
■pm Illustration of'a THREE
HjaV FRUITED RED IRONBARK:

^ hu S.Kelly in "Eucalyots
Vo I. II, pub. Tho,r. Nelson

●4

0
yf-r--'



EDITORIAL
Hdllo thzfid, Thli month’^

Natuyie. Not&6 ti> a ^p&ctaZ
t-iAue to iitdfit you thtnk-
~'ing about ttee.^ . Soimttm&6
tvo tako, th& tn.Q,zi> abound

U.-6 (^o/L Qh.antzd and don't
i,top to tktnk u)hat a d/iab
and Ztial2.i6 mo Aid tt
would be without them.

Vo you havQ.
ta.ee? PeAhapA tt ti one youftf^
can cltmb up, to hide i^aa
away £a.om the woa.Zd tn tti>
leal^y gteen bAanche^ . Pea.-
-hapA tt t-6 a beautt^ul.
ptnk btoi,6om tAee you pan,
on youA way to school tn
the i>pAtng.0A peAhapi, youA
^{avoAtte t,s,Ztke mtne,a
Ltqutd AmbeA when the teav-
-ei> tuAn thetA bAttZtant

Aedi,gold6 and bAown^ tn
the autumn.

,Uol.9JJo. 1

A pubttc meeting wa& held at
AAm-idale AecentZy and thoutandi,
oi doZZoAi, have been Aat6ed to
f{ind out why Eucalyptus Vteback
is happening.

It was the bee keepers
who i^t/ist noticed that some-
-thtng was wiong.About ten
yeoAS ago,thelA bees began
pAoductng less and less
honey.Something was happen-
-tng to the ^lowetlng gums
that, the bees visited ^oa
thetA po.tlen.

The bee keepers oi the
Mew Englayid oAP.a In Mm
South Wales had discoveAed

the be.glnntyiQ a tAee dls-
-ease known as Eucalyptus
Vteback.foA some unknown

■teason,the eucalyp.ts {oa gum
tAeesj In ■the.it. aAea wejie

dying. FoAmeAS and towyispeople
became woAAied at the. sight
oi thoisayids timeless
tn.ee skeietoyis whejie. theA.c.

used to be stAong,healthy
tAees.

TAees aAe tAuly amaz-
-Ing.While Aeadlng about
them loA this Issue,I came
acAoss so many InteAestlng
'snippets’! did not have
Aoom to Include.Foa

Instance,can you guess how
ol.d the oldest living tAee ^
ls?See the back page ^oa a.nH|||||
answeA that will astound you
TAees dAe In the news quite o^ten these aa^s .WhetheA
OA not an aAea should be logged Is a common aAgument.
Some people aAgue ioA It,some against.What soAt oi

■ things do you think they would say? What do yo
thlnkf^aybe 1 could leave you with the task oJ~^lnd-
-Ing out moAe about tAees and what Is happening whey>
they 'hit the headlines'.ckeeAlo ioA now,

VebAa BAydon

Until they i-ind out: ^oA
S'Me.scleyitlsts can only make
guesses.Some blame the mistle
toe, a plant that lives on and
^eeds of)i) the balk oq gum .pieas,
OtheAS blame the lea^ eating
Clpustmas beetle.Some blame

shee.p and cat-tZe io.A squashlyig
down the gAoand, stopping watei.
soak-ing down to the tAee's Aoo.ts.
Still othpAS blame diought oA
^eA-tillzeAs,while some say -it. Is
a iniKtaie oq all .these thangs.
Let's hope,anyway,that the peop.le
o]{ Mm Eyigland ale not' ic^t
without a .tn.ee in siglv .What
a dieadiul .ihaugh,::

.... t

a

Paqe 1
2r rjqi'’

A RfNGWnnri IN'^PFCTORATF PIIR! 1 cat I oni\iATIIRF NOTFR



HUMANS AREN'T THE ONLY ATHLETES WHAT ABOUT THE

TREE OLYMPICS? litter, the extra food
makes the fig go wild.
More and more roots grow.
They become thicker and
thicker until they cover
the trunk of the unlucky
'host

' host

fig remains as one of the
largest trees in the
rainforest.

