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_venom for cne sendicus case,

ART TEACHERS There <s a competition for school children
Lo design a coven forn Naturne Notes. Winning
covers will be used on our froni cover. See Last month's
editonial for details.

- A Cyre Fop THE DEanLY FUNNEL Lakeh BEOR Sabe. 928"
nEB'S DITEY "Wildlife Heritage”.
An anticle 4in the "SUN" on July 231d, 8V ERRS o WA T
reponted a break through has been made [EREE
by the Commonwealth Serum Laboratories
in the development of an anti-venom fon GIe
the  funnel web's bite. This senum has
taken 22 yeans Lo develop! How's that
forn persistence. 11t has- been success- S
fufly tested on monkeys which are ex- %
Tnemely sensitive, Like humans. At ‘
present thene 4is only enough anii-
but the
produetion 0§ 4t will be accelenrated
grom now on. By Christmas time thene
should be plenty of serum available.
This i3 when the spider danger 4is

at its peak. Finnel webs seem to

be particularly gierce aften heavy
rain. »

Recently a man Living 4in the
Ringwood area had a problLem; some-
thing was attacking his chickens.

He managed to have the offenden
trapped. The culprit was a tigen
cat. The tigen cat is now housed
at the Healesville Santuany.This
44 a demonsination of the gact
that there 4is a solution to a
problem that £is good fon man and
equally good gon the tigern caf.

Some pictures disappeared Last
monih and while 1'm not saying
Walty took them, 1've had a Litile
talhk with him and he's promised - i
that he will never "borrow" drawings,or change page numbens
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~Hobbie’'s 2ove.

At a service station in
Indiana,a man and his dog
waited for their car to be
repaired. Bobbie,the man's
dog was suddenly chased
from his owner's car by
wild dogs. A fierce bull
terrier attacked little

orw ards.

months.

Bobbie, who fled in fear. again.
Poor Bobbie BoBBIES IvcreDiBie

ran in cirecles

not knowing JOURNEY.

which way toc go.

What Bobbie 9

didn't know also SR

was that his S A

owner had been ~\__H: e

holidaying in o

Indiana. They

‘ were heading

| home to Oregon.
After searching
for hours Bobb-
ie's owner sadly
1 set off for home

heczalirgs We1<'?

d Fonne .

Adapted from 'Strange Stories Of Life'-Joann A. Lawless
("As far as can be told this story is true")

with food and shelter.
Bobb ie didn't stay long in
any place,he kept travelling
This horrible and
exhausting journey took six

But

Bobbie's owner had given
up hope of ever seeing him
Imagine his surprise

w hen, one morning

.he looked out of

his front window
to see a dog
limping up the
footpaith.

With bloodied
pavs, swollen
legs,three miss-
ing teeth, and a
lot of scars,Bobb
-ie had come home
His owner was
shocked. How had
Bobbie found his

alone.

Bobbie too, was going
home. He began a trip that
would finally take him over

‘ 4,800 km.(Further than from
1 Melbourne to Perth.) The
dog trekked across,hot des-
erts, mountains,icy rivers,
rocky plains, and farmland-:
s. He even swam the Missi-
ssippi River.People along
the way sometimes helped
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way?

Bobbie's master set out to
trace the dog's incredible
journey. Along the way he
discovered many kind people
who had helped Bobbie. No-
one could believe that Bobbie
had made his amazing trip.
But Bobbie and his owner
certainly believed it.

Bobbi e was home
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Tiger Gats.

There are 4 species
of, native.'catis. The
largest is the, tiger
cat. The quoll,the chu-}§
ditch or western nat-
ive cat and the north-
ern native cat are the
smaller members of the
species. The Geelong
Native Cat appears Sat-
urday. afternoons .anddis|
a ferocious fellow.

hettiger cat is . the
largest carnivor- (meat §
eater)ous marsupial on
the mainland.His diet
includes small wallab-
Les, darget birds , Bed-
.ents,lizards,insects
and eggs.He may grow to
a metre,in'length and
weigh 3% kgs.He 1is an
agile, glimber.

The tiger cat has an
impressive set of teethf
His ability to open his§
mouth very wide enables
himfto ' killighaite latrge
animals which he does
with a lightning-1like
bite behind the neck.
This fellow's canine
teeth stick out beyond

hhschins exgRyith his
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Once he has tasted
fowls he will return a-
gain and again and is
often trapped or shot
eventually . Heutils! re:
garded as a bloodthirsty
killer jbecauseg it will
kill all “the hems with-
i reach. 90nel thaory 15
that because of this un- |
natural caging,the kill-
ing of one causes noise
and fluttering-sparking

off a killing frenzy.
In nature, the first

noise made would make
the rest.Bily:

The ‘tiger cat is
found in the dense
forests of the east from
Cairns right down to the
south-east of South Aus-
tralia,and in Tasmania-
particularly the south-
west;its main stronghold.

