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My how time flies! Hene it 44, May and already almost one-third
i the yean gone. In two weeks we will be off on holidays to places

(
att over Australia. In the holidays 1 hope some of Zhe Zeachens,
perents and children who read NATURE NOTES will fry fo visit one

the three places mentioned An cwr magazine 50 fan this year;-
e Schanck Coastal Park, Buchan Caves on Organ Pipes National
Park. (This month's special place.) Maybe you will visit ot@e&
places you think are speciak, not only in Victoria but in other
States. 14 you do, wiite to us and tell us all about th&s’pﬂace
and we may be able %o feature Lt .n Nature Notes Laten this year.

This month's feature article 44 cbout Lizards. Uid you know
that thene are ovetr 400 species of Lizarnds in Australic? The
Langest being the Monditon Lizand which 48 over 7% metnes 4in
Length, white the smallest are the skinks and gechoes which
barely make 7 cm. Ain Length. ’

'Bye forn now, and have a safe on&dag/,,ﬁ/47/
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OUR COVER. ‘ :
Our cover drawing for this month is taken

from a photograph '"shot' by Mr. P. Crosbie
Morrison in the Organ Pipes Natlonal‘Park. L&
9. Wwas kindly supplied to us by the National Parks
MSeRvIce .

)
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Stone Gecko

Lizards are really very timid creatures. They will open their mouth,
put their tongue out and hiss at you when they are frightened, but
they will not harm you.

No Australian lizard is venomous. (poisonous)

It is not true that if a lizard bites you, - you don't core out in a
sore each year. (But if one does bite you, you will have a sore
finger for about half an hour!)

Never touch or pick up a hibernating lizard. They breath only about
once a minute and the shock would kill them.

Lizards store fat in their tails for the winter months.

Most lizards lay eggs but blue tongues have about 7 live babies in
late summer or autumn, while shingle backs have only one live baby,
about half the size of the mother! P

Shingle back lizards are called various names - Stumpy Tails, Boggi,
Pine Cone Lizard, Double Headed Lizard, probably because of their

short fat tail (appoximately 8 cm long) preditors could be confused
as to which end was the head!

Some lizards are believed to live for 20 or more years.

Never force a sick lizard to eat, if you do the food is not digested
and it rots in the stomich, and the lizard would probably die.

They know when to eat. Leave fresh food for them and they will eat

it when they are well again. 5

4
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ORGAN PIPES

BY MICHAEL HOWES FpucaTioN OFFICER

Have you been to ORGAN PIPES NATIONAL PARK? It's
near the Calder Raceway, just off the highway 8km
past Keilor. .

A few visitors expect the organ pipes to play a
tune! = - but of course they don't. They are huge
columns of Basalt, a rock that came out of the grgund
as molten lava about one million years ago. In FhlS
particular spot the lava filled an old creek valley
and so was very deep and took a long time to cool
down. Also it wasn't disturbed while cooling. And so
the pipes or columns were formed as the lava cracked
and shrank. (You can see similar six-sided patterns
when mud dries out and cracks after rain.)

We wouldn't be able to
see the pipes today except
that Jackson's Creek has

cut away the rock in front . 4 .
of them and revealed them. i // o
Other interesting rock ////;T>> s _/i//;
formations here are the “ A S ;iég;;/éf/ P
Rosette Rock and the ~ /{/1/7 s /{flA:J’
Tessalated Pavement.

The country around the Uaﬂﬂeg cut into olden
Organ Pipes 1s called the hioe b
Keilor Plains. (You've
probably been through it on
the way to Bendigo.) It is

fairly flat and open, with B i

not many trees. /////
Before the white man came v ' /,//

it was a grassy plain with oy e TR ki e

lots of kangaroos, wallab-

ies, native cats and other Lava §Low {4004 uaﬁﬂey,

animals. There were more cnach&ng ve&ticazﬁg ay

R e eSpeCia%ly in. cools and shrninks.
the valleys. But since the

1840's it has been grazed
and farmed- rabbits and

6

JYONAL p,
W SEvac:RkS

NATIONAL PARK

NATIONAL PArRkS SeERVICE, VICTORIA.

foxes and weeds like thistle
and boxthorn were introduced
and the native animals and
Planty have disappeared.