BY D.Erydon
A GOLD MEDAL WRESTLER:'

THE STRANGLING FIG

Vv ;

; * U*

tree.Finally,the
tree dies and the

You don't need to

go to Montreal or Moscow
to see this gold medal
winner of the tree

world.In the tropical
rain forests of Northern

Queensland,the struggle
to survive is desperate.
In the human Olympics,
people compete for their
countries to win gold,
silver or bronze medals.

In the rainforest,the
competition is more a
matter of life and

death,with hundreds of
different plants and
animals competing for
space,food and light.
One of the raost success-

-ful com.per.i tors is the
Strangling Fig.The fruit
of this tree is eaten by
birds and flying foxes.
The seeds are then drop-
-ped high in the crown
of another different

tree.There they germin-
-ate (begin to grow),
finding their water and
food in the little bowls

formed when the branches

jut out from tlie tree
trunk.As it grows
larger,the small fig
sends out its string -
like roots to the forest
floor below.Once the
roots reach the leaf

THE GOLD MEDAL UNDERWATER
EXPERT: THE M>\NGROVE

Mangroves are partly cov-
-ered by the sea most of
the time.The area they
live in is usually muddy
and marshy.This makes it
hard for the mangrove
roots to get enoiigh of

THE SILVER MEDAL

THE UNDERWATER EXPERT:-

the air they need through THE RIVER RED GUM
the thick mud.So to help jn some parts of Australia
them get enough air,the
roots send up breathing
tubes:these are the

spikes you see in the
picture.

it may not rain for sev-
-eral years.Then all of a
■sudden, in the space of a
few hours,the rain will
teem down so hard that

the rivers flood.They may
stay flooded for one day

.-or maybe two or three

^^months.The River Red Gum
‘^is quite at home in 5 or

1- 6 feet of water , sometimes

^ even more.The trunk has a
TAvremarkable habit of send-

-ing out roots into the

^I^flood waters.These roots
* '^become useless when the

' '.flood finishes.River Red

'.A
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‘'‘'T'v'Gum wood is valued by
builders because it does

t.his page are
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not rot easily if buried
in the ground.This makes
it ideal for the stumps
of houses.
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N in the years to come,visitors to Phillip Island mil rest

in the shade o£ different (and more carefully chosen) gum 1
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Koala mums living on

Pliillip Island have

a problem.Unlike the

ca

By gum, it's on |ET3
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Maybe some of you
might feel that Mr
Echberg is going ^

■ just a bit too far §
but those of you
who have a favorite

tree will under-

-stand.Trees have §
always been an im- S
-portant part of ^
our surroundings, g
People can easily g
become fond of

£ their trees and

n think of them as

in a shoe,they don't

have enough children

Koalas living in

otiier parts of Aust- ^
'i C3

! -ralia usually have S
areiind nine babies.
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n;: koalas on Phillip S

island are lucky if S

they have one or two ^

babies.To stop koala
i;	

dying out altogetlier »

ion Phillip Island,scientists have rushed to the

rescue.Mr. Stephen Brown,a vet from Q).ieensl£ind Uni- «

i -versity,is one man working to save the koalas.He

S believes that the koalas’ problem is caused by the

S sort of gum leaves they eat.Many years ago,both the i

koalas and tiie gum trees were brought specially to

Phillip Island.Mr. Brovai is almost sure tliat these

HS gun! trees xvere the wrong sort for the koalas,So that s*he caji find out for sure, radio collars are being
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having a special
part in their lives,s
For examplejthe
King Charles II
Oak tree in Hnglandg
is now protected by^
a metal spikefen.ee.
This is its reward

for saving the 1i£^
of one of England's^

' kings when he hid
UP, up and awayl The after losing ”
salvaged armaSns of the Country Roads Board' “
ICormar# flats gam is on workers agreed ot loau “ uaxxie.uaK nppie
the move ot its new England cel

h©m® few hundrad pf pro^tdt the tree's -ebrates the day
yards awsy. impendiBgdcosn. . when the king fin- g

ssiHMjymBn Mr /nepruiisd stamp oti& _'ll v rptiiTTSPri to
Geoff Echbfijg lias success- eight bSiiiB to remove and ally rexurnea XO
fully saved the tree he relocate at (Jie eamss <rf throne in 1660.9
plaEted mem thaa 30 years Mamage R4 and Meloaa. i

Av®ue. years laxer,
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ESfitted to all female koalas.These collars xvill tell iShim v/here the munis go and what they are eating.Maybe “
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ago.
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n
here would we be 'f
Ithout trees?

