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He££o tkzA2,,j^ month "NatuA^ Not&^" l6
looking up.Lcut month m looked at
li^' undeAgAound 4o this month we’^e
having a special Issue on ' ^lieAS' Most
ilylng animals oAe blAds.These oAe
animals ivhose bodies have been Specially
designed to suit thelA flying ability .BlAds
live just about eveAy^h^Ae on ouA EaAth.
They oAe o^ten designed to live in' a poAtic-
-uloA HAB7TAT,such as the ocean,hkes oa
deseAts. Look at the dl^^Wient bind beaks
this page.Why do you think they oAe dlU^ent? —
FeAhaps you could make a study on the
dl^^eAent jeet oi voaIous blAds'lLkiu)

many dlU^^^t types oi ieet can you
dlscoveA? What does a blAd’s ieet toll-
you about Its tiiestyle and diet?
TheAe oAe many fascinating pAojects you

do about blAds.FeAhaps you could make a
suAvey conceAnlng the dlffeAent species that
visit youA schoolyaAd at vaAious times of
the yeoA.What soAt of things could you
obseAve and how would you Aecond the Infonp-
-atlon?Anyway,1'll have to be off to AepalA
all the damage WllbuA and Wally did to them
selves in thelA attempt this month to sooA
with the eagles.When will the.y eveA leaAn?

Cheenlo foA now,
PEBRA BFVVON

P.S. WAite to the Gould League,F.O. Box 446,
FAahA.an,'Jic. foA thelA fantastic biAd posteAS.
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HOWE SWEET HOME...THE . .that m6t o\{ m
tho. Mz-kto,fin

fiobTn Tj, 40 M^n g
, aamoaj{lag^d.Tho-ie. '
pTzcej) oi bank. ^

' hangTng .ve/UTaatlg
»i^nom th& nut 1

^zalty make It ^
% £oofe tUiQ, pant oi
mtk^ tn^zz tnmik. ^

EAUV
CLIRRAWOEtale or A HOMELESS EGG

AHV A HOPELESS MOTHER...

Ht! I'm KaXhy
Koek and I'm tn a

-6pot 0^ both&n.I
■* ■*●5?

4
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Hmm...yzt

^ tj

.. .6e.e,.CuckodZ don't
biuld thexA om nuU

" but la.ij tkuJi eggi kn
the nuts oi othe.fi blfuh.
My pfiobtem Tj> ahoai>tng

whT.ch neXit muZ.d be beAt

my pfidclouA zgg.?enhapi>
the. bottte--ihaped mud

neAt oi the. EaJjiy..
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A/ESTERA/ VELLOW ROBIN

0)0/ th.e. otheA

hand,that deep-
Wcup shaped neAt j
oi{ the Reed WaAbleA

...MaAtin mold H
do. On pen.ha.p-i the mud and 4
gfioAA 'pudding' neit oi the

Mudlan.k{on. Peeu>ee} *
^muld be cosken. |

Mcth kti luxufiy

flknkng o,{ gtoA-i
^ and ^{eatheAA.
On the OtheA hand

> j hoi an exeettent[f

vkew oi the u)aten._
Vet,kt: could get; W

a bkt chkllu.That

i ■S'
'Ji.

neAt oi{ the pale

m
“,1/

HjoAella theae,an
that tAee holtooo

mutt be gfieat on
cold night	



... euTHAiR-v M,as seejNi ATrerviDu^ia
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and asks...

I THG (SifRLS ARe <MPR.eSSGD 6V xrtG |
R 6urCA£RS UMiLLllMCkNitSS TO-PLeASe.-tQ

FvooDOr-i'T HA\ie
/'IKIA FKEs^

'^OOAW DOVOU^

//

Iw
^ /Ts MOT OFTEM
m VOU aGT GUCH UOODlO; O ,o

SERVICE these DAYScX,/

.P o (.
o

31

u ^
'v.-

/

r,j 01- COURSE ' ^
I !'CL <Ao (TiOCCE
/you SOHeTHlMG. , ^
J U ST i/j AIT EEREE\^

( ■-J /*M
\'A

C./
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\ACROSS THe COUNrRV .0A AV--. ^ o \P.
m● De, OUR famous AUSTRALIAN

