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This month Nature Notes features some articles concerning
Jonah

bhj's is the last straw/
//Project

- Save the Whale Program. This organization has done much to

It

?!

increase public awareness and concern about the treatment of whales,

more particularly the wholesale slaughter of the giants of the deep -

for profit. I hope that you will gain a more conscious awareness of

this problem in the articles we have selected for printing from Project

Jonah’s Education Kit. I wish to acknowledge the assistance of the cl
'If

President of Project Jonah-Victoria, Mr. Ken Harrison in allowing us
editor can’t]

to reprint articles about the work geb his
and aims of the organization and pages in.

By using this order form you and ensure that you don't
miss out on the first issues of Nature Notes and Probe in

hoy.;some of the educational material 1979...as so many regular subscribers did this year. Don't
be caught: ^RDER flOWl You do not have to sender money
this form. VIe‘11 bill you when the first issue appears

i th

are We gup-;next.

in the kit. For further inform- year.

po6ed bo dewiandPRICES; S2.00..Nature Notes. 31.00..Probe.

MfN'l HUH. .c : $2.00
ation write to: workifcSCHOOLS: Please note that there ill be no deliveries in

the Ringwood/Blackburn area in 1979. The above rates
include postage.
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» PIGEONS ^ hy .EBea/f?c
V(i6plt<L the, ptge.on^ exc&pttonal homing ability, they

aKe among the moA.e pA,lmltlve blA.d.6. It^ head hou6ei>
oefiy i,.mall bfialn o^ a vefiy -dimple ■dt^uetafie.

Zoologically, the pigeon l-d believed to have evolved
i^/Lom the P/ie-Mlocene en.a o^ about 30 Million yeaA-d.ago.
They descended ^/lom the qaall-d, ploveAA and ba-dtafid-d l*
today. Thene afie 812 dlilen.ent i>pecle-d o^ plgeoni^, and
about 2 00 o^{ the-de afie domesticated. All b/ieeds,
the >Tafiban.y Turtle Dove a^e

a

Both Mullyan and his wife were They killed so many people that
very evil, and used to kill any at last the blacks decided thatLang, long ago a one-armed

black named Mullyan the eagle- t>l«cks who passed by their home. Mullyan and his wife must die.
hawk lived with his wife in a tree.

oi
\

except
descended ^fiom the Rock Dove.

In 1541, when HENRY YlJl maAAled ANNE o^ CLEYES, She
bfiought the pigeon to England,
become the home oi the pigeon.

\ \

1^ ^
Since then England has

( .|2c-v^ ^

lacobo ^ So Mullyan and his wife aied end could never harm people agoin.

But as the flames died down in the morning three sparks rose

into the sky and are now three stars, one of which is very bright.

RgejDo
ones were asleep, the blacks set
fire fo their home in the tree.

Mondoine [*lniofmatlon supplied
heAe comes ^fiom an
assignment o^ a pupil
at Heathmont VnlmoAy

School.) THE VOMESTIC PIGEON: They oAe ^ound In neoAly eveny Aust-
Aollan town and thcAe an.e populations In many fiuAal dUstnlcts as
well. These ^eAol bln.ds {What does ^(efial mean?) detain the cHH-

6dwelling and ledge-nesting habits oi theJji ancestor. No doubt youcan ^Ind evidence o^ this when.e you live.’ In many oAeas oi the
wonld these pigeons have become a problem. Why?

On one side of the bright star is a small one; thot is Muilyan's
arm. On the other side is o larger one; that is his wife. But the
bright star is Mullyan himself, end we coll it the Morning Star.
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SCHOO
BIRDWATCHING IN THE

<Lk^

As you continue your Birdwatching Activities, keep a
record of your sightings. Over a period of 5 years, the
children and teachers have built up quite a comprehensive
list of birds sighted within our school boundaies. The
total is now 53 species.

have noticed a lotWith the coming of Spring, you may

more birds around the school-ground.

I had for the children in my grade some years

Ik around the school and observe the

An idea

ago was to go for a
It shouldn't take very long, but it may be very

wa

BirdwatchersM

Maybe you could start a
Club at your school and build up a list
of Feathered Visitors. You could keep
-this list in the Library so that it can
be kept for future generations of school
children.

Maybe someone has already done this.
If so, compare your list with the old
list. Has the list changed? If it has
changed can you think why it may of
changed?