BY D. BRYDON

y The most famous ^
7 medicine that comes\
from a tree is quinine/
This comes from the —

cichona tree of Sth. \
America and until the

1940's,was the only drug
for treating malaria.
What is malaria? /

: WITMA PROHASKY/y

There are a thousand and one reasons why humans
need and have needed trees.Look around you.Find
at leas

[%r V\v

%

^ ’’"hank goodness
for the

cacao

'v tree I

Dom't

thaHk Hie, 'I
k tliank cflie S

\ CicUoha
T~\ twee. ,

l»>!/

■AV

The Indians of South America

obtained curare,an arrow I
poison,from a tree.The

poisoned dart paralysed,
then killed

^ almost

away. /

People's ear: est tools
were made of’stone.When
they learned**:o use wood,

I the hunters fould kill
/ animals thatH;ere further
^ away.

Y(pu saved

wiy 1 i Fe, ^
\ doctor, j

As far as we know,only the planet
Earth has trees.What two 'tree

ingredients' does our planet
have that Mars or Saturn do not?

*<3

ihat happevls^
iF ive Fall out P

H

^ The rubber tree is tapped for
f its milky.white latex (sap).Can
you think of at least 4 things you
use that are made from rubber?

Z Would our
'A planet j
A survived

y with- V
A .‘-out

y trees?Why or

\^^why not?

is often said to be

( the first great invention.
How did trees help in

the human discov-

-ery of fire?

^The first canoe was
built out of a hollowed

^ log...then paddles and
oars. ^

The

bark of the

sapodilla
tree of Central

America is slashed

for its chicle:the

main ingredient_a£
chewing

22
How do trees help to
keep our air fresh? You kwo^bbis

WQndy,Rocd^
i

/

Why should trees be grateful to
those of you who don't waste

W9:>7?777mA. r-VTTrrnsrWmrtyX

^ The first wheels were probably round tree stumps.
Only much later (only 5 or 6 thousand years agol)

did wheels with spokes appear on the scene.' Page 7 f
P&ge ®
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A hijge baobab tree near the
town of Wyndham once helped
to protect the people of the
area from dangerous criminals.
While travelling with a
suspect through bush country,
the police often kept their
prisoner securely inside the
tree hollow for the night.

l\)hat the police (and probably | if you're confused by this
the prisonex) didn't l<nov.; title, don't worry. You'll he

that the baobab trunk, joining hundreds of Australians
T.dio are already confused about
gLiin trees (even if they don't
Imow it) .l\lhen the botanist

Joseph Banlcs visited Botany-
Bay in 1770 -with Captain Cook,
he noticed trees widi a rreacle-

5g frtm chem.
' tucalypts but

■rnor Fbillip,the CQurj5;y's
■er r.'h.led them gum

trees in a letter he latei'
. Banks.FrOTi there tbs

Trd.st:ake was made time and time

again.So to undo the confusion,
let me explain.Did you know
that there are 6 main sorts of

eucalypts?Oniy one of these
sorts ane true gums.lDST I'eal

gumi5 ha-'/e sn)ooth bark vAaich s'neds
off eveiT novj and again in thin
flalces or strips,They also have
different Ccips on their fruit to
the other eucalypts .Eucalyrpts
vhich are not gums have thicker,
rougher bark (usually) which
splits wijth the treds growth and
does not peel off.See if you can
find a true gun and a 'confused'
gum in yotjr neighborhood.

by D. Brydon
STOP THAT rot:

Although the sapwcod (or |
the main inside part) of a |
tree is the most important I
part for loggers,the bark |
has its uses,too.This is |
beca-use bark is used as the |
tree’s rubbish dump.As a |
tree grows,wastes called \
tannins collect in the harlz I

where they can do no harm.
Ooce in the bark,the tannins

,p tc preserve the tree. I
by'- 'stopping the rot' Of
course,it didn’t take

humans long to figure out
the lasefulness of bark.For

many centuries, tannin has
been extracted and used in of Australia's most

unusml trees is the baobab.

