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Hello there,

Since Last month's special issue on desent Life,
owt mail box has been overflowing with complaints from
animals who feel that they,also, have been ignored by Nature
Notes, Waklly is absolutely worn
out grom opening thou:ands of
Letterns grom unfoved cnd
unpopular animals Cike death
Waffle on...... addens , sharks and cone shells,
by A. Canmichaek So...to keep them all happy,this
Paterson's Curse,....P.3 fl month's {ssue is all about the
by D. Brydon Less cuddly membens of the big

WHAT'S INSIDE.
Wilbur and Wally

Phenomenal Pholcidae.P.5 | family of nature.
by A. Canmichael
Snakes Alive!
by D. Brydon .

On another subject,1'd Like to
thank all the people whose
voluntarny effornts have helped in
Sea Shore Shockers...P.9 Wl the production of Nature Notes
by B.‘Archibald and Probe throughout the year.A
Nature in the News...P.11l| special thanks to the Ringwood
East Primary School Mother's
Puzzles..............P. 13 Club 48 in ordern forn thein
effonts in collating and packing,
Dear Wally...........P, 190 Another big thank-you must go to
ARTISTS:H.Prohasky e
o Hgggﬂfpesi& ~hasky.ALso, the contribution
St of articfes from many busy people,
. including A, Canmichael,the Asst.
fﬁpn,haue been twly appreciated.Have a pleasant holiday
: DERRA BRVDON '

«««««

Wally and Wilbur plan their beach holiday.

Wilbur: I don't know if I like the beach, Wally,
because I'm afraid of sharks!
sally: Well Wilbur, more people are attacked by bulls and
horses every year than sharks, and besides, -sharks
only like warm water over 21°C.

Wilbur: But there are over 250 species of sharks Wall!

Wally: Yes, but only 6 types are thought to attack people, Wil
Most are afraid of people, and dun't have the sort of
teeth necessary to harm people.

Wilbur: Thich are the meanest ones Wal?

Wally: Tiger sharks and White Pointers are the two most feroc-
ious types of shark,

Wilbur: Well, we'd best go to a river Wally!

Wally: Sharks are known to attack in rivers, bays, ocean beaches,
and creeks. They've even been seen in fresh water.

Wilbur: What brings sharks to beaches Wal?

Wally: Tiger sharks and White Pointers are scavengers wWilbur,
they live off rubbish, or dead and injured fish.

Wilbur: Well why do they attack people, is it because they are
attracted to blood?

Wally: No, no, Wilbur. When people thrash about in the water,
they give off sound waves which sound to the shark the
same as fish in treuble. They can't smell blood or food,
it has to be moving quickly for them to be able to "pick
it w" with the sensory device found on the side of their
bodies.

Wilbur: Can sharks see a long way Wally?

\lally: Yes, they have very good eyesight and can even see in
muddy water or at twilight.

Wilbur: Well T won't swim when there are any dogs around, I've

heard that they attract sharks. '

I they splash a lot and thus attract the

same way people can

1, we'll definitely cancel skin

vy because

ving then!
ving then!

they sSwii 11

tacked Wi

Well, we'll po to a cool beach then, witl
he water and only swim during the
that's an idea Wilbur.kasier still, we !.
a patrolled beach, where they give you plentv of
ning if there ever is a shark abour,
Wilbur- That's a good idea Wall!
Wallx mutter mutter ) Vho invented cousins?!!

A CARI cHAE L. W. PIEOHASIKNY .
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Australia is a land of migrants-and not just the human ones.
The spread of European colonists all over the worid iasv
century led to a re-arrangement of Australia's flora and fauna.
Freviously imprisoned in

iheir own country by an E""--..,_.'

snormous ocean their seeds = SR —_— :
could not cross,new plants s PRICKLY PEAR

came to Australia in the .

