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are looking for work.. ... .« s

Wally :Well, what sort of work do you think we can get up
here,Wil?

Wilbur:The employment centre wants us to be hu...hu...hu..

Hello there, huskies! Bes B
Have you heand the news? Last month it was | 1“7_31_13 :Huskies! We gt t do that!
announced that Nin Nin and Susu,the two Chinese xed pandas Wilbur:Why not,Wally? The bloke said we were furry and

hed four legs, so we should be able to do it okay.

Wally :Wilbur, huskies are special animals because they can
survive in these icy conditions. Wombats just aren't
made to work in the snow.

on the front covern,were on their way to Melbowwe zoo.They
are a gift to the people of Victoria from theirn 'sister
province' ,Jiangsu,in China.Aren't they beautiful?Pandas,of
cournse,ane very well adapted to Living 4in a cold climate.

" What featunesof their body will tell you this? Australia Wilbur:What's so special about icy conditions?
. 3 z . ! 1 i y 1 q = #]
&5 often thought of as a 5%;(5, dfiyncoumgzl but Ith,us Wally v}:;:lcsi fﬁi ;rfmlgogeiia?_rlll :‘.Jggicsl augeaggrgﬁ; me“lgﬁ 5
not reall : ’ p
, ; L oﬁgounue n the' live in the snow. The little Burramys, or mountain
WHAT'S INSIDE? counthy s a . sum is one animal who nas adapted to the
. ; great boomerang-shaped sweep p{g{ly pog P
Editorial......... . of mountains,valleys and high : S areasc.l thed too: Wal. Can thev. li
Wilbur and Wally olains that are often forgotten W3_.ng:1¥ns£awh a bro? toothed rat, too, Wal. Can they- live
e snow?

WEWEiE L Ol oo 6 oo 60 o i n our d?/SC/b(:p»tionA 06 "a wide / - i ) " i i
MR S Phathabout brown Land".The Australian ALps Wally :Yes Wilbur, but wambats CAN'T! We'd die of frostbite

.......... .4 [ contain most of our highest : Gl EXPOSIEE PN ¥
Haturaiin the mountains-Bogong, Feathertop Wilbur:Yuk! Forget it! Frozen feet? No way am I sticking
Hotham,Bugfalo and Kosciusko. around here. Let's catch the first bus out of here

In these beautiful parts of Wal. It's far too dangerous a place for wombats.
Whio"aEe iwe? .. e 2 Jun country you will find a We need the warmth of a temperate weather zone.
Frozen Flpowers....P.10 W variety of plants and animals Wally :Cool it Wilbur As long as we are protected from

; wite di the weather we'll be okay. Look, here's a job for a
Hairy Bungle d the quite different to those gound . ; :
oy, SgstZr:I}. b 12 B anywhere else.In this month's boiler attendant. Let's check that one out. At least

; : : i ds warm
Survival in the "alpine' issue,"Nature Notes" . it soun 7 .
ez b el Pl d o s 12 @ takes a special Look at the Wilbur:Okay, Wal.l wonder what we have to boil?

'pree-tific' idea p. 15 B mountainous parts of our countht Wally :Wilbur, you'll be the end of me.
Cheerio for now,
DEBRA BRYDON
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THIS'N1

A
LONG AGO... @

More than two million years
ago,an important stage in
Australia's ' roek history"
came to an end.You won't
have heard about the Plio-

-cene in "Countdown",even o e s S
though it's a good name for @ i Seinl o ;Yéhln Z: 0
a band.During the Pliocene .t S LOLLC e gl ®
-ern edge of our cont-

period,Australia went : ;
through a lot of ups and —inent was raised up-.
) In some places,land was

downs.First,the southern an ®
western parts of the contin—. 3000 metres above sea

~ent were raised.At this

time,most of what is today .mean?ltlew S(?uth Wale§
the wullabor Plain vwas = @ 2nd Vhotopsg weneylife-
cea,as Wa5 MOst of the Mury "68 WP even higher thaq!

there was an outburst
of volcanic activity in
@ castern Australia.This @

@ moutain ranges and
.peaks,which can’ stisll

HAT AR oUT--

@ produced many volcanic @ |

@ level.What does this &

A MYSTERY &
FOSSIL-THE ¥
BURRAMYS :

ﬁ ¥ Wl

0000000000000 00000000
@ the high country,above 1370
Qmetres,breeding begins in
l. January.The tadpoles develop
more slowly but eventually
.reach a body length that is
50% greater than that of
lowland frogs.They must then

mountains
¥ been worn
down,this Barea stil
contains the & highest
point in Aust-.@& -ria.Mt.
Kosciusko stands at 2,230@
metres even today.

