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Thi.6 month’6 oo\)e,K. ^{tataJUL^ thd btaatt£ul Ktng
Pa/LA,ot. It ti> me^nttonud tn "Thti ’ n'That" on pag&^ 10 and

Mix some washing soda w'ith hoi v-ater.

Stir in the washing soda liii no more will

dissolve. Hang a thread with a bn-.ton on
llic end in the warm soiutio,: .:'ia . leave ii

to cool.
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A Competttto n foA The Be^t Veitgned CoveA MtZt
be held each month and Mtnntng entAte6 u)ttZ be exhtb-
tted on ouA ^Aont coveA. It tt veAy tmpoAtant that the
entAtei be done tn btack- tnk oA texta oA btAo. Lead

penetl should not be u6ed. Please AemembeA to include
youA name, addAe^6 and age oA gAade. We Mill tAy to
u-6 e a-6 many a6 ii> po-6-6tble. The coloA will be added
to the pAize winning pictuAei> when we pAint them on the
£Aont coveA-i. The type6 o dAawingi> needed aAe one-i
showing native animals, biAdz>, tAee-6 , ^loweA6 , inz> ect-6 ,
ipideAA ,Aeptile& ,-6hellA oa -i-hAubf,. Get the idea?
Make 6uAe that the main thing in youA pictuAe it> nice
and big compaAed to the i>ize o the whole o the dAaw-
ing. Voa might like to dez,ign a po&teA type o ^{Aont
coveA-telling about the things we need to pAotect oA
action we should take to help clean up oA t>ave ouA
unique enviAonment. Have a go, it only coz>t-6 a postage
■Stamp.
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Wally cAeated some havoc last issue by hiding
the answeAS to ouA Aiddles, they aAe on the back o
this month's issue,I THINK,I...HOPE.. ?

Thanks g'o to Alison OuxbuAy ^oA youA letteA about
the Aing-tailed possum.(Vou must have E.S.P. Alison be
cause he is ,{eatuAed in this month's issue on pages 4S5.

Apologies to VaAAen HoAn ^Aom Wally- I think his
Aeading glasses must have ^{ogged up with all this cold,

weatheA we’ve been having.
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iledRing-
●^ossum.

Deaths among the
young are extremely high
with up to 3 in every 4
dying before age 18
months. Owls prey on

young possums,as well
as pet cats and feral
cats(tame cats gone wild
because no-one feeds

them) who also kill

possums. Feral cats kill
off much of the small

native animal population.
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SElfviCt
w/rtTcHep I

a

The ring-tailed poss
-urn is quite at home in
virtually anywhere
there are trees :

coast,mountain,
suburb or forest, he is
happy. The nest is
round(30 cms. in diam

eter) and ball shaped.
Often it stands out

and is easily seen.
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Still ring-tails are

one of the few which

can survive. Because

they do not live in house
roofs(as do brush-tailed
possums) or eat flowers,
it is not harmed by man.
It eats mainly gum leaves
,shoots,and berries of
many different shrubs.
Seeing eucalypts are
not sprayed it is gener-
llv safe from pesticides.
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?H£w t This HflMMeft.

A tomne/
The nest is lined

with eucalypt or tree
bark, sometimes ferns,
grasses or moss. Both
male and female build

the nest. Bundles of

material are often

carried in their coil

ed tail. It uses its

tail to help it move
about in the trees.
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Ringtails are about
60 cm. in length. As
many as 3 may occupy
a hectare in ideal con
ditions. At times -’

territorial fighting
has been seen. However,
disaster can strike if

ringtails are kept in
the same cage-they fight
fiercely,sometimes kill-
each other. Why should
they do this when they

live peaceabD^ normally?

this

as 1

Possums breed once

or twice depending on
the climate,(once in
"Vic. in winter). The
average litter is two.

Females carrying young
are extremely friendly
and groups of up to
five poosums,of various
ages have been found
sharing nests.
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-iture.to frames in our homes

-outside it lasts \vell if

treated to stop it from

rotting. We also use other

timbers from overseas such

as oregan, teak and cedar.

These imported timbers are

mainly softwoods'.

We in Victoria are very

lucky being able to grow a

wide variety of trees whose

timber can be used for

0 trier -Crionds ofi) ri

Pinus radiata

-page 25. "The

Love Of Trees"-

K.Beckett.

I

n- a iron e warmin':

T. hadndt seen

home before

tv their■::ar
/ 9

*r

OTi't a. v/^s very

>1imoresseci,

L''
■ie rouse is timber and

V;V -f- ■ifl f

mu, ^ ■■ i.rie:-; , roun /

ered^\^Shan-;,.i.n ■c. im

gum-page 65,"The
-K.Be ckett.

