
periodical Category B

f

PRICE

JULY 1981

□□

NATURE NOTES



<y
t

/. ■i.
,v f\

\

...are not found in Aussie,

Wally.They live on drifting
pack-ice in the Arctic part
of the world.

Harp seals live in big pack
which travel long distances
north to moult and south to
breed in winter.
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ytoht and pfwmptly
announced that he woi heading oU
ioA the 'good U^^e' .Then,cu> i^ a
maUupiaZ bomb had exploded,ouA neat
and tidy oULce urn thAom into
wluAlpool ol ctothej>,^uitcai,e6,
tAavelleA’6 cheque-6 and ti.66ue-6 {^{oA
the good-bye at the alApoAt]."Von't
ioAget to wAlte",ae coded ou.t to
ouA ^{uAAij iAtend a6 he booAded the
jwvbo jet."He aant to know exactly
what i-6 going on in the Ac6t o^ the
woAid", added EAnte,who get6 ocAiy
good woAkA ^oA -60CA.OI Atudie6 at
school. "TheAe oAen’t many boobs
wAttten ^{oA ecludnas ,the6e day6", he
complained. "They' Ae all in Engltsh’.
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'when Harp seal mums have

baoies,they are careful not

to get too close to the edge
of the ice.

turns pure white after a few

days.VJhen left alone,the
pups bleat like lambs and

freeze in terror when da.nasr
(usu,-''

alcilg..

●1

.P.l: 1
f

ly a sealer)comesX O..L
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kicouA6e,oje knew .that Wally was
pooA letteA WAiteA.So....on the way to

TullamaAine,we sltpped'James the
Snail. ^Aom 'PAobe' into his Suitcase,to
act as letteA -wAiteA. and photo-takeA.
Thands to him,oje oAe able .to
bAing you tlvCs inteAnational
issue 0^ "UatuAc Motet".

CheeAio ^oa now, ,
VebAa BAydoH ●
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OTTAWA. Mon., AAP. —
About 200 c ii a n t i n g
protesters from Europe
and North America

marched by torchlight to
Canada's Parliament last
night to demand an cndi
to scai hunting.
The denion.stration was

part of a two-day effort
to draw world attention
to the annual slaughter
of Harp seal pups which
Itegaii last week off the
northern Newfoundland
coa.st.

Canadian and Norwe
gian .sraiers faced
gale force winds and

Gannet Islands yesterday.
Prtr... ®tnaltei hunt off

« .E'iward island in
Mo Lawrence
*●?. hal^ last week be-
cat^, the Government
said, inexperienced seal
ers were was^ pelt* by
their sloppy buntlM aM,
in some case.s, skinning
ctrtis ahve. .
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looking seals.Wh.at dc yc'..i
fh.ink people on each side ...,f i

argument would be saying:

1]near- St -i.l

killed oacii year i:
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'ffilAT IX) YOU THINK? WHY?

WRITE TO US HEPJi AT "NATURE

NOIl'ES" AND LET THE OTHER

Rl'lADERS KNOW WHAT YOU THINK
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‘nature notes, . ...A RINGWOOD INSPECTORATE PUBLICATION
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\After I am killed,different parts of my body become

''ingredients used in the making of PERFUME,DOG FOOD,

FILM,SOAP AND PAINT.Can other ingredients be fo\ind

'‘^to make these human wantspcould we do without some
,^of these wants?

.WHY ME ?
wmi'iiiiHii'Jiw mmaam

I

Today,many plants and animals

are becoming so rare that many I
nature lovers fear they may

\ disappear altogether .Humans are mostly to blame for this.'

\ Sometimes animals have their home environment destroyed.^
YSometimes the other animals and plants they eat are
'‘^taken away when apartment blocks,mines or timber

^ plantations take over the land.Sadly,some animals
^ are hunted down and killed for their attractive
\ fur or feathers.Find out the

I

I

I

I

I

p) I

I

names of the animals |
Non thesp two pages.Why are they oecoming extinct I
'so quickly? What do you think can be done to

^elp them survive?
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\I am so rare that hunters

'^go out to capture our
>,young ones to breed in

\zoos.Mothers protect
'their babies so

^fiercely that the
\hunters have to

N kill them in

' order to get thej
babies.Sadly ^
X when I am

^captured, I

' don't

'^start new
families
N very

N^often^

I

I
I

I

I

I

X In which
' parts of th

N^world am I
^found in?

Did the American Indians have anything to do

with the dropping numbers of my sort of animal?
Who is to blame?

