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'-'aIIv ■'inci Wilbur plan their beticn hoL5.d;iy,,'V

‘St.'

WilbLur: T don't Itiwc if I IBce die beach, VJally,
because I'm afraid of sharlts!

,'aiiv; V;ell Wilbur, nore people are actadced by bulls and
horses every year than sharics, and besides,-sharlcs
only lii<e -vanri water over 2P C.

Wilbur; But there are o\'er 250 species of sharks Wall
Wally: Yes, but only 6 C\*pes are thouaht to attack people, Wi

liost are afraid of people, andai-<ii't have the sort or
teeth necessary to harm peonle.

'■Jliich are the meanest ones VJal?Wilbur:

Wally: Tiger sharlcs and White Pointers are the t.vr> most feroc
ious types of shark.

Wilbur: Vfell, v;e'd best go to a river Wally!
Wally: Sharlcs are kno:-;n to attack in rivers, Days

and creelcs. Thev’ve even been seen in rresh water.

Wilbur: Miat brings sharks to beaches Wal?
Wally: Tiger sharl<s and White Pointers are scavengers Wilbur,

they live off rubbish, or dead and injured fish.
Wilbur: Well i-fny do they attack people, is it because they are

attracted to blood?

Wally; No, no, Wilbur. When people thrash about in the V7ater,
they give off sound craves vjhich sound to the shark Ae

as fish in trouble. Thev can't smell blood or rood.

HM.0 theAe,
lent myith^-6 special L62>ae on dne/U It^d,

ouA matt box hat bem oveA^loi^ng mtk complatnts ^Aom
antmalt who ^{zoJi that thty^aJUo, havo. been tgnoAed by Natu/LC

Motet, i'Jatly ti, absolutely woAn
oat iAom opening thou<ind6 o^
letteAS ^Aom unloved o.nd
unpopuloA aiumalt like death
addeAt fShoAkt an.d cone shellt.
So,..to keep them all happy,this
month's l6Sae t& all about the

lets cuddly membeAt oi the big
^{amily oi natuAe.
On anotheA subject,!'d like to
thank all the people whose
voluntoAy eiioAts have helped In
the pAoductlon oi NatuAe Motet
and PAobe thAoughout the yeoA.A
special thankt to the Rtngwood
East PAlmoAy School MotheA's
Club It In oAdeA ioA thelA
eiiontt In collating and packing.
AnotheA big thank-you mutt go to
ouA oAtlsts,CoAol MeatuAet,Cindy
Hannam and,oi couAte,(Ollma Pao-
- hat ky. Alto, the contAlbutlon^
oi oAtlclet iAom many busy people,
Including A. CoAmlchael,the Asst,

a pleasai't holiday,
VEBPA BRVVOM

ocean beaches.

WHAT'S INSIDE

Wilbur and Wally
Waffle on	

by A. CaAmlchael
Paterson's Curse	

by V. BAydon
Phenomenal Pholcidae.P.5

by A. CaAmlchael
Snakes Alive!.

by V. BAydon .
Sea Shore Shockers.. .P.9

by B.''AAchlbald
Nature in the News... P. 1]

P.2

P.3 same

it lias to be moving quickly for than to be able to "pick
it up" vri.th the sensory device found on the side of their
bodies.

'/iibur. Can sharl<s see a long way Wally?
they have very good eyesight and c-in even see in

muddy ^●jater or at Gd-light.
i'ilbuT: Well I .^●Jon'L si-vim idicn there are anv dogs around, W-’c

heard tbat Ld.ey attract sliarlm.
●fnev splash, a lo: and atn-acr ’ ‘ip

L::c way pSKiole can
'11 definitely Uincel skin ‘-'ving I'lan!

■-1Lacked Wii. -’:eci'' :ns thev f

Jallv; YesP.7

Only bec.^urc
siuirK

: i hi.tr: Wei L .