~hips bringing new seftlers.
i« red rose from England or _
an olive tree from Turkey :
often helped the migrant ic 2
feel just a little less home- ¢
~5ick, ‘

Most of The plants brought
by migrants were 'tame'.
Garden flowers |ike begonias
snd dahlias didn't spread into
areas where they weren't
wanted,Unfortunately,others
escaped from cultivated areas

caoe8st

and went wild in The bush.Oftens of
they grew so well that they >

pushed out weaker Ausvralian =
iative plants.These wild :

migrant plants became known ase

dangerous or noxious weeds. ;

-]
By taking it from one par+; &

of the world to the other,
humans protected The plant from ifts enemies.The PRICKLY PEAR

ran absolutely wild in eastern Australia after it was brought
from South America.The fungi and small animals which helped
to stop it from spreading foo far at home were lefi benind.
For many years,the prickly pear spread and spread and spread.
Finally,Australians began to worry.They weren't too keen on
the plant taking over their wheat and sheep farming land.To
keep it in control,the Cactoblastic moth from South America
earned a free trip overseas. Larvae from the moth thought

all their Christmases had come at once when they found all
the prickly pear in Australia.What a feast! ’

P.3 BY D.BRYDON,......... . ARTIST: (lifma Prohasky
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Unfortunately,not all plant pest stories have a happy ending.
Paterson's curse (or Salvation Jane if you happen to Think that
+he plant is terrific)covers whole paddocks and hillsides with
its epectacular violet or blue tlooms.Originally,Paterson's

curse came from the Mediterranean
voeoossesseescsssssesvscsancec?®’ ragion Can you find the Mediterran-
BONESEED, -ean sea in your atlas? P.C. was
probably infroduced into Australia
in the 1860's.The name Paterson's
curse is thought to have come aboui
because the plant 'escaped' from
The garden of a family called,of
course,Paterson.The plant's other
name,Salvation Jane,was coined
because in the drier inland parts
of the country,it could be eaten by
starving animals during a drought.
Some people thought also fthat the
flowers had the same shape as The
bonnet worn by The women in the
Salvation Army.Patersonfs curse is
a pest because first it smothers
the land it grows on and then leaves
» behind bare ground when it dies.
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Another pest-SCOTCH THISTLE

e@anmd 8080

For pecple living around
Mel|bourne in Victoria,boneseed or
African Daisy is another pest.
actual name boneseed comes from
colour and hardness of The seed:
shrub is attractive with bright

yel low,daisy-1ike flowers.In its
native country,South Africa,it was kept under control by grazing
animalcs .In the You Yangs,however,boneseed caused the disappear-
-ance of many attractive native species.In Victoria(only) it has
been officially been proclaimed as a noxious weed.On suburban
“rains,photos of boneseed are displayed so that people know to
ectroy it whenever they come across it.
Evervone knows the BLACKBERRY,the worst plant pest

al

he firest Victorian government botanist,Baron Ferdinand von
ellor 4id- '+ realise what a serious problem he would c
v 18T £, nt hlackberry seeds all over fthe state To
tong 7 edc everywhere,loday we are ing to do
c i y | ; 1[ \?,1,. t Vo
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syt =2 Snakes Alive

\‘\ \ around 2500 different types of QN \w

‘ .\ BY D. BRYDON
AN mimﬁgsiﬁ;itziga haieiiobﬁi 3258- The Australian snakes on this ARTIST: W.Prohasky

page have not been given their correct
colours and patterns.Can you do this?Find
out also whether they are VENOMOUS OR NON-
VENOMOUS . ''Snakes of Australia' by G.Gow is an
axcellent book to use for this. 2

venom of a small handful is extremely
dangerous.For most people the chance of
being bitten by a poisonous snake is
extremely rare. Can you think of some
reasons to explain why this should be
so?
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TIGER SNAKE

: All snakes are CARNIVOROUS
what does this mean? Their food
nges from insects to whole wall
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animals, mainly crabs
and shrimps.

There are very few

- people today who do not
know the danger of this "little killer".The octopus
measures only a few centimetres across, with a tentacle
span of 8cm to 10 ¢m. When at rest in rock pools, this
octopus is a rather drab creature. [f annoyed, however,
and particularly if taken out of the water, it starts to

suffer from lack of oxygen. It then begins to show the
peacock blue rings, which give it its name. It is then
that bites can occur, if it is handled. The poison of this

octopus is highly toxic and acts quickly, hence"prevention
is better than cure”.You should remember that when beach
combing and reef exploring, that every octopus can be
dangerous and NONE should be handled?

THE CONE SHELL

The Cone Shell is a kind of mollusc you may have come
across whilst beach combing. It is one of a group of moll-
uscs called Gastropods. They are sometimes called uni-
valves and include snails, slugs and periwinkles to name

a few. The animal contained within the Cone shell is

highly venomous. The venom or poison is produced by a
gland and stored until required in a sac behind the mouth
cavity.The animal has a highly developed sensory system,

Artist: C.Measu;;;f -

THE CONE SHELL,.. cont.
and reacts within seconds
when-1likely prey such
as small fish or marine
worms come close to it.
Live Cone shells are
quite dangerous and
should never be hand-
led.A person who is
stung by a Cone shell
should have a tourni-
quet applied above the
bite as soon as possible
(Do you know why?)
Medical treatment should
be sought promptly.