APE ANY AUSTRALIAN ANir^ALS BECOMING RARE?WHY IS THIs'
HAPPENING? CONSERVATIONISTS ARE OFTEN TALKED ABOUT In'^
■THE NEtfSPAPERS .WHAT ARE THEY TRYING TO DO? -LpOK UP THE ^
MEANING Cff* THE WORD- ' CONSERVE'-THIS WILL HEIiP YOU TO

, 'ANSWER THE QUESTION. „ „
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by D. BrydonWhat countries am I found in?
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r In Canada,Wally meets
up with some .........

Si
I?'?

' Wally was just getting
ready to tuck into one o£ Can-
-ada's famous Maple syrup pan-
-cakeSjWhen the sky blacked
over and turned his log cabin
into a dark and scary place for
a homesick wombat."Clim nuts and

; gollywobbles’’,he screamed. "V/hat
is going on?"

Brovm Bear,hi.s host Just
shrugged and said, "It's prob-
.-ably just those silly hutter-
- flies 5 again" . "They never seciii
to Icnow whether they're coming
or going'V^This would never
happen in Australia'',gulped the
trembling wombat.We're a very
clever lot of animals dowi

there','he added.
***#;*****:% * * A A A A *

look as if they were bloss-
-oming.vVhen they finally
reach the U.S.A.,they find
a certain tree (the one they
used the previous year) and
hibernate on it in huge
clusters.In the spring they
return to Canada by them-
- selves,laying eggs as they

AAAAAAAAAAAAAA

Veip/ little is Imo'vvn
about the habi.ts of the

\ustra1ian Wanderers.To

.:uid out more,naturalists
from the Sydney museum have
been tagging them.Butter-
- flies for tagging are
either caught in the field
or brought up from cater-
-pillars.Many thousands of
Wanderers are tagged as
very few of the tag^ are
ever handed back into tliem

again, SO MCXT TIME YOU FIND
A DEAD WyiBCfiER BUTTERFLY

HAVE A QUICK IjC-OK FOR A
TAG.

go.

Of course,Wally was mixed
ii]5 again.The swarm of butter-

- flies that had frightened him
were Wanderer butterflies(also
known as r4)narchs).These ins-

; -ects are found in every cont-
, -inent of the world,including

Australia.Their first home is

tho.ugTrt tQ be tlie continent of Photos :Tiiariks to "Australia!!
North'America,where Vfally met Matviral Resoiu'ces"Vol.XIV,

No, 7,page 217
A A A A A A A A A A * A A A A A A A * A A A

up with them.Here,every autunm,
the Wanderers prepare to fly
south fi'om Canada to the soutli-

-em parts of the U.S.A.-a long
tripJindeedlAs they travel,
more and more W;:mderers join up
with, them itntil the sky'becomes
a mass of black'arid orange,At
night ,the enormous group '^sleeps
on trees and shrubs-making them
P.5 ■

Jr'S hot msy Id
TAG A WANDE(^ER(

Sweet HoMSi
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There is a giant tree,prominent in a forest that stretches to the skyline.On its canopy,birds and butterflies
sip nectar.On its branches,orchids and mistletoes offer flowers to other birds and insects . Among them ferns
creep, I iChens encrust and centipedes and scorpions lurk, in the rubble that falls among the roots and stems,
'^nts build nests and even earthworms and snails find homes.There is a minute munching of caterpillars and the
■silent sucking of plant bugs.Through the branches spread spiders' webs.Frogs wait for insects'and a snake
g1 ides..(E.J . H . Corner In "THE LIFE OF PLANTS")

What Mr. Corner is trying to say is that the
rain forest lives on_,J_n_ or under something

rain forest Is like a living community . Because everything in a
_ else,it reminds me of a tower of playing cards.Have you ever built

one? Do you remember how long it took and how carefully you worked to make the cards balance on each other?Then
all of a sudden,one of them slipped and the^whole lot came tumbling downjdidn't they? Today,many of the world's
rainforests are about to (

being cIeared for food crop growing as more and more
a rainforest somewhere in the world at this very

I rainforests.But when an area is logged,many

lose their homes and their food-and end up just like the trees.Some of them will
■ become extinct.WHAT DO YOU THINK CAN BE DONE TO SAVE THE WORLD'S RA1NFORESTS?DO YOU THINK THEY SHOULD

BE SAVED? WHY OR WHY NOT? PERHAPS YOUR LIBRARY CAN HELP YOU TO FIND OUT MORE ABOUT THE PLANTS AltO ANIMALS OF
THESE ^oRESlc* nND WHICH ONES ARE IN DANG^-R.

fall over'.More and more land is
tI

eople firi up our p I anet. Woodchippers are busy
olnutf^ ^adiv,no+ much is really known about living communities in

animals i

eating up

+ her I ants an 'J
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^ China,Wally helps to stop Pmdas
\froni becoming extinct

