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The Acrobat
/ IVonde/ ivhen I'm.

S^^/5 /5 M /fny'd
iditorid

HOYt you M ^ Catch n yras^hoppe/-']
I if yau horc^ you kncMJ how ‘smo/b yauu
hod h bt jfi vrdCit- h JrUiphbr) hcjvyt he
^prinqs moy ooh of l/ou/ gi^i^sp. /f you

’ have o^stived h/'m at dofc Wnyt youm'd

tmet pmbQbkf nohaa hm/Narurt ha>t designed hm dyjumping, fh hind JfjsQet
bng md heMphnood musder dof^d hkbody- me m die muscJff /hah yin?
h)irr) stytngih ho 'sphnyi Jie jnisshoppdf fkh hayf ptfhpticjhi on mg fo hhai h/hen
k iande he won't k hmij fJkU. Many gmshoppenr can aJp Phy. Tied ieng.e
gaupy kjings fid Qwoy Pk fimi wkn not m uft underneath hop Mhys whehm

namwefond much h^eh hnwe^/ oPywws-

hepperf do not hay? h/dgs. When gitu pad
&)t M'fh a tvry^pdniTj hiiJ-fhis i5 Mfemak.
5he uses the tail ho cPg hunyom k) which ho
dpesib hey eg.p The eggs one wet/pndedtdit)
the myf) tmki fhoj hckchj. Onu again * notojj
f&mk gymshoppe/f hoye the hong hi Tdcs
Jtlodef idmh'ficottoh deppcvlf dom’t itf

tf at! yojn^gxtpdxpperf hired we mulct hm ptogaep cfd>^. Mnvenete Mahift
has provided fv/thf in that ^ yrosshcppcr hoy noPu/oh enermte/ s-uch o! dwek
anda/ner jhfeep They hdp ho hieep fw gmsdhgper pepuhf/or) h check hdon, qJ/o

nj mimmei. WhgJ D/d you Wnon/ Jhah the
gmsheppey Oihgsf Ps you Sund out wed?
the ocada host mooih^ ihe Ringing f'§ i> ottnKh
the femak, thy/ f'o the /bondproduced h the
grasshopperf hthed ts a hcvstf hs da
yyosshoppepP If So^ hww Gf/? you htJ/ the
ifftrmctl Write ho uf at h/ohre hhke h/idi
what gou fin'd out.

Appearing in this issue of Nature Notes

report from Heathmont Primary School

about their School Camp at Lake Tyres

held during March.

Various schools in the Ringwood Inspect

orate have indicated that they would

contribute articles to Nature Notes about

their tours/camps. In this manner Nature

Notes hopes to take you around the many

places of interest in Victoria and else

where, In doing this we may interest our

readers in visiting these places on

school camps or during holiday periods.

We would invite contrihutions not only

from the Ringwood area, but also from

many interstate subscribers. Articles

should be sent to Nature Notes before the

end of each month so that they can be

included in the next issue.

IS a

our

dedorfi WQ/m the Qwc/hcpper

Editor.
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Hnn/ fht CavfS formed:

ioo- MOO million ago /h'f

Q/eO- cf dost CtippshnoL kJQS
heneoih die ocean. Jt ivas ali^

with shdftsh’ and Coi^l,

/emo'iDS weft dtposif-e.d ovey fht
oqts o^d btconft hmesfone.

OYOf djousonds of- iptcn^s
^ waitf acitdfj has ca/vcd- oid-of die

/ocJo^ iQyqe ebombarf and underground
passages. M rair> steps fhroitg^ dn

soil^ /ffiit rf&rn die to cJc dissolrtf h fhe
br^ op uarey /i>rm on the rocfcf die cow - Q6 die drops evoporofe^ it
jeares (x y'mQ cf forming ^holachks and Magnvds. whah on
-which one Perms on die roof of the cart - t^hcch one Jtvmr on die
of the cart f
"On the fourth day we went on a cruise around the lakes of
Lakes Entranc--. I'p wer+ up r-hiranan’ s creek. Tr. one of the
lakes we saw the rock that was ^supposed to be a meteorite.
SOME FACTS ABOLT LAKES EivTRALCn.