Original
have since

™

3

-8y Basin.These seas dried 'E;sz%zgmgglgnioszz;z O

York.Although the

wait much longer than their
gcousins to turn into frogs.:
@® the snowe MUSE MELE before
@ the tiny froglets have esven
Brilliantly coloured in @& chance of surviving.Until
yellow and black,this FalE Time, agmen) théy Milfc

SRR e Y el e .continue to swim,as 'taddies
‘in the cold water under the

-ause of its likeness to i B % X
p : S enoug o make you
the body markings of 3 ; :
v g ’shlver,lsn't 1€2

ochre and charcoal used byg WHEN THE DEAD CAME_TO LIFE!
the aborigines in dance .,In 1966 ,two Melbourne men on

rituals.Life,however,is nog @ ski trip in the high coun-
song and dance for this =try ‘of Victoria found a
attractive frog.It has to @ small friendly little possum
do just about everything @®in a ski hut on Mt.Hotham.It
to stay alive and breed @ vas only 16 centimetres long
in the icy conditions 6f @ Their 'find'ended an argum-
the High Plains.Luckier -ment between Australian
frogs who live in the zooligists that had been
lowlands usually begin .going on since,1894.For all
breeding in April or May. .this time,the only Burramys
Their young tadpoles turn ® that had been seen was a
into, fregs the following fossilised one.Talk about
October or November.In @ staying out of the limelightl

_esesse I'HE ALPS

ﬁ?’******

up when the land was raised.
At about the same time,

A SONG AND bDaANEE mMan OF
THE HIGH COUNTRY, .,
1s the Corroboree Frog.

54

to "WILDLIFE HERITAGE" ,page 2439

PHOTO:Thanks
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The pandas
: have now

. Institute of Technology,says that the

TEXT/PHOTO: Thanks to "THE AGET‘(26/3/82,p.13)

 Desert bush may feed
petrochemical plants

Professor Underdawn in his labor

3 ttonseed plai

is common all through-
~out s of the bush were
originally released by accident last century by
Afghans who brought camels to central Australia.
The cotton like substance from the bush's pods
were used to pad camel saddles.When these
became old,they burst open and spread the seeds
all over the desert areas.The South Australian
Government has recently spent $150,000 on a
project to find out just how the plant can be
used to supplement the nation's petrol supply.
Professor Reg Underdown,of the South Australian
hydro-
—carbons in the oil from the cotton bush could
be used to make motor car petrol but it would
take at least 12 months to work out exactly
how.A committee from the United States is c.
way to South Australia to investigate this
exciting |project.

E G z
e cotton bush

South Australia.Se
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ONE of Australia’s rare

bred in caplivity for the
first time.

Two young long-foot-
cd potoroos, or io give
them their scientific
name Potorous Lon-
gipes, have been suc-
cessfully bred at the Sir
Colin MacKenzie Fauna
Park, Healesville,

The breeding program
will continue.

The marsupial spécies
was first discovered
about 19 years ago

RIGHT:Thanks toE
"The Sun",
19/3/82;p.11

X % % x *
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"The Sun" =
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arrived!

® A FEMALE long-footed potoroo with one of its
vyouna.

Little long-foot’s

animal species — the . f { t'
nocturnal loung-footed a ea o
potorop — has been

; bourne Zoo.

when scientlists studied
animals hit by cars.

In 1979, Fisheries and :

Wildlife Division re-
search officer Mr John
Seebeck caught {wo

long-footed potoroos in
East Gippsland.

They were the first
live ones to be studied
in Australia. Scientists
found theéy had twice ;
the number of chromo-
somes as the more ¥ - -

common potoroo. :‘

Quarantine

By JIM NEVEIN
QUARANTINE restrictions have

delayed the arrival of a pair of
rare Chinese pandas to the Mel-

The Red Styans pandas were ex-
pected to arrive next week as part of
a cultural exchange between Victoria
and our sister province of Jiangsu.

