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I must commence this editorial by correcting

take which appeared in last month's issue,

ietter it stated that the platypus has a pouch and is a

marsupial, of course this is not true. The platypus

monotreme; 'do you know what this means? Can you name

other famous animal which is a member of this elete group?

Al i the crew at Nature Notes I iked the entries to

cover competition so much we have decided to feature

more of- them on this month's cover. Thanks to the boys

and girls of Ringwood East Primary School,grade 4F of

Lilydale West Primary School, Janet Hill and Helen Dex-

left anyone out.

In our centre page there is a good spot to get your

parents to take-you one fine week-end day. You should be

able to pick a perfect day for this walk sometime in

November.

The shape of our magazines will alter next year due

to not being able to obtain foolscap paper from the Gov

ernment Print-er. We have subsidized the costs of the

magazine to a certain extent this year, due to increased

paper costs. Nature Notes and Probe will be printed

a m I s -

SOME VERY IMPORTANT
Did you know that

the man who invented

BLOTTING PAPER got the
sack for his efforts?

His vat of paper pulp
refused to set so it

was dumped outside.

Later a workman noted

that it absorbed drops
of rain, so the mill

management dried the

pulp and sold it to the

public, which acclaimed

it asS splendid innova
tion. Meanwhile its in

ventor" was looking for

another job'.

In Daniel's DON"TS!!!!

DON'T put on a tourni
quet to arteries.
DON'T wipe or wash the
woun'H’. (The type of snake
can be determined from

the poison on top of the
skin. Pon'l~ fry to kill the

snake; ijou might get bitten.

I s a

a h -

our

some

The diagram beiovi;
shows how you can

make a plankton net.

This is really handy
if you wish to study
the fascinating world
of pond life. With a

plankton net you can

catch many tiny
creatures which live

in ponds. Things you
will need to make

this net are:

an old broom handle

old pair of panty-hose
a jar

strong string or thin
wire

a needle and some

nylon thread

t +ter. I hope I haven

Have you ever had

nightmares about being
bitten by a snake? Well
seeing this is snake
bite season, here's the
latest and best method

of treatment:

1. Keep the patient at
rest and lying down. It's
very important that they
do not move.

2. Reassure the patient.
3. Wrap a crepe bandage
over the wound and up
the entire length of the
bitten limb.Apply a splint.
4. Leave the bandage on.
5. Watch for failure of

breathing and apply
mouth to mouth resusit-

ation if necessary.

on

A4 paper next year. We will be able to keep our prices

down to the same level as they are presently. I \-Ecli'for- Old- irroa/T) handle.c *

Cocti/tangqf frame.
Knots in p9rdq_-_

Those,

PJEii^LsL
ho.^.

???????????????? QUESTION TIME ????????????????????

Sta/il-kng ne,xt month th^^z will bs. a qudttlon and anAweA

-6e.ctA.on -tn MatuAc f^otct. We, will tAij to antwzA all youA

Pa06 2 quc6tlon-6; ^0 ^taAt waiting!

Seui mto h

coefthan^n \ Jcir
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Fairy Penguin.
BiOWSEDNENMC. ISi
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YOUNG &1RCS VENTURETo SW FOR W FIRST
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4' »■The fairy penguin is the smallest of all the penguins
in the worl(j. All penguins live south of the equator. However,

only the emperor penguin and the adelie penguin live on the

Antartic sub-continent it self.

The fairy penguin, like all other penguins cannot fly.
The wings, however help it while it is in the water. How do

you suppose they are useful? He is an excellent swimmer and

finds it easy to catch small fish. These are partly digested

and this is then brought up and fed to the baby when the

guin returns from its "fishing trip" each day. The penguin

parade is world famous and well worth the visit. Adults and

children love to see them waddle up the beach to their nests
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The praying mantis is common
in our gardens. Their camou

flage and speci.al adaptions
make them the most efficient

predators in the insect u/orld.

This includes the ability to
be able to turn its head

without moving its body. It
also has interlocking spines
on its front legs which
enable it to hold its

fast. Huge compound eyes
give it excellent vision.

are easily kept as pets and
relishes any type of insect
When young they particular
like aphids, and when older
flies are a favorite meal.

They are voracious eaters,
which is good for us, be
cause they help rid us of
unwanted insect pests.

Don't Full T e Trigger!

