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HelAo thoA-z,m mCONTEOTS A/te you a 'city
■itlckz^' Oh. Cl aounthuj dioMzh.?
li yoa’iLZ a countAy dwMeA,
thzn you'Az luzklzh. tkan iiJatly

IS' and 1 -i^ohczd to tlvz dom tn
O tkz 'btg mokz’ at Rtngmod
@ EcL6t. 'CJjty 6lldzeAh' mdih out
m on thz many zhanczi counthy
@ iolk havz to ob^zhvz natuJiz tn
m thz bu^h.Tliat doesn't mean

ctty ^ollz nit6-6 out altogetkzh..
m Common pet6 Itkz cat^,dogi^ and
@ duzk^ ojlz Olsten takzn ^oh
[a] ghantzd. O^ten cvz cchz contzitt
gl to ^zzd tkzm,pat them and play
gl Mtth tkm -without knowing

thing about theJji InteheAtlng
behavloLA.

Thue,mamj pet6 have had theJji
bodlzi, and hablti> changed

_ ahound 6o much by humane that
^ they oJie nothing tike buih
^ animate .Take the Greyhound ^oh
”1 tutance.How ho6 tku, dog'i
El body been changed ahound to
E &^tt him ion. a U.ie oi facing?

13 thanks to Wzlma PTohasky, g] Even 6o,pet anlmali ^tttt

E Carol Measures and Cindy g] have many oi the o.ld way6 os{
E Hunnam. p (jj^tch youA pef
EEl(D(10i!](l(l|@lglP(3l@)g|p clo&ely and you may leoAn

quite a lot -not ju6t about
yoLiA pe.t but about all animats In hit 'animal iamlly’ .Thayikt
must go ChxUg Hoendetiop ^oh Ivis letteh about the wounded

magpie ~ thumbs down to the btute who clipped Chook't wings
beioAe Chalg ^ound kirn.' By the way,Is It teatly legal to keep
magpies? AustAolaa has sthlct laics about which native animals

can be kept as pets and which can not.What oAe the Aeaso.ns

behind them,do you think? Vo you agaee? I'll leave you w.lth
tills month's Intehestlng task ot^ 'pet watching'.

Cheehlo ^(oa now,
VebhxL BAydon

WATURE NOTES...A RINGWOOV INSPECTORATE PUBLICATION
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(a| They're driving
E me quackers! ..
[a] BY D.BRYDON
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IT'S ONE.

WA't'TO etT"
TO THE

L BOTTOM..

It's pretty hard for a duck fxhdn'T HiS
to drown! To help them float, i^oTHEJ!. Teach
ducks have hollow bones-sort
of like a built-in life
docket. Their breast-bones
are shaped jiist like the bo-

: -ttom of a boat,to help them
easilij through the

water. Their big toes are __

joined by flo.ps of sk%n aa.^t-^
-ed WEBS. These are used L-vKe ^

: paddles for swimming.Next
^summer,try on a pavr Oj
-vers when you are swmmmvn^g. |

sec what a bvg p

paddle sharpe ■

% «

7Hey *re 4rhie§ me u>
HtK ABOUT
13IVI we./ R

ARTIST:Wilma Prohasky
...BVT DUCKS CAN MAKE INTERESTING PETS IF YOU ARE LUCKY
ENOUGH TO HAVE THE SPACE TO KEEP THEM. WATCH DUCKS CLOSELY

FOR A FEW DAYS AND YOU WILL LEARN A LOT- NOT JUST ABOUT
DUCKS- BUT ABOUT ATS THE BIRD FAMILY. MANY DIFFERENT SORTS

OF BIRDS,FROM INDIAN MYNAHS TO TURKEYS SHARE MANY OF THE

SAME BODY PARTS AND HABITS. CAN YOU NAME SOME OF THESE?

■a^

i.

You willLOVELY
Like swans,ducks have a water

bird 'type' of body. For ..a
start,ducks have WATERPROOF
feathers. What does this

mean? Anyway,because of this
waterproofing the ducks stay
warm and dry whatever the

weather. To keep their feath-
-ers in top notch condition,
ducks spend'd lot of time
combing and oiling them with
their beaks.This is called

PREENING. The oil comes from
a special gland on the duck 's
body. Do any other sorts of
bird preen themselves?

