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WELCOME HOME

EDITORIAL

Welcome back to Nature Notes fon
1980. This yearn we have gained two new
people to the pages of Nature Notes
and Probe. Debra Brydon will be the
new editorn of Probe and 1 will be

producting Nature Notes.

gl S
F. 3 S

Wally hasf nbtuined Aegreshed grom his hotidays (in Westomn
Aus thalia whe@a he visited his nelatives on the Nullabor). He will
again be awarding a bgok each month to the most interesting Letten
witten. ~

No dodbi many 0f you went holidaying,so enrich our pages by
Ahd&{@gvgbuﬂ,axpeaiemeeé and knowledge with us.

Some o f you may be going on school camps. 1t will be the fist
time away- from parents for a few of you. Camps are a Lot of fun.
You can also. fearn a great deal from any new area. Perhaps you
could Liskt the. binds you see and hear. See if you can discover any
new trees,bushes,flowens and thein inhabitants. Remember to Look,

/__,ﬂ_—————~—~\\\\\» Listen and to conserve our environment.
( 18 England a ™ Forn the othens,watch the gardens,paiks

Melbo l;gg‘f,,b A" and schoofgrounds around your neighborhood.
; Let Wally know what you have found ouwt.
Happy hunting!
Rusell el
Editon
P.S. Nature Notes 5 now sent to Switzerland

and EnglLand! Page 2

Legend Time...
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Once when a small bird And the crow said, Then the others replied,
died the other creatures "There is no mystery. "How can this dead bird
asked the crow to ex- Death simply takes us go to a new world while
plain the Mystery of from this world to a his body is here?"

, tetter one."

Thé caterpillars and many other creat-
) < ures agreed to do this and not eat, nor
?3 s criw g?kegn;frzfy move, nor open their eyes for many months.
N, har s AE e Then their bodies became hard and cold

turn to earth to show WHeWr gz she Bedies af the dead
new bodies. _

Ve
L’c’/e.

But suddenly, from each old body,
sprang winged dragon-flies, moths, and
butterflies, radiant with colour and
heavenly beauty, bringing to all things a
que 3 promise of new Tife and new happiness.
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EUCALYPTUS FICIFOLIA: is
restricted naturally to a
small area of Western
Australia but they have
been very widely planted
in gardens and along roads
where their masses of red
blossom make an attractive
display in February and
March.

The HUNTSMAN family
contains many, many
spiders. Some are
beneficial to mankind
because of the large
number of moths,
beetles,flies and
cockroaches they
capture for food.
Why do we notice more
spiders about this
time of the year?

Nature Notes..March. Page 4

MARCH

SILVER-EYES are often seen
throughout the year but are
usually common about now as
there are abundant insect
pests for them to feed on.

SAUNDER'S CASEMOTH

RIBBED
CASEMOTII

HEUBER'S
CASEMOTH

Lesser Casemoth or

Lictor's Casemoth.. ..

A Tictor was a Roman
officer who carried an
axe which was surrounded
by rods or sticks. His
duty was to help main-
tain law and order.
Don't you think this
an apt name?

What color is the
caterpillar in the case?

There are many case
or bag moths in Aust-
ralia. Have you found
these and others also?

Nature Notes....page 5.
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& his and & hat

Bt Le

DELACCA.

TRY, THILS ONE.

ANLUCKY ACCGIDENT.

Frederick Walto
er, leflttoverni gt
paint with the 1id
next day he found
skiin<on the teop.§H

N ,odepa Lne= Take some leaves of

a pot of jJursaria spinosa and boil
of e gilihe them for a minute in some
a tough water. When cool take to

& pressed a bright window and look

this intofa™shcct joff \canvas at the surfacec. Floating
rnventing thes ki rstipicce on fBhelftop sy a jchemical
offf | imioleum. wh i'ehi itunnis ultra-
2 H 5 " H " A
JUST WHAT vg(?!c,‘( light _into
vistithilie ob lave o TTh 165

i

ARTISTS THIS MONTH

ALWAYS information was uscd
WANTED FOR/ dugp ing the 119394 5 nva
MY BURROW to prevent sunburn and

finding
who
the

tomissist in
airmen survivors

were stranded in Sieia ,

** Bursaria splnosa
is also commonly known
as Blackthorn. It grows
about two metres high.
lts flowers vary from
white to cricam and may
<t Ll s hes an Flowe rlmnen:
Leaves dre dark. gcrelen
with sharp spines on
the stems.