Idl . . f'ivers
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■ are rarel
Puzzles... . ..p.i: ●m.d a^tra"on

n-.-, to a ●'Ool teach1 i.i ■I

v,..tcr and iniv

leT'-
Dear Wally

ARTISTS;W,Prohasky
C, Hunnam ^
C, Measuresi

i.(-.
v.it im I 'l

ue«.i VaLbii: . ■-●i.li

- pr-Lrci.ed beacii, there tnev give vaj pleat
●ling if niiere ever ‘s n - .ibour,

Wilbur- That's a good idea Wal!

iC-L- ,

mutter T'litter '' in'-'enrec’ rovsins?!!

EdltpA^have been tAuly appAeclated.Have
●p. li A fCAf2-rv\ 1 - . w, PieOH'AOK.V .
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Unfortunately,not oil plant pest stories have a happy cndina.
^aterson’s curse (or Salvation Jane if you happen to think that

The plant Is terrific)covers whole paddocks and hillsides with
spectacular violet or blue bIooms.OriqinaIiy,Paterson's

curse came from the Mediterranean

region.Can you find the Mediterran-
r -ean sea in your atlas? P.C. was

« probably introduced into Australia
in the I860's.The name Paterson's

● curse is thought to have come about

; because the plant 'escaped' from
- the garden of a family cal led,or

: course,Paterson .The plant's othc
I name,SaI vat ion Jane,was coined

^ because in the drier inland parts
: of the country,it could be eaten by

● starving animals dur'ing a droughi.
Some people thought also that the

flowers had the same shape as the

● bonnet worn by the women in the

^ Salvation Army.Paterson's curse ir
X a pest because first it smothers
s the land it grows on and then leaves
° behind bare ground when it dies.

Australia is a land of migrants-and not just the human ones.

She spread of European colonists all over the world iast
century led to a re-arrangement of Australia's fI ora and fauna.
Previously imprisoned in

iheir own country by an
..normous ocean their seeas

could not cross,new plants
came to Australia in the

‘■ips bringing new settlei's,
. red rose from England cr
"'n olive tree from Turkey

●^ften helped the migranf
feel just a little

● sicko

its

BONESEED

\ ^ Cl

ess nTrr,s'

Most of the plants lo r

migrants were 'tame',
'.-arden flowers like begonias
■ iid dahlias didn't spread into^
areas where they weren

'.vanted. Unfortunate I y .others

escaped from cuItivated areas «
.:n<' went ./ild in the bush.Often#

-.-hal- tb^-‘/ I
■Tn\ i

lyit

-- : Another pest-SCOTCH THISTLE .
PATERSON'S CURSE

* -f

we●ncy o:-..

[.'ushed CUT ".'eakor c

« For people living around
●Melbourne in Victoria,boneseed or

* the African Daisy is another pest,
tThe actual name boneseed comes from

●the colour and hardness of the seed^

,.;The shrub is attractive with bright

ye I Iow,daisy-1ike fiowers.in its

native country,South Africa,it was kept under control by grazing
a^^imalr .1^ You Yangs,however,boneseed caused the disappear-
-ance of many attractfve native species.In Victoria(on Iv) it has
been officially been proclaimed as a noxious weed.On suburban
“rains,photos of boneseed are displayed so that people know tc

troy if whenever they come across it.
Evervone knows the BLACKBERRY,the worst plant pesi ^

he flr^i V'ctorian government botanist,Raron Ferdinand
what a seriou'T prohlem wou I d

I I'-'klH-n r y sf>ed'. all . c

■'verywlier'"'. 1 oday w'-

i v( : . I

migrant pc.'.irls be

dangerous

By taking it from one purt^^
of the world to the other,

humans protected the plant from its enemies.The PRICKLY PEAR
ran absolutely wild in eastern Australia after it was brought
from South America.The fungi and small animals which helped
to stop it from spreading too far at home were left bcnli'io.
For many years,the prickly pear spread and spread and spread.
FinaI Iy,AustraIians began to worry.They weren’t too keen on
the plant taking over their wheat and sheep farming land.To
keep it in control,the Cactoblastic moth from Sduth America
earned a free trip overseas. Larvae from the moth thought
all their Christmases had come at once when they found all

the prickly pear In AustraIia.What a feast!

