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Welcome to the pages of Nature Notes for 1978. This year
'sees some new changes at Nature Notes. Firstly, the new
Assistant Editor responsible for continuing Probe is
Miss Lorraine Orme. She comes to her job with new ideas and I'm sure
all our readers will wish her well.

TN

e~

To make our job a little easier and in an effort to continually
improve the quality of our publications, we have purchased new
processing equipment. This will enable us to print more photographs,
samples of any schoolwork that you may send to us and lighten the
load on our artists by being able to reduce and enlargen artwork. So
watch out for even better magazines this year.

More letters please... we need letters to print. How long have you
been receiving Nature Notes or Probe? During that time have you
written to us? If not, why not? Although it is not always possible to

print all letters received, your name will be printed in Nature Notes.

Write to us on any subject - about articles we print, projects you
may be working on at school, camps, visits to National Parks....
Book prizes are awarded for letters printed in Nature Notes and
Probe. Why not write SOON?

If you have not re-ordered for 1978, your last chance is in this

issue. Fill in the order form on page 15 and return it now.

Your Nature Notes Committee for 1978 is: T

Mr. K. Speer. (D.I) , Mr. F.Little (Principal,

Ringwood East), Mr. D.Dobson (Croydon Sth.),

Miss L. Orme (Probe), Mrs. L.Sanderson

(Manchester ), Mr. C.Bull (Heathmont),

~ Mr. L.Delacca (Principal, GreZ?hills),

4 8. L prchdn/i .

Editor.
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It It Moves...... § 2 "
.....Shoot It! \\\K}/
"And if it gLies 1'20 sheot (t ﬁi@

I§ (£ nuns on the ground

I§ <t Lives 4n a cave >

And makes a weind sound

I willf kel all the beans and the
Lions and the moose

With my telescopde s4ght you know
I'm geeling heal Loose

T will k£l akl the ducks and the

geese and the quail
Just gon a weekend of fun, cut on
the wildenness trnait! '
-Country Joe McDonald. |
(

Shaken somewhat by the news of
two slaughtered Grey Kangaroo,
Graham Pizzey of the Melbourne
Herald used the words of this
song to help illustrate the sense-
lessness of 'killing off' wild-
life, particularly the Grey
Kangaroo which he says only
survives in a few 'pockets' on th
Mornington Peninsular.
As you are all probably aware as
a result of growing public
awareness of the need to protect
our unique wildlife, State and
Federal governments have passed
legislation to curb indiscriminate
killings. Why is it that not all
of the community adopts a
responsible attitude toward the
environment? Once protective acts
are passed, are they easily
policed? Are such acts of parlia-
ment effective? Why does man revel
killinag native fauna? Discuss
the issues raised by this item in
class or even with your friends.
Ask yourself: Do they have to die?




Lady Julia Percy Island. C.Bull

Rising sharply up from the
floor of the ocean and break-
ing the surface to a height
of 45metres is the Island
of Lady Julia Percy. It is
situated about 2 kms. off
the coast of Yambuck in
Western Victoria.

Its sheer cliffs rise
vertically on all sides and
there is only one place by
which one can reach the top.
Once on top, it is just like a tab]e
very large, only some 2-3 hectares.

.flat. The island itself is not
It was formed from Volcanic action;
remember that the whole of Western Victoria is volcanic in origin.The
coastline of Lady Julia Percy Island is dotted by rocky outcrops.The
island has a very thin layer of soil on top, only 10-20 cm., but the
soil is black and rich in organic matter. The vegetation found on the

island consists of three groups..grassland, fernland (Bracken) and
‘seasonal swamp, all of which require shallow root systems.

However, what the island Tacks in vegetation it makes up in animal
life..especially birds. Birds which nest on the island are Penguins,
Muttonbirds, Fairy Prions, Diving Petrels. Visiting birds include
Dotterels, Peregrine Falcons, Kestrels, Swamp Harriers, Welcome
Swallows, Chats and Pipits. Three to four thousand seals inhabit the
island, 1iving in caves and on the narrow rocky beaches at the base
of the cliffs. A check is kept on these by the Fisheries and Wildlife
Department. Why?

