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It IS supposed to be Autumn now and
yet during the early days of March
here in Victoria experienced
sweltering conditions with tempera
tures aroimd 34 - 38 C, not quite the
mild warming days of Autumn. Perhaps ,
It was a late burst of summer! Despite the lieat of the new season
/mtumn IS a time when many trees lose their leaves in readiness for
the cold winter months ahead. Perhaps you could try making leaf prints

leaves and carbon paper, stamp pads or paint and rollers. It is
said that no two snow flakes are the same... I wonder if you could
find two identical leaves?

we

Even at this early stage of the year some of your
teachers will have begun to plan tours and camps
for 1978. Camping is always great fun. Over the
years thousands of children have gone camping to
all sorts of places and in every season of the
year. Groups of children have camped in National
Parks, near rivers, by the sea, near lakes, in
forests, in snow country...in fact just about
everywhere. In just about every camp area this is

one thing in common: wherever you are there will be at least a few

birds. (P.S. Birds that fly that is!) Do you know how to find them?
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® U/it/^ymauJurtipy

or BUST/

Not only is the visible evidence of Autumn to be found with carpets
M leaves under trees, but also it is a time idien many fungi appear.
Ihey are unusual plants. Examples are: mushrooms, toadstools Shelf

Fungi, Earth Star and Puff Ball. There are other varieties too C
you name them? It is important to remember that most varieties of

fdngi are poisonous. Learn to identify the different
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you look a little closer xdiere you live you may come
across the Leaf-box Spider. He is to be found between

two folds of a leaf, without any cutting and of course
sealed mth his web. Is this spider harmless?(If
you're not sure about identifying him check any

text on Australian Spiders.) Swift IVbths too
can be found during April. Very often they

emerge after heavy rains. Some are small
but most are large and can readily be
seen around outside lights at night.

Recently I noticed a small article on
the front page of one of our daily
newspapers. The article was

headed: "Finicky Koalas Face
Extinction". Koalas prefer
certain types of leaves to

"^supplement their diet.
What would be involved

I in increasing the types
of leaves eaten

At camp, decide on a set path that you will walk each day at the

C^nanv^’ ^Sain at sundown.)
easily walk the pathe wearing dull clothes that don’t flap. KEEP
QUITE move in small groups, carry a small pad, pencil and if

^ l^^f^ulars. Make sure that you have the necessary
permission for your walk. ^

pep a list of birds you see. Write a description of them. Give each
bpd a name (even if you have to make it up) so that you can check
cLo manner: write the number of the

bird you see each time beside its name, and if there

them% number. When you get back to camp add
Eg. Starling 3 2 ( S (/

Magpie
Crimson Rosella / Z I
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Once back in camp, make a bird list.
List all the different birds
to find out their proper
Some good bZnd bookA:

Gould Leaque(l/x.c.) Flefd GiUdu;No^J-6.
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Thi n You may try cutting your mushroom/toadstool in half through the cap
down the stalk. What do you notice? Can you discover fhe maiS ^

rpZS the stem? But again
yluTmZth''^^ are poisonous so play safe and keep them away f?om
your mouth. I feel sure your editor would like to receive letters
about your discoveries with fungi! xt^ceive letters

That. L. Delacca.s

By the time you read this I hope we will have had the first real autumn

rains With these rains will return a rather special grows of plm™
^^PP guessed that I am talking

about fungi. IVhy is it special? ^ CAN YOU CORRECTLY IDENTIFY THE
FUNGI SHOWN ON THIS PAGE?
CHECK YOUR ANSWERS WITH YOUR
TEACHER OR A GOOD TEXT BOOK.

For a start they are plants but have no leaves, no roots and no seeds.

Instead of seeds they have spores for reproduction....spores are like
seeds but have no food store. When the spores are ripe they fall to
the ground and grow into new plants»

IVhat about producing your own fungus ( plural:'fungi')I Place a piece
of fresh moist bread or half an orange on a plate, cover with a glass
dish and leave in a warm dark place for a few days. What can you
notice when you take it out? How did it happen? Study it closely If
you have a microscope see what that will show.

