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Hzllo thzAz, i'.

Gzt youA gumbooti> c.nd Aatnzoati Azady
,(GA acttonl Tht-i month’6 ’ NatuAz Notzi’ ti looktnq
at thz bazkyaAd In wtntzA.Wkat on za.Ath coald bz
a ntZAz^AUng about thz bazkyaAd tn auntzA you might i
aik iThz tAz.U havz loit thzlA Izavzs and thz ^toz^zAtp
that bAtg h~ I'^^tz n up SpALtng and SummzA havz. dt^app- ■
- zaAAz.d. Aaz\ \thzAz any ^{^wzAi> .in youA gaAdzn ^tt.tZ -i

tn bloom? What aAz thztA
namz6?

AytzA a Loholz moAntng o,f
lt6tzntng to Wally Wombat
zomplatn about nothtna to

tndooA6,I iznt him
out&tdz.kftzA two

^ houA6,I a6kzd him tn
again.Vtd you know-thz
zontAaAy animal Azfu-Szd to
movz?Wally wai having

thz tlmz of hl.6 llfz.
ThzAz li ^o muzh to

do and -6zz In thz bazkyaAd,
I w'on't bz bazk ’til

6ummzA”,hz yzllzd. Two zjzzkt
latzA,hz’i> 6tlll out thzAz.
What zan you find to do oA

NSTEAD;Use a 50/50 mixture ofJito look at In ljoua bazkyaAd?

brown sugar and water.J'W^U-te and tzll tu hzAz at
NotZ-i ’ .
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bz-i>t nzitlng ^iltz&
hlAd^ aAz Izft only with thz '.izAap6'-
pzAhapi a nz^tlng -iltz IcwzA down thz
tAzz whzAz othzA natlvz anlmali zan

find thz zggi.StaAllngt al^o havz many
bablz-i than othzA blAd6 and aAZ able

to zAowd thzm out vzAiy quickly.
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mo Az.NEWS FLASH\

\ Attention all bird /
feeders:Any honey/

mixture used to feeT“
native birds should not be

'S^^laced where bees can 1an^
land on it.This

^spreads the disea^X„^
^ American foul-broo^

This is again-|®
~st the law in

/i^ictori,

Unllkz /Some natlvz blAdt „-itaxiingt aAz ablz to zat
many dlffzxznt foods.How would this hzlp thzm to
spAzad to nzw plazzs? Thz hugz and zmpty Nullabox
Plain has so fax kzpt staxllngs out of Wzstzxn Aust-
-xalla.In 1972,and szvzxal tlmzs slnzz thzn,staxllngs
wzAz AzpoAtzd along thz south coast of W.A. as fax
along as Albany.L\ost of thzsz wzxz dzstxoyzd by
faxmzAS.Gxapzs and gxaln aAz tizo favoxttz foods of a hungxi
staAllng swaxm.In CalifoXnla,whzAz thz wzatkzJi is
slmllax to ouA own,flocks of 50,000 staxllngs axz
zommon.No wondzA thz Wzstzxn Austxallan faxmzxs axz
so afxaldl

Today,pzoplz woxklng fox thz Agxlzultuxal Vxotzzt-
-lon Boaxd patAol thz Nullabox dzstxoylng any wandzx-
Ing staxllngs thzy szz.Pzxhaps thz natlvz blxds of

Wzstzxn AuStxalla can fzzl safz-fox a whllz. page 2
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SNOOPING ON SNAILS = ————

T7at-^v %, ^ a bottle.The bottle should have had
aground inside it first,so that thrSaS

sg sSilT ^
Sals isfSSr “ - - - ’

glass,look out for his breathing
^ ’^Ight side and ^en open,big aSh

Sw ^ inside it-not that vFuloSSdo
t^s,of course.What do ^ think you should do vIS the

i-a£i-^-Zou_have looked atAem.Why? tne

Watch a snail
saneITFe Fenfac!

head used j^or
S^eln^ iFveir wu^ ah out.

es OKI -+he ©n iipe \righF side
under the sheII is d hole
which opens and shds
dFie Snoii 1 can breathe.