TATuRAEisT HAIRV 8UKCUER
IS JOINED BY THOSE OrKERFAMOu

NATUR-ELISTS, THE LOV-ILAHO
SISTERS IM AN UNENDI/mE
Quest to solve the mamv

●^ya
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uk/l lets JOST fop (N and
VIST AUNT UIX-T-IG

ll VMHlLE HAIR-V IS

X^v-iAlTiNC ., -

..-■eor THEY ARHltvl

F08-A SHOCK, when ... and VET AHOtHER
CHOCK. As A DACCep.
LIKE iNisTrKUMGMr

SUiOOPS FR.OLA THESKV/

thmM ... MAY

AS W£u, PICK up
Some meat for.
TONIC ATS DINNieR

they AK.RIUEAT
Aulvsr liz.'liE's Kock

HOFAE .. .
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SUTCHEfL T/
MYSTER.IESOF mATURC. AFTER. !N ,/'^-

o

TH& EMBARRASSED TR.IO HAiJE yAT TENDANCE
jcerURNtD THe UNlA/ANrED
tRlCKET SATE TOTHElRCA've

TME BOTCJAe.R.
Cot AER

R.INC SELCFOP-
SER-Vice

IN Tt-i^ iSUSH, they SroMgce
i^ROSS A STRAMCE SiqfjoM
A TR.EE ....

A
0

fe-W/K,
. z/ { J

A(R.Y R-irvcs the SELC; Amd TKe M
BuraveP-s head AppeiARs in. the
tree ABOME----

LUCKILY, THE.TUJO CIRCS SHELTep. IN ~

A nearby LOC and /ANOTHER, unlucky
aminaal is Swept away...

OF
-n'HEV SO(V|€Ho\n HAHACe To
creep sack to inhere hairy
,is waitinc -. And Send a
V paper dart

6EEM CALLED GEAUTIRJXV

\o~CPHElN I

VVITH A TAESSACE...
m'mm

LOOK, LOCY,-
ITS THE botcher

c

bird from the
sTRANCE shop,. e
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lAiELL, AW<K' HeR£?
S0M€ FRESH meat

FOR you - WOULD
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''1 have a 'wheezy' voice,like a squeaky door.
I am a slow flier,

''^les of ny species have a red cresc.

Latin name is Callocephalon firrbriatun.

am always given the vjrong name of‘'crow' .

●'I am nonadic in simmer but return to my breeding grounds
Autunn and Winter.

“Ify Latin name is Corvus mellori.

detectiue
I am coimiOTly found by the sea but I also hang about in
rubbish tips,sports grounds and school grounds.

■>'=lfeles and feimles of try species look alike.

'■'My eggs are stone-coloured,witii brown or purple blotches.

USE THE GOULD LEAGUE BOOK

BIEDS OF VICIORIA-u-RBAN AREAS

TO FIND THE NAMES Al'® COLOURS .

OF THESE BIRDS. |
*I spend a lot of time on the
ground.

*I am an extremely conmon biid
vdio has a 'look-alike' tree
cousin.

! » I 7
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1
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^ Latin name is
Passer domesticus.



auenue upright -iticlu and
gAaa -li unique in the bind
a'onid.Tlie Satin buivcAbind'i bouie-n
Li ^o-vmd oi tLvo panaitcl and
i tandtj mZlA o ^ twigi, ^{.inmtij
wedged down into a base plati{onm

ivigi on. cooAe>e gfiaa .toad
down on the gnound.The tvalti one
25 to 35 eentimeHiet high and
about S to 10 eentimetynet thick.
The two ojaiit ate iet about VS

centmet>Lei apatt at the bate but
cuAve towands each otke/i at the
top.

ktt thii e^^ott on the pant og
the male bowenbind it not to

.pnovide a place whene eggt can be
laid.It'i all deiigned to impnett
hit ginl^niend and to keep out