Young! are*horn partly :
developed and complete ACtL“ﬂ slze IL'OOkﬁ
their development in — 7mMm like Ehis
the mother's shallow Q)
pouch. As many as six e Lo mm S

young may be reared by
the mother @t ene times
When born they are 7mm.
At 4 weeks they have
reached 40 mm: By 7

weeks brown fur and

the lighter spots appear.
12 weeks sees them cling-
ing to mum's back.

-Poge 5

Nature Notes....Sept. 1980,



Science means ‘‘knowledge” about all the things around us. You
find out by doing things, using your eyes and by asking questions.
Science begins with observation. How good an observer are you?
Look at the opposite page and answer the following questions.

How many different things are illustrated ?

How many living things can you pick out? Make a list.

How many objects are made of metal?

How many objects have names beginning with the letter M?
Make a list of the things you have seen before and say where you
saw them.

A game which tests both your
powers of observation and your
memory is Kim’s Game. Put about
two dozen small objects on a tray
and cover them with a cloth.
When everyone is ready, lift the
cloth for two minutes and then
cover the tray again. Now every-
one tries to write a list of all the
objects on the tray.

Page 6 Nature Notes....Sept. 1980.
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TRAKEN FROM SCENCE ACTIWVITIES '~ HANSON & BRIDGES,
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In 1840 surveyor James Calder descended into the great
ravine and gave the Franklin its name. The Franklin

Wilderness area abounds with adventure for those able

Lo gain access to the more secluded parts.
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Tasmania's Franklin River over recent

recent months has been upper-most
in the minds of conservationists.
At one stage the river seemed doomed.

The
Franklin?

by B.L.Archibald.
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Its flora and fauna which for centuries had
been tucked away in a 'time capsule' were to be
washed away when the river was flooded to make
way for 'progress'...man's search for future
increased energy output in the form of hydro-
electric power. However it seems the river and
its environs were 'saved by the bell'. The
Tasmanian Government decided last month that
the Franklin and Lower Gordon Rivers would be
part of a new wild rivers national park. An
"Age" reporter in Melbourne wrote," Yesterday's
decision is a major victory for conservation
over the Tasmanian Hydro-electric Commission"..
»«(The Age: 12/7/80, p.1) . We all need to
become 'conservation conscious' to preserve

and protect the natural beauty of our land.

On this occasion all parties in the discussions
worked in the end toward saving a valued and
unique part of one of Australia's last remainin
wilderness areas. '
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Photos from: "Habitat".
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Last month we mentioned Moh's Scale. Examples of rocks
used in this scale can be readily obtained from most rock

Even- The break is flat and reasonably smooth,|ike galena,
or chert.

shops(lapidary or gemstone shops). However, Corundum (No. X
9) gay be difficulg to acquire? Closer to home are these bkt The ?urfaCE é§+r?ugh e cngred o small.elevaf~
A, SRR - B e S 5 s dhdidicated @sawe I s gon§ raise Ftsdt o depressionsihol low blitsdy like
F BNGERNALLS,2.5 S e ] .

Hackl ey- The surface is rough pointed and jagged ,|ike
O 2 silver or copper. 1
GLASS- 5-5.5
KINMEERE (BILABIE = 5k 56 Earthy- A chalk-like composition that breaks into pieces
R G 5=/ as ‘diry, of ¢lay:
Sifill CONL CARB T'DES9 Srlint ery- Breaks into splinters and fibres.

When testing for hardness the
scratch made shoultd be a distinct
rather “thanhe mere surface scratch. .

CLEAVAGE ;
Some minerals split along planes leaving ;

a smooth surface. An example of this is mica.
Galena splits or cleaves in three direct-

“T like your rock

.

collection”,
. Sl

VARIOUS SHAPES FOUND IN QUARTZ

rem'sh Naltv] ntduthree cubes . Complicated cleavage is obtain- cRYsTAL . P.55 " Australian rocks cand minerals.

ed from broken calcifte which gives a rhombohedral piece. — John Child. 1
Cleavage is usually described in the following terms:

Perfect Easily obtained, like. calcite cleavage.

Good or Distinct Not as easily obtained as perfect cleavage.

Imrerfect Ball iy malirRile 1 150+ oib e s,

Bpa'? lop SDuf Predidy DV fficult.to obtain.