.3
Y

Hands up those whose mums make their own bread. Did you know she uses
a f^^s to make it rise. What is it called? Another fungus or mould is
used in the production of a well-known drug - a real life saver,

known of all fungi are the toadstools and mushrooms
and these are the ones we should see arriving after the rains while
the ground is still warm. Why not start a collection on your own nature

table at school I A word of warning though...while we can eat most

mushrooms and toadstools there are some which are very poisonous.
One has an eye-catching fiery red cap and is an introduced species.

The Fly Agaric as it is called can readily
be found around Pine trees.

A

Make a spore print from a toadstool or mush
room by placing the 'cap' flat down on a
sheet of white paper and leave a few days.
What do you notice when you remove the cap?
Not all fungi grows in the ground - you may
find some brightly colored shelf fungi
growing on trees or on fallen branches
usually in damp moist spots. Why is this?

Some fungi are parasites and some saprophytes - similar but different.
Find out which fungi belongs to each group. Here are some to look for

apart from the common old mushroom - Shaggy Cap , Puffballs, Stone
Fungus, Milk Cap , Earth Star, Blackfellows Bread and
interesting one called Basket Fungi,

a really
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^THE WHIP^TICK.
* HuAfiy T/te, Whtp6tick oJiza aDvett about

- 7 00 ^qaoAz ktlomzt/LZJ> ol
loAgzly untouahzd bushZand. It U> a
MondoA^ut SanataoAy o^{ nativz plants
and antmaLs. In thz zoAly days it
wcus skunnzd; In .{act almost {zaxzd
by thz gold dtggzAS. Thz tktcknzss
o{ thz scAub and thz saoActty o{
MotcAkolzs dauntzd all but thz
bfiavz. Homzvza as gold pzteAzd out
at Bzndtgo mtneAS did pznztAotz

Creoi M^oHec BENDIGO* SO

BflLLftRftT ®

NealesvilleMELBOURNE#

GEELONC, «

French Isl«ind.

and many loAgz nuggets weAz '{ound.

Geologically^ the Whips tick is an oAea o{ ancient bAoken dom sand

stones, unique because they oAe laid out {lot. So in passing thAough
you cAoss successive Aock stAota, each o{ which has oveA the ages
evolved its own {loAa. Mo wondeA then that thoAe oAe oveA 340 known

speaes o{ wild{loweAS within its boundoAy.

the ilZtd ^
md the dfrol^ ^
lune^^ wUh day. Steam geneAated
by a l^ge boileA is then piped into thTpU^
heat the leaves. At about 80”C the oii {Am the

and passes with the stem thAour
an outlet pipe. The oil laden stem is cooled and
dZ Z pipe Auns thAough a iZl
dZeu Z"^"^ ^aZ{Aom the
settii P'^P^ .f f>^^Pa^ated by allowing U to

^1^11 MeIke.

Ro.
<0/

kpoAt {Aom the oil industAy in the
OAea, the pAoduction o{ honey also is
a {eatuAe o{ this oAea o{ \JictoAia. The
{loweAing mallees oAe sought a{teA by
apioAists who tAans{eA theiA bees to the
poAtS o{ the Whipstick coAiesponding to
the {loweAing peniods o{ the vanious
species. The Black Malice and the lAon-
boAk OAe theiA {avouAites. FAom what
otheA plants do bees collect nectoA?
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tnt \ 0!^- to be Aubbed on
wsZ Z ^ ased in otheA
T/Z ^acalyptus {oAm I koTw
o{ u> neoA Bendigo on the edge o{ the Whipstick
foAest out past the Epsom PotteAy. Next time uou
c^e in Bendigo ask Mm and Vad to take ^
the {oAm.