Red river

Love Of Trees

and resists rotting even if

o .

¥ .A It

● - .'.h T r :>oJ, J O -

look and feel of timber just

as I do.

. v...*. .i-

it gets wet, so we use it

fence posts and stumps

our homes. It is also used

as rail’.vay sleepers. One of

the other important groups

in Victoria is what is known

ordinary builders hard-

/ood. This is used in the

frames of our homes, the

floors, and many other

places in our homes,

is also made from hard-

''1 -I
f

-VO O ) '1 O
i X w-i. o u ^ J. a..Oc ,n fores to pro-

us v/ith a very v;iae

n.;-;e of ti

in
r ’.oory

different jobs. Has anyone

been to Echuca
tarra too co.bl.mv-9

in your grade

? If so, they probably

the timber from the River

Red Gum being cut in the

^ -L v/nicn
-'■me

sawmany: lavG 1 g::?g t/

'.ire 'j

ronertiec«
r' ●■f/ lei t u

AS
asN.-, u

.i.

●VI V- 11 ^ . r'

mill right on the river bank
the wharf. This deep

our tree:.;
wt; -'Wt; rs

most O-L you near

red timber is very strong
)yro'OTi j

> i
in ./1 u

Bm Taviol ould nave
V iendn 4-1

.1, ove f:-.

«
Pobson. Furnit-seen tne

pine plantar-

ions tne Victorian forestry

(Jommission has plant

This rjine or pinus raaxara

comes from California in

America and its common name

is monterey pine,

'Thiis tree grov/s quiclily

and has soft wood; we use

it in 'many things from furn

ure

wood. This timber mainly from

Mountain Ash and Tasmanian

Blue Gum. Mountain Ash (which

grows in the Dandenongs) is
the tallest hardwood tree in

.J

the world,some measured 90 m.

Can you make a collection of

different timbers and their

uses.

'J From

<'Australian

fEucalypts'
Tasmanian blue gum -page 64

The Love Of Trees"-K.Beckett. Page 7
n
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IN THE

GARDEN

see in the garden that you extended may te r.early 7

Himax tlaxima.

longl Itscm."2

1 1 robebly see maiiy things.
* ^ ^

^ * * ^ ^ =*;

r'H' Sniders will be common at
/●

(r[-f Earv/igs occur
throughout the v/orld and there

Can you find

mere than one kind? Mother

fter her eggs,

unusual occurrence among

insects. The common earwig■no

most often found in gardens

is of European origin.

mes of the year. Theort 1 ^

..-1V '■If 5 er races ever the- ground are many kind ry

-V O o

It lives in acatcii its prey.

:■ :le d. You may s /iie grcc- earv/ig looks o
cx

fWolf Spider- 1,
■■-■r carrying her young onmotr anc>«

her back. Tlie Solder is lan-coloured (abouBadge

) aud has brilliant shield■: ze 01 an ai 0

-■ -id its tummy. Its bite can be very soree

Of courrjo you know the

Cabbage V/hite- Butterfly.lae Carden Sr.ail oughtI'-j

: Australia

'.vhich

‘ley do millicnrs of doll-^rs worth

■ f lam.age evert’’ year. 'cn

feed the-I- r\

See if you can tell

from a female.

ras a maleV vy

,d been intrcducc-d. Todayrt n
X

* ^ k- ●'■? ^

re about spiders. Beware of

the Jockey Snider or Red-back ^

Spider. It }ias a red stripe on I |
back a.^.d is very venomo'-'s. il

It is usually found around old

tins in dark corners,The Leaf curling Spider is fc

easily,because it places a leaf in its web.

Mature Metes

y

f-^The Garden Slug also does a lot it

of danage in the gander JockeyPerhaps

you might find a Giant Slug. This

slug is very fond of milk and when
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GOANNA -FACT AND FICTION special if this happens to
be one of Australia's most
spectacular birds.

A few weeks ago we made
a visit to the lovely Mar-
oondah Dam and on arrival

our attention was attract

ed by a riot of color and
the

of the appetite and what 's
on the menu.

Look this bird up in your
bird book and find out about
his normal feeding habits
and life^ or better still

journey up to the higher alt
itudes and view him at first
hand.