The township of Lakes Entrance stands on a low-lying strip
of sandy land near the eastern end of the Gippsland lakes.
On its northern side the waters of North Arm are backed b>
a steep cliff-like bluff at Jemray's Point, On its southern
side a broader strait, Cunningham Arm is boarderedby an
outer barrier covered with sand dunes and with a fine sandy
beach on the sea-ward side."(You can note these"arms" in 5
the map on the opposite page.)

T0"H n [GHLlOr-u L . . .

LAY 1 : Tour of I'arrag’al.
S.EoC. Power Station at

Morwell.

'AY 2: Buchan Caves and
tour of the Timber

Industry at Towa Nowa.

LAY 1: F'.ll day tour of
Boydtown,the Port of
Eden and the 7/oodchip
Industry.

PA.Y 4: Ecology study of
the Lake Tyers Area.
Fishing Industry at
Lakes Er;trance.

PAY 3: Melbourne via

Sale, Heyfield passing
R.A.A.F. Base.
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camp at Lane
these
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articles perhaT;s your s
like to visit the area.

Jeff donkir) so 1/5 - " One cf- my first

impressions k/os die si^eopdie comp, /t
has 5j/!>aP(d orv *t heebres hu/di a ib

beach nearby, take Tyers iwoe near die
camp - siPt alfo. 'the food at 0mp was
great- ^payPiePtc, baked tIcons and
ce/ea.l iffyt iwos apo a. caff tor
iwQS i/ffd Pi tot. die hubs Piaoi 3 hunks

and a ^inyk bed. Wc all fhevyht fht
comp hJQs great.

"From the camp on the second lay we went
to the Buchan Caves. We had a guide to take
US through the cave and show us all of the
interesting rock formations. He told us

about the stalagtires amd stalagmites
■told us all the other names for certain types

of rocks.lt was a long but interesting walk.
The cave that we were in was beautifully

Some people thought that the cave
of wax, but of course it wasn't,"

—nc.'. urt no^'vvood.

BUCHAN CAVES.

and

colored.

was made

-Monique Wurz.4
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Cimsrmm, !
You have now been back at school

for several weeks and many of your
teachers will have made some

arrangements about providing decor
ation for the classroom„ Part of

this decoration is in the form of

pot plantSo let's have a close look
at some of these plants,We find that
they fall into two groups:

NO FLOWERS y

Very few of our plants have no '
flower, but in some the flowers are
insignificant in comparison to other
features. Do you know any of these?
Pilea, Coleus, Cacti, Rex Begonia,
Succulents, Ferns (no flower).- 			
'Flowering: Cyclamen, Primula, Tuberous Begonia Bulb plants.
These plants grew originally in a variety of natural
habitats and to get the best from these plants in the

classroom we must try to
create the correct habitat

for each plant.

a well lit room is a suitable position
for these plants. Most flowering plants
require some sunlight so a window ^
which receives light during part of the
year only, would be a suitable position.
Ferns usually grow in damp gullies so
have little need of a window position,

HUMIDITY: Indoor plants require a
reasonable amount of humidity in the
air. They dislike the warm, dry atmos
phere which we humans prefer, especial
ly during the winter. Humidity around
a plant may be increased by placing the
pot in a larger container and filling
the space with peat-moss or permanent
ly moist sand.

I
/

FLOWERS U
\/J

Anj-hur'ium. Schc^zev-iani/fft.

TEMPERATUHE: Except for a few very
tender indoor plants, clasroom temper
ature should be satisfactory. Take

care to see that plant leaves are' not
touching glass panes on frosty nights.
Plants need some fresh air but dislike the

constant draught of an open window,

WATER: More indoor plants fail through
over watering than any other cause. A good
rule to follow is - WATER ONLY WHEN THE

TOP-SOIL BECOMES DRY,

CumMi^ Orchid.