P-S. Vid you know that Eucalyptus Oil
the {iAst natuAol

-f

lOAjer^ (sfrata) op
A J-! ■ , , sand^Lon^-.
Among the mymads o{ wild {loweAS, {Aom August on, the Aidges ceme
ablaze With dazzUng gold o{ the hakea wattle. The Whipstick even

boasts a MysteAy Wattle - an acacia that has ba{{led botanist}, {oA
yeoAS because neveA has a seed pod been {ound, hence its method o{
AepAoduction Aemoins a mystcAy. AnotheA beauti{ul spaing {lowcj: iS the
BoAoma .. not the scented bAown we gAow in oua goAdens but the deUc-
ate pink.

you out to

was one o{
r n In T pAoducts to be expoAted to

complaints ". Anxmals abound in the oAea. These include the long-tailed black wallabu
kxmgoAoos echidnas, possms and bandicoots. Watch out when you wa^^^’
Wiough that you do not Step on a Blue Tongue LizoAd oa the unwoAy
Stmpy Tail. In {act local {oAmoAS sometimes Ae{eA to the Whipstick
unkindly as lizoAd countAy' which is just as well. I{ it had contained
Aich soil it would have been lost long

use in Aemoving all cholicky

(THE ILLUSTRATIONS FEATUREV ON THIS PAGF APf OF
the leaues preferrev in the making ot the iTl. )
NATURE NOTES... Apail, 1978.
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The wanderer or monarch butterfly
migrated here just like our fore
fathers. Though no records have been
kepts the most accurate first
sighting was at Rockingham Bay,
Queensland in 1870.(Find this spot
on a map.)
WHERE DID IT COME FROM? The Monarch

Butterfly is a native of North
America.lt is distributed across

this continent but every year it
makes an annual migration from all
parts to one region in Northern
Mexico. Millions congregate to spend

g a quiet winter.
IH **
H How it came to migrate to Australia
R is a strange tail. Scientists

believe that for hundreds of years,
/ the butterflies had " accidentally"

migrated across the Pacific to land
-d or remote is'^ands. However, these

butterflies soon died. Why? Although
the butterflies haa mated and laid

eggs, the natched caterpi1iars had also oied. “he reason! The

caterpinars only live on cne type of plant, a native plant of Morth
America., .the Cottonweed, o'-' what we call the ^ milkweed', Cottonweed

was not present on these islands or in Australia until__? . Can you
find out? The tail of the Wanderer Butterfly migration pattern has
been directly related to European colonization of the Pacific region.

As the 'whites' migrated they brought many plants and animals with
them. As they settled, they planted their gardens in much the same
way as their original home countries. Among the plants was Cottonweed
which is a rather attractive house plant. It was not until the
Cottonweed was introduced that the butterflies were able to survive

and flourish, then allow the migration chain to continue and so
eventually reach Australia from their homeland 11,300 km. away.

TAe pupal Goie the. wcmdeAen..

From the information, could you estimate the time of the first sight
ing of a Wanderer Butterfly in New Zealand? (SEE THE PUZZLE ON P.16.)
Why do you think the Wanderer Butterfly is called by this name and
not its true name...the Monarch Butterfly?

The loJiQii 'wande^eA' eateApllZoA,
f'suii-Ae 'wanaeA.e/i' eme/ig.aig

.uU cocoon.

Have you ever stopped to consider how many common plants and animals
are not true Australians? Let's name a few: Sparrow, Blackbird, Star
ling, Indian Myna, Canary are just some of the birds. The rabbit and
the fox are just two examples of animals. Can you name some more

introduced animals? Prickly
Pear, Blackberry, Boneseed,
Scotch Thistle, Pine Trees
and milkweed are some of
the plants. Cactoblastis
is one of many introduced
insects.

Many of these introduced

species were brought here
V ; by Europeans wanting

; Australia to be like their
I homeland. Some have been
accidental. Where does the 13

-J 'wandPrPr' f-it in?