Earlier on this year,you may have read in the newspapers
about Chia Chia and Ling Ling,perhaps the world's most
worried about animals .Idren one o£ these precious pandas
became sick,it was laished to one of London's most well-know,

hospitals-for people.You may ask-why all the fuss?Well,pandas
are almost extinct.If zoos don't succeed in breeding them,
pandas will end up like the Ifoa or the Dodo.Skilled trappers,
who know the animal's wily habits as ivell as the dense
forests they live In,are hired by zoos to trap pandas.In
China,men hunt in teams.James wrote telling us how the team
was helped by Wally to build a big log-\'/alled trap.This trap
has' a sliding door which hangs in such a way that it will
slam shut when touched by a panda drawn to a bait.The favor-

-ite bait is chai'red pig bones.These are left in the front

of the trap.Once caught,the pandas are carefully manhandled
into wire cages for an easy trip down the mountainside to

a Chinese animal sanctuary.
Of course,Wally tried to tag along for the ride with the
panda he helped to catch-everyone lorows that,once caught,
these bears live a life of luxury.James rvrites that Wally
cannot understand why he doesn't get the same treatment
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'Tlhat a lazy lot those pandas are",said Wally



riM! Hamsters |
killed^ I

uiscareAifVerl
' rabies INone of us like to see animals hurt or killed. S

Last month, the people working at Custans offices s
in our country were faced with a job they would x

« have enjoyed doing.During the past 12 months, S
£ ● hamaters and gerbils have been smuggled into Aust- s
£ -ralia and sold in pet shops as worribles .Although -

" they are cute and cuddly pets .hamsters have never S
been allowed to enter this comtry.Why? If you S

have ever heard of x

I the diseases-rabies g
I and meningitis-you S
I will know that we |
I do not want them in 2
I Australia. Rabies 2
I kills many warm- s

blooded animals, |
including humans S
and cattle.lt is a |
cruel and painful -
death.Because ham- 3

-sters spread dis- S
-ease,many child- |

had' to hand in |

Here's some news trons
borne. Wallv I SjA frog that gives

ibirth by mouth lUANKS TO

The Age
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When Australian scientists found this tiny creacure x S
a Queensland forest in 1973,they couldn't believe their ""
own eyes.A frog that gave birth to its young through its
mouth was just too much to believe for the British magazine,?
"Nature" .When asked to write an article about the Austral- S

-ian 'find' ,they replied with a polite "no thanks".Yet the E
frog did exist.Dr. Michael Tylor has jxast made a film about i
the frogs.The first frog he tried to film spewed six yomg g

frogs up to 60 centimetres across a roan when it was picted S
up.The second irother just held her mouth incrediblv wide andg
waited for the babies to stqp out.Ha^ does it all liappen?
One ccnpany is giving the scientists $21,000 to find out-

:heir work may help hurrans x\ho staffer fron stonach ulcers. S
50 far,only a little is known.First,tlie fsnale GASTRIC S
BROODING IRDG swallows her own eggs and thai eats nothing 3

■for top to 8 weeks.So next time your iram complains about you g
interrupting her meal-remind her that she's one of the ^ a
Luckier ones. . j P . 12 g
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their pets (who
were 'put dom'
without pain) ,I
hope that,in time
they will mder-
-stand why this
had to be done.
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HOW ANIMALS
Animals have many different ways of protecting

, themselves against other animals which might
PROTECT THEMSELVES Here are some of the

- See if you can think of others.
ways.
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LIVING IN TREES. This koala like most mam

grey fur so it is hard to see high in a tree top. Living in
a tree is also a method of protection from ground hunters
like dingoes.
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Termites build strongwalled cities to save them from??^-'-
attack. These are termite mounds in the Northern
Territory.
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Below: BROKEN WING TRICK. This avocet is using a
trick to lure the photographer away from her nest. She

IS pretending to have a broken wing and flutters over the
ground away from the nest.

CAMOUFLAGE. This is another
word which means colour which

hides you. See if you can find the
frogmouth in this picture.

’/'● u*

Being big is often enough protection. Camels v/ere
brought to Australia as beasts of burden during the last
century. Today camels run wild in central Australia.
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All published articles
will,of course
win a book prize wj^h
compliments
from Emi"

Perhaps some of you
with a more unusual

^ pet could draw
a 'black ink

V front
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’.t YOUR CMANCFTO

v^-.. BE famous:
,in September the crew here at

"Nature Notes” is going to take a rest.
We’re hoping that you're going to do all
the work,September's issue is going to
be all about pets.As long as you have ^

a black pen and an interesting pet to VI
write and draw about-that^s all you need. \\
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^ Don't forget to keep the writing neat and
yjd the spelling correct-thousands of other

children may be read- ^
-ing your article.
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DEADLINE : ^

31st. of July
Send to P.O. Box

28,Ringwood East,Vic.

o

,A.-«v> ●

P.15

3135