Not all snails live on land. Where else
might you find them ?
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are able to move ^
very quickly on
their 7 pairs of
legs.What shape is '
the slater's body?How
many pieces is the crust
divided up into?You will
notice that the slater's

body is flattened and quite
thin.How would this help it move about
in the garden?i\niere are the slater's
eyes?What are their shape? How would
their shape help the slater?

A

N ©

Do you have crabs in your back
garden? Unless your house backs right

onto the beach,your ansvzer will prob-
-ably be no.For those of you who are
fond of crabs, don't despair. Your

fe" gardens are are probably full of their
cousins-the slaters.If you don't know

what slaters are,they're the brovmish-
grey 'bugs' that scurry away into hiding

when you turn over flov/erpots and stones in
the garden.On winter mornings,too,you will see

them running over the garden path or on the foot-
-paths.They mostly live under rotting wood or
plants.Decaying grass clippings and fallen leaves
are also a favorite home.Anywhere cool and moist
in the garden is a likely place to find slaters.

Crabs and slaters are two very different looking
animals.You may wonder why they are part of the

same family (the crustacean family),Yet
. crabs and slaters are not really all that

different.Both have soft bodies which
protected by a hard crust on the outside,

to work out how they earned the
crustacean.isn't it?Can you think of

any other animals protected by
-side crust? VJhat do humans have to

hold them together and to protect
their bodies' soft (and very

important)parts?

Perhaps the best way to
learn about slaters is

to catch one and study
it through a magni-

-fying glass.This
is not easy.
Slaters are

^ very small and

Studying slaters can be interesting.An ideal
place to keep them would be a terrarium -
anything from an old glass coffee jar to a
disused aquarium,in which plants could grow
in an enclosed environment.Fill
-ainer v/ith charcoal, sm.all

w%

i
your cont-

stones and soil,in
that order.Plant ferns or small plants.Choose
you think may be of some use to the slaters,who eat
most sorts of rotting plant matter.Put in a few
pieces of half rotted wood for the slaters to hide
under.Water the plants sparingly-the glass will
produce a very humid environment.What does this
mean? Wait until you are sure the plants will
live and then put in a few slaters . Supply them
with old potatoes and lettuce or cabbage leaves. %

Perhaps you could keep a
daily record of their act-

l
ones

are

'Sf

It s easy
name

an out-

■-M

PAGE 5



wwBi aewg ^33 SBSg SESS S5SS Sa® CSEB SBSS

7



?

'●<

When it is brown and

^ crumbly,the manure
^ mix is ready.Pack it

firmly into the
boxes so they are
almost filled.

Crumble up the spawn,press-
-ing it firmly into the
surface of the manure.Then

fill the boxes right up
with a layer of garden
soil.

In winter,eating a steaming hot steak and mush-
-room pie is a delicious way to warm up.Growing
your own mushrooms is not that difficult and is

lots of fun.Many plant nurseries are now start-
-ing to stock mushroom spawn
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If you have trouble collect-

-ing all the things you need,
use your telephone book to
find mushroom growers in your
area.It's worth the effortl

5
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aPut the boxes in a sheltered place where there

^are no draughts-like in a cupboard or under the
I house.Keep the mushroom beds damp but not wet.Too
i much water will kill thqn..-			

Mix the straw and manure

tocether with a gardening
fork.If the pile is out-
-side,cover it with a

●^ack or a plastic sheet.

After a few days,the
Pile will feel hot.

Turn it over and if

it has dried out,

water it lightly.Do ^
this every day for 3
weeks.

2.

A week later,the first mush

rooms will be big enough to
eat.