The pair is Nin Nin, a five-year-
old female weighing 5.4 kg, and Susu,
a six-year-old 6 kg male.

The pandas have red
with long brown tails an
of their time in trees. .

A Melbourne Zoo spokesman said
that Nin Nin and Susu were the

-brown fur
spend most

P

for
panda 2

“closest living relatives of a giant
panda common in China 40 years
ago.”

Their arrival was to coincide with
the visit .of the Vice-Governor of
Jiangsu Province, Mr Jin Xun, who
will be in Melbourne for the Jiangsu
Arts Fair which begins at the Exhi-
bition Building today. L

The pandas are being kept in
quarantine to ensure that they are
tit before they are flown to Mel-
bourne.

A Chinese vet, Mr Su Ling Mu,
should arrive with the pandas some
time in mid-April.

Q
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WHO ARE
WE2 Sy g "

<O
" Q FEMALE. MID BROWN.

';"MM'{ J" MALE. RED CHEST. WHITE ABOVE. LEGS.
: BROWN-LEGS .

.......

BEAK,EYE AND
NOSE PIECE - YELLOW.
CHEST AND NE.CK - WHITE.
BACK AND WINGS~MID BROWN .
LEGS PINK.

END OF TAIL- WHITE.

LEGS - BROWN.

NOSE PIECE ,EYE
AND FEET- YELLOW.

The Alpine areac
of the Eastern Vietorian Ranges
are those which are,in parts,above the 5000 foot
altitude.These areas (bounded by Mt.Buller,Mt.Buffalo,Mt.Bogong,
Mt. Cobboras and Mt.Wellington) are covered in deep snow throughout the winter months.
Blizzards, low cloud,high winds and falling snow keep the bird life to a minimum at this time of
the year.When the weather improves,however,birds venture back up the mountains from the deep valleys below to feed in
the snow gums or to pick frozen insects from the melting snow.The flowers of the alpine grevilleas,the snow gums and heaths attract
nectar seeking birds like the Homeyeater.Hordes of mountain grasshoppers provide ample food for the larger birds including the _
gilmuks,}?avens, Currowongs and Magpies.The birds on this page are frequent visitors to Victoria's alpine areas.Colour them in
nd then see if you can discover their correct names. A handy book for this task is "Birds of Vietoria-the Ranges",which
wtll probably be found in your school library-or should be! ;
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When you think of Antarctica,do
you think of any types of plants
on flowens? Well, they exist therel
just as plants do on the othen
continents of the earth.

FROZEN

A Long time ago, a botanist
called Joseph Hooker wrote
that there were only nine
Lypes of plants 4+ the
Antarctic. What he didn't
know about were microscopes,
which have now shown many

more types of plants that
Live there.

This "microflona”, as it 45
known, includes moulds Like
| penicllin. There are many
difgerent types of micro-

plants Living An the ponds
and 5048 of the Antarctic.
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Long time ago, the continent
was coveted with Lots of
tlowerns. It wasn't until
agten he died that fossils
04 plants were found in the
nocks that proved his theory.
The s0nt of fossil found
proved that Antarctica
wasn't always as cold as it
A5 today, too. How do you

Flowering plants have been
discovered in the Antarctic
too. One day an explonrer.
named Geonge Brayant was
wanderning around an isfand
04§ the Antarctic caaéfa
when he came across a tny
hidden valley, which had
moss and grassy slopes.

He called it "Shangni-La.
Do you know why he chose

this name?

o >
Can you think why thel
Antarnctic has only such a |
small amount of plant Life |
compared to mainfand ‘
Austhalia? Well, out of
13 million square km, only
5.7 thousand square km. 43
free of Lce! Add to this the \
gact that therne L5 not a Lot
of nain in the Antarctic, and
you can see why only spectal
kinds of plants can swwive
there.

\

exploning and finding out Zo

do in the Antarctic. Can you
think of neasons why it would
have been hardern to do reseanrch
thene even forty yearns ago?

