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/ Happy
.. holiday0

1
mu In

I trust that you have found the last two issues of Nature
Notes both worthwhile and useful. There has been some heavy
reading, hasn't there? Well, this month we've tried to make

things a little easier for you. I'm pleased to be able, at

last, to include a couple of letters from our readers.
Also we acknowledge letters received to date. Thankyou
to those readers who have taken the time to write to us.We

will be printing more letters in subsequent issues. Have
you been learning some interesting things about nature at

school or by making interesting observations yourself?
If you have, write to us and let us know. We'd be happy
to pass on any items of interest to all our readers. This
month we are re-introducing the "Things To Look For
column. Perhaps you could begin your holidays by trying
to seek out the suggested plants/creatures.

very raiaoiis amiiialy for it

one of the two xeiiiigLiiiiiinig]IS

laying imanrnffals in the worldl. (( (Cam
you name the other ome?]) Its sciemtific

name, Ornithorhmchus amatimms^ {{what, a Homthful!}) is Greek for
■ creature with a bill like

a

call if- ^ V iindeed early settlers used to
call It the duck-bill platypus. Ihe bill is not hard like that of

coMbimes the nose amd the lips of other furred animals.
Though It lays eggs as birds and reptiles do, the platypus is a true

mammal, as is shown by its furry skim and by the fact
hatching out, the

a

that, after

young feed om milk from the mother.
Tf

rae platypus is found in Taszmia and all along,the eastern coast of

” ""T" “ =<=»=itiye and gnides the platypus
while it IS feeding on imiddY creek beds, when the nostrils are iichtlv
^kes a 77 ‘ platypus is disturbed, it

of rpuppj!;' growl. so.ewhat like

School .rholidays are with us this month. . .What are you

going to do? Perhaps you could plan some interesting
excursions such as a visit to the Healesville Wildlife

Sanctuary, the Botanic Gardens, the Melbourne Museum or

even the Melbourne Zoo., that is if you live around
' Melbourne! The platypus feeds on wonms, snails, yabbies and various kinds of

insect larvae or grubs living in underwater mud. After diving to the
creek bed it nuzzles under stones and sieves the mud through its
sensitive lips coming to the surface to chew its catch,
on the jaws, which replace the milk teeth of the
grinding the hard-shelled food,
a few minutes and

Whatever you do
have a safe, enjoyable
holiday... and try not to
always be'under mum's feet.,
she could do with a break

too.Think of ways in which
you could best occupy your
self - pages 4 and 5 could

well provide you with your
starting point. Happy
Holiday !

y- Well Im oFF.

you ?
How aboub Horny “plates”

young, are used for

The platypus can stay under water only
must come to the surface at regular intervals.

,7

Burrows of two types.One for use as common living quarters and the

nesting burrow, built alone by the f«le. The entrair
above water level. The-winding „tunnel
Several "dead ends

IS usually

„ » - - - up to 18 m. long and has
. Why? Is the platypus protected by

enemies of the platypus? Find

T I
I

1
law? What are

out more about this "Australia”
I the natural

I

few® Editor.
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rHINGS TO LOOK m1

H
A

SuMmA\The-seasons 0Autumn

uFiHiy

Tltfiyptormne. \
Clouds

%Blossoms
!v/

Sp^ng
Make a list

of wild-

flowers

blooming now. Which
is out first--Early
nancy or scented
sun dew? What

other shrubs are

out in bloom?

V^tiOiA)

6tOA
^tnt^n.

How long does it
take the earth to reVoD vevj i

VeZtoM-box around the sun? Which
bofL^A was the coldest month

in your district this
year?

EoAly
Nancy'llizi1/

Japontca

Which are native
to Australia?
Which wattle bl
first in

district?’ What
colour is the
willow? ^

■

1
I'A,

m [umulu-6Borers

. . will these four
types of clouds likely to bring?

Ihen you are cutting
food watch for differ-

nt kinds of borers.

See how many you can
name. Have

. ^.borers any
Wlegs? Why?
^ Buildings and

furniture are attacted

also. How do you know?