Not all ducks live on farms
or in gardens, of course.
There are many different
looking sorts.Mallard ducks
have beaks specially made
for feeding gust below the

surface of the water. The huge
beak of the Shoveller is
built for 'dabbling' on the
top of the water. Sawbill
ducks,who eat fish,have rows
of points (like a saw) on
the edges of their beaks.
With these,they catch and
hold their food.
P . 3

differenc'
makes.

weather ...

ISN'T IT DEAR./
6-

YOL’ oughtever tried walkingHave you
in the mud in bare feet?What
happens? Being water birds, ^
ducks come across quite a but
of mud.Their webbed feet
stops them from sinking.
Male ducks are called DPuAKES
while the females are gust
called DUCKS- yes,it's conf-
-using,isn't it? Like many
other animals, the male is
briahtly colored and the fe-
-mole is quite dull looking. .
But to make up for her Donna AMYONE. '^OUL.D
appearance,female the jemale
duck has a better voice. (Inly

that loud

C>''CO BE
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MAUD I 0
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nirror, mirror
TH!WK he wasON THE WALL

/
k CONCEiT (WHO'S GOT THE.

she is able to give
"quack" noise we know.

Every year,ducks lose their
feaid'iers an.d grow new ones. p
This is called MOULTING and |
takes about 4 months ..''then
drakes moult,they lose their
bright plumage and look gust
like the females.Females
begin to moult about one
-th later than males Jor part
of the moulting time,ducks

unable to fly>

Best-LOOK/MG

BEAK OFALL..?

mon-

are
. i
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■ were first DOMESTICATED in Egypt th^sa^s of |
’.'.'^.years ago.Even so,your cuddly pussy keeps up many of

■( I’.the old habits of cats when they lived in the wild. In^;-INVISIBLE FENCE
:|-the wild,one cat lived alone on its own part of land. Itt AROUND THEIR

made sure, other cats knew whose land was who^ ''
\ SPRAYING IT WITH

You AU'J'TSMeLT^^^^y' X X SPECIAL SCENT
■ ■ <●/, ,.^)P;-MADE BY THEIR

;': BODIES

■; TODAY'S CATS

mark out an

r

1^*
o frrar

T
WMO,

ME?i®3 # o
o

f
Po^{

'amt

IV

!n ●■●their- home

by rubbing a special cat oil on them. Pet cats 'mark' their?
humans.their furniture and even their cans of cat food.The

cat^'As wel Sk,s y

.‘]f5 Kitten play ^ ^
CATS ARE, GREAT PETS BUT ● ^^j-umpied paper on a string is a favor-
THEY ARE A DANGER TO

NATIVE BIRDS.CAN YOU

SUGGEST SOME WAYS TO

STOP 'PUSSY' FROM HAVING-

is hunting.practice.

V.*

^ ■-

oil cci.-ies from special glands near pussy's mouth,ears and taii

and,lj.Ke a label, says to other cats, "THIS BELONGS TO ME I rite toy because it is very much like
-the sound of a mouse or a bird in dry

R
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>^LL MlNe THAT’S not
''(C

MV SMELL--- -grass or leaves.

(WHAT HE SEES AS) A GREAl rtru^od
GAME WITH HIS FEATHERED

/EAR,’

ool ji^YS
yPouRH

%
He

,rwmm $
mm ' \ \FRIENDS?