Consider- the future,

compile this year be
years time? Why?
that future generations will able to
view all our native birds?

birds.

worthwhile. However you do need to be alert and observe
Black

Red

carefully.! generally take a notebook along just to jot
especially in relation to new

Brown

down anything new I notice;

and unusual birds.
Black

WhiteGold.

If you see any bird you

don't know,write a brief

desription of it in your

notebook. This should

include:

-color of feathers,

-color and shape of

beak,

-color of legs,

-what it was doing,

-its call and its

flight.

White

will a list you
the same in 5-10Draw a picture of any bird you do not

recognise. Note the shape of Its beak, and
the colours of its plumage. Later on, you can

look the bird up in an identification book.

How can you ensure

BIRD WALK. OSCHOOL www

With the help of your teacher plan a track around your
Along this track you can put signs as to what

you are likely to see. A member of your grade could
around the track regularly so a that a record can be

bird life. It may be even possible
in the quieter areas of your

attract other birds to

school.

birds

wander

built up of
to build feeding stations

schoolground. In this way you may
frequent the schoolground.

the school

When I return to my room, I refer to the GOULD LEAGUE
GUIDES, Volumes 1 and 2. These two books a 8°°^ g

the Birds generally found around our school. However,
they may not Lit your school's location. You may need one
of the other guides. There are 6 in the set and most school
libraries have copies of them.

OTHER USEFUL REFERENCES:

and Non ne.2)

R^ad^^^' VlQZit, Complztz Book
Eue-ty kuListn.cilla.n Bifid lllai>tfia.tQ.d,

both by Re.tefi SLATER.
oi{ Au-6tfiallan Bifida .

Rigby Au^tfialla

to
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Men who hunted whales in small

boats sometimes heard strange
sounds coming through the hulls
of their wooden ships. It was
the whales singing. Now we know
that whales use sound to commun

icate with each other,
o ● o

A scientist named Roger Payne
studies the sounds of humpback
whales. He has found that the

whales use their songs to keep
in touch with one another over

great distances. So if you see
a whale that looks like it

is alone, it might be'talk
ing' to another whale a
hundred miles away,

o ● o

Dr Payne also found out

that there is a special
current of cold water deep
in the ocean that carries

sound very well. Maybe
all the whales in the

ocean are listening in on'
this ocean current- a kind ^

of "whale radio" deep in
the sea. In the old days, M
all the whales might have

talked with one another ^
that way. But now the sea is full m
of sounds made by ships and sub-
marines,and the whales may not be
able to hear over such long
distances.

patrol the outside to make

that no salmon escape,
whale has eaten, they all go off
to rest or play,
that the reason the whales make so

many sounds before the hunt is

that they are planning what to do.
o # o

So now we see that whales and

dolphins live in a world of sounds,
just like we live an a world o-f

1 ight.
sound world must be. There are

clicks to find your way. There are

sure

When each

Dr Spong thinks
THE WORK, AIMS AND IDEALS OF PROJECT

JONAH, VICTORIA.

The Prime Minister, Mr Malcolm Fraser,

has set up a national Inquiry into Whal

ing in Australia. It began on April 27
and is presided over by Sir Sydney Frost.
There is no compulsion upon the Govern

ment to necessarily take any action as a

result of the Inquiry.

Think of how complex the

Project Jonah- the only group solely dev
oted to saving the whale- is represent

ing the anti-whaling cause, with strong
moral support coming from other like
minded groups.

* We are fighting to save the whale in

two main areas:-

It has* We have prepared a 500 page main submission to the Inquiry,

taken months of dedicated work and many thousands of dollars to produce.

It covers every aspect of whaling and has been written by experts in
their field. We trust that it will persuade Sir Sydney that whaling

should be stopped.

* Because we also believe that the evidence of overwhelming public sup

port for the whale will give Mr Fraser and his Government a clear man
date to end whaling, we have set out to obtain one million individual
submissions from the Victorian public before the end of September.

* The Project has also a 67 page "Resource Kit" written especially for
schools and giving all possible information about the whale,

tains clear and understandable scientific information, student assign

ments, songs, whale games for the littlies, a Project poster and a mult

itude of drawings, sketches and cartoons.

* The Project has recently written to 4000 Victorian schools offer

ing each and every one of them a Resource Kit free of charge.

August 6 Bob and his committee had distributed over 1500 kits and

orders just keep rolling in.

