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EDITORTIA L:

No doubt you have seen many pictures of various animals
from around the world as you flip through books and
magazines. But how much do you really know about them?
This month, Nature Notes features work sheets involving
a small selection based on world animals. We want you
to test yourself:! Write e few lines about the animals
you recognize. We have made the task a little easier for
you by naming the animals. In the spaces provided on
pages 8 - 10 name the countries where each animal lives
and write as much information as much information as
you know about them. Discuss your results with friends.
For the animals you know least about, use the ISilbranySat
school to fill-in the incomplete descriptions. You could
even work on this as a project in class. You could

further extent the work sheets by answering such quest-

ions as:

Do any of these Just making

sure that |
don't miss ouk
.in 1979/ ad ER

forests or scrub country? NS

animals hibernate in win-

ter? Do ‘they ' liwve' In ‘rain
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W
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when approached by man? ﬁﬂm
A W

Are they fierce or timid
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WOULD YOU BELIEVE!
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That when threatened, hognosed snakes of North and
Central America roll on their backs and feign death.

When turned the right way up, they give the game-
away by instantly reverting to their ''dead" posture.

i S 9y oY 2 N A A A AT

That the worlds only wild camel herds are in Australia.

The worlds fallest hedge 45 in Scotland -- at Meikleoun,
Perthshine. 1t 48 25% metres high, 540 metres Long and was

planted in 1746.

That an albatross can glide for up to six days without beat-
ing its wings, taking the occasional nap while airborne.

That Sloths spend an average of 10 hours every week awake but
motionless; 11 hours feeding; 18 hours climbing; and 129

hours asleep.

W downhill.

To prevent their being separated by their watery couch,
families of sea otters bind themselves together with strands

of seaweed before going tTo sleep.

That Russian scientists found a Live Lizard in a chunk of :%:
Siberian ice approximately 10 metres below ground Level.

That the simplest way to escape from an angry bull is to run
As the animal's front legs are shorter than its

back legs, it can run faster uphill than down.

That if they all survived and multiplied, at the end of a :*:
year the descendants of one aphid would weigh as much as

600 million men.

Giraffes are particularly susceptible to throat infections =*=

because they can't cough.
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LAMP POSTS

. DID VOU KNOW THAT
f;ﬁ ﬁ=j YOU COULD SPEAK TO
A LAMP-POST?

In neturn the

Lamp-post can tell

Jyou wien AL was put
thene, how Long At
45, but most import
-antly, what type
0f wood Lt is made
b -

HOW CAN THIS BE?

Each post or "pole'" when it

has been 'processed" is given
an identifying disc. This
disc is embedded into the

bost so it will not £zl171 But.
This disc has stamped on it the following information.
(1) The year of processing. (Poles which have been treat
-ed with a preéervative coating also have the month.)
(2) The length of the post. Why not the height?

(3) The strength of the post. Why could this be Amporntant.

(4) The type of tree from which the post has been made
from.

The Length ismeasured in metrnes, while the stnength 4is
measuned in kiLonewtons. Maybe you could find out what
this means.

Have you ever noticed that often new poles placed
around the streets are a funny color? These are treated
poles; and are coated under pressure with a substance
called CREOSOTE. This is a by-product of the petroleum

industry. It protects the pole by killing the fungi and
insects which attack wood. Creosote is added to thepoles
at Brooklyn, the main distribution centre for poles in
Victoria.

00

Treated Untreated

Poles Poles
’ Standard Brand -

of treatment.
Year of supply.

= Strength ~

Timber Species.
(see key below)

Locality where

d.
Contractors Lreake

Brand. Poles treated at Brooklyn
have a cylinder charge

number. (1-99)

TYPES OF TIMBER USED IN VICTORIA.

All timber is graded into DURABILITY CLASSES by the C.S.I.

- R.O. Th@sis based on the expected average life of the
timber in use.

J CLASS Average Life in yeans.
GROUND CONTACT ABOVE GROUND
1 25-50years 50+ years
2 15=25 30-50
3 8-15 10-30
4 1-8 8-10

As you can see from the chart contact with the ground
severely shortensthe life of timber. With this in mind,the

~choice of timber for lamp-posts is very important. CAN
You THINK WHY? Es




Set out below is a list of the common timbers used in the
production of lamp-posts. The Durability Class is also

included, along with the STANDARD SPECIES BRAND, as adopted
by the C.S.I1.R.0. IN 1970. The old SPECIES BRAND is included
as many old lamp-posts can still befound around the streets.

SPECIES NAME DURABILITY STANDARD OLD
CLASS 'SPECTIES BRAND BRAND .