The classroom,especially
those of new schools can

be a most suitable place,
as it offers protection
from the wind. Tliis leaves
us with four other condit

ions to adjust, LIGHT,
HUTilDITY, TEviPERATLTlE,
WATER,

N.B.The V,S,S,H,S, provides a good select
ion of plants for the classroom,
A catalogue can be obtained by writing to:

LIGHT: All plants need
some light. Many of our
indoor plants come from
tropical forests where
direct sunlight is filter
ed and subdued. Providing
the filtered sun does not

shine directly on a
window, the window sill of

Hofutt Mof^s-

* The Victorian State Schools’Nursery,
Arthur Street

Ouf

OAKLEIGH, 3166, Victoria,® 9

in fht US'tick hy ^oberh
po^t h)t ” ●shsloqh'fes Dnd shlofmihp "

should reod: ’'sfnlach'lff and shhgmifsl’fhihdmdy&n.
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FietER. PimtlMQf scFof^e fLnntinQ

Lmtino I
tRE E,a

Hi (jOateving — giv€ your tf^e a good
Soaking ov)ce q iA/€ek raHiev tVicun
a Ugl^t wohering a;ery dag.

UJecds — keep u>G€c(s
cieojf of your tree.

Check -Hriaf yomr tree
hasn’t outgrow3n its
Stake.

* Af'y boHiersome or
colliding branches may be
pruned after floiAjering
it. before VAjinter.

THIMK ^ what sort of tree do
you wont?

Hovoblg? Flowering?
^ (jjbat do you wont it

Shade ?(fAli y€or around - or just summ€r?^
To attract birds? (Natwe -fr«/s «re be^t.)

wind break

f(flow-ers, ftwtuwn odors'?*^
As a

for boouty

To hide SometWiny?
To dimb? (Nc prick(*4.0

Th-en pll the
saucer with loos-e
soil. State your

tree if you wort

it to grow straigkt-

2 Gently bre^^kthe
“crust” aro\AY)d the

neck of the plart
(where the sol) hAs genr^e
hard). Fill the hole

wi+b good soil and
teav/e a shallow

Saucer” to collect

the wate^r.

1 fVeparing the ground. </y

I P& I w«^ walking
Through the ctg

I saw A sight
f thought was pretty.
ft Li tHe tree

Remove weeds S. grass.
Break up the soiL. Stand tube in centre

op hole to te^t its Was growing thev^e,
■Despite the ooncre^

^’-V And polluted uir.^
depth.

R’emo'/e plont by
unrolling the wood

(or poE,t»^.^fdymesar

Carefully stand
the tree in the'Dig Cl hole into wedd

prepared SoiC sbghtLj
deeper thcu'i -the tube

tree is m R about

Fill this saucer^ With
water seMer^t timM if

the soi I fs dry ■

loo le^suppcr ting
it with one bund,

your <t.pressing down
the soi) wth the other keep a diary of how

quickly your tree
spade’s widfto.Q

8 NnTu/iE /Votes ~
L
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The beautiful,warming days
of autumn are with us as

are the invigorating cool
mornings. In America this
is known as "Fall"- Why?

Nature is at work as far as ^
the trees are concerned ^
anyway - some trees shed
their leaves. The leaves of

these trees change color
before before falling. What ;
type of trees are these
called? Why do the leaves
change color? VYhy do they
fall? vVhat is the name

given to trees that do not
shed their leaves. List

some examples of each type.

I

Mav\^ vior«^ stole
" iKe Fif% inlV\e, lan^ an<^

Would not slnQfe.lt W°ilh QO^one,.

w peo^e tned to take tW
Fife, I le vJbmen kk linem Wltk
Kot slfcfe and tke p0OpW died.

len

a

Have you noticed any toadstools or
mushrooms growing about your home or
school? Luring autumn many types of
fungi may be seen. Compare fungi with
ordinary plants. If they have no
flowers how do they reproduce? As

fungi have no leaf green, how do they
obtain their nourishment? Make a list

,of the places where fungi is to be
found. What sort of environment do

fungi prefer? What useful work do they
perform? It is important to remember

Learn.'^

And Fe, leapl'FrDm
0fhss, siQzjd me loumir^ Flre
siick,aAd arn ko^ck lbV\ls Ko

now arA

V)a mom

llsVen. roe.