$2.50, which is cost price plus postage, and may be ordered from the

Education committee c/o Bob Whiteway, 78 Abbott St, Sandringham, 3191.

It con-

sounds and songs to keep in touch
and to communicate plans and prob
lems. And there are the individual

sounds each whale or dolphin makes
to let friends know who and where

they are.
TRY THIS. Ask 6 or 8 friends to

close their eyes and walk around
softly sailing " hello " over and
over. Can you tell which hello be
longs to which friend? This is the
way that whales keep in touch with
one another.

o ● o

Another scientist named Paul

Spong thinks that killer whales
get together and plan how to hunt
for salmon.They gather before the
tide turns and make a lot of

different sounds. Then the whales

go off to round up the salmon.
They herd the fish into a big
circle. When the salmon are all

ins^e, different whales go into
lOthe ring to feed, while others

As at

the

The kits are available to all others for

O ● O

* The Project has the quite invaluable aid of dedicated workers who
tails to sell Project Jonah T-shirts, badges, car stickers, etc, as

These efforts, plus membership
man s

well as distributing literature.

are our main source of income.



KILLER WHALE_ TAe g-iant MhaleJ)’ 62.cond mmy
Aj, one o^ iXi om mmbe.AA - o^alnu^ ofica, tko.
klltzh. whaZ<L. Tkej>^ oAe thd laAgut mmbMA

■●'"■ oi{ the. doZpfUn ’'f{amily". ThoAA ^peed and pow-
QA Aj> oweiome and it ko6 be,m i>atd that thojiz

F=TL_ iA no cAzatuJtt tn thd ocean whldn tkzy i<ian..

CONSIDER THE LIFE STYLE OF THE GREAT BALEEN

^ (TOOTHLESS) WHALES.
T/tey i>po,nd ll3n.dA tko. ydoft feeding on tht

~ '● paotctn-KLch linitZ a'kick aboand tn the, cold
MotcAi oi the kActtc and the. AntoActtc.

vo6t li> tkiA iood supply that they may gulp
tonne o^{ theAe "6kntmp" tn one moutkiul. Voa
^ght months, the outea layeA o,{ blubbeA gaom
thtek oA they ieed tn the qutet depths.

A4 ujtnteA clo^eA tn and tkei,e watehA begtn . to
tee ovea, the ickoolA and {amtlteA nrtgaate to
the woAm i^JoteJA o^ the tAoptci. They leill not
eat ioA the next louA monthA.

l^hen the calveA oAe boAn they mcAt quickly gAoM
a coveAlng o,{ blubbeA to pAotect them^eloeA^
iAom the cold MoteAA to which theiA paAentA
will now take them.

SPERM WHALE

So

a

KILLER WHALE ^ TheiA Ataple diet iA iUh, though they eat
■ pengutnA, AeatA, dolphtnA and otheA Aea mamm

alA..

KilleA whaloA oAe highly Intelligent and uAually hunt tn packA accoAd-
tng to a pAepaAed plan. OccoAtonally they may attack a whale thAee ttmeA
theiA Atze. They can Inflict no iatal blow to Auch a gigantic animal
and muAt woAk togetheA ^{oA houAA, weakening the hapleAA cAeatuAe by teoA-
tng at itA blubbeA and attempting to AecuAe a gAtp on itA ItpA.
the whale can diAcouAage the ktlleA with the poweA^^ul bloWA o^ itA tail,
the ktlleA pack may Aucceed tn teoAtng out itA tongue which they AegoAd
OA a delicacy. MeAcl^{ully, theAe ottackA oAe oIao uncommon; Ao tn the
pAlAttne Atate o^{ natuAe, the gAeat whaleA had little to ^eoA and geneA-
ally led a peaceful and happy Itie.

UnleAA

HOWEVER... OA the gAeat whaleA pAey on the tiny kAill, ao they
have ioAmtdable enemteA. But what cAeatuAeA could poAAtbly tackle
theAe moAlne gtantA? The anAweA Ia ' ^{ew'.

The thlAd animal to pAey on whaleA iA man and
hlA Impact hoA been devoAtoting. PoA centuAteA he hoA attacked whaleA
with ApeoAA, lanceA, netA, Aepttc oaaowa, poiAonA and hoApoonA. HoweveA,
they weAe not AeAlouAly thAeatened tnttl the Invention o^ the hoApoon
gun fitted with an exploAtve head. TItIa device woA peA^ected by the Noa-
wegtan AealeA, SVEhlV FOVN tn 1S6S.