GREY IRONBARK 1 61
RED IRONBARK 1 RI .
GREY GUM 1 G BE
TALLOW WOO0D 1 TW
WHITE MAHOGANY 1 WM
GREY BOX 1 GB GB
WHITE STRINGYBARK 2 WS WSB
VELLOW STRINGYBARK 2 YS YSB
MESSMATE 3 MS MM
MOUNTAIN GREY GUM 3 MT lele
SILVERTOP ASH 3 ST

T A ! ) NS SIS e ) Q) S 2 G2 Q)G

With alt this information you should now be able tg go
out and "talk" %o the Lamp-posts in your neighbourhood.

Maybe you could make a map showing zthe Location of all the
Lamp-posts, then build up graphs concenning AGE on TYPE
o4 TIMBER USED.

If you are rneally keen, you could do some nesearnch on
the Locations where the different Timberns are gound. The
best book forn this i4 L.F. Costermans' Pocket Field Guide

"TREES: OF  VICTORIAY
This can be obtained through the Gould League 4if youn
school Librany does not have a copy.

Based on a
pBeject by €.
Seeley from
Heathmont P.S.

(; Part of the Brooklyn
Complex.

® Lve Teddy Bears’

Everybody loves the cuddly koala.
Possibly you have seen one in a zoo
or sanctuary. Some of you may have
been lucky enough to have seen one out
in the bush.

Do you know what the koala's
favourite food is? Nearly everyone knows
that gum leaves are the food koalas
love, But did you know that only a few
eucalypts really suit their needs,or
that the one they really like most of
all may poison thém?

This particular tree is
the manna gum, At certain
times of the year a build-up
of prussic acid makes the
leaves quite poisonous to eat.
The young leaves are dangerous
at all times and must be
avoidedJsn't it wonderful that
the koalas know by instinct
N g not to eat these leaves? The
- SRANRRNNS el other suitable trees include
red gum, blue gum, swamp gum
and yellow box.

Where are/ were
/rﬁzi?;“\\\ the koalas?

koalas in your area. 6'2_ ? 60 ?) @
HH KKK KKK X% L 5 ) I P
Talk to older residents '*~«\N3/,szk~\\$~ _

and find out whether koalas
were once natural to your area and,if so,what became

SOMETHING FOR YOU TO DO,
Contact your local

Forestry Office and find
out whether there are

suitable eucalypts for

f them.
) Nature Notes...October,1978. 7
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"Animals of the World.

**************************************** *********************************************************************************************************

TASMANIAN DEVIL
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«F How *x
*
¥ well do *
¥
«* you know an—“‘.;*
L& imals,--not only*,
o, here in Australia, %
G *
+¥ but animals from other
*x
Y /A **"‘ countries too? This month “x,
\\ Y AL
//)/';;!\h\{\\ ¥ we ask you to test your know- *:a*
XS 77 478 *
N * ledge.How much do you really know ¥
&ﬂﬁh. *
i

* ¥
¥ about animals? We have suggested some "‘m
AR *x.* questions to answer. No doubt you can *y

L o~ think of others. Treat this exercise as an ey
x¥ assignment. Creatures that you don't know - study *-\‘*
,,_** in more depth. ¥

¥

*****************************tﬁ************************************************************************ hhhkhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhkhkhdhhkhkhhchhk
Boena, S

x. What countries do these animals come from? Are they .«

* N b .

¥, marsupials, or mammals? Which ones are carnlvores:.,"**

- "‘-x¥ Which ones are herbivors ? Which ones are omn-***
"‘-x¥ ivores? What do herbivors eat? What do ,*

*-1:* carnovores eat? What do omnivores eat?*

*x+, Find out as much as you can about *
. . *
*yx. them. Write your answers in o
* .
*y the spaces provided for o
* .
*y you. Your school lib- #*
*s, rary should prove ***
very useful <%

. *
*x_ with books ,*

********************************************
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Animals of the World (contd)
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Dhe Zr)zgenc[ of’
A BUBBLING SPRING

—

But one day there was a great
earthquake and the sea flooded
over the land around the spring.

Long, long ago e beautiful young .

maiden used to play by a fresh-

water spring near the seashore. %, ; \\\ W
NP A R\ A1) A
- ) . . R : B \ l i

And one day while the girl was The girl soon became friendly
playing a seal came out of the with this seal and they used to
sea to rest on the sand nearby. meet near the spring every day.:

=

Then the spring vas covered by the ocean and the girl and the
seal went under the water, and all was quiet again. But even now
there is still a fresh-water spring in the sea near the coast.

\ELAL (1

:;— I

d people know that the girl is still alive becouse they see
the water bubble up as she comes up for air and then hear her’
gurgling Iay_ghter as she goes down to play with her seal again.