Apart from the seals the only other major inhabitant is the rabbit.A
pair of grey rabbits were released on the island in 1868. (When were
rabbits first introduced to Australia? Where and by whom?) By 1900
the island was completely over-run and this was after several hunters
had 'trapped' the island. Rabbits were taken not so much for their
meat but for their skins. Why? In the late 1950's, in an effort to
control this population, Myxamitosis was introduced. Find out what
this is.

THE LEGEND OF 'BIG BEN'. Locals have it that a large White Pointer
approximately 8%m. in length lives off the S.E. corner of the island.
He was the centre of attention late last year when actor Lee Marvin
and singer John Denver tried to catch him. Some fishermen claim that
Big Ben is not the biggest; that a larger White Pointer once shook

a 'Couta boat. Red this fishy story as it appeared in a local news- 4
paper.

This page from the Warnambool Standard has been

(

f the Editor.

‘reprinted with the permission o

Big
Ben's
no
myth

Port Fairy's famed
white pointer, Big Ben,
is not a myth ... justan-
other big shark.

This great white point-
er, believed by Port
Fairy tishermen to be
between 8 53 and 975
metres (28 and 32 feet)
long has gained a notor-
ity far greater than his
size

Big Ben has become part
of the history of the Port
Fairy wharf. He now lives
on as a legend, not having
been sighted for ot least
three years.

Most fishermen have not
seen him for about eight years.

Some of the fishermen on
the wharf last week told the
story of Big Ben as they knew
him.

Whether their tales of this
shark have grown in magni-
tude over the years or not is
uncertain.

They said all the older fisher-
men at Port Fairy had seen
Big Ben at some stage.

He is known to the Port
Fairy fishermen because of a
big white scar on his right side
and because he was always
sighted around the north-east
corner of Lady Julia Percy Is-

. land.

WS SIENeNIe, Tvesouy, Yet. Vo, V¥§i—id

T

LEFT:  Port Fairy
children dwarfed by
one of the monster
white pointers
caught  off  Lady
Julia  Percy Island.
However, this shark
measuring 5.18 met-
res was only just
over halt the pur-
ported length of the
notorious Big Ben.

BELOW, LEFT: The
jaws of thia 5.18
metre (17 feet)
shark could only be
opened part way by
two local fishermen
on the Port Fury
Y wharf. When mount-
ed the jaws opened
more  than  one
metre.

.. HE SHAKES BOATS
LIKE MATCH STICKS

Retired fishermen, Mr. Rebuen Kelly, recalled the day a shark
shook his 7.31 metre boat, Shalimah, “like @ match” in the sea
off the north-east corner of Lady Julia Percy.

It was  February  corner of Lady Jula “Leave him alone “When he lay unaer
about 20 years ugo and  Percy and he would lesve the hoat ‘n was neary
Reburn and some otii- When we st saw  you alone the sume lengih as it.*
ers were fining for  him. about ewht years ~Whenever he nmimped  Stur swd
suapper shurk ago. he says he Was gy of the water chas- Stan’s boat was 1097
As tnev were haulinz  more than 792 metres  j,0 , \wa] the splash  metres (36 teetr long.
i these shurks a big 126 feel lon; would b6 (ke Anae
white pomnter at least “He  wws oalways il O (ate s im ‘ N hun a couple
76 metres long, kept  there hanging nmund suid. af times about 10 or 12
taking them the north-cast corner. ",, tmk suid Stan,
“To try and get rid Jim said, But Big Ben is not
ol ‘his shark one of “You'd ses hum sbout  the bigest Jim  has Stan said He never
the chaps on (he boat three or louy times a  S%€0 caused me any trouble,
drove a gafl 1.0 WM. year, mam!y in the He once saw a 1097 but Just cume lor a
but this proved u mis- nok
take ! Rebuen said. “There < no mystery
“The b shar i »oout Hie Ben, He
tured nasiy wnd wert @ The big shark turned et nitoitey big hatk,
round m kY of We e it cied ) 16

the Lont, .ok nasty and went around to
rudder ll s teeth w

Thaok it whele B3t the back of the boat . . .
"“1. ! u:u-r o grabbed the rudder in his

.“ teeth and shook the whole
bost like a match @

1" h w only

G
1l would have
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W
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. Delacca.

