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THE FAT-TAILED DUNNART.. 33 Helen, Dexter

Dunnart is the name given by naturalists to a
group of narrow-footed marsupial mice.They are
not related to domestic rodents. The animal
I have drawn is the fat-tailed dunnart.lt
is small and mouse-Tike, with pointed
muzzle, large oval ears and a short, fat
tajl. Its body measures about 9 cm. long.
Its fur is ash grey on the body and white
on the belly, and there is a dark triang-
ular patch on the top of its head.

The fat-tailed dunnart and its rela-
jves may be found in most dry land areas
except in the far west of Australia¥® It
lives in grassy woodlands or plains,
where it nests under logs or rocks, ‘un-

der fenceposts or around buildings 1in
townships. The fat-tailed dunnart lives
alone or in pairs. It is active at night.

t feeds mainly on insects (especially grasshoppers) and on spiders.
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This award winning letter and great drawing was sent in by Helen

Dexter, who goes to Our Lady's School in Ringwood.
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You can see a fat-tailed dunnart first hand in the Nocturnal Display

at the Sir Colin Mc Kenzie Fauna Park.

*The dunnart is in fact found in the sou
Dunnart is actually the aboriginal name adopted by naturalists. These

L}E? %): ) ] > interesting creatures store fat in their tails. Can you guess why?
gl = i _@ They are carnivorous and in captivity have displayed an enormous
appetite- EATING MORE THAN THEIR OWN BODY WEIGHT IN FOOD IN A SINGLE
DAY! These amazing animals also have the ability to perform a type

HOIIday SuggeStlonS of hibernation when food is very scarce.
TS h‘ ****%*%********&****:(-***********************************************%*
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THE KEY

Have you ever wondered why . all the prehistoric animals
should all disappear from the face of the earth at one
time? WHY didn't a few of them survive? The ice age caused
many spectes :o vanish. The reasons are fairly obvious,
aren't they; the ice covering or killing the plant 1ife
which the animals food chain depended upon. But what about
life in the water? Even under the artic regions of ice
there is sea water unfrozen. Do you think it would be poss-
ible for some types of creatures living in prehistoric times
to be still surviving in some remote area of the sea? It's
amazing what some fishermen catch on the end of their lines.
The variety of life in the sea is truly remarkable.

One such amazing creature lived 200 million years ago.
Lt wesgthe coelacanth, (SEELsa-KanGh) . This fish <giso old
1t was alive even before the dinosaur. It had short stumps
with which it could swim or walk on the ocean floor. It is
believed to be the first animal to leave the water and spend
time on land. The oldest fossil of a coelacanth has been
dated as being alive 70 million years ago. Scientists be-
lieved that this creature had long since vanished from the
world. THEN, 50 years ago a fisherman startled the world!

o In 1938, the cap-
tain of a fishing
vessel hooked a
~strange fish about
g 7o metres- below the

surface of the Ind-
ian Ocean. The fish
was about 1% metres
long,weighed 50 kgs.
and was steel blue
with very large

Asove:- A coelacanth. scales.

3 £ T The fish was taken
Riarr 8- Pro essor‘ = to a South African
the man responsikle For museum. The fish-
irs identificakion & cap- LOOKED 1like a coel-
Fure . Pictures-"Purnells  ~_; | acanth, but how

»

£ | o OF Animal | could that be? Alas,
N i i ; the peculiar fish

Life! pAaEs 483 bugl. = -- :
died a few days lat-
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TO ‘NESSY’?

it could be identified conclusively (positively)
2 giZiZeAfrican scientists offered a reward for anyzni
who could catch another SZCh fish. It took 14 years,bu

re finally rewarded.
the%hzefisi was gositively identified asﬁa.coelacanth. .
It was caught off the eastern coast qf Africa, and griz -
ed by scientists as the most astounding discovery of the
Gen;ZZ%'has this got to do with the chh Ness.monster?_
One theory about "Nessy', is that it is a ancient sgegtes
trapped in the loch.Underwater photographs trz%gep? ye-
movements in the Zaggz, ha?i.showf a strange shape; som
L Lch looke 1ke a ipper!