IO Wilma Prohdsiks

Debra Brydon

Russecll Hald

Page 10..March Edition of Nature Notes.

THE OTHER HALF
Did you know that rainbows are

formed in a full circle? We

cannot see the whole circle Er e

2 X0
because the horizon partly obscuresiW

our view. However,if you were in an¥

aircraft flying high above the clcuds
vou might be able to see a full circle

rainbow.

'"EAR THIS
Have you ever held a large
sea-shell to your ear to hear
the sound of the sea? This,of
coursc,is not the sound you
The

sounds inside the car which

hear. shell picks up faint

arc magnified within the shell,

producing the "roar'" of the seca.

SNACK
Have you ever visited Mt.Bogong,

AN UNUSUAL

Victoria's highest mountain?

The word '"Bogong' comes from an g =
aboriginal word..."bugong" which {‘(:_“:22‘:5;_"’;
means "'a moth that frcquents high 8 3
places".The aboriginals of this

region thought the moth a tasty

morsel. HOW WOULD YOU LIKE A PLATE OF

DELICIOUS FRIED BUGONGS?
«sAND MORE THAN A SNACK
A house wren is able to feed 500

HoOW ABOUT

SOMETHING
DIFFERENT, MUM:

spiders and caterpillars to its

voung in one summer afternoon!

I . T e




Recently there have bee
several reported sightings o

1
Tasmanian Tigers in the newspapers.

S e car7buopouu,(mea,
eating), animal kn
meaning pouch” It stands 45
centimetres high at the shoulder
and has a Fodu ao(ut one metre
long. Across its back and the top
of izbsytatly,. 1t ha

altogether. Its jaws are believed
to be able to open to an incred-

o

ible 150 degrees. Get a bpotractor

(1t has degrees marked on it), and
draw this angle. What othc animals
ean open their mouths a long way?
The tail -is stiff. When pressed,

it 18.said that it is able to hop

like a kangaroo.

The Tasmanian 7q@w or Wolf,
once lived on mainland Australia.
Perhaps it still does, although
there is little or no evidence to
support this idea. However, every
now and then there is a sighting
of a Tasmanian Tiger reported.
There have been no confirmed
reports of Tasmanian Tigers on

mainland Australia that I know of.
The last confirmed sighting seems
to have been in 1930(50 years ago!).

With the settlement of Tasmania

sual hunting grounds were taken

and farms. As a result the Tasmanian Tigers
The farmers

the farmers' lambs and chickens.
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poisoned them for these attacks.

In 1888 a bounty (reward),
was declared and a payment of
one pound ( equal to $2 ), was
made for each Tasmanian Tiger
killed

Between 1888 and 1909
bounties were paid on two
thousand, one hundred and eighty-
four Tasmanian Tigers!

By 1919 they were scarce.
Searches for specimens became
more intense because zoos
would pay highly for them.

NOT UNTIL 1938 were they
given total protection! This
was eight years after the last
confirmed sighting of a Tas.
Tiger! Clearly a case of shutting
the gate after the horse had
bolted.

Let's hope that the Tasman-
tan Tiger (shown on this centre
sheet and on the cover of
Nature Notes; Tasmania's emblem)
18 not yet extincet, and is
surviving in some remote area
of Tasmania.

What should be done if one
werediscovered tomorrow?

What 18 on your state's coat of arms? WHY?
s the symbol of your state's flora(plants and flow-

p of any other flowers or animals which are
in danger? Should they be saved? What should be done? =

Page 9
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Gum Emperor

Note that the word "gum" is
placed first becausc this moth belongs to the
"Emperor" moths which occur throughout the world and
this 1is the Empcror Moth which feeds upon the '"gum"

i e e
0 The caterpillar §{larva’) of this
G 00 moth 1is prqbably well known to most
Ewggmg IO boys and girls. When the caterpillar
EhGsion & 5 first hatches from its egg it is
A GUM:- ° ncarly black. As it feeds and grows
LEAF larger it becomes green. Lach

scgment (part) of its body is
adorned with becautiful blue and

orange te red tuft-like projections.

