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Wally and Wilbur are on a holiday at the snowfields and
are looking for -work.............
Wally :Well, -fthat sort of work do you think we can get

here,Wil?

'^Jilbur :The enployment centre wants us to be hu.. .hu.. .hu..
huskies!

Wally '.Huskies! We can.'t do that!
WilburH^Jhv not,Wally? The bloke said we were furry and
h^d four legs, so we shoifLd be able to do it okay.
ifellv :Wilbur, huskies are special animals because they can.

survive in these icy conditions. Wombats just arerit
made to work in the snow.

Wilbur:What's so special about icy conditions?
Wally -It's fine if you're all m^ed up and our of the

cold, but only certain animals are strong enoiagh to
live in the snow. The little Burramys, or mountaii'

pygi^ possum is one animal who nas adapted to the
alpine areas.

Wilbur:! saw a broad toothed rat, too, Wal. Can they live
in the snow?

Wally ;Yes Wilbur, but wciribats CAN'T! We'd die of frostbite
or exposure!

Wilbur:Yuk! Forget it! frozen feet? No way am I sticking
around here. Let's catch the first bus out of here

Wal. It's far too dangerous a place for wonbats.
We need the warmth of a toiperate weather zone.

Wally :Cool it,Wilbur As long as we are protected from
the weather we'll be okay. Look, here's a job for a
boiler attendant. Let's check that one out. At least
it sounds warm.

Wilbur:Okay. Wal,I wonder what we have to boil?

Wally :Wilbur, you'll be the end of me.

-Y.jojo^A ,; Australia's alpine and sijb-alpine regions

HMo thoAt,
Have, you heoAd the. newi>'^ ia&t month tt wa6

announced that Htn hitn and SuJ>u,the two ChtneJ>e. fied pandas
on the. ih.o^'it aoveA,weA.& on theJji May to UetbouJine zoo.They
oAe a Qt^t to the people oi \)tetofu.a in.om theJji ' htAteti
pAovtnce’ ,Jtangz>u,tn China.An.en't they beautt^uI.?Pandai,o^
coiiUe,aJie ven.y MeJit adapted to Living In a cold' dLanate.
What ieatuAeBoi{ theln. body mILL telL you tkli>? AintyiaLla
l6 o^ten thought oi{ cu> a ilat,dn.y eount/iy but thti

li> not n.eatiy tA.ue.In the

ioutheo6t oi{ ouA eountAy lj> a
gAeat boomeAang-^haped ^Meep
oi mountains, ,vaJUieyt, and high
oLatm, that oAe o^{ten ^{oAgotten
in OUA deicAlptlom, o^{ "a wide
hAoMn Land".The AuAtAallan ALpi>
lontaln mo6t o£ ouA highest
mountalyn-Bogong,FeatheAtop,
Hothorn,Bu^^aLo and Kosciusko.
In theJ>e beautiful poAtf> oi
OUA eountAy you will. £lnd a
voAlety oi pLanU and anlmaU
quite dliieAent to thoAe iound
anywheAe elte.In tkU month'i>
'alpine' li>^ue,"HatuAe Notet
taket a special Look at the
mountainous paAts oi ouA eountt-i

CheeAlo ioA now,
VEBRA BRVVOM
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'raiSIV’TllAT Mi OUT
LONG AGO...

there was an outburst ’

of volcanic activity in*
eastern Austra1ia.This (

More than two million years

ago,an important stage in
Australia's

A MYSTERY

FOSSIL-THE

BURRAMYS

j-;<●rock history'

came to an end.You won't

have heard about the Plio-

0 produced many volcanic 0

0 moutain ranges and
0 peaks ,V7hich can still ^

be seen today.Finally,
the whole of the east-

Countdown" ,even-cane in

though it's a good name for ^

a band.During the Pliocene ^
period,Australia went
through a lot of ups and
downs.First,the southern and?
western parts of the contin-^
-cnt were raised.At this

ij-me,most of what is today

NuilaijOr

sea, as V/as most of the Murf--^
-ay Basin.These seas dried

0>

9

if
-ern edge of our cont-

-inent was raised up.

In some places,land was®
® 3000 metres above sea #

the high country,above 1370

®metres,breeding begins in
^January.The tadpoles develop

^more slowly but eventually

original Sj
have since B

down,this H

contains the 1

point in Aust->

Kosciusko stands at 2,230 ®
metres even today.