th%?g ?Zé?,a Japanese fishing beoat brought up part ofh
a recently killed animal. Unfo?bunately, they threw t ?t
animal overboard. Luckily, a picture was taken befoze T
left the vessel. Scientists believed 1t could hzve zez
a plesiosaur. Below is a copy of the picture taken. 5e
what you can find out about the plesposaur.
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SURVIVAL  gn

‘Have you ever thought or dreamed about
elng losST +im very dry country? Earliy, ex=
plorers found that surviving in the outback
was very difficult. A few died trying to
conquer the dry country. The Bourke and
Wills expedition met with tragedy. Perhaps
you gould do a project about their journey.
See if you can find out how they could have

saved themselve
A long time
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south, using Southepn CrossS.

ing frem Wildlife Heri-

e Outback.

eucalypts and banksias of great length loc-
ated near the surface and between 3-6 cms.
thick are a good scource of water.The best
time to dig fthese up is in the morning.
Water can be distilled from salty wat-

DIRT TO ANCHOR PLASTIC SHEET
PLASTIC DRINKING TUBE — 2%

er. The still below can also be used to
extract water from the ground and leaves as
shown below. Tracks of kangaroos,cattle or
sheep may lead to water.Seed eating birds
such as:crested pidgeons,zebra finches,gal-
ahs,etc. often travel to or from it in The
mornings and evenings.
Feeling Peckish?
Tey oM bichiehy, grubs !t (Lizardsicf all kinds
can be eaten,as well as snakes,termites and AR 56 8
grasshoppers. Wild oranges are a native I s S
favorife. | IR _
Sometimes it helps to just sit down and ;‘i;;;:”f
think.This often calms you down and allows |~ e
you to act without panic. - A FEAST ! This
A box of matches is very important. A Fermite mound con-
fire can be |it and this can be seen from fains plenty of Food.
a long way away.
One of the most important things to do if
HOW TOMAKEA STILL you must move is to make sure you maintain
the same direct-
lomeP ek an Ob-
Jeet jnithesdirs
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another.|f the
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T How many of them can you recognize? A
%)"Did you know that shellfish are not fish at all? They are really ¥
2 called MOLLUSCS which means “soft-bodied” and even includes the garden
\ > snail. This helps to explain why most of these animals carry a hard shell.

N 7 The molluscs pictured here belong to either the bi-valve or the uni-valve group.
Molluscs generally have a large muscular foot which helps the animal to glide over
¢ seaweed or is used for digging in the sand or anchoring itself to rocks.

...=7F% Some shellfish live on seaweeds, others are carnivorous (meat-eating) .

«gkiz Different molluscs like to live in different parts of the seashore, so to find them you
Q§&' will need to look under rocks, in rock pools or in the sand. Sometimes they get washed
up on the beach. If the shell is occupied by a creature, take care. Some shellfish
" (molluscs) have stinging barbs which can inject a nasty poison. Other sheils, when old,
=it sometimes become the homes of other sea creatures, Can you think of an example?
2FE55 Man has put shellfish to many good uses over the years. Not only do many make good

=¥ yrom

§;§Qé§* ‘eating but the shell has been used for money, to make buttons, jewellery and other
S22 =2 o ornaments. See 1f you can find out what the ancient Polynesians used the
i c#x, Triton shell for., After you have collected your shells you may like to
il 4 - amuse yourself making shell jewellery or ornaments.

Ke;%éﬁ%? T Happy hunting, and remember.
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] THESE CREATURES HAVE APPEARED IN
” ' a a" Ers IN NATURE NOTES THIS YEAR, CAN
YOU IDENTIFY THEM?

Live cone shells, although
they look pretty they should
NOT be handled. They have a
poisonous "tooth". This poison
has killed s.ome humans so it is
W extremely important that you
#® don't touch these live cone
shells.