Tiny white dots
will begin to app-
-ear after 6 weeksc
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Many more will keep on app-
-earing for several months.w.■O'
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t'JHAT IaDULD you do in an ANIMAL. . .

do you think it is against
the law for many native animals
VO he kept without the Fisheries

^ and \lildlife Department's perm-
-ission?

^3l‘m

"We frequently hear it said-
let nature take its course hut

with our wildlife in danger
from so many of man ’s aotiv-
-ities^we should he prepared
to do our utmost to aid birds

and animals in their time of
unfortunate suffering. They can
become victims of gunshot,
intentional and accidental,
collisions with overhead wires,
windows and fast moving vehic-
-les,contact with pesticides
and oil slicks,plus a variety
of other hazards. ..With devot-

-ion and care many a victim
can he nursed hack to normal

and in the case of orphans,
successfully reared for event-
-ual release in their own

environment where they belong"
W. Boy Wheeler

At least once in your life,most of you will come across a sick
or injured animal.Would you know how to help it? For those of
you who aren’t sure,Mr. Wheeler’s hook gives some of the answers.
Of course,he says,the hook is ONLY
FOB FMEBGENCIES.If it is at all
possible,injured animals should he
taken to the nearest vet’.What do

you think is the reason for this
rule? You probably don’t need to
he told that if the ’patient’ is
suffering greatly and is too inj- *
-ured to be cured,it is better to ^

have it destroyed as kindly as
possihle.Bememher- if you do find
an injured or sick animal and dec-

-ide to help it (with the help of
your vet') there are certain laws

to obey. The Fisheries and Wildlife
Department in your state must he
asked -Hrst.'
AGE ll‘

ys Isn’t this a common problem in
many of our schools?We all feel

SS sorry for the poor bird who beats
SS and batters his own body trying
SS to escape from the classroom that

traps him,Many of us have been
startled by the ’bang ’ of a bird
from outside flying into the

SS window. Ouch I The huge area of
^ glass in most of our classrooms

not the only culprit to blame.
\\ Today,many of the sprays used in
\\ home gardens and orchards poison
yAthe unlucky birds feeding Yn
k/ them. There is nothing you ~can do

to save the crooked flyer who has eaten his last meal of
-ayed caterpillar.

Here’s what Ur. Wheeler suggests to do with the bird that has
been stunned by crashing into a window.First,examine it thor-
-oughly to see that nothing is broken. This should be done as

quickly as possible.Wild anvmals usually hate being handled.
Perhaps the bird will be suffering from shock. What does this

mean? How can you tell if an animal or a person is 'in shock’?

If this is the case with your bird,place it in a half darken-
-ed container Ja shoe box would be alright for a sparrow).It
vs also very important that the bird is kept warm.Luke warm

water in a hot water bottle ' would, be a good mattress for the ,
bird’s ’hospital bed’. It is also
important to keep the'hospital
area' quiet.As the bird recovers,
it will become more lively and
try to get out of the box.However
do not release it if it is *
getting close to sunset.lt is '

better to hold it overnight and "
release it early the next morning. *
How would this help the bird?What '
would you do with a bird if it did'
not appear to be getting better? '
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For information;write to

Mr.Jack Wheeler,72 James

St,,BELMONT,Vic. 3216 1?PAGE 1
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BIRDS, by L.Dsl^cc^.I wonder if you realise that not all the familiar birds you
see in and around cur suburbs have alvzays been a part of the
Australian scene.I'lany species which are a corrmon sight in
our

earh/' 1860

and wdshed to be reminded of their homeland.Probably the
roost canron of these 'migrant' birds is the. . . .

HOUSE SPARPm:

In lust over a centi.iry,he has man-
-aged to spread all over Australia
excent Western Australia.T-jhere he

is strictlv baraied because of the

damage he does to v.dieat crops.You
can see chese birds nesting fron
September to January.

Ainother mi,grant is the. . . .