One of the most interesting characters of the Austra-
bush is the dear old goanna. Many have been the tall tales
and true that have been told about this remarkable creat

ure. Many years ago I boarded on a farm near Numurkah and
the old farmer's dog had apparently been bitten by a

goanna several years before. He fervently believed that
the wound broke out every year or so and became re-in-
fected. This is one of the myths about the goanna's bite.
It is true however, that u^cause of his feeding habits
he carries a large amount of

bacteria in

his mouth

nouse near

kiosks. The

cause of
all this

commotion

was a flock
of beautiful
King Parrots.
We bought some
peanuts and
placed simall
piles on the tables.

'Well we've had some ravn

■ fi recently but nothing like
what they had in 1953,on

the port of Cristobal,
in the Panama Canal

Zone when it raine.d

A PERENTiE... taken from page 2198

"Australia's Wildlife Heritage'.'
KING PARROT -Page 116

"Australian Birds"-R.Hi11.

Soon several birds

alighted on tine
tables and began
feasting on the
peanuts. The next
step was to place some
nuts on our outstretched

hands, and to our delight
and surprise we all had the

unique experience of a King
Parrot alighting on and
eating from our hands.

Bird books say that this
bird is very wary and diff
icult to approach. I guess
this depends or. the state

become infected

bui once cleared up
encounter with one

A -yooinna had become

that if bitten the wound is likely
and very difficult to clear up-
properly that's it. I had an excvte-
when teaching in a rural school,
lodged on a ledge in the classroom and having ooserved
him at length thought it time to remove him with the aid
of a broom. The five foot (150 cm.) goanna lauche.d him
self at me, landed on my arm and with tremendous speed
promptly shot out the door. I'm not sure yet who had
the greatest fright. However the dozen or so wide-eyed
bush children enjoyed it no-end and I made no delay in

with Dettol-myths

naming cafs and
doc[S- but tnis^-^
IS Hdicu'ous ■

/j
w

^ The surpris
1^ are sucked

sky by a
water

rain

-d fish
up into the
whirlwind or

spout! These then
down on the earth,

of this happening have
coime from Canada and other

areas of the world. Do you
know any other unusual but
true stories like this one?

dabbing the deep scratches on my arm
not withstanding. Reports

also

A BIRD IN THE HAND.. a a D a 0 3 8 D i

'there is always something special about having an
animal from the wild come to your hand, and even more

Nature Notes......August.Page 10 Nature Notes.....August Page 11.
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6.FELDSPAR: Scratches glass easily;scratched with difficulty
by a knife blade.

7.QUARTZ: Not scratched by a knife blade;scratched with
difficulty by a file.

8.TOPAZ: Will scratch quartz;will not scratch corundum;is
scratched by corundum.

9. CORUNDUM: Will scratch topaz;will not scratch diamond.
10.DIAMOND: Not scratched by any known natural substance;

will scratch any other natural substance.

Simple tests can help the
■prospector' and the collector
identify minerals and assist

in the classifying of them.
Samples can be grouped
according to such sight

streak and 'mechanical'

way of 'splitting') and fracture

C-

features as color,lustre(sheen),
of hardness,cleavage (
in which the sample breaks.
HARDNESS

features

(the way
or

Other simple tests can be carried
out without too much difficulty.

One example here is that of feel.
Is the sample smooth,soapy or even

chalky to feel?Classifying accord-

-ing to color is simple enough but
it is not .advisable to place too

much emphasis on this as an acc-
-urate guide to identification.
The color used in this test should

be taken from a freshly broken

surface.Can you think why? The Streak test is also simple to carry

out.The 'streak plate' is a piece of unglazed porcelain,similar to

that found on the reverse side of a glazed tile(like the ones used

in kitchens or bathrooms). Frequently,a mineral has a different
color when in powdered form. When the mineral is scraped against the

porcelain this color shows up'. The lustre or sheen of a mineral is
determined by its ability to absorb or reflect light striking its
surface.Some terms which are commonly used for this test are:

When collecting samples,the collector
must be very careful in identifying
the specimens. Similar looking mat-
-erial may be confused and wrongly
identified. One example of this is
pyrite (or pyrites
These are

or iron pyrites).

various names given to the

one mineral,commonly known as Fool's
Gold.It is a yellow,metallic looki
material,often found in close

association with gold. With the help of a knife blade it i
and simple to test for hardness,

of 2.5 to 3 and pyrites has

ng

IS easy

Gold has an approximate hardness
a hardness of between 6 and 6.5 (

Moh's Scale ) A knife blade has a hardness of about 5.5
as the knife blade

see

Therefore,
is harder than gold,it will cut into it with

- Pyrites is harder than the knife blade
will not leave

ease

so the knife blade
a mark on the pyrites.

mob 'S sCALL

1 .TALC:

OYPSUM:
Easily scratched with the fingernail.