;^ * * * * * *

mountains

been worn

area still^ level.What does this

^meanPNew South Wales
^and Victoria were lift-^

-eel up even higher than

test of th-e Strip
from Tasnmnia

highest

-ria Mt ^teach a body length that is
‘ ■ ■ 50% greater than that of

lowland frogs.They must then
wait much longer than their
cousin s

■t. "K e was a

tVis

it o

up when the land WaS ’raised.
® York.Although the to turn into frogs.

owe MUSI: ffleir- bef

#the tiny trogiets
chance of

th is

continue to svim,aS
in the cold water under the

ice.It's enough to make you
shiver,isn't it?

WHEN THF. DFAD CAME TO J.TFK'
In 1966,two Melbourne men on

a ski trip in the high coun-
-try of Victoria found a

A 5 G M C A ND Dishes MAKt 0 1'

THE HIGH country...

corroboree Frog.
Brilliantly coloured in

yellow and black,this

amphibian was named bee- ®

-ause of its likeness to ^ 1
the body markings of
ochre and charcoal used b

the aborigines in dance

ritua1s.Life,however,is np
song and dance for this

At about the same time,
The one5511

have even.1 S L li e
r-

THE MT.KOSCIUSKO AREA-IN EARLY SUMMER! .Until
t i m e oomes , they mUSt

taddi^s

sma11^friendly little possum
do just about everything ® in a ski hut on Mt.Hotham.lt
to stay alive and breed '

in the icy conditions- of Their
the High Plains.Luckier

frogs who live in the

lowlands usually begin

breeding in April or May.
Their young tadpoles turn

into frogs the following
October or November.In

attractive frog.It has to

^was only 16 centimetres long
'find'ended an argum-

^-ment between Australian
0 zooligists that had been
0 going on since^1894.For all

this time,the only Burramys
that had been seen was a

fossilised One.Talk about

staying out of the limelight!

TTlli; ALPSPHOTOsThanks to by D.Brydon
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Desert l)ush may feed

petrochemical plants

“ ® A FEMALE long-footed potoroo witK one of its 0
a Y0U71Q. 5

0ng-f©©t’s ip
i-i'c/essor Und^rd.own in his laboratory with a piece of the

cottonceed plaht.

A l.'.ardy desert, bush, known as
ci atcn bush 7 could be on .i.ts v<ay to becoming an.

1 i.a ' s petrochemical.

1. Littlethe broad-leafr.tj

I'!
r,Tr

« ONE of Australia’s rare
important part of
.industry.The cotton bush is common all through-
■■●cut South Australia.Seeds of the bush v.?ere

originally released by accident last century by
Afghans who brought camels to central Australia,
The cotton like substance f.roio the bush's pods

a feat! I
A

® animal species
j nocturnal ’■■■
fl potoroo

CZ3I
— the

0□n

long-footed●33

1
S23

— Jius l>een ISTB

a bred in captivity for ther-ti

when scientists studied K\V
LTr:

r.-s

a first time.

B Two young long-foot-
B cd potorooSj or to give
1 them their .scientific
“ name Potorou.s Lon-

5 gipe,s, have been suc-
a ccssfully bred at the Sir

animals hit by cars.
In 1979, Fisheries and

Wildlife Division re-
iZTJ

searcii officer Mr John n\\%.
Seeheck caught two b/-.^ ‘
long-footed potoroos in o

East Gippsland. Jx
They were the first b

live ones to be studied ^

C=>

used to pad camel saddles,When thesewere

became old,they burst open and spread the seeds
alT over the desert areas.The South Australian
Government has recently spent $150,000 on a

project to find out just how the plant can be
used to supplement the nation's petrol supply.
Professor Reg Underdown,of the South Australian
●Institute of Technology,says that the hydro-
-carbons in the oil from the cotton bush could
be used to make motor car petrol but it would
take at least 12 months to work out exactly

how.A committee from the United States i$ c. its
way to South Australia to investigate this

^ excitingfproject.

iS3

8 Colin MacKenzie FaunaiSS

> Park, Healesville.

g The breeding program
g will continue.

in Australia. Scientists !- V
found they had twice ,
the number of chromo- ns The marsupial .specie.';

“ was fir.st discovered
j about 10 years ago

the more f-somes as

common potoroo. r--

»'
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The Sun" ,

19/3/82,p.11
* * * * * * panda 2

By JIM NEVEIN

= QUARANTINE restrictions Slave
S delayed the arrival of a pair of

ABOVE: Thanks toS rare Chinese pandas to the Mel-
E Sjottrne Zoo.