There is stk a Lot of e 057@‘0 \&

think scientists could find \d > |
this out? (:,.<:;C> 1 <: 65) ‘“;éh &E?y
;hizgé to go: : . <:/' ' VJ [ W%jéb
nd out what these plants - ‘ \
(c‘itgi Lichen, moﬁi , fuigae. ; l 5‘(\0 9 [a(}{@r Pt a .}
B4R SV 5
What ﬁ 20323? How do we use it? 10,_—_ 11 oo MER : _\TM-C’«*“KM% '
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BYADyBRYDON V.1 %%, ARTIST:Cindy Hurmam g
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TREKKING ACROSS THE &/ \-5

-+-. FOR SR g
HUMPHREY CRUMPET.
AHEM.. AND LAST
)| 8uT NOT LEAST, THE |
MUCH SOUGHT AFTER
U ANARD FoR veaETARLE|
(~7)) BRAVERY MUST GO TO.. |
b))\ «-SIR N. SNOwW-
Hﬁ -GUM OF

MT. BOGONG, §

T

o

| COUNTRYSIDE, OUR FAMOUS |
| AUSTRALIAN NATURALIST '
HAIRY BUNGLER JOINS THOSE]
OTHER FAMOUS NATURALISTS =
THE LOWLAND SISTERS §
IN AN UNENDING QUEST TO
SOLVE THE MANY MYSTERIES
of NATURE .....

THIS MONTH ..... THE LOWLAND
SISTERS HELP To MAKE A

d‘o e
e )=
'.2 /7!-: =

SNV 7720

- THE CORGIS HAVYE To
BE FED, YOU KnOwy, [
CAN | TRUST
YoU GIRLS TaQ
DELIVER THIS

MEDAL TO ITS
RIGHTFUL OWRNER"?

BUT ITS
/' FREEZING uP THERE

GIRLS ! WHAT'S so SPECIAL
ABOUT A DUMB OLD TREE

-« .BUT THE HARDY LIZARDS JUST IGNORE HAIRY'S
COWARDLY PROTESTS AND HEAD OFF UP MT BOGONG,.,.

| TRINK (TS pMucH
HARDER FOR A wWOMBAT TO
BE BRAVE THAN A S(LLy
OoLD TREE...!

AFTER A WRILE, THEV COME ACROSS A CLUSTER OF EXTREMELY [

ToucH LOOKRWNG TREES..... HEY ' WHICH ONE OF
YOU GULWYS 1S KNOWN o
As "NAILS"

0

NOT-O MODEST 'S
Si\’ AWARDED HIS WELL
QNED MEDAL ---

WELL, | MUST ADMIT THAT LIFE AS
A SNOW-GUM HAS BEEN PRETTY
TOUGH. LIKE ALL OTHER ALPINE
PLANTS, I'VE HAD TwWO MAIN PROBLEM

-ONE 'S HOwW TO KEEP MYSELE DECENTLX
ORESSED WITH LEAVES IN THE STRONCG
WINDS weEe HAVE UP HERE.. THE SECOND
PROBLEM 1'VE HAD TO RATTLE WITH  J
IS THE SLUSHY SOIL WHICH IS ALWAYS

ERODING AWAY -~ OR. TURNING TO MUD
"JUST WHEN ¢YOU LEAST exPecTt 1T !

WHEN | WAS A 4OUNG LAD - JUST A
SAPLING .. ...

i

.« WAS ONE OF
THE FEW THAT

SURVINVED . OF COUR
MV 'BENT DOWN LO
SHAPE HELPED STOP
THE winD FROM
uP-RooTING ME

...SOME OFf THE OTRHER
YOUNG TREES GROWING NEAR
ME HAD A MUCH TOUGHER

BATTLE TO SORVIVE THAN | DID,
ALL OF US SUFFERED FROM FROST,
DAMAGE WHEN OUR NMEW LEAYES
APPEARED, BUT (WAS LUCKY, | AM
A SHORT TREE WITH A VERY SHORT]
CROWING PERIOD EACH YEAR,

f | DON'T SEE
WRHY + CAN'T

H WIN A BRAVERY

AWARD TO0O....

Q THINNER AND MY
\| LEAVES ARE

‘\ | SMALLER THAN
Bl)) THOSE oni TREES
¥/ FURTHER DOWN
THE SLOPE, - 1T
ALL HELPS!

= lll'(//A f

\)
T
/::0 - =
2 W
NS 0

HAIRY COMPARES LEAVES...

- AND A PROTQ (S TAREMN
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' be just arowm
'bey died from EXPOSURE (or hypothermia) while on

[ RISK DEATH N THE HIGH COUNTRY-Following
sic 'survival' rules may save your life!