I think most Australians would agree that when we ?hink of our !0
noblest bird our thoughts naturally turn to the majestic Wedge-tailed
Eagle our largest bird of Prey.

We had an exciting find late last year when we discovered the nest of
this mighty bird in a tall tree about 800 metres from home. What made
it more exciting was that because the land fell steeply away from

the road we were able to actually 1ook down on the nest about 30
metres away. The road in question is aptly named Eaglenest Road, a
name it bore many, many years before this nest was built. In fact 1t
seemed that the nest was relatively new for the leaves and branches
scemed as though taken that year. The nest itself was quite large,
about 2 - 3 metres across and on the nest were two large ''chicks'.
Chicks is hardly the right word for they were quite large and nearly
ready to fly. Often we watched them dancing around on the nest like
a voodoo dancer. As they danced they flexed their wings, getting
ready for the first flight. The parent birds were rarely seen for it
was their custom to fly in just before dawn with a large slice of
meat. One day when visiting the nest we found that they had "flown
the coop''. Several days later they were seen gracefully soaring
through the blue with hardly a ripple of a feather visible.

What a sight! One even landed on our fence post. And yet to think

. Ringwood East Primary School.

that until last year they were an unprotected species. .the prey of
any trigger-happy 'hunter". This evening when reading an old magazine-
1 discovered that twenty-five years ago in some parts of Victoria

our noble eagle was "a declared pest under the Vermin and Noxious
Weeds Act' - that is the authorities thought it right for it to be
shot on sight. In another state people were paid a bounty to shoot
it. Now of course the Wedge-tail is completely protected in our state
and Tightly so. When you discover what we mean by "vermin' see if you
can work out the reasons why in days gone by men would set out to
wipe this great bird out. I remember reading of one well- known
Australian who was said to go eagle-hunting in his private plane. Can
you imagine that happening now? Perhaps we are making some advances
in the cause of conservation.

If you are ever driving out my way (Arthur's Creek - Strathewan)
keep your eyes peeled into the blue. You may be glad you did.

X % % % k % k k& k % kX * &k % % %

The Wedge-tailed Eagle can grow to have a wing span of over 3 metres.
It is one of the four largest eagles in the world- the Monkey-eating
Eagle of the Philippines being the largest. The average wing span 1is
closer to 2 metres however. Nesting usually occurs during the period
between July and December. The female lays 2 perhaps 3 eggs. The eggs
Jcan be off-white, spotted or blotched purple
or red in colour.

Notice the beak and claws on our cover this

nth..Isn't it just as well that eagles don't
'dive-bomb' people like nesting magpies do
sometimes! Notice too the 'fingers' on the
wing tips - eagles are masters of gliding.

Eagles belong to a group of birds known as
Diural Birds of Prey. This name simply means
"Daytime hunters of meat', as distinct from
Nocturnal birds of Prey (eg. owls)which hunt °
at night. Other Diural Birds of Prey include
Goshawks and Harriers, Buzzards, Eagles,Kites
and Falcons, Osprey Eagles, Condors and
Vultures.