What kind of weatherr,'/I ooms

yourBAiouin
boAionta 1

V. \ /:h
puss

UfiacanthuA

ttmbcn. boAPA ■>

I

/Ln

/

\ CypAC66 eaten by i>maZl dtadoxu6 boApA/

/Not all K
all swal-»‘

lows mig-\,.
rate. W

Watch and ^
see when they
appear in
great num- i
bers. ^

itetd daJj>y

KBirds Scented Sundew

/vtAe btight o){ the

StlveA eye ^_Cuir^o-ntmbu-i
My

/
Make a list of birds

around your garden now.
/ Where does the magpie-

lark build its nest?

Have you noticed wrens
build- "ing their nests
yet?

What do

they eat?

y
wattle Female o^{ wattle

-i cole {enlaAg ed)

//
\

7/

Wattle .s':
●v,

What do seeds need to
germinate? Can you find

the insect that

Wattle 'O

Magpie-loAk
i>cale \'^|O

cause galls?
necessary to pollinate

flowers? What does the ichneumon

What isMy
Swallow

ceding
young

fly destroy?
1 '"^i\ w. t<

4
\V

FloweA

FlAe bllgkt^%
laAva lenlaAged] gallij^

t ●
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Wonderoo ^pprot^ches md^ Ulls her;
lot- hhe compl^ml-s...

i

m ^ z.\ip zli2i
n z.n I'Tz.'z. '●

./:

i
●●r

l^his IS 1-he iwe uu^sps
survive / Im just-colleching

'oo^ you knoLU.

V ]/r

\
JL

%

AND diO. \]'r

in

CRIME BUSTERS OF THE

underqrovcth

TEXT.. . H.J. LauJry

ARTIST... Mrs A. DunsV<nn ^

.2_1

Oh! [t\
me more

Very well
Crisper

'11 look
inho ll" .’

A

'is'

6^
'

●^'VW'VT/-

Won^eroo hris just heMr<^i ci compUinE hhO'
caterpillars avt ^^'isappe^ring oty the riozen ... ^

Mrs W^sp explains the V
ife cycle oF the uu^^sps

houu the eaterpilUrs
st^y Fresh until they
become Foo^:! For Fhe lc\rvz\ '

Luhen it hpitches out...

1

/);
mvd ^
nesh Z:

■.-. N Pupa
y.

V Uirva oO

I

.

wSo you see
VMonderoo its

nil pnrt oF
Natures plnn...

●/
HUinp] in the
scrub near .

cnterpillnr Infester'l Mrs Muh Dnuber is inking
tree VVonheroo sees

^h^t IS huppeiAiing...
■ \MoY\deroo follouis her nmrl

sees her mnke trip mFter trip
: bringing home cnterpiilurs nnh

senlmg them up m her nest

cy
T

V

'^An^ thnts pnrt
of Nature's plrm
too! But hoLU

^ will I expkiin
this to the poor
caterpillnrsf *

u

m

them ^^lAjny.she can carr\Jj
mnny times her ooun lueiyht

ie>‘●.r

fmost be oFF
-hnt bir^ is

^fter me !!
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H m

C 'i' ^
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ITlze presence of an
albatross was consider

ed a good sign to sailors
on the high seas. The famous

called: TEE RHYME OF THE

rAj

Often called the blue-
water seaman’s companion,
the albatross is a master

flight. By using the wind currents
which, at sea, are stronger at a height
of Ibmetres than they are near the surface
of the sea, the albatross glides down
towards the waves. Then, almost brushing
the wave crests, it turns into the slower
surface winds where the albatross zooms
upward again.

By this glide and zoom technique, it can
fly for hours without beating its wings.
The stronger the gale, the better the
albatross likes it. ( Can you find out
where the wor.d ' albatross ' comes from?

●.l?!

t'

yfc*.
V V.

t

poem

ANCIENT mariner tells of the mis

fortune which befell a crew when one
of the sailors killed an albatross.

. . ..a good south wind sprang
up behind;

The albatross did follow	

With my crossbow
I shot the albatross.

The men soon began to suffer the revenge
of the dead albatross. The ship was
becalmed under a hot sun	

Water, water, everywhere
Nor any drop to drink.

After terrible hardship, the Ancient
Mariner reache,d home

\

\

ff
»

A

\\

■A.

\
If

ri

rr

to preach love of
all creo.tufes.

f

i

id

I'A
C-

wing span of the WANDERING ALBATROSS
measure almost 3% metres.

The

may /

1978,Mature Notes...August.
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INTRODUCED BIRDS , by L.Del^coj.