■ anij othen malei.Nean the bowen,
utuallij at the ^nont oi one o^{
the entnancej,, thene -Li a lange
plat^onm.On thit ,vanioui ditplag
objecti one placed.The collection
Of^ objecti made by. the Satin
bowenbind pnovidet a bnilliant
iploih 0^ colouA on the ^{oneit
iloon.lt may contain 60 to 70
blue pannot'i ieathem,bluebells,
blue ilowens inom gandens,pieces
oi blue glass,blue pattenned
cAockeny,nags,papen,bus tickets,
chocolate wnappensand in necent
timcA,objects made oi blue plastic
such as bino caps.Because thene is
so much blue in a bowenbind's nest

common beliei has gnown up that
the bind collects only blue
objects .This is inconnect. Objects
oi a panticulan gneenish-yellow
eoloun one also added to the boweA
as well as a iew gney on bnown
ones.Since these eolouns match
Jhose oi othen nival male binds,
scientists believe that: all these
eolouns one added to cneate the
impnession o i extna ' bind-pocven.'
oAound the bowen.The Satin bowen
bind's beak and eyes one a dull
blue. colouA,which explains the
choyLdZ 60 much bZuc.,
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BIRD AMT-ICS

In h\cuiah, 1934,a iakoolboy namyd
Vztoji Bmdley who live,d in the.
Me/.bouAne. iubutib oi Brighton

e a leXteA to a nempapeA
which .itoAted a. tong and intA-
-iguing investigation. VeiteA
BAadtcy’i letteA was addAesied
to the OKTHlMOLOGIST,Atcc
Chisolm,who was then conducting
the 'HatxxAe Motes' section oi
the Metboahne AAgus.In it,the
boy said he had seen stantings
placing ants beneath theJJi
wings.Alec Chisolm didn't thi.nk

hub the ants oJLong the wing
towoAds the body. This begoti
woAtd-wide enquiAy into iJie
meaning oi this stAange habit.

Some obseAvations which had

nevcA been ioUowed up weAe
discoveAed in eoAly hecoAds,
dating back to 1909.Included
among them weAe s to hies oi
binds ' bathing ’ on ant hills
and oi othens Aubbing themsel-
-ves not only with ants but
with such vanied objects as

« mealwohms,lemon ilesh,and even
s mooldening cigaAette butts .

The puzzle oi what became
# known as 'anting' spAead all
* OAound the woAid.Many moAc
^ Aeponts weAe published oi
^ binds anting with buAning mat-
# -enials oi voAious kinds .This
# included stonios oi binds
# dancing in iine and smoke.In
,||. the 1950's,heponts began to
# be published oi anting by
* mammals, especially by domestic
A cats.These wene descAibed as

* nabbing thein iaces in columns
^ oi ants and licking ant-in-

-iosted logs. In the United
States,a gAey squinnel was
seen to cAoiol on its belly
and Aoll about on an ont-tAoil.

In May 1959,Alec Chisolm wAote
a scientiiic papeA on the tnue

meaning on anting.He said that
'it was not a ionm oi iood
cannying ,in which the binds
tuck iood into thein plumage.

wn

I

^ ARTIST :Canol MeasuAes ^ #

RatheA,it seemed that binds and
animals oAe just like many
humans.Just as we like applying

soothing lotions on tingly aiten
shave peniumes,so these animals
enjoy splashing the ionmic acid
inom arits onto thein skin. Othen
types o-i anting,using smoke.
Steam dust and wateA have the

same pleasant eHect... but,
somehow,! don't think I'll tAy
them.

Watch out
'or YoULi-
END UPAS

■DEODoRAisrrj
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THE BACHELOR WHO BUILT HIS
GIRLFRIEND A PALACE...much oi the boy's letteA at

iinst but lateA be.came mone
cunious and visited PetcA’s

home.The stanlings neiused to
Aepeat thein stAange behaviouA
ion the visiton.The boy and
his mothen,howeveA,ke.pt watch
on them and lateA watched as

both staMings and Indian ^
mynas pick up ants in thein

^beak,hold out a wing,and

The English natuAolist John
Gould is thought to have gtven
the bowenbind his name.The

binds' habit oi building a

m I '

(Jxassle^Bi fids
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the. kiwi lags an mq ,
that's ^-r

R)R REPRODUCTION OF THIS
ARTICLE :Thanks to 'Venders
of Wildlife" by Haddon and
Trengrove.

.t helatn/dy
M largest
of any speci es/.

(IA

hkG. A i'mt

egg (<hyhs less
THE KIWI
HAS SUCH

/

r-ML A '^9rr

BAD r \Wt 1
tj ^ i V

EStSlGMT...