Crass trigger
f-' r o u r: d w 2 t h i t

I j a V e r d ^ s 11 j

The TlCvu

a s p e 0 i. a i
fQcchanisrii wm ch

s p ;■ inns up
shown in the

d I ' a vj i n g when
a small

insect lands

on t e

flower.You

can ' spring '
the trigger
if you use a
piece of

g r a

spring them

al 1, tfiough ,
beeause

the plan 1
u s f; s this

'■'.nans to

plant may
s grass-1.'

c w e '●

■■ s n a \/ e

prey

a s

PraYjn,c
WnTL£ pzi?afi

mmrd] - fi. "kr/u>-
/"AouiS* ef'. fs'^saasa.

MANns.
The praying mantis is so

named because of the way
it resembles a man praying
when it is lying in wait
for its prey.

The praying mantis is not
very fussy about what its
diet includes just about
any insect. The female will
even eat the male if he is

not careful.

We often see the egg cap
sule; it is regularly seen
attached to fencs or tree

trunks. This is nut-shaped,
hard and a creamy yellow
color usually.

The young mantis moults
several times before it be
comes an adult. Its last

moult reveals its newly
acquired wings.

These insects make a fac-

inating object of study and

Imperial White Butt f Ive r

The male Imperial W li i t r
Butterfly is pure white
the upper side but when
see the underside of the
wings you can see a
b r i 11 i a n t

and black

just a gr

!j 1 a c k ni a r k ! n g.
Have you fnuno ttie

be :i db I u t

I m.: f> r ■ 1 Bu t ■ e ^ f

a ' r p;; I ^ arc ■ c
. ●●●Jh'.;re w.;u

f i r I d this?
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►
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coloring of led
The female is

er; 1 s 11 - i t e \i' > t h;
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HEDGE WATTLE (acacic
armataj This wattle, which
is found over most of Vic
toria, is a dense spreading
shrub that grows between
2-4 metres high. Flowers
are

grow on stalks longer than
the sharp pointed leaves.
It flowers from August to
November.

net i - n
■

\' f nv; :
17

'.SOMil
S. [-

eis* 1 e

probably
■ ● i I C ●

deep bright-yellow and
^ h j s
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By R.Hall
.VA.oha.6ky

● ' 1^

A

With Spring well and
truly upon us it is a
good time to take the

family on a walk. Hope

fully the weather will
be not too hot,nor too
cold.

A family walk which
\ seems to contain every

thing from plant and
bird life, to rugged
and spectacular scen

ery, is the Bushrangers
Bay walk at Cape Sch-
anck. (Dogs are not
permitted on the track.

All plants, animals,
soils and other feat

ures are protected.)
Bushrangers Bay was

probably named after

' two convicts, Bradley
" and Connor, who in

1853, commandeered a

ship in Tasmania and

ordered the captain
to sail them to the

mainland. They landed
at the mouth of Main

Creek. Later at Kil-

‘ more they were cap
tured,taken and tried
and hanged.

It would be a good
idea to take a pair
of binoculars,and a
drink. When first

setting out along the

walking track keep an
eye open for birds in
the thickly timbered
area. Just after reach¬

ing the open grassland
there is a shelter in

which you should find
pamphlets which des

cribe various points
of interest to the

visitor, as you pro
gress

st. This excellent

publication provides

heard yapping as
they feed.

Some flora "to look

for includes coast

tea-tree, coastal
beard-heath and moon-

ah. These are well

illustrated on the

walk sheet.

If you have a driv-

the cape you may be
fortunate enough to
see the red-browed

firetail finch.

This little felow has

an olive-green back
rump and just above
it is crimson, dark
brown tail,most of

the upper body grey
except above the eye
which is crimson and

it has a yellow strip
on its shoulder. The

top and underneath of
the beak is black

while the sides are

red. Growing in this

i area is clematis
glycinoides,a vigor
ous climber which has

creamy-yellow flowers
Tantoon tea-tree is

here too.A shrub to

a small tree size,its blACK SHOULDERED
flowers are white.

Stairs have been

used to carry visit
ors down to the cape
area. The fragile
nature of this area

in respect to soil
erosion is clearly

seen right through
out this part. Care
should be taken to

ensure that no fur

ther damage is caus-
by tourists visiting

this rugged and

beautiful spot.

along the coa-

RED-BROWED FIRETAIL
COASTAL TEA-TREE.