CRYSTAL CLEAVAGES — (Taken from page &%,
*Australian Recks and Minerals "'~ J. Childl)!
s

T GALENA “—“ CALCITE

FRACTURE :
The fracture of a mineral occurs when it
will not cleave along a plane or surface. The fypes of
fracture obtainable are described below:

Conchoidal- The surface is covered by circular or con-
centric waves,as obtained with quartz or glass.

Subconchoidal- This curved surface is not as obvious or
pronounce as conchoidal.

Details-everyday hardness,p.10;cleavage and fracture
p-12,"Where to find Australian minerals"-Stone&Butt.

.

These columns of basalt are an
example of natural cleavage.
They are six-sided.

" PHOTO:Junior Science Book of
Rock C6bllecting by P. Crosby
page 39

&

" Ndfure Notes. . "Sept. 1980, Page 11



TH

' “A ..L. Delacca

AFTER THE RAINS.....

After sustained periods of
raim it is interesting to see
what creatures come to light.

Among the most common would

be the ordinary earthworm who

seems to enjoy "swimming" a-
long on the surface of the
numerouws rivuletsi.; At night

found in Kew Gardens and
that it 1s kikedy: to have
been transported there
and to other parts of the
world from Australia.

The worm has a long
flattened body with five
dark brown stripes along

while driving

wEs lengthr:

during or ,just
after heavy rain
frogs are a very
frequent sight
as they hop a-
cross, the road
in the beams of
the headlights.
A lesser
known visitor is
the shovel-head-
ed garden worm.
Thysidfie Llow s
more commonly
found ‘after, rain
in the warmer
months, espec-
iajlly in ‘€he
Sydney region.

SHOVEL~-HEADED
GARDEN WQORM

General gr-
£ ound c¢olox
R is yellow

A above and

/ greyish be-
neath. It
gives out a
slimy mucous
as it moves
and, is_not
really nice
te Jteoueh .
However it
is carnivor-
ous and use-
ful as its
diet includes
insects and
their larval

It was first
thought that the worm had
been brought originally from
Europe to Australia as it
was first described from the
hot houses of Kew Gardens in
England. However later evi-
dence proved that it was
in Australia before being
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and young
snails. Watch out for
this unusual specimen
especially if you visit
Sydney in the wet-of
eourse it s usuwally wet
up there anyway.

Another worm which often
turns up after heavy rain

198&0,

is the Blue Planarium worm
He is normally found in dark
damp spots but dull,humid
weather also brings him out
in the daytime. He is about
6 to 8 centimetres long and
pointed at one end with a
smooth body not divided into
segments. Color is generally
deep Prussian blue (navy),
on the back but lighter on
the crawling surface. He
alsoé has a narrow white
stripe running down the
middle of the back and
sometimes the tip of the
head may be orange colored.
An interesting fact about
this fellow is that he

has no blood! The stomach
branches through the entire
animal and has the ability
to receive. food direct.
Geoplana caerula,to give him
his scientific name,is a
native Australian and 1is
found over most of the con-
tinent. I have found an odd
specimen under rocks after
long periods of wet weather.
So now is a good time to iy

look feoribhimgeor iher. a8

PLANARIUM  WORM

Nature Notes....SeDt 19oO
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In the semi-desert areas of
N.S.W. AND W.A occurs a

very tiny mysterious creat-
-ure called the sheild
shrimp from the ostracod f-
amily.As they only occurred
after heavy rain,it used to
be thought that they had
come down w:>th the rain.
Heavy rain in these parts
may only occur once every
few years.Science has now
discovered 'that the :ggs of
these crustaceans are-so
tough that they can survive
the blowing about for years
by the dry winds of the

area until the rain finally
arrives to assist with their
hatching.They have even been
known to be blown as far
east as Sydney.It is even
claimed that these eggs will
not ‘hatch wunless fir¥st sub-
-jected to drought condit-
-ions.So next time you read
of it radining.shrinmpis,don't

laugh-it may just be true!
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THIS LETTER (COMES FROM LILYDALE WEST P S.

MW {IS{ILU\, JZcmm}t
Mwbvdcm
Mun said that it could 2.

:-M. o S wan s Comxch/

EDITOR :~  Susan whaf You have.  roticed qppears fo be the

horma/ c/xanging of color of fhe gum  emperor jusk before IF
splhs ifs cocoon .

This c//sfurb./hg letfer comes From Catherine MAleep -—

W . . 2 3
My btrother was walking in the bush and found

a possum, Three weeks later wmy brother went ito see

%@&Me
Crew elfz/'oyeq/
Hour sbry,

Catherire.
Thanks.

the possum again , the passum hac died,

The tree had heen taken away and the possurn

14

was left lying there