“closest living relatives of a giant
panda common in China 40 years
ago.”
Their arrival was to coincide with

the visit of the Vice-Governor of
Jiangsu Province, Mr Jin Xun, who
will be in Melbourne for the Jiangsu
Arts Fair which begins at the Exhi
bition Building today.
The pandas are being kept in

quarantine to ensure that they are
lit before they are flown to Mel
bourne.

A Chinese vet, Mr Su Ling Mu,
should arrive with the pandas some
time in mid-April.

803^3119 DOOBDflODOilllS^n All Etfl Dll DOS nnnnDSDnDQQOQflasn^S 'lSjOnoaOOa anon [filnDnoaflODaDDaanDnnnnnonii Dim BDDOflODBflo non

The Sun ,-
The Bed Styans pandas were ex-

^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ = pected to arrive next week as part of
S a cultmal exchange between Victoria
= and our sister province of Jiangsu.
= The pair is Nin Nin, a five-year-
P old female weighing 5.4 kg, and Susu,
E a six-year-old 6 kg male.
S The pandas have reddy-brown fur
s with long brown tails and spend most
S of their time in trees.
S A Melbourne Zoo spokesman said

Susu were the

II If

STOP

The pandas

have now

arrived !
S that Nin Nin and

EDIT. : D . Brvdon ilMiWmWililiimtlMa
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WHO ARE

s

body and

'trousered'
LEGS - BROWN.

M05E PIECE, EYE
AND FEET- YELLOW.

y/:,5 Alpiyie area^
of the Eastern Victorian Ranges
are those which are,in parts, above the 5000 foot
altitude.These areas (bounded by Mt.Butler,Mt.Buffalo,Mt.Bogong,
Mt. Cobboras and Mt.Welling ton) are covered in deep snow throughout the winter months.
Blizzards, low cloud,high winds and falling snow keep the bird life to a minimum at this time of
the year .When the weai^er improves,however,birds venture back up the mountains from the deep valleys below to feed in
the snow gums or to pick frozen insects from the melting snow.The flowers of the alpine grevilleas,the snow gums and heaths attract

nectar seeki'ng birds like the Honey eater.Hordes of mountain grasshoppers provide ample food for the larger birds including the
Hawks,Ravens,Currawongs and Magpies.The birds on this page are frequent visitors to Victoria’s alpine areas.Colour them in
and then see if you can discover their correct names. A handy book for this task is "Birds of Victoria-the Ranges",which
will probably be -’^ound in your school library-or should be! ■ .9
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Wh^n you think AntaAattca,do
you think oi any typu plants
on. ^loweuu? WM, the.y zxaM thdn.(i.\^^\’'l
juit 06 ptant6 do on thz othoA ^ „*●
contimnt6 o£ thz Q.anJ:h.

VtowQAinQ piant6 have. be.tn
di6coveAe.d in the. Antanctyic.
too. One. day an e.xploAeA-
ncumd Grange. Bnyant mo6
uoandeAing anound an i^sland
oil the. AntojKutA-c. aoo6t,_
mhdn he. c.m^ acJto6-6 a tiny
hidden valley, Mhich had
mo66 and gnoAny 6lope6.
He called it ■’Shangni-La".
Vo you knoM why he cko6e
thl6 name?

■/W

' has <'

3JCC1

A long time ago, a botaniAt
y. .1 called JoAeph Hooken. wnote

that theAe weAe only nine
^ typeA oi plantA ^ the

AntoActic. Uhat he didn’t

^v| know about weAe micAoAcopeA
^ which have now Ahown many
^ moAe typeA oi plantA that

^-hQ^ makas,
Six j
- - Sevcn/^

,V:M

A

iMi ;

think why ifie\
AntalLcttc ha6 o^vty Auch a \
AmoXi a,momit, ofj pla\it Hie *
compared to mainland \
AuAtAalea? iHeM, out oi .
13 million Aqu.oAe km, only \
5,7 thouAand AquaAc efm. .iA \
iAee C’i ice! Add to tluA the
iacii that theAe iA not a lot
oi Aoin in the AntoActic, _anc
you can Aee why only Apecial
kindA oi plantA can .AuAvivej
theAe.

pt'

.U.<=^ 2s

(ThiA "micAoiloAa", OA it‘iA > Uool

Cealldknown^ includeA mouldA like
penicillin. TheAe oAe many
diiieAent typcA oi micAo-

ex/s

plantA living in the pondA
and Aoil oi the AntoActic.