_ < &¥» The last two groups of birds do not occur
4 & naturally in Australia- what can you find
N ;9 ﬁ out about them? '"Eagle" is actually the

name given to large hawks, so sometimes you

g 3 ““Imight hear the Wedge - tail called an
t*éf? k' ) Eaglehawk . 7

".:' <, Jibd
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* Varviations —

*These days the mention of the word

7/ i
"peetle" or "beatle' many people /7/ 3\{.
immediately think of four long-haired a it ¥
youths singing "'Yeah, yeah, yeah, " Higl \ s
then again many of us know beetles as ' /;/ Cd

hard-bodied insects of a large variety : ',//
of shapes and colours which are often 0 T

attracted to our lights on warm evenings. /",/’/f/, od A

Whirligig Beetle
(Maxcrogyrus species)

./

‘ Hercules Beetles

Female Male

® Some beetles are BIOLUMINESCENT. This means that they
produce light (not necessarily for the purpose that we would
carry a torch). Fireflies are not flies but beetles. On the
lower side of the female's body light producing organs are
found. This enables the male to find his mate.

® Do you know other creatures which produce light?

DooO0OO0O0Do

10

Nature Notes...Manch, 1976.

By The Beetley ¥

@ Whirligig Beetles feed on small insects
while swimming on the surface of quiet ponds.
Their eyes are divided, the lower half seeing
in water and the upper half seeing in air.

If you examine different types of water
beetles you will find some other interesting
variations.

. Under side

showing
1i ght organ.

. Rust-red Firefly
(Metriorrhynchus species)

@® The Stag beetle (Lamprima latriellei)
and the Hercules beetles show a
striking variation between the male
and the female of the species. The
male Stag beetle is larger, the jaws
are more obvious and its colour is
a much brighter green than the
female. With the Hercules beetle
the female is much smaller and has
no horns.

. Stag Beetles

@® Can you find other variations (Lamprima
in beetles? latriellei)

The editor would like to hear about them.

OooDoDDOAO

Ringwood East Prnimany School.

1



HUMANS the worst .7 IS HE A KILLER?

Muddled thinking makes ws believe 80 much that is not only wiong, but

Well, not necessarily all of them are. The Aboriginres foolish. Many wedge-tailed eagles have been seen hifling Lambs, or was

knew how to live with nature without destroying it, Lt that pecple thought that they saw them killing Lambs? These Lambs
) Lo h did it) may have been already dead before the eagles got to them. In any case

(see Nature Notes vol.10 no.6 to find out how they if a person sees eagles Rilling Lambs is this enough reason to hunt

but unfortunately it is taking some European Australians eagles on even suggest that all eagles killL Lambs?

a long time to discover the same secret. Just lock at Research conducted by Wildlife Reseanch Offices of the C.S.1.R.0

establishes that in areas surveyed, Lamb remains constituted about 7%

that we've done: Of the ecagl's diet while 60% of its food was made up of rabbits and

9 O * WIPED OUT OF EXISTENCE - harnes. Research conducted by Leopold and Wolfe arcund Canberra in % W
@d : d K T e 1970 established that each pair of eagles occupied an area of about Ry
NTROI)UC’E - the small emu of King an s ; 19 squarne kilometrnes and in the hunting area of each pair it was
PURPLE E - the Helmeted Heneyeater of the Yarra Valley, ¢stimated that some 4,000 Lambs would be born each season. 04 these '§

