where fungi is to be
‘For® S found. What sort of environment do

funél prefer? What useful work do they
_perform? It is important to remember

that most fungi are poisonous.
to recognigze the different klndg

What 15 #e differenee beheen tiere ol
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Why are weather maps printed |
in all daily newspapers?Why |oz.
are weather forecasts given
over radio and television?

s ‘thiswsert offinformatlion
really important? o

UD.‘.‘.ADA'ITA. CHARLEVILLE®

o KALGOCRLIE

On the weather map you will
notice curved lines with a
special number for each line.
These lines are known as
ISOBARS. What do they tell
the "weather-watcher?" Why
is the word HIGH written on the map? You can also notice
that there is a very dark line with spikes on it. There

is another type with semi-circles as you can see below

thz map. Thesejare known as FRONTS; the spikes indicating
a UOLD FRONT and the semi-circles a WARM FRONT. A cold
front means colder air moving in the direction of the
spikes and a warm front warmer air moving in the direction
of the se:r i-circles. Perhaps you may be able to find other

BUREAU OF METECROLOGY sosms —Gi6 —
v rew
core v A A

ey —a s | 3T g4 | nours
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-types weather maps.

*WEATHER SAYINGS -

These have been handed on
down through the ages. There
is a major drawback with

this type of weather obser-
vation. Can you work out

what it.is?hiere dis one
example of this.. perhaps

you know more.«'" A red sk% at
night is a shepherd's
A red sky in the morning is
the shepherd's warning." The
trouble with this 'i§ that it
all depends on what kind of a
sky there is at sunset: some
do mean a fine day to follow
but some do not.
“be eertain of being eorrect.

WEATHER - . s
With his knowledge of
weather man has learnt to te
able to invent ideas for
controlling certain weather
condditiofs, In open ecountry
where farmers plant crops,
quite often you will see wind
-breaks. Why are trees plantec
in this manner? During the
football season helicopters
have in the past been used
above the airspace close to
the ground on water-soaked
ovals. Why?

Nolove Noleys - May, 1477

delight.,

One can never

Tvis month's letter
from Glen Prohasky of
Ringwood East Prinmary

comes

School. He writes to us about the
Brushed-tailed Rock Wallaby. If you
visit the

Jeriolan Caves you would see

have tie opportunity to
this

wallaby in his natural habitat. Glen
wins this month's book prize for his
artitles
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Whenever I've visited Healesville
Sanctuary or for that matter any

other sanctuary there has always been
a large crowd around the reptile
enclosure., They seem to hold a fascin-
ation all of their own and even though
many people say they "hate'" looking at
them, they cannot seem to drag them-
selves away. One of the largest and

Ry probably best liked of our reptiles is

the wily od goanna. Of all Australian
animals the goanna seems to hold a
very special place on our folklore
and most times he's looked on as a
"goodie" even though he sometimes
crosses the path of man,

What is there about this reptile that
has so endeared him to our legends of
wildlife? I can remember being able to
buy a wonderful cure for cuts and
scratches called "pure goanna oil" -
the 0ld timers used to swear by it.
Then another story about the goanna
said that if you were bitten or were
scratched by one it would break out
every year there-after. I knew an old
farmer near Numurkah whose dog had
been bitten by a goanna. He was absol-
utely convinced that the sore on his
dog used to become re-infected every
years Possibly the reason for these
stories came from the fact that a
goanna being an eater of carrion,
carried much bacteria on his teeth -
with the result that whatever he bit
became badly infected and unless well
treated, often re-infected itself
every so often. Thus, the legend was
born.

~Tree Goomna. .

Nafave Noles - Moy 1277,

[77ee loanna's foolk 4

48 And who hasn't laughed at Banjo
Gl Patterson's poem "Johnson's

YOO Antidote?". If you haven't read
‘NWT&R?;¢qthis yet you will certainly enjoy
LY]it when you do.

QOUNI I had a brush once with a goanna

» llonce myself in my early teaching
days. In an old bush school the
boys had discovered a four foot
goanna in the boys toilet and of
course it was Mr. D's job to get
him out while the boys waited with

wide faced grins outside. The
goanna was entrenched on a narrow
ledge over the door from which after much prodding he
launched himself - at me. I shifted ground very quickly and
the 0ld goanna landed on my shoulder. There wasn't much
wrong with my reflexes as he didn't stay for very long. I'm
not sure who received the biggest shock but I do know it
only took a split second for him to slide down my arm and
out the door much to the boy's delight. I sure did wash
those scratches with Dettol - about 10 times for I remem-
bered what I d been told about the dog.

Anyway enough from me. Why don't you find out all about our
goannas? Where did the name goanna come from? Is it a
corruption of "iguana?" How many species in Australia? What
are the three types (not species) Are they a protected
species? Why? Many of your answers can be found in "Treasury
of Wildlife" edited by D.F.McMichael in a section by Harold
Cogger. I hope you too find old goanna a fascinating reptile.

L. J. DELACCA,
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