Mow with the aid o^ ^oAt catcheA boatA, AonoA undeAwateA tAackeAi> and

ApotteA planeA, man iA able to hunt down and kill theAe magnt^{tcent
CAeatuAeA at will. ThiA he hoA done without meAcy oA ^oAeAlght. Aa a
AeAult, the Aace oi weAt pact^{tc gAay
whlaeA hoA become extinct. Six ApecteA HUMPBACK WHALE '
have become ao AoAe oa to be not woAth

hunting. SpecleA which once Aoamed the
oceanA tn theiA hundAedA o^ thouAandA
now numbeA a ^ew thouAand. WhaleA Ae-
AuAned to the Aea about 25 million yeoAA
ago, and yet tn the Apace o,{ 50 yeoAA
man hoA bAought many o^ them to neoA
extinction.

THE RUTHLESS PREDATOR

SWORDFISH foA Aome AeoAon AWOAd^{iA>h occoAton
ally go Into a beAACAk ^{tt 0^ aggAcAAton and
Aam anything tn theiA path. They will do thlA
at top Apeed and without any AegoAd whatAoeveA
j^oA theiA own Aa^ety. Some have killed them-
AelveA whtlAt attempting to pteAce the hull oi
Ateel AhtpA. Even thoAe who have Aucceeded tn

penetAoting wooden hullA have only a bAoken oH
AwoAd ^{oA thelA tAouble. The Aame may happen _
t^ theiA qaoAAy it a whale. They may tnllict '-It''
teAAtble pain, but it it unlikely that they
wouid kill the whale. So once the AWoAdiith hat -
made h-iA penzled tjiAUAt, he mutt ettheA bAeak
v){^ hit AWoAd OA AuiieA the poAAtbillty o,{ Ae- _
malnlng attached to the whale’A Aide. Eontunate-
ly^0A both AWOAd^ith and whaleA, Auch ottackA

1 OAe AOAe.

RIGHT WHALE

f i’■...
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tMAGtHi THAT ¥@0
A WHAl£.

lllllll lllllllllllll GOULD LEAGUE

OF VICTORIA
67 HIGH ST TEL 51 1701 514109

PO BOX 446 PRAHRAN3181

The Gould League was formed in 1909 in answer to public concern

at the apparent danger to bird life from collecting, shooting,
nest-robbing and habitat destruction. As well as this, the

destruction of the birds meant that man himself would be harmed

if nature's balance not maintained. So children in the State

of Victoria were asked to "care for the birds". Children who

joined the League were asked to undertake a pledge, which was,

"I hereby promise that I will protect native birds
and will not collect their eggs. I also promise
that I will endeavour to prevent others from
injuring native birds and destroying their eggs"

This pledge lasted until 1971 when the Gould League decided that

not just birds, but protection of the whole environment, was most

important. So the pledge was changed to

"I promise to protect all wildlife and the place in
which it is found.

I will try to help others understand why this action

is necessary"

You are huge.

You weigh more than three thousand people.

But you do not feel heavy.

The water makes you light and cradles you.

Thick fat, called blubber, warms you,even in icy water.

You sing whale songs over hundreds of miles, calling to your friends.
You grew up drinking your mother's milk, and you breathe air.

You live in big friendly families.

You easily swim thousands of miles to follow your food.

You are so big that you have no real enemies except one: people.

The Gould League publishes material related to the preservation of
all forms of wildlife -

Any child may join -
The membership fee is $4.00

which covers the period of January to December of that year.

Affiliation forms are available from

A long time ago, people saw you as a devil fish.

You frightened them, you were so big.

Worst of all, now they see you only as a product.

You are lonely.

Your parents, brothers, sisters and friends are gone.
You swim, calling your songs over long distances.

Gould League
P.O. Box 446

Prahran. 3181

ANSWERS TO LAST nONTHT IWSFr.T PI 1771 F-

3. Ladybird, 4. Dragonfly , 7, Beetle,

12. Fly, 13. Wasp, 14. Butterfly. DOWN:

4. Daddy, 5. Caterpillar,

ACROSS: 1. Legs,

9. Ant, 10. Spider, 11. Bee,

2. Grasshopper, 3. Long,

6. Woodlouse, 8. Earwig,Nature Notes... November 1978.
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