- x these (t was estimated that eagles might take 6...handly a figure
PEOPLE H o * that would cause the downfall of our sheep industry. M. J.K.
EF\‘i’ERS‘:_j - the Tasmanian Tiger (and even worse - the Demps ten, {in neviewing the Leopold/Wolfe nepont stated," that
To ® . e : when it 4s considerned that grom 25 to 30% of Australian
= Tasmanian Aborigines as well!) tambs nonmally die from starvation, weakness and mis-
HE[_? " - all the original koalas of South Australia, metherning the number of deaths which could be attriibuted
KEEP w i ) . to nesting eagles appears to be quite small."
» and all the original Plains Turkeys of Victoria. ‘ _
DowN [ _ - Thes neport and another wiitten by Mi. Tan Rowley of
= & =~ Can you. find out about these and any more: the Division of Wildlige Reseanch, C.S.1.R.0
y g Write and let us know please. Canberra, go much of the way 4in demonstrating
PLAGUs £ x that neithen disease non predation is nespons-
oF 5 * TRIED TO WIPE OUT - tble fon mozt 31}61 theé(’,(wéu, although 4in
i d plants have at some stage been centain flocks these factorns may cause severe
PEop, [ T arpals an .p n. V_ = damage. A breakdown in the mother-of§-
’-F: close to extinction, including: Sprning bond 45 Lidentifable as a prime
] ian Devil, Platypus, Koala, some species factor in the death o4 Lambs. Can we
i~ i fesmandan. Devill; ¥ e ¥ 5 simply say that the eagle 4is a menace
H of Kangaroo & Wallaby, Seals, Penguins, Mutton- to the fanmen and should not be
1 birds, Ground Parrot, Mallee Fowl, Lyrebird and protected by Law? What kind of
] answers can you come up wWith L
‘: many more. Someone tells you that the eagle .
[ * f the pests from other countries *4 a pest? Are wildlife sur-
— LNIRODUDED many o p _ veys useful Lin establishing
]l mentioned in this magazine. Some were accidents  ywpothen an animal on bird <
- ike the wild rabbit and blackberries Should be protected? 15 he
3 l: L i SELE hunted for a bounty?
i . o ' . .
Ele Juise deliUeTEEe, ¥ In which state/s 48 the . pep yorgs. . . March, 1978. R 5

E ) Wally bites the dust again! eagle protected?



Once there was a quarrelsome
man who had two young wives
to whom he was very cruel.

Then one evening he made a big
fire and threatened to throw
the two women into the flames.

Suddenly they rushed to the
fire and threw hot wood and
ashes over their husband, and
as he screamed with pain and
terror his body became smaller
and his legs and arms shrivell-
ed up.

14 NATURE NOTES...March, 1978.

These wives became affraid of
their evil husband and used to
dread his coming home at night.

C'ROW.S'
R4 l/é‘ NS ?

The bird that you call a crow is probably a raven, although it
would be very difficult to prove this unless you could actually
hold the bird and examine it carefully. You see the only real
obvious physical difference between the two is that beneath the
outer black feathers, the crow has snow white body feathers
while the raven has grey. If you have ever tried to sneak up
close to one of these birds, you will understand why it is
suggested that you will actually have to hold the bird to prove
whether it is a crow or not.

As there are very few crows found in Victoria, most of those

big black birds we see are ravens. For the most part, crows are
found in Northern Australia, while ravens (slightly larger birds)
are found from Rockhampton and south to Victoria and South East

But when he sat down to rest
before doing this terrible deed
his wives decided to kill him.

PRICES FoR NEXT YEAR:
¥ For one or two magagines:

Then he ran away and hid in a
hollow tree where he became an
opossum. And even now he is
afraid to leave that tree in
the daylight for he thinks his
angry wives are still waiting
for him.

accounts with the First edition

FILL IN,CUT OUT AND SEND TO:

Order Form for 1978.

Australia. Of course there are some areas where both birds are
found. Try to find out more about this interesting topic - what
about Tasmania..Do they have crows or ravens in that state?
There is another physical difference that has not been mentioned.
Can you discover what it is?

NATURE NOTES,
PO. BOX 28.
NGWOGD:3 EAST.,

(Ph.879-1263))

Orders may be confirmed or aftered next year if you wish.
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10 issues of each magazine again m 1978. 15
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Poor old Jomes Snail went ouf
Spell ovt answers skate-boarding and got (ost.
by movng fo ij?ﬂ/ﬂg Can you help~him get home 7
souaves. 7heve ave /3  NATURE NOTES: P.O.Box 28,

sh. Good fuck! RINGWOOD EAST. 3135.PH:879 1263

ASK A SILLY QUESTION:oeoes
1, Why do ducks have webbed feet?
(To help stamp out bushfires.)
Why do elephants have flat feet? ‘
(To help stamp out burning ducks.)
What did James Snail say at
breakfast? (Lettuce start.)
What is round, yellow and
dangerous? (A shark infested
custard tart.)
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Funny how it starts v‘a'm‘mq

time we tTy fo lighf fire!