'■.riC'";:

noxlous Y/e*;e( J -
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Did you Vhot-j that there

around 2500 different types of
snalcesTAustralia has 140 of these

Most of than are hamless but the

venan of a sroall handful is extronely
dangerous .For most people the chance of
being bitten by a poisonous snalce is

extronely rare. Can you think of
reasons to explain x-fiy this should b

;V
1

BY D. BRYDON

The Australian snakes on tliis

L y page have not been given their correct
^ colours and patterns.Can you do this?Find

out also xdnether they are VENdlOUS OR NON-
\nLN0M}US. "Snakes of Australia" by G.Gow is an
excellent book to use for this.

ARTIST: U.Prohasky

some

TIGER SNAKE

TAIPAN

BANDY BANDY

/'.il snakes are CARNIVOROUS

L toes t:his mean? Their foodhnaDmmD PYTHON
from insects to vjhole wall

ng on how big tl' y are■ -uir'en

reeth who ,u
ri ● ta'LT) ^ t.

.1 1-.
T'ir' L K.i..

■ COPPEPvHEAD

DEAIH ADDER

S ^ct

■. . ISeing cib.l ': H-
A

V r'ion£ xs x’erv

clung●I )

I tnin^:'■'t viv .

\ ’



Artist: C.Measures,

TIIF. CONE S?iELL... cent,
and reacts within seconds

when-likely prey such
as small fish or marine
worms come close to it.

Live Cone shells are

quite dangerous and
should never be hand

led.A person who is
stung by a Cone shell
should have a tourni

quet applied above the
bite as soon as possible
(Do you know why?)
Jfedical treatment should

be sought promptly.

s

'.I

'● *.' -

CP.aW OF THORNS STAR FISH.

This seemingly attractive fellow should also be avoided if
alive. He has already been the source of much concern regard
ing his extremely damaging effect on our own Great Barrier
Peef. Do you know why? , ● . r
After the animal's meal of coral pol-yps, all that remains ot

white skeleton which has been '’picked clean"
at least

\

I m:. , ma-ni; -

and shrinTi)s.
There are very few
people today who do not

little killer".llie octopus
acrf-’'^s, with a tentacle

r, st rock pools, tliis

*● a >. '●*. r

the polyps is a .
of flesh. The star fish apparently has few enemies,
when adult and is now found in vast numbers in most of the
significant coral reef areas in the Pacific Ocean. Its many
arms, ranging in number from'7 to 17 are protected with large

The skin covering contains poisonous material, so
steps on a star fish, or is oricked when trying

know the danger of this
measures only a few centimetres
span of Sen to tP caw V.hcn at

is a rather dral' crealare. H' annoyed, h-n-.evar,
11 ii'ts to

t f

f t

spines:

if a person
to lift one up, severe illness

result, including not
only pain around the wound,
but vomiting as well.
Vdien the star fish is

fully grown,it has a i
diameter of some 60cm.

It can eat about 160cm^ j/
of polyps every day - ^
thats about 6 square / ^

octopus

and particularly if taken out o
uffer from lack of oxyeeii

which i\a it

if i r I ' indl'

ail I aci .● quiv ' 1
should rciiwr.'er that

th' '.ater,
●'ins to sIk'Vs the

11 nairo. It is then
The Uvfi son of tl i-

QIt ’ ! H-S I
can

peacock blue rings,
that iutes can occur,

octopus IS liighly toxic
is better than cure".You
combing and reef exiiloring, that ever;, octopus can
dangerous and X0\T: should handT.'dd
TIT. (’0\T SHTXI.