If someone does get stung
Bl first-aid should include - a
" tourniquet placed above the
wound as soon as possible, as
the venom paralyses artificial
~ respiration could be needed as
> well as treatment for shock.
Of course medical help should
¥, be sought immediately.

The cone shell has this
poisonous "tooth" to kill its
prey. Its prey is rapidly
paralysed and the cone shell
1 o R 0¥ o then draws it into its mouth

Cone Shell. and swallows it whole.

The BLUE RINGED OCTOPUS 1is
another colorful mollusc that
kills you.

This little eight legged
credture is fascinating as it
able to change color from a
dull, dark blue rings on a
brownish,yellow body, to a
.bright peacock blue. So it is
very tempting to touch,
especially by little children.

Its poison also paralyses like
the cone shell, and so first-
aid will also be artificial
respiration and IMMEDIATE
medical help.
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PHOTOS :Thanks to ‘Wilson's — ... - 5
Promontory National Park’' ==’ ' snn s
By S.an . Fil s el

One of my most pleasant

R i £ ¥ memories 1s of a bushwalking
e 1 2 g and camping holiday spent at

+ S h? the Prom'. It is difficult

to forget the masses of
Crimson rosellas that land
without a second thought on
the hands and heads of any-
-one offering them the sun-
flower seeds they love.One
rosella my sister can never
forget made itself far too
comfortable on her head-with
disasterous results!
The tame Crimson rosellas are
only one of a large number of
Promontory National Park.Victoria's second
largest national park,the Prom' is 241 kilometres south-east of Melb-
—ourne (only 3 to 4 hours drive). Camping facilities at Tidal River
make it a popular week-
-end holiday spot.

nnnnnnn

Named by Governor

Hunter after Thomas
Wilson (a London mer-

- chant who traded with
Australia),the Prom'
began as an area used
for sealing and timber
felling.The still used
Lighthouse was built

in 1859.Millions of
years ago,at the end of
the -last ice age, the
water level in Bass St-
-rait rose by 50 metres.
River valleys were
drowned and only the
higher parts were left
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BY D.BRYDON

uncovered as
'fingers' in the
sea.With all but
the high points un-
-der water,the Prom'
became a group of
islands separated
from the mainland.
Yet over the years,
sand blowing betw-
-een the islands
caused sand to gat-
-her between them and eventually the Prom' again became part of the
Victorian mainland.How does the map on the left side of this page
help to tell this story?There are several well marked and easy walks
close to the Tidal River area.Although the (3 hours return)Mt. Oberon
walk is the most popular with day trippers,the quieter Lilly Pilly
Gully track (2 hours return) is my favorite.The signposted track
begins on the main road,2 kilometres on the Melbourne side of Tidal
River camping area.At first,the track passes through heathland in
which clumps of Brown Stringbark,stunted Peppermint,Hill Banksia and
Silver Bankstia may be seen.For those of you who aren't sure what

a heathland area is,the word heathland describes an area of sandy
sotl and low growing plants.One plant you are certain to see in this
area is the well-named Prickly Tea tree.Common throughout the Prom’,
this shrub has pointed leaves and white flowers in summer.Also grow-
-ing along the track is the Prickly Geebung,with its short narrow
pointed leaves and golden,curled,tube-like flowers in clusters along
the stem.Soon the track passes from heathland into shady forest.Here,
ferns and orchids grow in the rotting leaves (humus)of the forest
floor.Australian Clematis twists around the trunks and branches of
the trees.As the track curves around the lower slopes of Mt .Bishop,
the forest becomes much wetter.The giant Bluegum is easy to recognise
by the large powdered gum nuts scattered about the bottom of its
enormous trunk.The Lilly Pilly,after which the track is named,has
eye-catching fleshy pink berries hanging in heavy clusters amongst
firm glossy leaves.Some of you may even have these trees in your
garden at home-they are quite popular.A small clear stream which
eventually joins Tidal River marks the end of the Lilly Pilly track.
Before heading back the same way,walk the pretty little loop track.13
Wilson's Prom'is surely one of the best places for a summer holiday.
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