,/j)
SL

THe'cat's 'whiskers 'are'-very portant t

■{ it.When a twig or other danger brushes a

■■■ lOU CAN SEE ’WHISKER
WATCH THE DIFFERENT ●; '.I "^^9 them from damage^
STEPS A CAT USES IN V |

'■piump,t>ort toys like a thick woolly

.’sock (or your hand) trigger off the
ineed to fight.As it pounces on the
Hock,it feels it rubbing against its
,belly-not the place a cat would

want a sharp-clav/ed rat to/©el5

DEFENCE* FOR YOURSELF% -

.'BY (CAREFULLY) USING A
HUNTING.TWITCHING,

THEN LETTING A PAPER

BALL STAY STILL,THEN

TWITCHING IT AGAIN

WILL LET YOU SEE

THESE STEPS

'●-PENCIL OR FINGERTIP

'^4 '.TO LIGHTLY BRUSH AGAINST ;
Q

●'YOUR PET'S WHISKERS.TWirCH

Cat' i t!'y€s are like bicycle reflectors
● Even when you can't see the cat,you caii
see its^ reflecting

’JiLook at the pupils of a cat's eyes out-
-●side on a sunny day and then at night in
:a dark place.What do you notice?

I

■ :A CAT ' S WHISKERS ALSO .

-●-HELP IT TO WORK OUT

'WHETHER OR NOT IT CAN ' -.

’●■/’fit THROUGH A TIGHT ' ;
SPACE OR WHICH WAY

b'-THE WIND IS BLOWING.

IN A DARK ROOM,

SHINE A TORCH INTO

A CAT'S EYES AND A

HUMAN'S EYES.

RE THE

TO SEE?

Iv]

GlowWHOO€(A f.

0

T/<(

f

:*8
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Bowing and nuzzling are two ways wild dogs greet each other. (.tneir friends that is) Does your dog greet its friends (you^

THE eRRR-EAFEST
_ A Loo^c l)OG:&
/AkId THe-y
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^ -S?» ;From the time a dog is bom, it acts

in ways i' would have had it been
bom in the wild. As your puppy
grows up as the family pet, it will
still act in ways that it ^^^ould have
in the wild. This behaviour is

called instinct.

THIS ONES

GOT TO
Other beliaviour that .is common to all dogs
arc the 'mles' that they have, '	
about righting.Tr a dog fight,the do
always la'io'.v tliat a liite on the neck is

most dai.gerous one. If, in tlie middle nf
a figtt, a dog s.inks his teeth into l\ib
opponent's neck,that dog mil suddenly
stand vein still with it's head hanging
limply. Tliis is the signal to sa.y "I give
up, you are the winner" and the other dog \
will take its teeth out. Lying on the
back is also another way of saying "I give
up" in a

I

p G-P.-E
especial i\-
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H
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In the wild, wolves behave in the

as.the dogs we keep as pets do. The young
’ pups the time that they are weaned,

( can eat solid food) behave in certain

;)^ay^ .e^'ry time^ the pack crane, in from tjie,^. .

■ihunt'.Th^'nuzzle the adults’whp'liayfe djien-
mn tile hunt, "whq then regurgitate some,of

' the food.„they have caught, for the pup'
to eat.-When-you see your pup next,after
being at school, see how he greets you.
You'll find he acts the same,and expects

food, as the wolf pups do.'

When it's time to go hunting in the f‘
wild, the wolves get really excited
and follow a special pattern of
behaviour. The wolves bow, bounce

up and bow again to their leader.
They then dash in circles around
the leader and nuzzle each other

They repeat this, until they are
really in a frenzy, and their
circles are quite large.Then, at
a given signal by the leader, they
all take off for the hunt.Sound

familiar? Well next time you fetch
the lead to take your dog for a
walk, watch his movements as you
prepare to go; you'll find he acts
out the same hunting ritual that
the wolves use, with you as the
pack leader!

asame way

J

”1 ^If a dog lies on its back it is a sign of |
^ rear- of another dog or a person. It is a ^
Y dog's most defenceless position- he's '^ay- 1
’ mg 'Don t hurt me". Of course.we all have '
,, seen tne family pet roll over to

atch me" but this
in defence.

/

/V.

r.
( ^

V 'Scr-sav

>

not

jEjECizaascsc

/I onlj said
°V WALKIEs"

Often you may find an older dog teaching
a pup to fight in a playful way. The
older dog will nip at the pup's legs and
neck, showing it bow enemies .may attack
it. He will also let the pup bite him,
and teach the 'rules' of fights to th;-^
pup.