The Cone Shell is a kind of mollusc, voii nav liave cm'io
across whilst beach combing. It is one of a group' of nolT
uses called Gastropods. They are sometimes called uni
valves and include snails, slugs and periwinkles to irimc

The animal contained within the Gone shell is
poison is produced hv a

■ ■ a sae' behind the mouth

tiil jo

ii 'it.r.enct' pro'.'ent uai\',

hoacl'i>dien

be
P

metres of coral yearlv! \f
Perhaps you could find V
out to what extent the \
Crown of Thoms star fish is
inhabiting the Barrier Reef at
present. Has its population
of the reef been curbed? Uhy note

How is clam fishing to blamel

s'

a few'.

higblv venomous. The venom or .
gland'and stored until recpiired ii:
ca\ itv. Ilu animal has a higlily developed senson' system,

<5

i

p- >e?
I



Mystery |

spider

threatens

gardeners

SPIDER ARTICLE:Thanks to the

FOR VOU TO HW OUT

KNOX-SHERBROOKE NEWS"

Why k(i6 the GA.eat Bcuuvie/i Ree{ been -6o much
-In the nm6 Zat^ty? Why hcu> East Glppsland?

n

>'lPhoto: Thanks to "THE AGE" , 5/11/81, page
TextrThanks to "THE SUN" , 21/10/ai*

y<«

'v«.

An unknown

;pider with a
●lite so

:>oisonous that

Lts victims

ieed plastic

surgery has
maimed three

'V

A Wantirna woman received quite a scare “
recently when she came face to face with what is y
thought to be a rare and dangerous wolf spider.

The woman, Mrs Anne Blythman from .
Coleman Rd., was hanging her bird cage on the U

- front patio when she spotted the spider in Its newly |
8 spun web. n

Knox council had no record of such a spider i
n ever being reported in the area, but from the &

Victorians in y description given, a pest exterminator agency
recent months. I believed It to be a rare v/olf spider,

n The spider, brilliantly colored with three y
> yellow strips on its back and legs, is apparently not y
B a killer but can cause severe swelling and fever if it

bites.

The BIvthmans recently painted their house B
8 and disturbed a nest of huntsman spiders Mrs *
] Dlythman said in one day she killed 26.

OB BKI0 SUd

\ Spider

expert said
that some kind

of unusual

wolf spider

KS

J

Snakes alive
school's in

was high on che

list of suspects.

Can you find a

picture of one?
Children "'were taken

inside the .scliool and the
father of one pupil
rived and killed the
snake with Ills shotgun.
The school was desert

ed on Friday in fear of ,
another snake which i

went into hiding after
being injured bv the
mother of a student.
.Since then the Muca-

tion Department has had
the school fumic.ited, but
Mrs McQuilten and her
students are cautious.
“We don’t know how

effective tlie spray will be
[yet,” said yesterday.

PHANKS TO "The Sun",21/10/81,p-15

'wo of the koalas step
. to the Yarran Dkeran Re-'--

yesterday.●rve a* i'n'orir'm

dsiland k
By KIM TRENGOVE

WHEN the alarm setiOiU at Yapeen primary
school, it doesn't mean the children run out
side for a fire ^791].

ar-

ABOUT 200-prench Island department
ibout 350 koalas on the i.sland.
Those in over-populated areas
are now being caught by de
partment officials.

After capture, each koala is
weighed, measured and tagged
before a ferry ride across Lo

the mainland.

,*Jhat is the "Fisheries

and Wildlife Department? I'

What is its job?

Could the koalas have

been moved to any place

where gum trees grow?

Why not?

koalas will have new homes
next week . . . thanks to the
fisheries

B^eparJment.

iCoaias m
V/ildllfeandthe

17 students at the 105-

year-old school outside QuUten, said: “Children
Castlemaine make a da.sh wore advi.sed to .stay
for the cla.ssrooms and home from school last
lock thcm.selves in.

On the contrary Thc- s c h o o 1 ’s only
teacher, Mrs Mary Mc-

LONDON. Sun., AAP. —
Qantas airline’s world
wide advertising cam
paign featuring a koala
seemed to be having a
strange side effect, ac
cording to a newspaper
report.
Writing in the “London

Day by Day" column in.
, the Daily Telegraph,
' “Peterborough" reported
, that the director of Syd
ney’s Taronga Zoo, Jack.

Throp. said visitors from^
the' U.S., where the cam-

I paign opened, have start
ed asking him to show
them "those cute little
Qantases.”