At hatching {im ^

'Tiow heavy is a hen's egg?
Jf: TRAT EVEN IF
*5 IT FOUND A
—^WAVTOaV...r

ih 'Vame 3 ways in which the Kiwi is
different to other birds..)H''

■>r--

miSMVOPlC NEW ZEALANDER
HUNTS FOR FOOD WHEN MOST
OTHER BIRDS ARE TRVINS

TO SI.-EEP

Tne Kiwi is KY'OPIC.Whiat does this
IT WOULD BF BOUND
TnfiET INTO TROUBLE mean?

rising r/iate Kiijui ccHainly ivs
txjtis l0fttogood4"

IN COMPENSAHON FOR ITS POOR VISIO^
AND LACK OF FU6HT,rT U/\S NOSTRILS.
AT TRE TIP OF ITS LONS,SENSmM
BILL WITH WHICH IT
locates WORMS AND INSECTS

incubate his

mate's egg fbr

■^’A'Jhat prevents the Kiwi
A from flying,do you
M think?How would its

body have to change so
tliat he could?

V

/<'

'_,N'

M^SNlFf=

■ . OUo. . ■

It once seemed this creatures
-famous shriek of ff
'iree-Loee'would be
silenced -Poreven '

V But now the Kiuii lives
peacefully in Gc^wimenb

i^sanctuaHes
K*l

Jy

%*Find NesKT Zealand
on a world map.

Maohis

ustdtosnar^
the, bind tx

imitabihg Itsciy
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BIRDWATCHING IN THE
SCHOOL GROUND

With the coming of Spring,

more birds around the school - ground.

An idea I had for the children in my grade some .years
●go was to go for a walk around the school and observe the

birds.

worthwhile.

carefully.I generally take a notebook along just to jot

down anything new I notice; especially in relation to new

and unusual birds.

you may have noticed a lot
As you continue your Birdwatching Activities, keep a

record of your sightings. Over a period of 5 years, the-:- ■
children and teachers have built up quite a comprehensive
list of birds sighted within our school boundaries The'
total is now 53 species.

It shouldn't take very long. but it may be very

However you do need to be alert and observe
Birdwatchers

\ 1

Maybe you could start a
Club at your school and build up a list
of Feathered Visitors. You could keep
■this list in the Library so that it can
be kept for future generations of schp.^Tt:
children.

Maybe someone .has already done thigfk‘'3f
If so, compare your list with the old
list. Has the list changed? If it has
changed can you think why it may of

■ changed?
Consider the future. Will a list you-:--

compile this year be the same in S-10
years time? ■ Why.?
that future
view all our native birds?

1 !

V- Black

Red
Brown

k— Black

If you see any bird )'ou

don't know,write a brief

desription of it in your
notebook. This should

include:

-color of feathers,

-color and shape of

beak,

-color of legs,

-what it was doing,

-its call and its

flight.

% While

r /

While

Draw a picture of any btrd you do not
recognise Note the shape ol its beak, and

the colours of its plumage Later on. you can

look the bird up in an identification book
How can you ensure

generations will_ able to
-'i

.

yy-..

SCTOOL BIRD WALK, O l|||.
—dK

:.sWith the help of your teacher plan a track around yb.ur,^
school. Along this track you can put signs as to what

, birds you are likely_jho see. A member of your grade cou;S^i%i
wander around the tr.,uc'k. regularly so a that a record caj?L^^
built up of the s-chool bird life,. It may be even p-ossife
to build feeding stations in the quieter areas of. ypiir
schoolground. In this way you may attract other birdhijto
frequent the schoolground. ’■

IN
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ips 1
5-C

When I return to my room, I refer to the GOULD LEAGUE
GUIDES, Volumes 1 and 2. These two books are a good guide
to the Birds generally found around our school. However,
they may not suit your school's location. You may need one

of the other guides. There are 6 in the set and most schoo
libraries have copies of them.

OTHER USEFUL REFERENCES:

PaA6 e-'i-im-i

Readed-i

Eve:dy Au6tdal-Lan Bind I Hah tdattd,

-4

both by pQ-tiLd SlATER.Vahh^fi-inth ,

ftgeht, Complete Book Auhtdaltan Btddh.
Rtgby AuhtdaFla

and Non
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r—CATHERINE MULLJN FROM THE "UcJio/ilan Stcuta
Sckoot&' NuXhQAy Zoofi6 at tho, '

. dint bmzath oan. ^o.<it...
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I oVfi 10 "
edh compos'

)Ntca

parfides cmd make
Ik infokher kb"0

Fer+itefihdfd .
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