, . ^ wonder if you realize that not all the familiar
-np-n-f- around our suburbs have always been apart of our Australian scene.

Many species which are now a common sivht in
streets and back yards were released in Melbourne in the

early 1860 s. The settlers wished to be reminded of their

homeland. Probably the most common of them is the

A welcome visitor to r

Nunawading garden was the shy but
friendly SONG TmUSH :
called him - THe Speckled Thrush.
Last spring a pair of these useful
birds brought up their family in
one of the trees in our garden.
The Song Thrush is one of the*few
birds to eat the garden snail,
have often watched him as he cracked
the snail's shell open by banging it
against a rock, then eating the snail
with great gusto.

my SONG THRUSH

%awn-wings.head 1. ati)
w'Hi light brown Specks on
gr€Aj tummy.

J230mm

or as we

our

Very well
camouflage*!.

V

House

SPRRfcoW
We

52nSE_SP:™OW : In just over a century
he has managed to spread all
Australia except Western Australia -
where he is strictly banned because of
the damage that he does to wheat crops.
You can see them nesting now - from
September to January.

*'

over

On a recent trip
to South Australia we often saw a
a small grey bird hovering above
the grassland singing its heart
out. This bird is one of the few
introduced birds protected bv law -
The "● whose song
has been made“mucE~of by poets,
is difficult to

I ^Omm. ^

Lighl' brown
heod Qtyl wings
wifh omnge f^«cks.
Grey tummy-

SKYLARK

180mm

Golden

grey-brown
back-

grey

tummy.

I’
INDIM_^OT^ : "an' I swagger an' scold
an strut an' I swagger," says the
Indian Mynah in the poem by C.J.Dennis.
Although he is a noisy fellow, do not
confuse him with the Noisy Miner which

a native of the Honeyeater family.
The Indian M3mah is slowly spreading
through the countryside. He is a great
scavenger and I'm sure you've seen him
rummaging through your rubbish bins at
school. Because of his scavenging
habits and because he eats great
numbers of insects he is generally
considered a useful bird.

! I

He

see on the ground
but easy to spot when he rises —
often vertically - into the air.

IS

%
(NOIRN MYNftH

asomm.

SlAcJk he«d with

bright yeJiow
t>eAK^Iey& <-
fkatcK arsuful

/

W/
I have mentioned only
- many introduced birds.

Make up a list_including all the
others and their country of origin.
Some have become pests in many areas
(E.g. the starling and blackbird)
- see if you can discover why. If
you can find out their feeding
habits this may help you. Finally,

these birds and work out by observation
whether you feel it was a good idea to bring themour shores, ^

y,

a few of our
VV

'm.ir

●/^ In 1883 a
large number of these birds were trapped
in Melbourne and released in Queensland
to eat grasshoppers and cane beetles.
Unfortunately the Indian Mynah is
using up a lot of the hollow nesting
trees and scaring away the native parrots.
The Mynah nests in spring and

Very well

Camouflaged.

Bfown w\ogs '
whiK under

bail.

summer.

Mr, L, Delacca,

'TO
10 Nature Notes - Ringwood Inspectorate. Color bird* in &o Nature Notes - Ringwood Inspectorate.
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THE GREAT WHfiLES.^ 4-> (D
3 c/) ^

O) ^
Q} CU ●

c+ c^-O

The● .— CD

whales are. The largest"great" Qmmoh

t"0 ever live No dinosaur, not even thefiS sSf “
to Nature Notes, ^

that we do print, book prizes are awarded^

czyr— tS
(C c
E -H

rSC CO ta

CQ UD

o ro

CD r+
CO CO

to

« CD
?H JZ gianr Bronrosauru5

arge whale could s’rand on irs roil/ Ir
woEild ire higher ihan ^en ele/ohanro

one siondiog on top of ihe
are nor Fish,

breorhe qir, The

is called

whales haoe a Few enemies One of the
whal es enemies is called The Kill

.your none in Nature Notes,
tore soon. For letters wos as big. IF a

oj ro
+->

S5
fX CO -P zr fD

cu -sctia.-
« p «
s to Sfil
3 O

7^ ::3

DJ CL)

Fh *o

oi-her. Whales●a ● p
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a ot
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rmih.

