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Do vou have crabs in your back
garden? Unless your house backs right
onto the beach,your answer will prob-
-ably be no.For those of you who are
fond of crabs,don't despair.Your
gardens are are probably full of their
cousins-the slaters.If you don't know
what slaters are,they're the brownish-
grey 'bugs' that scurry away into hiding
when you turn over flowerpots and stones in
the garden.On winter mornings, too,you will see
them running over the garden path or on the foot-
-paths.They mostly live under rotting wood or
plants.Decaying grass clippings and fallen leaves
are -also a favorite home.Anywhere cool and moist
in the garden is a likely place to find slaters.
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Crabs and slaters are two very different looking
animals.You may wonder why they are part of the
same family (the crustacean family).Yet
crabs and slaters are not really all that
different.Both have soft bodies which are
protected by a hard crust on the outside.
-~ It's easy to work out how they earned the
name crustacean,isn't it?Can you think of
any other animals protected by an out-
-side crust? What do humans have to
hold them together and to protect
their bodies' soft (and very
important)parts?
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Perhaps the best way to

learn about slaters is

to catch one and study
it through a magni-

by 718 not easy.
Slaters are
very small and

-fying glass.This

A
:
£
:
i
|
%
%
,g
(
:
¢
§

’m'm. T e

are able to move =
very quickly on ﬂ§§“
their 7 pairs of :}ﬁ
legs.What shape is
the slater's body?How
many pieces is the crust
divided up into?You will
notice that the slater's
body is flattened and quite N — W

Gyl

LS

e

Wi

Wi

\,
~

ol

Y,

-
~—

thin.How would this help it move about

in the garden?Where are the slater's
eyes?What are their shape? How would s
their shape help the slater? 4
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Studying slaters can be interesting.An ideal ﬂ?z‘%y
place to keep them would be a terrarium - ’~§§w
anything from an old glass coffee jar to a ‘45\"
disused aquarium,in which plants could grow S5
in an enclosed environment.Fill your cont- %?
-ainer with charcoal,small stones and soil, in
that order.Plant ferns or small plants.Choose ones
you think may be of some use to the slaters,who eat
most sorts of rotting plant matter.Put in a few
pieces of half rotted wood for the slaters to hide
under .Water the plants sparingly-the glass will
produce a very humid enviromment.What does this
mean? Wait until you are sure the plants will
live and then put in a few slaters.Supply them
with old potatoes and lettuce or cabbage leaves.
Perhaps you could keep a
daily record of their act- %
-ivities.When you have TR
W

B finished with them, Qm
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q return the slaters to ”1&

¥ where you found them. 15%““ _,, Dmgg;
Slaters are not garden D,
pests,eating only the “"’%/"
dead and rotting R
rubbish in W
the
garden.
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In winter,eating a steaming hot steak and mush-
-room pie is a delicious way to warm up.Growing
your own mushrooms is not that difficult and is
lots of fun.Many plant nurseries are now start-
-ing to stock mushroom spawn
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Mix the straw and manure After a few days,the
tocether with a cardening g nile will feel hot.
fork.If the pile is out- Turn it over and if
-side,cover it with a it has dried out,
cack or a plastic sheet. water it lightly.Do

this every day for 3
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When it is brown and
crumbly,the manure
mix is ready.Pack it
firmly into the
boxes so they are
almost filled.

Crumble up the spawn,press-f&ss
-ing it firmly into the
.surface of the manure.Then
fill the boxes right up
with a layer of garden
S01].
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Put the boxes in a sheltered place where there
are no draughts-1ike in a cupboard or under the
house.Keep the mushroom beds damp but not wet.Too
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"We frequently hear it said-
let nature take its course but
with our wildlife in danger
from so many of man's activ-
-ities,we should be prepared
to do our utmost to aid birds
and animals in their time of
unfortunate suffering.They can
become victims of gqunshot,
intentional and accidental,
collisions with overhead wires,
windows and fast moving vehic-
-les,contact with pesticides
and oil slicks,plus a variety
of other hazards...With devot-
-ton and care many a victim
can be nursed back to normal
and in the case of orphans,
successfully reared for event-
-ual release in their own
environment where they belong!
W. Roy Wheeler
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At least once in your life,most of you will come across a sick
or injured animal.Would you know how to help 1t? For those of
you who aren't sure,Mr. Wheeler's book gives some of the answers.
Of course,he says,the book is ONLY :

FOR EMERGENCIES.If it is at all '
possible,injured animals should be
taken to the nearest vet'.What do
you think is the reason for this
rule? You probably don't need to
be told that if the 'patient' is
suffering greatly and is too ing-
-ured to be cured,it is better to
have it destroyed as kindly as
possible.Remember- if you do find
an injured or sick animal and dec-
-ide to help it (with the help of
your vet') there are certain lows
to obey.The Fisheries and Wildlife
Department in your state must be

asked first.'
AGE 11

"THE CARE OF SICK
INJURED AND ORPHANED

NATIVE BIRDS AND

For information:write to
Mr .Jack Wheeler,72 James
st. ,BELMONT,Vic. 3216

T =" EMERG ENCY?

Why do you think it is against
the law for many native arimals
to be kept without the Fisheries
and Wildlife Department's perm-
-ission?