CROWN OF THORNS STAR FISH.

This seemingly attractive fellow should also be avoided if
alive. He has already been the source of much concern regard-
ing his extremely damaging effect on our own Great Barrier
Peef. Do you know why?

After the animal's meal of coral polyps, all that remains of
the polyps is a white skeleton which has been '"'picked clean"
of flesh. The star fish apparently has few enemies, at least
when adult and is now found in vast mumbers in most of the
significant coral reef areas in the Pacific Ocean. Its many
arms, ranging in number from 7 to 17 are protected with large
"spines!' The skin covering contains poisonous material, so
if a person steps on a star fish, or is nricked when trying
to 1ift one up, severe illness
can result, including not
only pain around the wound,
but vomiting as well.

When the star fish is

fully grown,it has a
diameter of some 60cm.

It can eat about 160cm*

of polyps every day -

thats about 6 square
metres of coral yearlv!
Perhaps you could find

out to what extent the
Crown of Thorns star fish 1is
inhabitinﬁ the Barrier Reef at
present. Has its population
of the reef been curbed? Why not?

How is clam fishing to blame?




SPIDER ARTICLE:Thanks to the "KNOX-SHERBROOKE NEWS®

FOR YOu T0 FIND OuT..... Why has the Great Baier Reef been s0 much
Ain the news fately? lhy has East GippsLand?

Mystery
spider _
threatens|
gardeners

An unknown
spider with a
ite so
poilsonous that
its victims
1eed plastic
surgery has
maimed three
Victorians in
recent months
3 gpider
expert said
that some kind
of unusual
wolf spider

Snakes ahve
—school's In

Photo:Thanks to "THE AGE",5/11/81, page 5'\.
"THE SUN",21/10/81

Text:Thanks to

A antirna woman rece q
recently when she came face to face with what is i
thought fo be a rare and dangerous wolf spider. l

The woman, Mrs Anne Blythman from

Coleman Rd., was hanging her bird cage on the I
front patio when she spotted the spider in its newly I
spun web.
Knox council had no record of such a spider |
ever being reporfed in the area, but from the |
description given, a pest exterminafor agency. '
believed it to be a rare wolf spider.

The spider, brilliantly colored with three |
yellow strips on its back and legs, is apparently not l
a killer but can cause severe swelling and fever if it l
bites.

The Blythmans recently painted their house !
and disturbed a nest of huntsman spiders Mrs
Blythman said in one day she killed 26. _i

1
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"wo of the koalas step outg
to the Yarran Dheran Re
rve at Mitcham yesterday.

was high on the
list of suspects.
Can you find a

picture of one?
" Childrei: ~Wére taken!
inside the school and the!
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By KIM TRENGOVE
WHEN the alarm scunds at Yapeen primary
scheol, it doesn’t mean the children run out-

side for a fire driil,

On the contrary — the
17 students at the 105-
year-old school ouiside
Casflemaine make a dash
for the classrooms and
lock themselves in.

The danger?
snakes.

A couple of the snakes
slithered omt from under

Brown

the school last -week
causing -+panie in th:
playgrovwnd

\\\ﬂm

The school’s only
teacher, Mrs Mary Mec-
Quilten, said: *“Children
were advised to stay
home from school last
FPriday in ecase we' discov-
ered any mbre.”

The first {wo-metre
snake appeared near
some bluestone steps last
Monday at lunchtime.

FHANKS TO "The Sun”
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father of one pupil ar-
nved and - killed the
snake with his shotgun.

The school was desert-
ed on Friday in fear of |
another snake which
went into hiding after
being injured by ' the
mother of a student.

Since then the Educa-
tion Department has had
the school fumigated bhut
Mrs McQuilien and her
students are cautious.

“We don’t know how
tMl’ectivre the spray will be

\yet s s}ie sai yesterday.
+21/10/81 ,p.15

Jgﬂﬁmd coala

ABOUT 260- French Island
koalas will have new homes
next week . . . thanks to the
Fisheries and Wildlife
Depariment.