The koalas are being moved

to mainland Victorian settlc-

-aents because of a shortage of
edible gum .leaves on the
■Westefnport Bay island.

■While koala colonics in

other parts of the state dwin
dled in. recent years, their
brothers,arid sisters on French
Island grew in number — and
ended up eating themselvei^
out of house and home.
The Fisheries and Wildlife-

Friday in case we' disc^^v-
ered any more.”'
The first two-metre

near

The danger? Brown
.snakes. .

A couple of tire snakes snake appeared
Blitliered ont from under blu^tone st^js last

week "onday at lunchtime.the school- last

causing ● >panic in th.-
playground

III

nili

■flHBimiBBfiSB -1 O
r



Find the mystery letter in the quiz on the rigi
and write it in the first column.When all the
letters are there^unjumble them to make a word
which describes the protection of nature.
:]UMBAT

I am the 5th letter ia the -name of a type of
Tnammal that can 'think' .

●

9

I am the 6th letter in the name of a famous

Tasmanian town.Most of the plant^life around
this toi^Tn has been killed by mining wastes
and bushfires.

I am the 1st letter of a word used to describe
animals and plants vhen their 'type' no longer
exists--and never will again.

I am the 3rd letter in the nam.e of tiie animal

family "^diose members have hollow bones.

ft.- ^1! 1-

/●i,'4

I

I

I am the 2nd letter in the name of aramal
family wb.ose maiibers feed their babies with
mother's milk

U

I 3?
I am the 1st letter in the missing vjord.
IT IS IMPORTANT THAT

AUSTRALIA'S I-JIIDLIFE.

' V
\

ABOUT

4

BANDICOOT ,
I am the first letter in the name of the
animal family whose maribers have scales,lay
eggs

I am the 1st letter in the name of a type of
shark that does not roar.

and are cold-blooded.i
/A

■'Sk TASMANIAN DEVIL

Vf5::-

I am the 2nd letter in the name of a carrmon

garden bird \dio has nothing to do with
Australia’s mining industry.

I

I am the 7th letter in the name of a carmon
edible fungus.t<angaroc

How embarassing! These
poor animals have lost
half of their bodies.Car

you help then by dravd.ng
in the missinn sectiorv^

I am the 6th letter in the name of a tiny
conjxjn garden bird — not an Australian
natrve.

I am the 3rd letter in a word x>3hich is used to
describe all of an animal's or plant s
surroundings.	

j* ●

(P.14
i
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DlbiTllRlj Va/L^ng VecdmbeA,mani/ you.
be Qo.i.rg on excuK^Zon^,
Becky Thoma-6 and MZndy ScoZt
vZ^Zted the Melbourne loo

^dccntZy and ejfiote to
I'JaZZy about -dome, o^ the
anZmaZ-6 they -daw tkcK-c.
PdAhap-6 you couZd dAop
hZm a ZZm about ^ome. o^{
LjouK e.xcufL-i>Zon cxpe.A.Zcncc-6.

(D diCD
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SEND TO: P.O. BOX 28,RINGWOOD EAST.VIC 3135.

_ PHONE ORDERS: (03^ 87Q 1263

Wiik^ui^^worvie^'-, Fof^c?nc-M To
MATUi^ rJoT£>

♦WH/iT AH I

TO S>D NOVJfClS,
WORTH living WITHA U &

OUT WTURENOTESyj ^

Ooro'T A voi

voiiotviei^ wtTH wAuior. oRp&JR-
VCX4(^ 10SX NATOQ^ HC’TEJ' -4-
■PiRoQE- tvioW .■'

<’Rt>eE\ WH*
4- F/^oae_

m
"FILLIA/ the
FORM TOUAY.
DON’r DELAY/"

sJPikT'jii
SOT0

’Son

Prices for 1982: Nature Notes - 23c [ yearly rate
$3,50Probe

This includes postage,of course.
Minimum order price is $2.50 to cover postage.

12c

I wish to order copies of Nature Notes
copies of Probe.

Name. . .

Address

Postcode....

You can pay now,or be invoiced early in the
new year,
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