0> o
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raster than their larger iSilliSlPia@05lia(aiEll5Si^[Ell^i|-
brothers. The best way to @ The^ Mexican Hairless Dog
cake a dog's pulse is to P ■ *~
press your fingers againstjg
the inner, fleshy side of jg|5
the hind leg,well above
che knee.

9'

is
HH PinilPH !lPP P i ®

humans see every color
and object around them?
Perhaps you could read
about the exciting disc-
-overy of the X-Ray.I*Jhy
was it so important to
doctors?

PJHSIPIuI!
n;

THE SKY ISN'T BLUE AND
BUTTER~ISN ' T' 'YE'LLOW!

'I'* 'r "r

xT'S NO GAME!Well, not to a dog , an^n^ray.
You can blame a part of
his brain called the
NEOCORTEX for this mess

up.This is the part of a
dog's brain (end ours)
that sorts out wtar it
sees and what it doesn’t.^-
Now I know that many of

you are dog lovers but
must admit that they

II
Wolves and dogs kill
.small animals, like rabb-
-its by fiercely shaking
them until their necks
break.The common

m
E

Gi

a nice,limp "rabbit".When
game you may have thought your puppy grabs hold,let
of as "Tug-of-War” is not it do the shaking while
just a way for a playful you hold on tight.Move the
puppy to have fun. In toy back and forth a lit-
fact.it’s serious train- -tie to keep the game
-ing for adulthood wdien iriteresting .When your pup
the puppy-then a dog-will lets go for a orcment.toss
have to kill his ox*7n the toy a few metres
food-or starve.We all to encourage it to learn
know that pet dogs don't the game of fetch,
usually have this problem
but this doesn't mean HAIRLESS AND TOOTHLESS
that their instincts are (.well, almost)
any weaker. Humans have been breeding
HliHHIlliriliHHHH®® centuries .Dogs

have been helped by
to have puppies with lon-
-ger noses,shorter tails,
stumpy legs or (even worse)
pushed-in faces.Sometimes

i ~ this has been done for a
j «2l good reason, sometimes just
® fashion.This does not

for the dogs themselves,
jg Many of the 'hairless'

breeds of dogs are often
born with all of their
teeth missing except the
rTrvnt- onoc

puppy

you

haven't got much up
front. Look at the shape ^
of a dog's forehead. Yo'ujg
will see that it is has ^
quite a different shape to p
yours.Because dogs don’t
have a very large NEO- 	

it's likely that THROB?

awav

IS YOUR DOG A HEART

-CORTEX,

they can't work out much manjr times does your
about what is goi-ug on heart beat every minute?
around them byj_ust_loo^_ finding out
'-Ing at it. This is why take your ovm
dogs oTtin bark at mem- pnlse,You'll need a stop-
-bers of their owi family to get the exact
when they see them at a ^pgwer.of course.Your
distance.What sense does jLs a light 'beating'
a dog use to worx out feeling which tells you
V7hat IS how fast your heart is

! beating.The easiest place
^ to find this 'beating'

feeling is on your neck
It® (see the above picture).
(1® Does your pulse chanse

t, ® if yoti exercise before
i m' taking it?
I IP A dog's heartbeat ranges
^ from 72 to 100 every

minute.The hearts of

man
/OVT \ \
fOiOM'T l&iw)
IX wjks yoon. mm

rn
fit.

/
h

m
-rui»aG,&

. Var c

o o

m
m

Knot a hand towel to make

.✓.

artist:Carol M^suressmaller dogs beat much P.12
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CJ3 C chTHE HISTORY OF IROGS

There were frogs on Earth long
before there were human beings.

Unlike many other animals (inc-
-luding us) frogs have chianged

little over the last 150

begm feeding him.There are many
J.ffe^t sorts of Australian frogs.
Probably you will have to look up
a prop^ reference book in the lib-
-rary if you want to know your fro-

correct name.Then check with
wildlife authorities in your state
to find out \diether it is legal to
keep your particular

IS YOUR FROG IN THE PINK OF HEALTH?

Ifost frogs do not like being hand
led and should jump or move away

v^en you try to touch than.Check
that your frog does not have the
camm frog disease-'Red-leg',which
shows as reddish patches on the
^ide of the thighs.This can be
difficult to get rid of and is con-
-tagious.

