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Sdcta%iii,i
Warrigal is a town in Vic

toria. This is what the abor

igines called the dingo. It
seems that they brought them
to Australia at least 7^000
years ago.

The dingo has wrongly been
labelled a coward. Instead it

is allert, mobile, intelligent
and wary in its natural surr
oundings. It belongs to the
same species as the domestic
dog. Did you know that dingoes
are being tested as guide dogs?
This job needs a dog
with high intelli-

The use o£ 1080 to poison
animals considered pests
has caused the deaths of

more wildlife than was

intended. This happens
occassionally because
animals which aren’t

supposed to eat the baits
do eat them.

If an animal eats a lot

of the bait another one

can come along, eat the
dead animal and died too.

However, great care is
taken in order to

(^.Uk holiday.!, not ^(aa 4ome ojJ you might
be lucky enough to be vacationing el^ewkeae. Thli, month

Lve have received

and giving

to be long one-6

you!

letteai> asking que^tlon^, t

U.S ln^(oamatlon about thing.!,,

and you may ii)ln

We will publish a.!> many po4-6-cbTe,

PC/..
■iitonle'!.

LetteK6 do not have

a pAlze, ho let'h hen.e ^aom

Thih Ih a good time to het about making a blH.d-^eedeA..
to eniune that youa cat cannot get to the ^eedea.

away ^{aom taeeh oa buhheh,etc.

Remembe-,^

■ A t-nay on top o a pole,
wit I fietp to keep the b.cn.dh ia){e. Some people place

on tlicl't catsbelti

aeadity attracted to

collan. Soon bladh will be
gence.

The true dingo's head
is boader and its

teeth are larger than
a domestic dog of the

)feedeah - Can you th.ink why'!

duitc a tot ha!, happened fiecently at
the Co'tt)! ,'l c Kenzle

can aead about -t/icic

fauna Pa^tk.
same size.

Unlike the normal

dog it does not /
usually bark, but
howls instead. Often a group
of dingoes will howl together.
Groups are formed in the breed
ing season during winter. A
normal litter contains between

5-7 pups.
Studies have shown that

live stock killed is about

of a dingo's food. Generally
they mainly eat rabbits', rodents,things. Like a blue carrot?

lizards, kangaroos, wombats and /-● t,,.
wallabies. Killing off dingoes ( li! ,
has resulted in an increase in

pasture eating animals. So the thanKs//
farmer gains nothing because
there is less food for his stock.

on page S.

SJcxt month’6 Ihhue will be

devo.ted .to the G n.amplanh a

hhould be 0^ gaeat bene){lt

to )(amllleh and hchoolh

planning to vlhlt thlh

wondea^ful aa.ea.An

extaa, but limited

numbea

overcome this. Special
permission for poisoning
must be obtain first.

Sometimes the bait is

colored to deter birds

fc'

●> >

from eating it. They
don't seem to like eating
bright blue or green

oi cople-6 will be produced,

youa oadeah ^{oa additional
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I YY\(:^y\[^ of tWe reptiles d\e.d out (^v\A
others chfJir£06(M iv\bo iNi^rw ^\oodeA
Funrij - w\ ^mmobhs — s^tare. -

and others burre^^ mbo
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(h the Gr^mpi^ns0^ Ho \Aaus

toothed timers
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VoM pLity puses
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t^:^lkir^ ! You EcWidna^
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. . .
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Bu while others

* still further, the pUtypus av\A
; echi'^^tiA^^s h^ue. oh^Y\<^ed very
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'■_ So uou see lithe rr\cv\A^

.'■’ you are living members
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While hoppiniy aro[And
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in Lbe Gr^mpiome
ovcrh&nrc^ this interesting unyumerb...

»
wow:
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“ley there uoubwoH
Stop that silly £y,uurrel.
You are bobh

●;.● oh a type

●●■ life that no loryer
exists anyvohere
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hut Were m

Au^bruha! ●
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creatures-rob Purny ores*.
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Boy!
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Gee Plc^b old male,
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feet !
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see once a
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backbones anM "*
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or Metamorphic
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o
For example. Lime- VThese rocks have been changed by heat or'pressure,

stone under heat or pressure becomes Marble, and Shale under great

pressure becomes Slate - - that hard, grey, flakey rock that was used «
to write on like a blackboard by school children years ago.

/ f

For those of you who have

*_.-an interest in rocks, we thought

you might like to know more
about the 3 basic types of rocks.

● .* Recently,a girl from East Ring-
wood school found opalite at her

letter boxi Good hunting.

>\i 5 a Wdhbto,
columyH)

and

/

1 ! <S^
% CP

V

s\
1.

ILava

f (From the

latin word ignis = fire)

These rocks have solidified from

molten lava and have crystals in them.