The koalas are being moved
to mainland Victorian settle-
ments because of a shoffage of

edible gum .leaves on the
Westernport Bay island. -

While koala ' colonics in
other parts of the state dwin-
in recent years, their
brothers afid sisters on french
Island grew in number — and
ended - up eating themseclvey
out of house and home.
The Fisheries’ and Wudhfev

therv
wbout 350 koalas on the island.
Those in over-populated areas
are now being caught by de-
partment officials,

Jepartment says are

After capture, each koala is
weighed, measured and tagged
before a ferry ride across to

the mainlgnd,

Ahat is the "Fisheries
and Wildlife Department

What is its job?

Could the koalas have
been moved to any place
where gum trees grow?
Why not?

E taggagadsqaasdenandininan-
Koalas in
| take-off

LONDON, Sun., AAP. —
IQantas airline’s world-
| wide advertising cam-
! paign featuring a koala

seemed to be having a

strange side effect, ac-
. cording te a newspaper
| report.

Writing in the “London
Day by Day” column in,
the Daily Telegraph,
i “Peterborough” reported

that the director of Syd-

ney's Taronga. Zoo, Jack;

Throp, said visitors fr

the' U.S., where the cam-

paign opened, have start-

| ed asking him to show
them *“those cute little
Qantases.”

-l-n_‘l"}--’
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Find the mystery letter in the auiz on the ridl - 5 i name

and write i1t in the first column.When all the = | éﬁﬁt{hih;?cﬁttmthe o b
letters are there,unjumble them to make a word
which describes the protection of nature.

I am the 6th letter in the name of a famous
Tasmanian town.Most of the plant life around

this town has been killed by mining wastes
and bushfires.

I am the 1st letter of a word used to describe|
animals and plants when their 'type' no longer|
exists-and never will again. :

I am the 3rd letter in the name of the animal
| family whose members have hollow bones.

I am the 2nd letter in the name of the animal
family whose members feed their babies with
mother's milk

I am the 1st letter in the missing word.
IT IS IMPORTANT THAT WE _ _ _ _ ABOUT
AUSTRALIA'S WILDLIFE, =

I am the first letter in the name of the
animal family whose members have scales,lay
eggs and are cold-blooded.

T am the 1lst letter in the name of a type of
shark that does not roar. -

I am the 2nd letter in the name of a common
garden bird who has nothing to do with
Australia's mining industry.

I am the 7th letter in the name of a common

you help them by drawing _
in the missing section? 1 am the 3rd letter in a word which is used to

DPREIBBDEHH . describe all of an animal's or plant's
surroundings.

Ju Edib}_e fmgusq
pi - N
S ] R S | e Bl How embarassing. These : s ¥ i
B B > gk 8 poor animals have Iosk I am the 6th letter in the name of a tiny
o s OME THI NG | half of their bodies.Can - camen garden bird — not an Australian

tim
A
| o

MISSING
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]H:)ﬂng;7qgimglij During December,many 0f you will
] be going on excursLons,

' ; Becky Thomas and Mindy Scozit
M}EL}‘W‘) vew visited the Melbourne Zoo

hecently and whofte 1o

The Lhe Birds. Wally about some of the
The r_nrjg In e uku;: cdre animals they saw thene.
tame becuue e 1@5 e uzwed § Perhaps you could drop
o i pahe \4 him a Line about some of
€ cd o0 et youn excursion experiences
l/\(om) pu,pi@ NORCE ;—7
Them sy +hou rf‘f‘“‘f Ty rﬂwe Giraffe,
Owoy when Yool wdiie The #n (_F“
Lg 1o therm, “Ths olso ’Zt: ; HESH hL ;o Toll gnd
. | | By ( u‘i ‘f- 14" i
like T ouve T "tf DhOfOS & T_' ket %
.th' i | I'I\J-Dtj IL;rt-L“') *‘r‘ d: Of‘ W
betken. o EW? rocks is the g f”rf g2
T AT S pd that Fhe girafe T e
ard_flincly Scatt. § - 2 ftils. 10
_ ﬁﬁ— 1% gJ dhvuq% kY i+ au'H ey
P m '“‘ \,,f‘ O ler J\‘ NG _u.lr‘t'-‘;\f‘
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PHONE ORDERS: (03) 879 1263
WILBUR WOMBAT'S FORSOTEN To | Don'T B A WiLRoe, BE A
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“WHAT AM 1 GOING A i e St
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