Migrallans ol tlis Waailsrer Bulterlly

‘fifOr■

^ t

Dry Cottonweed seed pods were also used to fill mattresses and this

also aided the dispersal of this plant across the Pacific and

eventually around the world.

NATURE NOTES... April, 1978.
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A bandicoot is a mammal which

that it has a furry coat, its young
are fed on milk and it is warm
blooded and breathes air. It is also
a marsupial because the female has a

skin pouch underneath its body to
58rry and shelter the young.

^ --^.1 — SHORT-NOSED BANDICOOTS,
such as the one on our

cover this month are the most common species found in Victoria.As

you can see it has a short pointed nose and small rounded ears.The

Short-nosed Bandicoot is a ground dweller which will make a nest

under grass tussocks or piles of debris. It feeds at noght on insect
larvae which they dig from the ground with their long snouts and

powerful foreclaws. This little

fellow averages 40 cm. in length
and can be found in open forest
or woodland areas scattered about

I the Australian mainland, on off-
I shore islands and in Tasmania.
f long-nosed BANDICOOT: This species
' is the second largest bandicoot on

^ the mainland.lt grows
about 50cm. in

„ . . „ . , . , , „ length.According to
Keith Davey in his book.Australian Marsupials thic fellow is "very
numerous about Sydney" and is "accused of causing damage to suburban
gardens and lawns." Why? As with the Short-nosed Bandicoot, this

species is also a 'loner', ground-dwelling and nocturnal. He can be
found down the coastal strip and eastern highlands of Australia.,

in both rain forest and dry,forest areas.
OTHER SPECIES: The Rabbit-eared Bandicoot or Bilby
digs a tunnel in which
to live and can dig
faster than a man with

a shovel.The Pig-footed^
Bandicoot may be extinct

Can you find the names |
of other species not J
mentioned here?

means

iL %

There once lived a youth who
was too lazy to hunt for food
and people said he was useless.

At last he became, ashamed and

went to hunt kangaroos,but try
as he would he could find none.

■●V

And because he did not like to
return without any food he cut
some flesh from his own leg.

After wrapping his leg in skins
he returned to camp and gave
the flesh to the women to eat. 5

iV

\

Day after day he hunted in vain
for food, and every night he
secretly cut flesh from his

legs for the women. But one day
they found what he was doing
and chased him from the camp in
horror.

As he ran from them, he became
a curlew, with long red flesh
less legs, just as he is today.
And in the bush at night you
can still hear him wailing
mournfully,"0h my poor legs!
Oh my poor legs!"

m
3
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THE ANSWER TO THIS TELE-WORVS PUZZLE IS THE ANSWER TO

THE QUESTION MR. BULL ASKEV ON PAGE 13. HAUE PUN!

INTRODUCED SPECIES r
0 0 g 0

Plants: Scotch Thistle/

3 one seed, _South African

Broorn^, Blackberry, Prickly
Pear, Cottonweed, Wheat,

Orange, Apple, Sugar Cane,

Pine.

SI

Animals; Pil-, ^Coat, sheep ,
Cactoblastis, Cattle , Deer

I

'i

Housemouse, Cane Toad, Cat,

Dog, Horse, Fox, Carp^ a!X)©

al
naBirds; Blackbird, Canary,

* rrf. *“*“ ~5»

Robin Red Breast, Indiana
Pigeon, Starling,

S
TMyna,

Sparroxtf.

BEIS!IMiiiai!Blg8'SillS«ia
P, SII Your answer should

contain FIVE words.

What happened to the hen that

swallowed a yo-yo?

ITdufKj: 22-irig^ 662 dm? dy:)r pmjr

What side of an alligator is

greenest? "^p'V9Q:D0 I
Why are rats and mice unhappy in bad weather? 1 t, nf /x

. °?Sop piw 9grro tatvt/ yyByui in- 2?nm2Q
What s green and hairy and goes up and down? V Viy' Hw2q2?00d y
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