Granite (used for the pylons of

'A Sydney Harbor Bridge), Basalt (or
f ,'' bluestone') and Pumice (a very light

' ● .r ● rocx with holes in it) .

quickly and ^{om^ 6malt cAipta-th.
Volcanic Kock, Example.,. Basalt.

Vij^ fiock,... mootk with ^omc Ioaqc cAy^lal^,
Example... GaanlXe.

Limestone

{lAJhlle, potvdeAy}.. .becomes McuHle { f<iany coloA6, hcuid and i^llh a
beauHi{ul ve^Cned Hippie In 11. VotUhe^fi mM and l6 '■ a6ed In expensive
bulldlng-i, a lot).
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Some other
●K

Fossils.
*

*

*

Eajilh '4 ,
-Qfiujit ■ - -
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Besides striking it

rich by finding gold

or gemstones, there

are other things in the earth worth
looking for. For example	

Most fossils are found in

Sedimentary rocks. They

are the remains of plants

and ahimals trapped between

two layers of rock.

1
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!4 anile *

*
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slowly... loAge cH.y^laU. Vlalonlc H.ock. *

*

*

*

*

. PelHl^led toood
*
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*

*

*

f These rocks are made up of

layer upon layer of parts of other rocks washed together by water or
blown by the wind. Gradually they get harder and they may include foss
ils between their layers. Sedimentary rocks with lumps of other rocks
in them are called Conglomerate (or "Puddingstone") rocks. Fine mud and

clay make up Shale, whilst shells (which you can still see if you look
at limestone under a hand lens) make limestone and chalk - over thousands ■

'of years of course. Coal is a sedimentary rock made from plants which
died millions of years ago.
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i^^agnellc H,ock]
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^octuriial &ou$e..^fiat’s ilappeaiilS?
The kowari is the first animat

you see when you enter. It is a
marsupiaty the size of a smatt
rat. It lives in central Austra

lia and spends the day sleeping
in the burrow-Can you think why?

The female may have up to six
young in her pouch at one time!

The kowari has needle sharp
teeth to catch and feed on small
mammals, birds, reptiles and
some insects.

Four black swans hatched recently. What are young swans
called? (See last month’s issue if you can’t remember.) Their
nest was built on an island in the middle of the pond near

the front entrance. It was about two metres in diameter.
Both parents took turns at sitting on the eggs for about
six weeks, and now both parents look after the young,
making sure they don’t stray too far from them.

A lyrebird chick(Why is
donated last year and hand raised,
R.A.C.V. aviary where it has settled in with the female
already there.

it called a lyrebird?) was

is now on display in the

arived from the Melbourne Zoo.A group of koalas has

AUNA PARK
(Healesville
Santuary)UN McKESIR

The spinifex hopping mouse is
one of the most popular animals
in the Nocturnal Bouse. It is

about the size of a large house
mouse but with its strong back
legs it can hop or jump large
distances for its size. The
hopping mouse feeds mainly on
seeds, but occasionally takes
berries, shoots, and insects.

These koalas will live in the red

kangaroo paddock. The display has
been especially prepared for the
new arrivals.

Koalas have teeth like rodents

that keep on growing. Thus they
must keep on grinding and chewing
to wear them down to a comfortable

length.

Several spinifex hopping mice have been born recently
and you can now see hopping mice of all ages in the
Nocturnal House.

About three years ago you may have read about the
Nocturnal Bouse at Healesville. The animals settled in well

to their changed cycle, (sleep at night and eat during th^e
Over the next few issues you will meet some new animals

and become re-aquainted with those you already know.

It is found in flat, sandy
country; desert complexes, dune
-and spinifex grassland where it
digs a deep burrow system in the
sand. Up to eight can live in

the same burrow. It spends the day in a large sleeping
burrow deep undeground. The young are born in an underground
chamber in a cup-shaped grass nest. There are usually 3-5

litter, Questions may be sent to the Education
P.O.Box 248,Heates-

day) .

98
^n a

Officer,'sir C.Mc Kenzie Fauna Park,
ville,Z777.



IVhat To Look For

ir» 'Mb uL* ins.' itj \

bfUiK* Ki.’k. a.vpH’ fktrr* incJ

StKul' .4/iJ -lug^ appcjf ,if{cr :hc juiunin
Try li* linJ M»mcnm*.