So apart from protecting
the rock formations, one of
the reasons for establishing
Organ Pipes National Park
Furnthen Lava {Lows dpread (in 1972) was to try *+o re-
oven the plain. Store a small part of the
Keilor Plains to its original
state. Thiis meant clearing
away the weeds and rubbish ,
and cotroliling the rabbits
and planting thousands of
trees and shrubs native to
the area.

Much of this work has been
Stream ernosion forms a new done by volunteers- school
valley and eXposes choss- students, scouts and people
sections of the Lava {Lows. who call themselves FOOPS
(Friends of the Organ Pipes)
The FOOPS won a Special
medal (the Robin Boyd Environmental Award)last year
for seheir great effort in restoring the park.

Would you Like to help? Why not go out and see the
park one Saturday or Sunday and talk to the Ranger. Or
you could ring Mr. Don Marsh, who O0rganizes the FOOPS.
His number is 379 4933,

There's a lot more to learn about Organ Pipes National
Park, you can read the information leaflet about it when
you go. Some people think it's an uninteresting and bleak
pPlace at first- it's not a becautiful national park 1like
Wilson's Promontory- but it grows on you, and when you
know it you really get *to like it!

NATURE NOTES 1s A Rincwoop INSPECTORATE PUBLICATION



THINGS TO LOOK
DURING. v vv v vud

BIRDS IN WINTER™

Migratien probably

White-tronted |
tern

Galah

Compare  the ways m which
birds move

Muke o ~tudy of the manner of
fhght ot ditferent birds

CREATURES

A- nu{blAl.lIL. ANy LI

hore do these

tood W

Most  of our marsupials
move about at night.
Foxes and rabbits {natural
enemies) eat at night.
What usefu! work does the
fox do?

The owl flies by night.
lts flight feathers are adapted
for silent flight.

The owl's food 15 an indica-
tion of creatures that move
by might.

Explain the meaning of “bal-
ance of nature” by a study of
the creatures shown on this
chart.

OF THE NIGHT

ures beymn the ~carch tor
reatures ~pend the day?

Snails and slugs appear after the wutumn
rams. Try to fnd some.

Many spiders spin webs at mght. A study of
the webs will reveal a variety of mght-lying
moths. How do moths find flowers at night?
In the house, cockroaches and silverfish are

nocturnal feeders. Look for the harmless
native cockroaches.

Mice and rats are rodents.

v

Y

I

How are spiders benehicial?
g ed-back or
jockey ~spider

SPIDERS

There are three man types
of d. Try t tnd an
example o

The redback 1< the only
Victorian  sprder known
canse  death to man It
hkes gloomy  places

Wolf spider

Why 15t called “wolt™?

What 1s the use of the web?
How 1s 1t made?
Find as many types as you can.

Orb web of
garden spider
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What a beautiful month Autumii is with the changes it
brings! Tt signals the changeover from the burning winds
of February to the icy breath of winter. Autumn is the
scason of maturity,ripe fruits on the vine and the start
of decay, the fall of the leaf and so on....

Some ecxciting things happen in Autumn. Afew days ago
on a thunderstormy afternoon I was very pleased to see
the sky alive with diving, darting bodies. Yes you've
guessed 1t - they were swifts, very well namedas they are
said to be the swiftest bird of all in level flight.

They fly to us in Spring from the Northern lands for our
Summer and return in our Autumn. See if you can discover
about how far these birds fly-how fast and why they make
this great journey.

If you could get close enough to one you would see that
t has extremely short legs, so short that the bird can-
w0t take off from the ground but has to land on a cliff
face or a trce so that it can fumbfe into flight. 1've
seen many swifts but never have I seen one anywhere else
Mt dn the adr.

Another bird that likes our southern summer coastlir:
also migrates this season- parents first and "babies'" a
few weeks later. Can you guess its name? If you've been
to Phillip Island you probably won't have much trouble.

We haven't had a lot of rain this Autumn but already I
have seen the first puffballs poking up their snowy heads
We will necd much more rain before you can go out looking
for "mushies'" See what other fungi you can discover and
put out a display on your Nature Table. Remember some are
poisonous; some are edible but unpalatable; some are del-
icious but all are interesting.