HookeA believed that a

long time ago, the continent
wa^ coveAed with lotA oi
ilowcAA. It woAn't until

PTheAe Ia Atilt a lot oi

exploAing and iinding out to
do in the AntoActic. Can you
think oi AeoAonA why it would
have been hoAdeA to do ACAeoAch
theAe even ioAty yeoAA ago?

aiteA he died that ioAAilA
oi plantA weAe iound in the
AockA that pAoved hiA theoAy.
The AoAt oi ioAAil iound

rain
pAoved that AntoActica
woAn’t alwayA 0A> cold oA it
it today, too. How do you
think AcientiAtA could iind
thiA out?

rc
6’

€
ce

t,:a

to ^ 0 hktl^ t

T" (A ●

ThingA to do:
find out what theAe plantA
OAe; lichen,moAA, algae.
What it a ioAAil?
What it mould? How do we ute it?

glacier
%*



o <Si ™ wKii-e. TH£V cor^e across a cl-oster. of extr^melvo aftep-
Tou&H t.oOKvr>iC. TREES /HS^f vmKich one of

YOU duvs KNOWN
V AS "NAIUS" yloi o

O
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ARTIST;Cindy HurmamBY D.BRYDON O
c

T FOR SIR

HUMPHREY CRUMPer^
AHEM.. AND uAST '

80T NOT LEAST the
MUCH SOUGHT AFTER

AWAR.O FOR VeaeTAStSi
bravery must ao to., ]

-S!R N. SMOW-
-<SUf^ OF

MT. 8O&0^4C^ ij

O O O O Mo
O

m
TRERR-INCv ACROSS THE

’ coomtrysidE, our famous

I AOSTRAHAN fYAToRALtST
HA<RY BUNGI-ER JO(NS thoss^
other famous naturalists ^
THE £,0WLAND SJSTSRS ^
IN AN ONENOCNC QUEST TO \W
Solve the many MYsrcRies
OF MATOR.G..

THIS PAONTH

Sisters help To make a

LceRTAlNTREE very HAPPV...,^^
I'm oue BAcx Ai __

the palace AMY KlOMEMT]
NOW, -THECoRCiS MAVETo I

FED, YOU KMOw.
I TRUST

■ ■ You AIRLS TO
D6LI V£R TH IS
medal to (rs

I RiaHTFoL owner?

0' °0
Q 0

ff' SQ

/' V*

NOT-SO modest 'S
duly awarded his well
eARfA^D mEPAl-"

well, I MUST ADMIT THAT LIFE AS )
^ A SNOW-GOM HAS BEEN PRETTy
..^TOUGH. like all other ALPINE )

Plants, i've hap two main problemv

-ONE vs HOWTO KEEP MYSELF OECeNTLY^
OReSSSD WITH leaves (N the strong J

winds we have up here., the secons^
PRO&LE.HA rve HAD TO ©ATTLE WITH
IS THE SLUSHY SOIL WHICH is AlWAYM .
eroding away - OR turning to Mud a
-Just when you least expect it ‘ j
WHEN 1 WAS A HOUNG UAO - JUST A Y
sapling .

/

o

THE LOWLANI
s, G>..* -

<vv,€ /

& TT

)

I

J/t:bot its

Fkee'Z./NG UP THERE
GIRLS i WHAT'S SO SPECIAL
ABOUT A dumb OLD tree

Anyhow?---

'IW -T ● V.

11'

...1 WAS one of \
THE FEW THAT

suRviveo. opcouRsi

MY 'sent DOVWN LOv

SHAPE HELPED STOP

) the wind from ^
:up-root/ng me^^

u
& ... SOMg OF THE OTHER 1/

VoONG TREES GROWING NEAR*\
me mao a much tooga€.R j
battle to Survive than itsid.'S,
all of us SUFFEReO FROM FROST
oahtage when OUR N€W leaves'
APPEARED, Sur I WAS LUCKY. I AM
'A short TREE WITH A VERY SHORT
GROWIAiG PERIOD each V€AR.>^

●'^AS SURE

AS EGGS

AR€ EGGS,
©F

VOUR

.uWIGMMESi DO YOo
CftT

??●

SMOvN?,
Ifi...BUT THE HARDY LI-XAROS OUST iGNORje HAIRY'S

COWARDLY protests AND READ OFF UP MT BOGONG.r!

I DON'T SeeMV SARK. IS
LIHV I CAN'T

THIN HER AHBMV
WIN A gRAveftVleaves ARe
Award too —Smaller than

L



c WILBUR ALWAYS DRESSES IN THE RIOTI GEAR
FOR HIS EXCURSIONS TO THE SNCW.....