 CARING FOR WINDOW CRASH _BIRDS

Isn't this a common problem in
many of our schools?We all feel
sorry for the poor bird who beats
and batters his own body trying
to escape from the classroom that
traps him.Many of us have been
startled by the 'bang' of a bird
p from outside flying into the
) window. Ouch!The huge area of
glass in most of our classrooms
18 not the only culprit to blame.
Today ,many of the sprays used in
home gardens and orchards poiscn
the unlucky birds feeding 4,
AT : SN them. There is nothing you can do
to save the crooked flyer who has eaten his last meal of spr-
-ayed caterpillar.
Here's what Mr.Wheeler suggests to do with the bird that has
been stunned by crashing into a window.First,examine it thor-
—oughly to see that nothing is broken.This should be done as
quickly as possible.Wild animals usually hate being handled.
Perhaps the bird will be suffering from shock.What does this
mean? How can you tell if an animal or a person is 'in shock'?
If this is the case with your bird,place it in a half darken-
-ed container (a shoe box would be alright for a sparrow).It
is also very important that the bird is kept warm.ILuke warm
water in a hot water bottlewould be a good mattress for the
bird's 'hospital bed'.It is also
important to keep the'hospital
area' quiet.As the bird recovers,
1t will become more lively and
try to get out of the box.However,
do not release it if it is
getting close to sunset.It is
better to hold it overnight and
release it early the next morning.
How would this help the bird?What
would you do with a bird if it did
not appear to be getting better?
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I wonder if you realise that not all the familiar birds you
see in and around ocur suburbs have always been a part of the
Australian scene.Many species which are a common sight in
our streets and backyards were released in Melbourne in the
early 1860's. Ma.y of the new English settlers were homesick
and wished to be reminded of their homeland.Prcbably the
most common of these 'migrant' birds is the....

HOUSE SPARROW:

In just over a century,he has man-
-aged to spread all over Australia
except Western Australia.where he
is strictlv banned because of the
damage he does to wheat crops.You
can see these birds nesting from
September to January.

Another migrant is the....

INDTAN MYNAH:

"an I swagger an' scold an' strut
an' I swagger'' says the Indian
Miner in the poem by C.J. Demnis.
Although he is a noisy fellow,do
not confuse him with the Noisy
Miner which is an Australian native
bird of the honeyeater family.The
Indian Miner is slowly spreading
throughout the countryside.lle is a
great scavenger and I'm sure you've
seen him rummaging through your
rubbish bins at school.Because of
his scavenging habits and because
he eats great numbers of insect,
gardeners consider him a useful

bird.In 1883,a large nmumber of these

birds were trapped in Melbourne and
released in Queensland to eat -
beetles and grasshoppers.Unfortun-
-ately,the Indian Mynah is using up
a 'lion's share'of the hollow tree
nesting places while the native
birds just miss out.
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o ¢ oriINTRODUCED
BIRDS, by L.Delacca.

SONG THRUSH

A welcame visitor to my Nunawading
garden was the shy but friendly
Song Thrush (or as we call him:the
Speckled Thrush).Last spring,a
pair of these useful birds brought
up their farily in one of the
trees in our garden.The Song Thrush
is one of the few birds to eat the
garden snail (another of our -
migrants) .We have often watched the
Song Thrush as he cracked open the
snail's shell by banging it against
a rock, then eating the snail with
great gusto.
THE BRITISH SKYLARK
On a recent trip to South Australia
we often saw a small grey bird hov-
-ering above the grassland singing
its heart out.This bird is one of
the few introduced birds protected
by law.He is called the British
Skylark.Many poets have written
about his song.He is difficult to
see when on the ground but easy to
spot when he rises,often vertically
into the air. '
I have mentioned only a few of our manv introduced birds.
Make up a list including all the others and their country of
origin.Some have become pests in many areas (eg.the Starling
and the Blackbird).See if you can discover why.If you can find
out their feeding habits this may help you.Finally,watch out
for these birds and work out bv observation whether you feel it
was a good idea to bring them to our shores.
EDITOR: Birds unfortunately were not the only migrants brought
to Australia by the early settlers.Thanks to their home-

-siclness we are stuck for good with bush wreckers 1like
the rabbit and the blackberry.Do you know of any other
introduced animals or plants that became pests-sadly,
there are countless of them busy spoiling the Australian
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fou can collect earthworms either by digging for them or
by gathering them at night after a warm,soaking rain,when
they will be found on the surface of the ground.Col lect the
worms in a jar or tin containing a small amount of moist
leaves or grass.Worms can be kept in almost any kind of cont-
- ainer.A see-through one would be best because you are able
to watch the worms tunnelling through the soil. A three |itre
container can hold up to a dozen worms.

Inside the container put a mixture of fine sand and good
loamy topsoil.Avoid hard soils |ike clay that you think would
be hard to burrow through.Keep the soil moist but not soaked.
Keep your worms in the coolest part of your classroom. |f the
worms become too hot and dry they will die.lf the weather is
warm ,try covering the container with damp rags to keep it
cool.Keep the container in a dark place.One way to keep out
the light is to tape black paper or cardboard around +the cont-
-ainer.Use a dim |ight when you watch the worms.DIRECT SUN-

~LIGHT WILL KILL THEM. '

Find out which kind of leaves your earthworms prefer to
eat.vake two fresh leaves from different kinds of trees.
We™ them and put them on top of the soil in the earthworms’
container.After a week in a cool,dark place,check which
feaves remain.Try feeding your
worms different kinds of vege-
-Table leaves.Try celery leaves

-
o

any other leafy greens.

e

6— Q;% carrot tops, lettuce,cabbage or
& ‘\L___ : -~ i : :