Bushrangers Bay Natur^ FINCH.

'■.Tr.

' /

C'PiatureCourtesy of National Parks
Service.

' ,5-

SMALL LEAVED I

CLEMATIS.
geological points of
note, local history of
the coast, as well as
relevant information

concerning the flora
and fauna found in the

area. In the banksia

thicket you may see
the little raven, the
grey fantail,the yell
ow robin,the superb
blue wren or perhaps
the little wattle bird.

er to pick you up
you could walk to the
Main Creek and then

follow it to the

Rosebud- Flinders Rd.

It was in one of the

open areas where we

spotted a black-
shouldred kite.

A shorter

KITE.

*. --r?.

'Vi
h

til
● V

/■

// walk to' 1

the actual cape is
very popular, partic
ularly with the young
er ones. Walking
through the scrub to

COASTAL BANKSIA.
Along part of the coast
Fairy Penguins can be

Nature Notes
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yOUR NEIGHBOURHOOD
BY F. LITTLE

(H'lounckes ctnd/ ike Lecm>es

ci4/S£> i?ke k(?me^ on/ck

feectm^ foXo/ces of siM mof^
of^ciXu/*^. As ike b-exuvtirfui^

be^^uv ter
^ ma/n^ iMe.

flies and oUien insecds
ne to Slide ike necLsur

fi&Uetv ^y^ains .

F?^ijalyptus leuooxylon v. r-osaa oLne

ti'UyS is a- ii^-eiiout
^um [rut it Is aUo a

cUjj , oL street, (X 5en»

ervd store, <x kow^ , a
TU3!Avtyy, It ket-s CL lau^
|^cp■u^oL^Ucrru. ! KV cryve.

exfbemormr yOLL OCLi%

m-eet ika uA^Uie
UXX^-

tosil^ sunUlour ^ ioplLtm:
pd^ycertL OLyuL u/kiti

In' -flies tke
su?<xll<yur ic>

^ufoUlouJ

ptunveoL konei^eahu^.

/

tUea I

A y.v l low Gui.r

Ihee^ IrircU cU'OjL for-m-

As ike UcrSSfym^ foLcLe^ tke- nAd^ rifierL- . Tkis is ttme

oo |^arfois OAtd jfu^eons to kelfU tkemeelwes.
things env urinqs . 0^^^ cr/^

ike *thieici ku^. li
UJees io hide under- Uct/rtz-

IS

kile iX iuciviw
seepATi^ gfi+ov.

'There are atso trthe*^

i‘mx»Xk anitrtoUs uduck Iuhl
unAen the kotWe . Tkese-
<sn*« ca-ioX^ O/Ti/cX ieehlte.
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^ispersdhe
eas.

-B.L.AA.ckibald.
Have you ever> wondered'how different varieties
of trees have grown in the places you see them
in the hush and how they came to he there? '
Quite often such trees are many kilometres
from any similar types. To survive a plant
must scatter its seeds far and wide or at least
provide for a steady extension of area.

to catch in other objects and dislodge the seed
so that it reaches the soil. Edihle fruits eaten
hy animals...here the seeds are protected hy a
hard stone such as the plum. Thus the seeds are
protected from chewing and the action of digestion.
In much the same way and obviously for similar
reasons, some seeds are protected hy a core.
That's O.K. of course unless the paricular animal
particularly likes to gnaw on the core such
as humans sometimes do I

Some seeds are not easily damaged by teeth as
in the case of grapes and some slippery seeds
as in the case of orange seeds escape from
between the teeth.

Hakm. '

There are four main methods of seed dispersal.
(V Seeds scattered by the wind:

Ja) Those having hairy structures, for example
wvlldios, dandelion, thistle, bulrush to
few. The seeds fall from the
This type need to reach the. soil quickly
rather than travel significant distances. Can
you suggest why?

(b) Those having 'wings'.. .pine, ash, sycamore,
elm maple, Hakea and sheoke.

(c) Those that become bulky and light such
capeweed.

(d) Those that have small seeds ,for example
orchids. The seed boxes open, the seeds fall
out and are then blown away,
(e) Those that 'rock about' ..and seeds are

dropped out of the pot. Examples here are,
the well known carnation, larkspur; or out of
pores such as the poppy,
if) Those that have flattened seeds, for
example wallflower,

(g) Those that are carried on parts of plants
that separate from the rest. These blow for
kilometres. Examples here

\
name a

thistle-down'. MWitJidtod.