cn

rhey arc mammah 'They
Iriggest- whale to I/ve
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Whale. The great whales Wnd iheir
supply oF food
the ocean

pPROTPi bSfiCkfVgj^
CL

;s CD
CQ COin diFFerent parts of

at diTerent tt^es. They
move From colder \A/ater back to

„ AiiriaaiTarcUollfliisfi i& ^
(oifiK coAM M. WKib- Fronkii

iht tcs V\£iD^
CS. ^'or GaOfqO-

fd

OniL
Pdmjd VJeOJuabu i
VicidTakiY utoh ujtus. ^

1 boon,
Greii 'uiiitidujCifdL ciii
iMom m oniTind ^ ci/\jCL Ufi rTv^
ihttT itru£) Woiiiiiju imfe ihn VarfniL VslajLoTiy^

beaiT T\£5U5 r^-mkTBdujucMi mter
KiiehoTui,

O) d-*
-M 0)
●I- y-J Co .

§ c.
E^a

a a

S 3= O-
S "O

"O

c "O a
to c o

fd 2 wot er anc| then back agom'warmer

A.'
;si^o c <u

fd O) x:
r— CD p
p s-

hj Chrishna Jong
~ ■- %E..-

ccr* iJ,
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tn n

THIS IS ^
Your life

_ Wall y
Wombat

ojuidiT \W5
P QJ 0)

fd P CO
fd a
H- t)
H t-'
CD m

Z3 SL

/ IfndoL ancL^

brx>.kptojes h/i/f
't

sz o

/-C CO
O'

OA M- Hh

tVoZa G^bbom, EtVibaAa Ross, Santha Tftcull
GayZoAd, fZona T^ZahoAdi,on,KaAcn

Fere, rzsa
to qH Mjese chV/di^tn AIvoacz, Jacqueline Read,
foy i/oui/ /nfei^c^ftp Rnptip PoAklnAon, CkAit>tlne Llndlau
/rYm/,.. y GabA^cUe Pate, Lt&a Johnson, Cnalg ’

paheft, LtAa BanyoAd, Ian McGtttiv^ay,
. LoA^meA, CloAJie MtUot, Jenna
pmytk, M-ctdAld KoendeAA. ^

p >-i
/; P o

o 3QVi/i'K

S^OA./
(S'

t

LET?;
/Tlusb as
well W€ a.

/ don't get

Vs^Ked heads^
l’A'

Si

and more letters. 1312 remember, that whew vou write to
ADDRESS CLEARLY ON YOUR LETTER!

US,PUT YOUR



SERENDIP
Did you know that the Fisheries and Wildlife

have established a Wildlife Research Station at
f^^sr Geelong ? Serendip, as it is known

J^^established in 1960. It was then essentially a farm

slZ fri'dlffe species can be kept in^larg^Su^l encStudy and to develop breeding and
their conservation.

was

up so that a
Josures for

management techniques to assist

k1n^tj;ri„d”;a"^d^?loo?r=^ce Se^^p^L^ilS ZTi,
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AN1MAL5 fro^APRICA! I. Greek for river Worse.

2. A Wu0£ antyytai I
3. The f^^sl-esf- caV.

Ilf A9raceful Arhelope.
S.This bir^:/ lays Hie

Ur^esH eggs in hWe worU,
I

■j

/●m

2.:E I ;

3.iC! : . ● '
k ●

< ●

^.:G } ; members of the.

kanqardo family5-:0
● ● t

The smallest member | ●’ !

being from lo" ho )g"high.

The largesh of all
HoarsMipi’als is |-he

This

roo

NATURE NOTES...

P.O.Box 28,

RJNGWOOV EAST. 3135. I kangaroc

kangaroo is noh
grounaf altueller...	 a

kangaroo
This lihHe fellow/ has a poinheal
sneuh av\ii shorh round ears .

*. ih lives aliong hhe Easf + S>oy-hh
coasti of Taskviania ...

● ●

alphabet
ANIMALS

; lA : V

z !B]

l-f\ dealMg "snake.
2. A dancing bird .
3. A deserf-

3 ;c ;

4- :D : ;
amimal .

4-- Wild Aushralidn Do,

5. Three of fhese animals

work for -fWe P-A.W organiza-hi'oi^|l
6. A sly animal .

S E
gs.

6 ;F ; :

16
7 The second largest repfi

T Can you keep going right through
hbe Qiphabet r wnEe dues as /