^ fingernail
copper coin.
Will

METALLIC: These minerals look like metal;eg.gold,pyrites,galena.
ADAMANTINE: This lustre

VITREOUS: Such minerals look glassy;eg.quartz.

RESINOUS: The minerals have a texture like resin;eg.opal,amber.
WAXY: The minerals have a texture like wax;eg. turquoise.
PEARLY: The mineral is iridescent like the inside of sea shells.

GREASY: The mineral has an oily feel;eg. haematite.

SILKY: These minerals look as if they are made of many silk threads,-eg.
fibrous gypsum.

EARTHY OR DULL: These have no lustre;eg. clay,kaolin

will barely mark it;will appears hard,sparkling and brilliant,;eg.diamond.
not scratch

scratched by it;is

qI-cs s ; s cratches

ify n ■ s scratched
^th dzffzculty;does not scratch felds

a
3. CALCITE:

, ^^'^^Ich copper or can he

4. FLUORITE- DolTnlt^'^^ ? f'^ngernail.
8.APATITE: Scratches
PQQG 12 by glass

or

class

wt

Page 13par.
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Stories'u'f Life"-Joann A. Lawless

; this story is

»●
S t r a n a elaker from

far as can
M £Lben

)ro i G CO/ ’? rue

K
James ‘ VJicle lost both his legs

w h i 1 e re v; a s v; o r k i n g
A man by the name of

i;i an accident v.tr.'.ch happened

rai 1V/ay in Afri

: NoijLfei»i3JaoH

|)o4.ciso!<5f^
on a

18 7 7.1 ni.. cl

ame a signalman,

do h 3. s duties

chair. He 1iv e d

his work. He liked

spare time with
baboon and v-c-rkirg

seemed 11

of his rnaste

3- h O O r , .

1 fr--, t' I

He t 1S: .r 'A

He was able to

in his wheel-

in a shack near

L') spend hi s

Jack,his pet

rfi

Holt

0 0 L
Vv

W
:4

\

X c G e,t ^(fiom thz top. wofid to
tho, bottom Mo^d by chang-
tng an& tzttzn. zack ttmz
to makz a. nzM Moh.d zazh

ttmz.		
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The answer to each one of the questions below is
an animal.

-Here's how you do them- 1 letter + what we hear with
ANSWER:(b + ear=bear)

1 letter + what you would find in a pen,

3 letters + what you need for cricket.

3. 3 letters + what you do in maths.

; I n c t j. m 0 .

rac’-'s had to' I G:heo
●' r-

: K 'nf-

(

r n C'

●V
1

m uc h x nfi \ a

he h ‘ ]. p d f I i s muster hi

C‘
Id c a r a

1.●1
sS :● a C-ears● X (A

2 .;o r K .

t. n e first animal eve rJack, an Atrican babo^’n, became

run a railv/ay'.
4.

what you use to climb on the roo:^
3 letters + what you use to un-locl^a door.

— , ^ Ofne. lehher'- WHaH uot-i
1 ry to maiCO up soms liko thisr*^ score a game9ocvt= 9oc^^

7 Nature Notes

h letter.
minus

5.

"a 7 '^y
^ i.-
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Maugkty WaLiy!!! He xHe ayi^iA)2AA to la6t mowtk^6
♦

iS
ntddlu. HERE THEY ARE:

0[POSSL^A: It laid the same egg three times!
A: The outside.

A: Because it might rain cats and dogs.

A: Because it was a watch-dog and had to wind up.
A: None.' The hairs are on the outside I
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Ml'

If o

RIDDLE LEE REE +j +jp-'li

wTiTTdTd the^
n3

C>'
My first is in beam^ 0)

farmer put & Po n
M s

But not in the pig's soreŴ 1
nose ? (U

My second is in cup^ S
>1
rC

>But not in ..

My third is in honey.

S As well as in ^
My fourth is in river

● 1U0LU>| U 1 0rai
B B

I^Unscramble these ||
;animal names:

blawlay

nagnao

psltpavy

obtmaw /

oklao }

s s ump o )

(^rngaka

s
i i
i i
.B i
i’ IAnd also in ..

^My fifth is in pod.
But not in ...

^ My sixth is in ring.
But not in ......		

My seventh is in train.

And also in track.

I'm an animal with

a spiny ..
K.—A

D 0 D

I
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I a

if
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where cbn/\
I hide -rnes^
kcuu£%/'

*AN5\a/£R
oM PHCJE 15

A

k Sk ■

iI
I a U,1

^/rii-EY seeK^
rney SEEK."

^nujf Monis,

i
mi!/ nVj?V. I?1
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