A BOY OR A GIRL?

ML/M... \
WE WAWT TO

^ BORN, A

WOT COOKED/ 1
very

million years. During this time,
many animals left the water for..
good.Their bodies changed so
that they could live and have
their babies on land.Lizards,

for example,were animals whose .
bodies had been''changed around'
so that their babies were bom
in hard shelled eggs.'Diese did
not dry out and die like the
frog's 'jelly bag' eggs
■vdien waterholes dried up.

AT HOME IN TWO WORLDS
Frogs never really made up
their mind to leave the water. ^
They are at home in oto worlds-
in the water and on the land.

sort.

To be. on. not to 'be.? .

Hold a InoQ like, thli, to
pn.eve.nt etcape.

I

With frogs,this is very hard to tell
However,if your frog is a keen cr-
-oak^, he's probably a boy,
Fanales ^e often silent .A shower of
ram will often cause a male to
start calling.

TM’S NO PIACE LIKE, HOME

The problan is that they can't
spend too long in either place.
Frogs' skin is soft and bare,
without hair or scales,so that
air can get through.lt is cold
and wet-clammy is a good word
to describe its feel.It is imp-
-ortant for a frog to keep has
skin like this,because he never
drinks.All the water and half

the air he needs is soaked up
through his skin.This is why
it is so important not to let
frogs dry out.Frogs are m.embers
of the 'amphibia' family of
animals .What are the names of
the other families?

If you have never kept frogs
before,you will have to find
out as much as possible about
your particular frog before you
start to build him a heme and
P-13

5±»i;

-^(STRl/rH.>^«ER£5,

^NOGETTimovr OF this/

An ordinary glass aquarium is suit-
-abie for most Australian frogs,
^cept tree frogs.This hone should
have a

Tn.ee-^{nog^ have Special
6action padA on the tipi o^
thein iing enA...

Fnogi neven eloie the.in eijeA,
even when oAleep.

carpet' of leaf litter or
ipss (or sand and loose soil for
frogs found in drier areas) .A plant
pt or piece of bark should be sunk
teit-way into this 'carpet' as a
mdr^ place.Living plants should
be planted,if possible-but are abs
olutely necessary for tree frogs

branches and vines.
oink a shallow dish of water into
the floor cover and spray the whole
case lightly from time to time.

. ,{on holding onto bnancheA.

P.14
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frail becoming v/ct''.r--logged.
The temperature should not be
hotter than 28 d;

Sane form of he-::';
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■< mpy lyr-

~/:v. Froiio,

cold--
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-bloode-d
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V7ild,t . , ■

the ■ t C'.:
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icon -eys O' g'’'.r

^ heating t ;r smacl am
is by susperding an

ordinary I'OO -watt light globe
in or near one end of the

tanic (well airay from water of
course).

Hang a -tgr
large funnel which, l^eads
into a large collecting jar.
The insects vTill be attract-

-ed by the light and fall
into the jar via.the tunnel.
Like humans,frogs enjoy a
change in their diet so try
to vary it as much as poss-
-ible.

Icbc.cr lu d
iT., o

●- i’>

KEEP IT CLEAN

Your frog home must be escape
proof.Fly wire netting makes
a good roof for your frog
home because it lets the air

move freely thirough the cage.
This helps to prevent fungus
diseases.Water in the tank

should always be clean and
kept free frem algae.Remove
any rotting food,rubbish etc.
with a pair of tongs or a
kitchen scoop.A large stain-
-less steel soup ladle would
be useful for the changing of
water.

MATES OR MEALS?

Ramonber,don't put frogs
greatly differing in size in
the same tank.The smaller

ones could be eaten.

A WARNING:REMEMBER TO

YOUR HANDS PROPERLY AFTER

HANDLING YOUR 'CROAKERS' .

THE MENU

hbst frogs will only feed on
moving prey, such as insects
and worms. Soft bodied ones

are more popular.lt is possible
to catch enough,especially
during the surrmer months b;
using a simple trap at night.
P . 1 5^^1'HO -I- M -1-
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