SquOvting

CucumbeA.

Some birds, ( the feathered variety) digest and
destroy seeds ; others do not injure them.
Sticky seeds, common in most gardens such as
pittosporum, are particularly approached by birds.
Some of these seeds are wiped off the bill and
then germinate in the ground. Mistletoe is often
spread in this manner by the attractive Mistletoe
bird in Australia and by the Missel Thrush in

^1 Europe.
Other types of seeds' are scattered by wandering
animals when they stand on them and in doing so

W squeeze out the liquid mass which contains the
V seeds. Examples of this can be found in the

gooseberry-melons in Australia and the 'squirting

as

BuAA.- me,(iick

Coaonut. cucumber.
m BathuAtit Bum .

Man himself contributes much in spreading trouble
some plants. Weed seeds are present as impurities
with farm or garden seeds. The plants take
advantage of man 's cultivation and ripen their
seeds about the same time as the grain ripens.
Seeds can also be spread when lodged in straw
'and material used in packing other goods.

It is worth investigatitt^ other ways in which
seeds are spread. We have by no means covered all
in this brief article. For insyance, what is
he effect of water in carting seeds along?
How does the effect of "explosion' disperse
seeds? Let's know what you find out?

are grasses.. spinifex
of beaches, and 'roly-polies' on inland plains
of Australia and America.

(2) Some seeds are scattered by animals:
Some seeds can be caught on fur or clothing
as in the case of Bathurst Burr, bidgee-widgee
and some 'grass seeds'. Some hooked seeds and
fruits, by working through the flesh into fhe
animal, have been known to cause its death.

Hooks of this nature are often 'highly perfect'.
Thoy serve to hook on to an animal and also

Uatu/uL Uot(L6. .UovmbdA, 19S0.

VandeZcon.
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FAMOt WORD CROCODILE.

(D A word crocodile is made by starting

the beginning of tlie next word with the ending of the

previous word

MOBY- THE SUNBURNT WHALE.
QSNAKEBLA
pj;

For exajiple;Marineland in FZoida, U.S.A, has a performing pilot

whale called Moby. Between shows Moby likes to rest his

"chin" on the edge of his tank and watch the people. One

day in 1962 Moby leaned over the edge a bit too far and

fell out of his tank! It took twenty men to lift the half

tonne whale back into his pool by putting two big slings

around him. The doctors reported that Moby was alright

except for a few scratches and a mild case of sunburn!

Why do whales and dolphins seem

to like coming to the surface so

often?

Is a whale a fish?

Whales washed up on beaches often

die^ why?

What is the difference between a ^

dolphins tail and that of a fish

’s?

n
w

m FISH
w

>'
CM SHELL

H
O

LINERu

w

RAFTt)

1^
a

TUGBOATw
o

Eh

Zi
w TIGER SHARK
pH

Pi

KELP

Tliis crocodile could be about the sea.

etc.Ui
u

a
w

i4
a

rTF M
# cn

£j $
GOULD YOU:a

w

Pi
> (a) I'feke one up about another subject?w

a
ft)

eg. birds,animals,flowers,cars,names of towns inH
01

T >
Eh

a > your state?

(b) Use the last Tl^O letters each time possible,to

a begin the next word...OPAL

o

a

Eh to
>H

Ph

E
w D
a td

ALEXANDRITEo
a

CP
w H TETRAHEDRITE...

S I
a

? 	

SC4I7 hat nowj
weahs a

(c) Use words all of the same length,
eg. CLAW

Where do whales and dolpins breathe from‘i

Whales^ dolpins and porpoises have a special method of

o

a

fflVHaooa:>i

WAVE
navigating. Do you know what this is?

Pilot whales have the same type of shaped head to the

killer whale- a bulging forehead. Both are easily tamed

in captivity.A male pilot whale grows to about 8 metres

and females to about 6 metres.There is a pilot whale in

Marineland on the Gold Coasts in Queensland. Perhaps if

you go to Queenslan,d on your holidays^ you may be fort

unate enough to see a pilot whale in action.

November.1980.

EELS...

(b and c are more difficult but very satisfying.)

Unjumble the names of well known snakes. Answers hidden on this page
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