Walking and skiing are popular activities in

/ the Australian Alps.Those of you who have been on
) excursions to the snow will realise just how cold

it can be-especially when vou're wet.Visiting the
snow for a day or longer,can be great fun but
unless a few basic rules are followed,tragedy can
id the corner.In 1971,a 15 year old

a walk in the Cradle Mountain-Lake St.Clair Nat-
-ional Park in Tasmania.Such deaths occur
regularly each year ,many of them caused by ignor-

-ance of survival rules.The main problem is that
e 2 N RIS
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the human body is just not made for survival in
these cold areas.We have to make up for our lack

)of fur in other ways.Wind and wetness are the two
ykillers.At 10 degrees C.,a wind of 50 kilometres
per hour produces the same heat loss on unprotec-

~-ted skin as completely windless conditions at

' -22 degrees centigrade.Also,if the skin is wet,it

loses heat 20 times faster than dry skin.If left

(O unprotected in these wet and windy conditions,a

O human beingd body temperature would begin to drop

O

below normal and finally become so cold it could-
-n't warm up again-even if given warm drinks and
Q) vrapped in warm clothing!

Walkers and skiers in Australian alpine areas

'elelelo]olo]o]o[o[o[e]o]e]0]0]0]0]0]10]0]0)0

WILBUR ALWAYS DRESSES IN THE RIGHT GEAR
FOR HIS EXCURSIONS TO THE SNOW.... .

WOOLLEN BALACLAVA

" WATERPROOF PARKA, g
' (WITH FAKE FUR COLLAR, WOOLLEN GLOVES
OF COURSE) 7

A

ENERGY FOOD WATERPROOF

MATCHES

AINEUEAETE©
DATE MAP

s SPARE SOCKS
AND
JUMPER §

~<Wwww
G E) Eﬁ
\

WATERPROOF

OVERPANTS

WHISTLE

WOOLLEN COMPASS

TROUSERS

\

;’//,,/I \ g \\\\\\\
STRONG I/Y Uy U li .

WATERPROOF BOOT§

WOOLLEN SOCKS

by D.Brydon
ARTIST:W.Prohas]

L Ml A\emn __,/-‘,.._
0D g 90000000000000006
.h’a\z gfga? b‘eg ?oo e.d into dangerous situations by warm,SLérhn;y

er . should know better .Even in summer,weather in
Xlegghign'rhcfgnge much more rapidly than it doe§ ak hc-me.. Sudden
blizzards have killed many a careless person in spring Or SUIMEl
Basic clothing for walking in the high- country should Al'»éﬁYS
include strong waterproof boots, long wgollen trousers wi .
plastic 'overpants' and a waterproof ,windproof parka.A woollen
cap (preferably of the balaclava tﬁe) and woollen glove;e,, e?lrsah 2
essential .Why wool ,did you say? Well,wool remains warm,€
wet.which acrylic blends or cotton carmot do.
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the Tree..It's a year whe
all people should think
carefully about the imp
—ortance ‘of trees,not
only to humans but to ,
the restiof the natural
world. |
Tricle’s can dmake 'a |
suburb or a street beau
-tiful.Have you ever
looked at the interest-
SingWitexturelor the
trees in your area?Bark
: rubbings or plaster
: casts can easily be
"made.To make a bark
s rubbing,press a piece o
11ght paper or greaseproof paper against the trunk,
then rub over the surface with a soft crayon or pen-
~cil.The patterns and textures of the trunk will be
Seen in the rubbing.Plaster casts of a trunk of a
. trunk such as the Ironbark,Eucalyptus sideroxylon,
are made by first pressing plasticene into the crev-
-ices and shape of a section of the trunk.The plast—
-icene is then removed,then used as a mould into |
which plaster of paris is poured.When the plaster h@
set,the plasticine can be removed and the plaster i
cast painted to look asnear as possible to the colou
of the bark. i
PERHAPS YOUR CLASS COULD GET TOGETHER AND MAKE A i
COLLECTION OF BARK PLASTER CASTS OF THE TREES IN YOU
AREA. FIND ouT THE CORRECT NAME FOR EACH (VBB TS OH] TREE
"""" S g e O NN N S
NATURE NOTES: Reglstered at th& @GP el Tas 1a !
‘periodical Category B.ADDRESS:P.0.Box 28, |
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