WOOLLEN BALACLAVA

●DON iOlSK. JijATii JN THE HIGH COUNERY-Eoliowjng
vivci’ 1-ules may save your life!

'.lilking Oiiu ai:e popular- activities jji
-mo Austra-Iiar. A.lps TI-.ose of; you liave been on

y excursions to the sno^j -'will realTse just how cold
1C can b^-especially xdien vou're wet.Visiting the
snow T-r a day or longer,c.m be great fun but

a few basic rules are followed,tragedy can
ercrui..d. the comer.In 1971,a 15 year old

I _ \ C^' bcy dieci -frcm EXPOSURE (or hypothermia) while on
# Ir "the Cradle Mbuntaiu-Lake St.Clair Nat-

I K ^ -ional P.ark in Tasmania. Such deaths occur
''''wimtdf ^ regularly each year .many of than caused by ignor-

-ance of survival rules.The main problem is that

y ( iTh A Liir
i : Oi-O'-' <;

C-' Lh.es e basi.c;
I

c
WATERPROOF PARKA,

(WITH FAKE FUR COLLAR,

OF COURSE)

WOOLLEN GLOVES■1^

c
^ 'in. Less
^ ' be jLOSr.

ENERGY FOOD WATERPROOF

MATCHES

c AN UP TO-
T

C I DATE MAP

c
C3HISPARE SOCKS

AND

JUMPER

..4 c
C /

C

c
;
>r'-

c WATERPROOF

GROUNDSniEc i
c

WATERPROOF

OVERPANTSc:' 1--
c V,

-the hunan body^ is just not made for survival in
CJ rhese cold areas.We have to make up for our' lack

of fur hi other ways.Wind and wetness are the two
killers.At 10 degrees C.,a wind of 50 kilometres

g per. hour produces the same heat loss on unprotec-
-ted skj.a as ccmpletely windless conditions at

C--' -22 degrees centigrade.Also,if the skin is wet,it
c loses heat 20 times faster tlian dry skin. If left
c unprotected in these wet and xvindy conditions,a

human beingi body tenperature wuuld begin to drop
^ belo>7 normal, and finally beceme so cold it could-
CJ -n't warm up again-even if given warm drinks and
o wrapped in -warm clothing!
^ Walkers and skiers in Australian alpine areas
cOQOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOQO

COMPASSWOOLLEN

TROUSERS

WOOLLEN SOCKS

D. Brydon
STRONG

WATERPROOF BOOTS
ARTIST:W.Prohasi

(

l^w'ofteTte^To^lia iiito dangerous situations by ^
weather They should know better.Even in summer,weather in the
Alps can change much more rapidly than it does at hone, Sudden
blizzards have killed many a eyeless person in spr^ or s^ei
Basic clothing for walking in the high- country should AMS
include strong waterproof boots,long wooUen ttousers wiA
clastic 'overpants' and a waterproof ,wmdproof parka A woollen
oao (oreferablv of the balaclava type) and woollen gloves are
SlentillS wol.did you say? Well,wool ranains warm,even wha
wet.viiich acrylic blends or cotton cannot do.

warm, sunny

□ LKjaaLca
V.



all know,I hope,
that 1982 is the Year o;

the Tree..It’s a year whe

all people should think;
Icarefully about the imp

of trees , not-ortance

only to humans but to

the rest of the natural
world.

Trees can make a

suburb or a street beau

-tiful.Have you ever

looked at the interest-
●●

ing texture of the

trees in your area?Bark

rubbings or plaster

easily becasts can

made.To make a bark

rubbing,press a piece o
against the trunk,

crayon or pen-

of the trunk will be

casts of a trunk of a

sideroxyIon ,
into the crev-

sec^ion of the trunk.The plast-
used as a mould into

of Paris is poured.When the plaster ha
can be removed and the plaster

as possible to the colou

light paper or greaseproof paper
then rub over the surface with a soft

-cil.The patterns and textures

seen in the rubbing.Plaster

trunk such as the Ironbark,Eucalyptus
are made by first pressing plasticene
-ices and shape of a
-icene is then removed,then

which plaster

set,the plasticine

cast painted to look as near
of the bark.

PERHAPS YOUR CLASS COULD GET TOGETHER AND MAKE A

COLLECTION OF BARK PLASTER CASTS OF THE TREES IN YOU

AREA.FIND OUT THE CORRECT NAME FOR EACH TYPE OF TREE

NATURE NOTES;Registered at th^ G.P.O. as a

■periodical Category B.ADDRESS ; P.O.Box 28,
Ringwood East,Vic.3135.PHONE:879-1263(Melb)
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