'loadshol.s
that most fungi are poisonous,
to recognize the different kinds.

vJtIk ^ angar, and ffiCuaiavlIM swSij crawl along
ikfixjgklKeQmssWm'te Find ike kels npwa liMrci ana
man wV\o etken iW And as Ke ne paus^ et u VV h\s h«ad
km cruwled dnar^eA Infe snoks. and \i^ jJsV as Ve AA s© i

imV

\wV\ef®jer

10
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TLis month's let:-r'-r comes

from Glen Prohasky of

Ringwnod East P

Why are weather maps printed
in all daily newspapers?Why
are weather forecasts given-
over radio and television?

Is this sort of information

really important?

On the weather map you will
notice curved lines with a

special number for each linso
These lines are known as

ISOBARS. What do they tell
the "weather-watcher?" Why
is the word HIGH written on the map? You can also notice
that there is a very dark line with spikes on it. There
is another type with semi-circles as you can see below
the map, Tliese are known as PROMTS; the spikes ini.iicating

GOLD FRONT and the semi-circles a WARM FRONT. A cold

front means colder air moving in the direction of the

spikes and a warm front warmer air moving in the direction
of the se:--circles. Perhaps you may be able to find other
types weather maps.

;ary

School. He writes to us about the

Brushed-tailed Rock Wallaby. If you

have the opportunity to \'isit the

Jenolan Caves you would see this

wallaby in his natural habitat, Glen

wins this month's book prize for his

yif / could
/mkt '/

/ cans
a

Ime Urqe;sh>cldijL| ltoJi,(Wk ocWc<ir<>ck
xci ua iXK:lyu cumon of Aa^Wka,

as a'tu as on, off - slmcre Lctojvl'S. ft i/3 [ourui

rruuniy in, nmurtSiaru>ye drp acWx;pfu|ii(i
mooLTuO pjOne) ■ore^

tn, eauec artel ronku creulcC'S cLijinn^
■fu. 'ncal ofiicQ- cloA,j. fea<is on uogaJboium,

rang , exTOto]" wimeueKxjoo oj-uxolc ragWr.
It in clork-i/mm-grey on ffm.kcaa oroL

Ik><1u , lukiluiW dfemac^ yeiWwjik-WoujrL,

\

roJmHJ 'OUiUJ

●QoNTH,QLL,N(\ These have bees handed on
Vs/eATB£/^. ■ down through the ages. There

With his knowledge of^ _ is a- major drawback with
weather man has learnt to be this type of weather obser-
able to invent ideas for vation. Can you work out

controlling certain weather what it is? Here is one
conditions. In open country example of this,, perhaps
where farmers plant crops, you know more.," A red sky at
quite often you will see wind night is a shepherd’s delight,
-breaks. Why are trees planter A red sky in the morning is
in this manner? During the the shepherd's warning," The
football season helicopters trouble with this is that it
have in the past been used all depends on what kind of a
above the airspace close to sky there is at sunsets some
the ground on water-soaked do mean a fine day to follow
ovals. Why? f but some do not. One can nevei

be certain of being correct.

J

va

0X1

12
13
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Godnnd And who hasn’t laughed at Banjo
Patterson's poem "Johnson’s
Antidote?". If you haven’t read
this yet you will certainly enjoy
it when you do.