Many «p(dcr' >pin wchs .U njghi A Mudy ol
the wcb« will rovr.il a vanity nf ntphi flymi!
mcnh*- How tJo moth? find flower' M hiKlit’
Jn (Ih* houx’. cockrrxiehc.' and Mivcrfl^li are

11
tKXturnal It;cJcr> Lnolt /or the li.irniici-
native -Loekrojehc'
Mice and rat' .ire nxfem^ Look I'or die huniile-- iiui'iipi.d mouse,

fomctime- iiiKcnen d the pl( ii|:h
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On a recent trip to Ruthetglen,I came across a W
tiger snake’s skin lying near a rusty metal post it had ^
obviously used it to help it. shed its skin.Sloughing A
(slu££-ing) is something all snakes do at various times.^
Shedding is more £requent among younger snakes. Can you

think why this would be so? Injured snakes also shed u®
their skins more o£ten than normal, until their wounds ^
are completely healed. The snake £irst £inds some ^
projection to rub against. It commences by rubbing loose u
the skin around the lips. It then peels the skin back, I
turning it inside -out as it casts it o£f. If you closelyf
examine the skin you can see the transparent protective K
scales which covered the snakes eyes. ft

Generally most non-venomous snakes produce their \f
young by egg laying; while most venomous ones give birth V
to live babies. The young layed in eggs, cut their way v

out of the egg by means of a special tooth at the front \
of their mouths. This tooth is later disgarded with the ^
first shedding of its skin.

/' ''You shoutd'kab have-

bolci b woshi

\ his skiKi Was

THE CUCKOO_THAT ^SN’T: One of the
most elegant birds of the outer ^
Melbourne suburbs is a slim, pale
grey-blue bird with a black head and
chin. This chap masquerades under
the name of the Black-faced Cuckoo

Shrike;(the cuckoo part of which
obviously comes from its gracefully
undulating flight). But there the
resemblance ends. In no way does this
’’cuckoo" leave her eggs in another
bird’s nest. Her own nest is usually
a slightly saucer-shaped one of twigs and web,placed on the
horizontal fork of a branch. Often they build in the same

fork year after year. They are good friends of man as their
main diet is made up of insects, grubs and berries. Watch
for this fine feathered fellow and find out more about
him. This could lead to a search for information about the

real cuckoos and their unusual habits.

***************************************************

Crickets are probably among the noisiest of insects, but
have you ever wondered how they manage to make their songs?
Actually they sing by raising their wings and scratching

them one over the other so quickly
that they become a blur. The warmer
the weather the faster the cricket

will move and sing. With all crickets,
grasshoppers and cicadas, only the
male of the species does the singing
as the female is quite "voiceless".

An old Greek dramatist Xenarchus

once wrote: "Happy the cicades’ lives,
for they have voiceless wives".

No doubt in these days of Women's Lib.
many would disagree.

SOME SNAKE FALLACIES:

The forked tongue of a
snake is not a fang and cannot
harm you.

Snakes have no exterior

ears and are mainly insensitive
to airborne sounds, and can’t
be charmed by music.

Snakes do not like milk

better than water.
* * * * A * * * * * * *

Snakes are now protected to a certain degree in
Victoria, in that you are not allowed to kill them
unless they attack you. In the past many people have been
bitten while trying to kill snakes which have been
forced to fight for their lives. Of the 110 species known
to occur in Australia,only a small number are dangerous
to man.

M
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CONGRATULATIONS GO TO JENNIFER BRUCE FOR

THIS MONTH'S WALLY BOOK AWARD! THE
NATIVE
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Every clay Bralgah used to dance
for her people and they loved
her for the joy she gave them.

The most beautiful doncer tn the
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But many doys loter o strange new bird come shyly to their comp,
and when the people turned to look ot it, the bird begon doncing
lightly to ond fro in o way that only Brolgoh herself could donee.
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UUko am I ? iSee i£ you can >^j

unjumble the names
o£ these birdsUy li> In klnQ,
which nest on theBat not In qazzn. a

ground, on rocks,M y n<ixt in ^fiong,
or mounds:Bat not t6ttn. S

MUE, VERPLO,M y tht/id and my ta^t-
Hot in il^t bat In ^{a6t,
And my ^oa^th tko.

NSWA, BLIDRREY,

BBRRWOEI.second tn gZeam.
i
I

WHAT DO YOU GET WHEN YOU CROSS A

TERMITE WITH A PRAYING MANTIS?
QUESTION:

A BUG THAT SAYS GRACE BEFORE ITANSWER:

nEATS YOUR HOUSE’.

S!

CUord TREASURE In the Treasure Chest
1/ are 15 minerals- most ofCHEST

them gems and precious
stones. The words begin vii●V

n—n with the heavily
Iprinted letters^ except

for silver which is

already done to show
you how hard some of
them are to find.

R-E TM J A S P
t

NQE E RD

D S1. a0 0c. ii
A zpAR MA GOT A PUZZLE OR A

RIDDLE?

Send it torNature Notes, ||
P.O.Box 28, I
East Ringwood,'^

3135.
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