INDIAil MYNAH;

SONG THRUSH

streets and backyards v?ere released in Melbourne in the
Mar.y of the nsv’ Englis'n settlers were homesick

A w^elcone visitor to mv Nunawading
garden was the shy but’ frieidly
Song Tlirusli (or as we call him’; the
Speckled Thrush) . Last spring, a
pair of these useful birds brought
up their fari.ly in one of the
trees in our gardnn.The Song Thrash
is one of the fe/j bir^ds to eat the

g-arden snail (another of our
raigrants) .We have often watched the
Song Thrash as he cracked open the
snail’s shell 'oy banging it against
a rock, then eating the snail \-n.th
great gusto.
TOE BRITISH SIvYLARK

On a recent trip to South Australia
we often saw a sitall grey bird hov-
-ering above the grassland singing
its heart out.Tnis bird is one of

the fet>7 introduced birds protected
by law.He is called the British
Skylark.Many poets have witten
about his song.He is difficult to
see vdien on the ground but easy to
spot vThen he rises, often verticall}?-
Into the air.

fev7 of our many introduced birds.
Ifelye.up a list including all the others and their country^ of
origin.Some have become pests in. many areas (eg.the Starling
and the Blackbird) .See if you can discover xdiy.If you can fTOd
out their feeding tiabits this may heln you.Finally,watch out

for these birds and work out by observation whether you feel it
was a good idea to bring them to our shores.

EDITOR; Birds unfortunately were not the only migrants brought
to Australia by the early settlers .Thanks to their home-

-sicl<ness we are stuck for good \<dth bush wreckers like

the rabbit and the blacldDerry.Do you know of any other
introduced animals or plants" that’became pests-sadly,
there are countless of than busy spoiling the Austrail an

O .

ARTIStU-J. PAohcuktJ an I swagger an' scold an' strut
an' I s-wagger" says the Indian
Miner in the poan by C.J. Dennis.
Althoiagh he is a noisy fellow, do
not confuse him with the Noisy
Miner vM.ch is an Australian native

bird of the honeyeatex family.The
Indian Miner is slowly spreading
throughout the countryside. He is a
great scavenger and I'm sure you've
seen him rummaging through your
rubbish bins at school.Because of

his scavenging habits and because
he eats great numbers of insect,
gardeners consider him a useful
bird.In 1883,a large number of these
birds were trapped in Melbourne and
released in Queensland to eat

beetles and grasshoppers.Unfortun-
-ately,the Indian I'tynah is using up
a 'lion's share'of the hollow tree

nesting places while the native
birds lust miss onto

! f

I have mentioned only a
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I'ou can collect earthworms either by digging for them or

by gathering them at night after a warm,soaking rain,when
they will be found on the surface of the ground.Co IIect the
worms in a jar or tin containing a small amount of moist

leaves or grass.Worms can be kept in almost any kind of cont-
- ainer.A see-through would be best because you are able
to watch the worms tunnelling through the soil. A three litre

container can hold up to a dozen worms.

Inside the container put a mixture of fine sand and good
loamy topso1 I.Avoid hard soils like clay that you think would
be hard to burrow through.Keep the soil moist but not soaked.

Keep your worms in the coolest part of your classroom.If the

become too hot and dry they will die.If the weather is

warm ,try covering the container with damp rags to keep it
cool.Keep the container in a dark place.One way to keep out
the light is to tape black paper or cardboard around the cont-

-ainer.Use a dim light when you watch the worms.DIRECT SUN-
-UGHT WILL Kl LL THEM.

one

worms

-ind out which kind of leaves your earthworms prefer to
eaf.Take two fresh leaves from different kinds of trees.

them and put them on top of the soil in the earthworms’
container.After a week in a cool,dark place,check which

remain.Try feeding your
worms different kinds of

eaves

vege-

-table leaves.Try celery leaves
carrot tops,Iettuce,cabbage or
any other leafy greens.
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