NATURE NOTES...October,1978. 11



INTRODUCED
PESTS.... /

A great number of plants which
have been brought to Australia for various
reasons have so liked the conditions that
they have miltiplied and spread so rapidly
that they are looked upon as weeds.,

BONESEED grows from 60 to 300cm high,
Its leaves are 5-8cm long, oval to paddle-
shaped and irregularly
daisy-like flowers with 5-6 petals and a brownish centre
are produced during spring and summer.,

PRICKLY PEAR
as common in Victoria as it is
in N.S.W. and Queensland. The
story of its spread and efforts
to eradicate it gre worth
reading in other books. It
forms a large plant made up of
many pieces joined together,
These pieces are covered with
If g
piece is knocked from a bush

it can start growing by itself,
Pulling it out and burning it e
is about the only way to get e

rid of it! 12 e

BONESEED

serrated,

or Cactus,vis not

stiff, sharp spines.

PRICKLY TPEAR

FJ.CROGERS.

Bright yellow,

GORSE or Furze is a shrub
60 to 90cm high with most of its
short branches ending in a sharp
spine. Yellow pear-shaped flowers
appear during most of the year.
Again cutting and burning is the way

to get rid of this pest.

BROOMS (a number of them)
have become widespread. They
are usually hardy, evergreen
shrubs 1 to Zmetres high.
Leaves are usually in <hrees
with heads of yellow

Young

pea-flowers.

plants can be easily
Stinkwort

g@@i,

N

pulled out
but ¢ild plants

will need to be cut out.

STINKWORT
plant which grows 30 to 100cm
high. It is a hairy and very sticky
plant and when handled the smell

from it is difficult to remove from

is an annual

RS, Bracken is
an Australian
home -grown

pest.
Blackberries

arent.! :1:3;

your hands.
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__ RUFQUS RAT-KANGAROO
Thus unusual animal is

found along the coastal ‘ i
W _regions of Eastern Austfi ® =78\
y ralia. It has long \Q N \
4 thin feet and a very M S =2
Tong tail which is used '\\§§§§§iizijisz
Tike an extra leg when they are SSos

"ﬁbving slowly. When hopping at speed,
the tail is used as a counter-balance SLOT, i
to the body. i Because they spen

almost their entire

SPECIAL / g
KANGAS! BOoKs wiTH 0%5 %N:EFE WANTE:D...
NOTHING 1IN 0 1 lar e e"\Pf_
CHeAP ¢/ THEM NECKWARME R. \rge, y
MODIFICATIONS, KN TTED WARM! snail shell | for
Z1Ps efc. N hermit’s cottuge
From by the beach.
on .
See : Harry Hermit-
00 blacles r
601: 9“‘55! . WOMBATS THAT Crab ,Gq.
( CAN’T READ. e 1 academic gown.
rrots See: Professor i
%ﬂ, oNg-y // Uncle Sam Skunk B.0.

\ A life upside down ii
NGy GUIASUA forest trees: The:
SN

ﬁ*ﬁ&ﬂéi have Tong hooked

g imals claws, which makes
: n 1 it easy for them tc
-, cling to the trees.
iy Their fur grows downward so that when it is rair
£:h ing the water runs off easily. There are
iy two-toed sloths and three-toed sloths.

TASMANIAN WOLF  OR THYLACINE

== Becaube they are Targe and dog
Tike and thought to be almost extinct. The
3 last Tive one died in Hobart Zoo in 1933.
¢ Ay, 1t has about sixteen brown clear bands on

G W e back, starting at the shoulders, extend-
ing to the tail. Yor will notice that the base of the
tail is different from a dogs tail -- that means
that it cannot be wagged!
B Adults are approx- s
A B < =N, imately 1% ., %
a2l N’ Metires long.
JERBOA MARSUPIAL MOUSE .
This tiny, delicate, kangaroo 1ike /%
mouse is found in many parts of ;
Australia. They have enormous
eyes which are useful in their
nocturnal (night time) 1living. I
They have a backward opening pouch .
Sizes range from 8 cm to 25 cm.

They are the size of a mouse or
rat, fawn and brown or grey in

o

This Australian
‘marsupial un-
== like others of their
kinds sleeps at night in
hollow Togs or burrows. They are

M active during daylight hours. They
& have a-Tong thin toungue which can
colour. The very long thin tail protrude about 10 cm to capture

RN i d ants. They have 50
is much Tonger than the body, and i e gesan 4

: oY ‘teeth which is the largest number
14;§pbushy at the end of the found in Tand mammals.
ip. A .
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Rlddles What animal at the North Po]ce has 2 humpsP

{oWB) 1SO0T V

sleep in cots,
g’:;’f;‘;;:qbﬂ What do 2-toed Sloths have that no other
in? -animal hasf *SU10TS peog—z Lqeg

Insects

BdbieS i %) _D

Write down the names of the
babies of each of these A 0

animals:

FROG :
E

DUCK
DONARKED S 1

GQO0sS =

HORSE

SWAN

KANGRROO

CAT

The common name for

this insect is also given
¥ for a spider: looking

like

this—=

From Peal Picture Crosswords
Pealpress, Glascow.