Found only in the northern
area of Western Australia and

in the Northern Territory, it
is sametimes known as the
'bottle tree'.It’s not hard
to see wily.The baobab’s

IS A GUM NQI A GUM?

ivas

if cut,oozed out a vdiite gum.
This was mixed,by^ -the abor-
-iginals ,wlth other iPigred-
-iants to malce a strong
alcohol-like drink. And to

cap off the di'ink witli a
me.-il ,the clever fellows

then si t dfX\Ti and pol-
i'f the baobab seed

like gum oo
Tfiese trees w

rr

-xrc-

Govm

ii ilo arid seeds included!A PRISON OR A PUB? ;3^

f.vTot:e

the preparation of leather.
As well as preserving
animal skins, tannin makes
tliem more supple (and
so much more ccmfortable to

wear).The process,by the
waygis Icnotni as tanning-its
not hard to guess where the swollen trunlc is full of
word ’tan’ comes from, is wa.ter to help it throu^ the

many hot months without rain.
Thirsty aboriginals and
birds must often have been
grateful for a drink of
baobab water.In fact.whole
'tribes may even have been
grateful,for one baobab
alone can produce up to 360
litres of water! What a pity
the luckless Burke and Wills

didn't find (or maybe didn't
',e know about) &e tree that
f -would have saved their lives.

I

I

it?

Fi^o's -TA
7,
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How to Identify Suoa-iypts

Although there are over 5G0
different types of eucalypts
in Aiustralia,don't be afraid
to make a guess at what sort
of euaalypt a tree might he/
even though it might he diff-
-iault to find out ivs exact
name.IRONBARKS are a 'family'
of eucalypts which have deeply
furrowed bark which is almost
a blackish color (hence the

name ironbark).

hin3S to rind out or. do
about TRtES

/

. - In the spring,a tree grows
quickly an.d produces light col- ●
-ored wood. During the summer,wheri-^
the wood grows more slowly, the
wood is darker.tne dark areas form
ri:igs. Find a 'slice' of tree.Often\,
'slices ' are used in people 's gar^)^^
-dens as stepping stones.Maybe youl
could find a tree stump.Count the '
number of rings to fi'nd out how

: many summers old the tree was when
it was

t.

5
5

,5
i V

f
;/i ■

nie hark of the STRINGYBARK 'family'
on the right) can he easily pulled

in long stringy strips.The color
t-'he baj‘k can be anything fro,m grey

to red-brown.

■

cut down. The tree 'slice' in

the picture on the right shows that
the tree it comes from was nine years , . .
?lr^:. .*●●●■ .; Look at some wooden floorboards, some '' '

' . wooden wall panelling or any wooden
I ● Jurmture.Can you see the knots in

I , it? Knots are really the pTaces in
! ●the trunk where the branches grew

I out from,

● Hundreds of everyday’household',-^
‘ school and factory items are made-.
● from wood.Many of them have been _

.* changed so much that they look
nothing like wood. Make a list of

i ’● all the items you know that
● , made from paper.Could any of these '

● things he made from anything el
but paper?How would your life
change without paper? Write

I short story about the day paper
/ rqn^ oyt^ forever. ● .. , _

:J

The- bark of the BOX 'family ’ of
eucalypts is described as flaky or
scaly I see the picture on the left).

are

se

a

The bark of the GUM ’family 'of eucalypts
is smooth,usually some shade of grey or
cream.lt sheds every now and again in
ribbons or large thin flakes.In some of
the GUMS,a darker non-peeling hark might
be seen on the lower part of the trunk

but this gives way to smooth bark higher
up the tree-

Plant a tree! Trees make our environment much more

beautiful and provide not only a home for animals hut also
shade for hot people in the summer. Perhaps you could plant
an acorn in a small pot. Of course, it will take a long
time for a shoot to appear (maybe 12 months) but once the
baby oak is eventually replanted into the ground it mil
beautify the area for maybe thousands of years. Just imagine
your gre.at,great grandchildren visiting and sitting under
t’ne tree unu rdanted as rm. nenm! ●4 A
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BY D. BRYDON
FHE TRAGEDY OF QUEENSTOWN I I I I