I had a brush once with a goanna
once myself in my early teaching
days. In an old bush school the
boys had discovered a four foot
goanna in the boys toilet and of
course it was Mr. P's job to get
him out while the boys waited with
wide faced grins outside. The
goanna was entrenched on a narrow

ledge over the door from which after much prodding he
launched himself - at me. I shifted ground very quickly and
the old goanna landed on my shoulder. There wasn’t much
wrong with my reflexes as he didn’t stay for very long. I’m
not sure who received the biggest shock but I do know it
only took a split second for him to slide down my arm and
out the door much to the boy’s delight. I sure did wash
those scratches with Dettol - about 10 times for I rememr-

bered what I d been told about the dog.

vVhenever I’ve visited Healesville

Sanctuary or for that matter any
other sanctuary there has always been
a large crowd around the reptile
enclosure. They seem to hold a fascin
ation all of their own and even though
many people say they "hate" looking at
them, they cannot seem to drag them
selves away. One of the largest and
probably best liked of our reptiles is
the wily od goanna. Of all Australian
animals the goanna seems to hold a
very special place on our folklore
and most times he’s looked on as a

"goodie" even though he sometimes
crosses the path of man.

What is there about this reptile that
has so endeared him to our legends of
wildlife? I can remember being able to

buy a wonderful cure for cuts and
scratches called "pure goanna oil" -
the old timers used to swear by it.

Then another story about the goanna
said that if you were bitten or were
scratched by one it would break out
every year there-after. I knew an old
farmer near Numurkah whose dog had
been bitten by a goanna. He was absol
utely convinced that the sore on his
dog used to become re-infected every
year. Possibly the reason for these
stories came from the fact that a

goanna being an eater of carrion,
carried much bacteria on his teeth -

with the result that whatever he bit

became badly infected and unless well
treated, often re-infected itself
every so often. Thus, the legend was
born,

■^Tfet CsoOfi^tOL.

Anyway enough from me. Why don’t you find out all about our
goannas? Where did the name goanna come from? Is it a
corruption of "iguana?" How many species in Australia? What
are the three types (not species) Are they a protected
species? Why? Many of your answers can be found in "Treasury

‘ " edited by D.P.McMichael in a section^by Harold
Cogger. I hope you too find old goanna a fascinating reptile.

L. J. DELACCA.

Of Wildlife

Announament) /Jaturt'

\ comm/yfet 6een /ocrroffd

one, Wt arepleafed k> hart '' j
AfK fo//h Ba/J of MeayBj»to/)t^fiS, i
kJOrMn/^ i^s. Asfirst Orh'dt '1

/h yy>C June /'ssut.
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/

Notuvt /lofts- Moy .154.
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■^' ,^/5/s /V,I'fi >

iMeyt-

> Ms. 'WMa fhhosk'L

and M)'5. /(c$o/yn

Ca^d'dij

/'"My HPOfhmonl
Pt'injQy ij ScAoc/s
'f^/nd - '

%!■* 5/yg . QnCiy
good luck'--

D L yB r E/ C A/

M 6u u H NC A 0

B G A r H M 0 W FE

b A■^Ycr' die kiidey] mfs^ooe

to cote Ff gchV5....

LAKE TYERS,

LAKES EKTEANCE

ERICA, MAPERA,

oALE, DROUI\;, tyro

WARRAGYL, MIRPOO

YARRAGOE, ROKEBY,

RUCHA^^

ER, BERWICK,

I)AHDEij0iij G , dAoR ,

YALLOURN, [ABRWELL, ;YCE

TRARALGOP, TRA FALGAR,

HEYFIELD, CRr^'E.:"’,

'■^TRESDALE,

/Y M 0 -r FcE

r
4 A P F A/ M 5NL

5 /f ^ / T A AfL

5 8A I E 0 F /5

A1
G 0 A/ y/V

T
. . U

D9
A D B M A/ a0 &

r y9
5 c O

F EE5
O / 0 3 5 I O

V >Y' A C C L 0 B K

^ 0 A r9

A K5/ E C

G 0 D D A F r A W /

D Af G 4 5 L F WR4

K F A A N GU 0 0

0 E 0 r A M E

u F F B/

I OC FI PM A K A

B \K u D C y rl A
X5o you Blink
Fu ne got j An^wtP.-

ijiisH'et': ' "
,' have /1 itn 		

ANS\a/BR^~^- 1^''^°

doAZAE^d I X/a/ yoot' onuhpP
( 16, W' tl't ? ^
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