Why do we cut mushrooms with a knife instead of pulling
them up. Some people probably think we do this so as to
not to disturb their roots, BUT mushrooms have no roots.
There may be possibly others developing nearby underground
so if we cut them we do not disturb the ground. Besides
it also helps to keep our basket clean.

pace 10 Nature Motes is a Ringwood Inspectorate Publication

SPINE-TAILED SWIFT 250mm (10in)-

Fork-talled Swift

DISCUS FUNGI

We cannot be really definite when mushrooms will appear.
It all depends on the weather- a long period of warm rains
with crisp autumn nights in between. Then watch out!

Find out how fungi develop- not from a seed like many
plants but in a much more interesting process.

Last weekend while in Gippsland I was delighted to
again make the acquaintance of a pair of handsome
butterflies-the Wanderen or more correctly known as the
Monarch. The Wanderer's story in Australia makes fac1pat1ng
reading: Many years ago we had no Wanderers here;_untll
the beautiful Monarch Butterfly of Northern America de-
cided to migrate westwards. It is believed that numbeys
of them flew across the Pacific stopping to breed at is-
lands on the way. After each stay on an island the dec-
endants would set off for the next island until finally
reaching the Australian mainland. We were so impressed
with its travels that we called the newcomer '"The
Wanderer', appropriate don't you think.

Drnawings on this page come from the GOULD LEAGUE quhé,
"Birds of Victornda- Unban Birds' and "Junior Survival
- Fungd". These books are available from the Gould
League, P.0. Box 446, Prahan, 3181.

JAATURE  NOTES MAY 1979 page 11
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Californian Kingsnake.

In 1953 the San Diego Zoo in America acquired
Dudley Duplex the First, a living two-headed snake.
Dudley lived for 6% years and started many arguments.
Can you imagine coming home after visiting the zoo and
saying: "Mum, I saw a two-headed snake today!"

"Don't talk nonsense son. I've told you before
never to tell lies to me!" "But Mum." "That's
enough!- I don't want to hear anything more about iti"

‘The old saying, "Two heads are better than one,"

Just wasn't true for Dudley. AT feeding time BOTH

heads would fight over the same mouse - which would
sometimes escape in the confusion! Poor Dudley just
couldn't get it into his heads that the mouse would
end up in the same stomach no matter which mouth ate
it. The zoo-keepers had to help him change his old
skins too! Three more two-headed snakes have been

given to the San Diego Zoo, including Dudley Duplex

the Second and Nip-and-Tuck.

ceny , muny,
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Butterflies: 1. Birdwing Butterfly,
2. Regent Skipper,

3. Wanderer or Monarch.

a.A moth has a thick, plump body, while a
butterfly has a thin body.

b. Moths seldom have a knob on their
antennae, but a butterfly always has a small
knob.

There are over 90,000 types of butterfly
found in the world. :
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MYSTERY - MESSAGE
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| S
Not a bear - but almost as cuddly
as Wally. 0
. ¢ L T 7 BT T I
What a marvellous bird is the-—
His beak can hold more than his ___ A,
tummy can! ] 36 25 30 .13 24 238
Often mistaken for a frog.
Q 7 19 =7

¥ The sun is one, but the earth isn't,

22 o s

The cover of Nature Notes Vol.12, No,1f
showed a picture of a bush-

e —® & @3 %
“ Always make sure your aquarium is kept |8
°
33

oy "33 20 3
* The easiest thing to grow in a garden is a E
3

) 3 32

A huntsman spider can catch sleepy flies

quite LY

T TR 2 W ”

The numbers under each letter above tell you which
square on Wally's sign to put the letter in. If you
do it correctly you will be able to read his message.

ASK A SILLY QUESTIONesssoe
1, Why do ducks have webbed feet?

(To help stamp out bushfires.)
2. Why do elephants have flat feet?
(To help stamp out burning ducks.)
3, What did James Snail say at
. breakfast? (Lettuee jsbarta)
\_~ 4, What is round, yellow and

) dangerous? (A shark infested

custard tart.)

Now try number 5. What is cheekys, faf,
has claws and is red all over?

(‘hjjom passpisoque uy)
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