In the years between
1896 and 1923.eleven
furnaces worked hard
smelting all the cop-
-per.To fill these
furnaces.hundreds of
wood cutters were

given jobs.Around 3
million tonnes of tim- \ \\
-Per were cut from the
nearby hills and fed \
to the flames.This
was the 'beginning of
the end' for the trees.
It would have been
alright if new trees could have grown up to repi-
-ace the old ones but the sulphur fumes from the
copper smelters killed all the young plant growth.
It wasn't too good for the lungs of some of the
Queenstown people.eitherj'1

1
\ nob wuch I
/ choice in

\ I tke. menu /
W hewe. /

-A
W V

If an astronaut landed by mistake on the
hills around Queenstown in Tasmania.he could be
excused for thinking that he had landed back on
the moon.This is because these hills are bare-
the greenery that used to clothe them is gone.
Only dirt is left and even that is blowing or
running off the slopes because there are no
plants to hold' it down,

c happened to the Queenstown hills?Weli.
it all began when a fellow called Cornelius Lynch
found gooa gold in a creek about seven kilometres
from Fit. Lveii (the main hiil outside Queenstown).
Seven years later.the Fit.Lye
was formed.For ten years.the miners worked away
on the nt. Lyell ore but didn't bother about the

thousands of tonnes of copper that were mixed in
with it.Someone must have woken up to the value
of copper because in 1893 the Fit. Lyell Mining
and Railway Company was formed to mine it,

T
\5..

I

1

■F
&

f
11 Geld Mining Co.

After a few years of this.the poisonous sulphur
had 'soaked' into the soil of the hills and into
the dead stumps.When bad bushfires raged through
Queenstown for a few years in a row.plant life
was almost finished off.Then rain.the rain that
usually brings new life and new growth to the bush
finished the trees off altogether.Because the soil
didn't have any plants growing on it to hold it
onto the hi 11.most of the good 'plant growing'
soil was washed downhill into the Queen River.

Today.Queenstown is still a town without trees.
Even though the copper smelters don't need wood
to keep the furnaces burning any more.the damage
done by the miners sixty years ago cannot be
easily undone,Even though some plant life is slow-
-ly creeping back to some ports of the hills.the
bad bushfire of early this year (1981)will have
killed some of this off again.

(

■.f
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A BRISTLECONE PINE IN In1EVADA,U.S.A., IS BELIEVED TO

Have you ever ^pent a Saturday or Sunday afternoon
watcning the old movies on television? Some of the more

ejcciting ones are about adventures in the desert-USlially
the Sahara Desert in Africa. Lawrence of Arabia is an old

favorite many people would knoi^r.Anyway,someixfiere :m the
story sctnebody manages to get stranded vuthout water in
the hot desert dunes.As they gasp along looking for an

oasis,I always thinlc that soneone should ranind them that
if it weren't for people's actions the desert would not

be there in the first place.
Rock carvings and paintings done by people thousands

of years ago show that the Sahara Desert used to be a

forest area,with plenty of rivers and lalces.There was

plenty to eat and drink for the herds of giraffe and ele-
-phant that lived there.People began to give up wandering
around,hunting animals and collecting berries and other
things for their food.Families stayed in the one spot
growing their own crops and keeping animals .After a while,
the families became good at this and grew more food than
they needed.This meant that not everyone was needed for
the growing of food.The 'spare' people went to the cities
and towns to do other jobs.The cities grew larger and lar-
-ger.When they ran out of food,the city people sent their
powerful armies to the Sahara to get more.So they could
feed thanselves,as well as the city people,the Sahara
people began to graze too many animals on the land,meaning
that a lot of the new plant growth was killed off .They also
began growing the same crop year after year in the same spot.
This made the soil grow 'weaker' and 'wealcer.' Eventually,all
the plant food in it was used tp.Young plants were 'starved to
death' as the Sahara Forest slowly became the Sahara Desert.
Page 15