1f we wish to kecep the
caterpillars for observation we
nced to know what the fced tree 1is.
We sometimes find the caterpillar
on certain gum trees, peppercorn trees or liquid ambers.
Can you find them on any others? We need to give the

caterpillar a fresh leafl or leaves cvery day. Don't let
it die®of starvation. Just before it Is ready to Spin
itsgyicacoom .the caterpillar will losce its brightnessi.

Try to watch 'the gaterpillar
spinning its cacoon and notc how clever 1t is at moving
the thread to the right

position. We now have to wait Female gum T
for the caterpillar to change Emperor Moth N
into a moth. It is unusual W

for us to see the moth
emerge as the usual time for
this happening is late
afternoon.

Page 12 ...March 1980.
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oth.

The reasom for this is probably because the moth is
nocturnal and this will mirimize the time whem the moth
may be seen im the daylight amnd eatem-

VWhem the moth first
MALE emerges its wimgs are ILimp
& ANT EMNAE and creased amd folded. It
needs room to spread them
so that they cam gradually

=3 . inflate amd hardem.
: The males have beautiful
FEMALE antennae or feelers while

the female"s are quite
marrow. The female moth is
much larger im the body.

The female likes to lay her eggs om the feed tree.
The cggs are ycllowish-white amd are laid im rows om
the upper surface of the Ileaf.

In the moumtaimous coumtry we may fimd a relative.
The common Gum Emperor is bluish-greem with a pale
lateral stripe- The moumtaimous species is greem with
a broad pink lateral stripe.

Nature Notes...March




Him.] wonder what sort
of & beast this is?
G legs — SO tF musf
be awn inseck! ZWJnﬂs
50 it must be a bird/

=V

——

It digs holes jn the N :

ground — so perhaps WHICH ONE ?

ir’s a rephle-or a The pictures on the back ’ )
- : d page will help you to find

mini-wombat! — the answers to the clues given. below. -

it
e i O

O . IS
SO 7 )

4/

No, it is cricket!

: Are oy gong 1o Jrhe\

C@nfwary Cr\vk?/f‘
Match at” Lords ©

G pavrie silg!
Ao [ oPmiangricket!

CCRIGKET!?:
Did you Sah Ll A
\_cricket?

I don’'t
undexstand.

JEEEN B

L

7 * L . . . :
Il uou-have two snd\e/_;s.;_ one out
ﬁem foﬁeﬁ % ind one .. Edch

£ 0O

B LA

e %) :-.'-'f/‘\e“ "S!\de +hat’s 1) goes
pioh Tnd whon he’s out he comes
n and. the pexk PR A% ACROSS
Ul . o TR I 0 . . .
LT ey e O 1. A reptile which can change its color to match its surroundings.
SRR Ve 7. A native of Australia which travels with big jumps.
Az = Jes, that’s why we dig holes— 8. A common sea-bird of the cormorant family.
%,»,;?/fj;j/; 7 so we can go w1 and out. 9. A small burrowing creature native to the British Isles.
i\“ \));@://J L o000 O Zg. ﬁ Zczzrge desert dwelling bird which cannot fly. _
Nz X . & 53. 5 S'?&) moving, tree dwelling animal of South America.
T <7 - o & WECAR Py
When they are:”all outy The dide an“\s\] When both sxo(gs have been in 14. A large pack-animal of the desert.
sm;— camne4 (mfo(;:h‘a% ;%%%aqf ;j_ Cf(;:df Ouihzmg “l;\ ocgvgq gmgm;\e | 15. A fur-bearing rodent which can fell trees and dam streams.
rﬁegg\e_ Maﬁfﬁ%ﬁq‘lm,‘&mrms you -y DOWN

1. A feline domestic animal. ,
2. An amimal protected by a bony kind of armour-plating.
3. A creature with eight arms and no legs.
4. A small bird noted for its sweet song.
5. An animal covered with spines.

6. Winged animals which fly by night.
10
71

:Cﬁrnivorgus bizﬁd Zzgﬁ’gﬁgh&w&s by night.

gexr p

S S

=~ i

U newewr”
catch on,Wally.

SHek fo digging
: holes mate.

mammal whie




CLUES TO CROSSWORD ON PAGE FIFTEEN

NATURE NOTES,
This is a RINGWOOD P.0.BOX 28,

[F blication, RINGWOOD EAST, 3135.
1950, EDITION 01 '"PHONE: 879-1263.
Nt Page 16



