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HelLo there,ry v month "Natune Notes” is /.
Looking up.Last month we Looked at i
Lifr underground 50 this month we're ‘
having a special issue on 'fLiens' .Most
§lying animals are birds.These are

animals whose bodies have been specially
designed to suit thein §lying ability.Binds
Live just about everywhere on oul Eanth.
They are often designed to Live 4in a partic- -
—ulan HABITAT,such as the ocean,fakes on
desents.Look at the different bind beaks on
this page.Why do you think they are different?  ——
Perthaps you could make a study on the :
different feet of various bindsfow L

many different types of feet can you
discoven? What does a bind's feet tell
you about its Lifestyle and diet?
There are many fascinating projects you
can do about bénds:Perhaps you could make a
suwvey concerning the different species that
visit yowr schoolyand at various times o
the yearn.What sont of things could you g 2
observe and how would you hecord the inform-
—ationtAnyway,1' &L have to be off to repain
all the damage Wilbur and Wally did %o them-
—selves in thein attempt this month to soar
with the eagles.When will they ever Learn?

Cheerio for now,

DEBRA BRYDON

P.S. Wnite to the Gould Lecague,P.0. Box 446,
Prahnan,Vic. for thein fantastic bind posters.
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HOME SWEET HOME...THE
TALE OF A HOMELESS EGG
AND A HOPELESS MOTHER...

Hi! 1'm Kathy
Koel and I'm 4in a
spot of bothen.T'm
< a cucko

a ...4ee.Cuckoos don't
Of buitd thein own nests
but Lay theirn eggs Ain
the nests of other binds.
My probLem 48 choosing
which nest would be best
my precious egg.Perhaps
the bottle-shaped mud
nest of the Fairny..

.. .Mantin would
do.O0n perhaps the mud and
ghass 'pudding' nest of the
Mudlark (on Peewee)
would be cosiern
(th its Luxury
Lining of glass
and feathers.

On the other hand... '

... that nest o4
the western yellow
nobin 45 50 well
camouglaged.Those
pleces of bark
hanging .vertically
grom the nest
really make At
Look Like part of
W the trhee thunk.

cup shaped nest
of the Reed WarblLer
has an excellent
view of Zthe water.
Yet,it could get
a bit chilly.That
nest of the pale
nosella there,in
that trhee hollow
must be gheat on a
cold night....
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SISTERS N AN UNENDING, |

QUEST To SOLVETHE MALY |5 BUTCHER
MYSTERIES OF NATURE. AFTER | (N

THE EMBARRASSED TRIO HAUE
| RETURNED THE UNMWANTED
CRICKET BATS TO THEIR CAUE
IN THE BUSH, THEY STUMBLE
ACROSS A STRANGE Sicn ON
ATREE.. ..

T

| REKKING, ACROSS THE COUNTRY
< .DE, OUR. FAMOUS AUSTRALIAN
VATURALIST HAIRY BUNGLER |
| 1S JOINED BY THOSE OTHER.FAMOUY

SOME MEAT FoR. M
TOMNIGHTS DINNSER i
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AIRY RINGS THE BELL, AND THE
BUTCLIERS HEAD APPEARS IN TUE
TREE ABONE .- ..

7‘\‘ AH, LOOD MORNING

‘,’ O You SIR... AND
2% ‘)/‘ TO You SCRUMPTIOUS]
(1272 LoOK(NG, (LADIES

HO\W CAN | HELP

OF COURSE WNE'VE
BEEN CALLED BEAUTIFU
REFORE , - BUT NoOT

SCRUMPTIOUS/

... BUT HAIRY HAS BEEN ATTENDING

YOL DONT HAVE
ANPTHING FRESH
i} TOoA+ DO You?
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LETS JOST POP I AND)
VISIT AUNT LiZZIE

WHILE HAIRY 1S
WIAITING ...
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LUCKILY, THE TWO GIRLS SHELTER (N 9
A NEARBY LOG AND AMOTHER ONLUCKY
ANIMAL (S SWEPT ANAY...

SAVAY
NOTars o VTR -
’o""#‘(i‘,""':.‘;ﬁ: 2 t“).‘.‘«‘ X

% X

¢ 0!
s

. l“. A5
el o B
ka DID-"YoU KNOW TRAT
' ?—éesa MEAT T“Ek,g‘chi‘f&
N\\SED Fral
31\%{2 si%g QF F&ZLE_NDARE You
vxiN*{wAUt 2 — THATS OUR AUNT
N | 1721 HANGING, OP THERE I
nose BRrRANChES! LETS CET
Ay FRomM THIS BUSH -

\
N 8

Y

I'VE CHANGED MY
MIND . | THINK

'LL BECOME A
VEGETARIAN!

=2 W R RN =
A )

THEY ARRIUE AT N

R

ER-NO ‘TRANKS!

MURDERER. BEFORE (TS TOO
LATES = ey Ao LILY . §

%
: TR A%
B P EFRPEIZ I IR RRKX,
AR SR DRI ILHX SRRSO IIRRKLKLRLY

O/

- 1T SEEMS
APPETITE |

NEN

)] You GET SUCK CooD &Y
¢ \SERUICE THESE DAYS 1

Y
T A

T RO VR N Y B

«+ AAND YET ANOTHER.
SHOCK AS A DALCER.
KE INSTRUMENT

§- THER SOMEHOW MANAGE TO
X CReeP BACK TO we

HERE HAIR
MS wAITInG . T

- AND SEND A

XXX %%
:‘:.:‘(.:.00 29%%

G

KRS
XA KK XS
Av:p(l\&"



o 1 ? - ° c: >
"L have a ‘wheezy' voice,like a squeaky door. 7*1 am always given the wrong name of *'crow'.

*1 am a slow-flier. *I am nomadic in summer but return to my breeding grounds in
, oy Autum and Winter.
“Males of my species have a red-crest.
*My Latin name is Callocephalon fimbriatum.

*My Latin name is Corvus mellori. \%W
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# I am commonly found by the sea but I also hang about in
rubbish tips,sports grounds and school grounds.

L’ ,
®
ctective eerees
*Males and females of my species look alike.

"BIRDS OF VICTORIA-URBAN AREAS' |
TO FIND THE NAMES AND COLOURS
\\*My eggs are stone-coloured,with brown or purple blotches. -

OF THESE BIRDS. ’

1
*I spend a lot of time on the
ground.

*I am an extremely common bird

who has a 'look-alike' tree
cousin.

7] | F l My Latin name is

V s P domesticus.
‘ [ 0 1 ‘\\ asser sticus
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BIRD ANT-ICS

In Manch,1934,a schoolboy named
Peter Bradley who Lived in the
Me/bourne suburb of Brighton

wi te a Retten to a newspaper
which sztanted a Long and intr-
-{guing investigation. Petern
Bradley's Lettern was addressed
to the ORTHINOLOGIST,ALec
Chisofm,who was Zhen conducting
the '"Nature Notes' section 0§
the MeLbowwe Argus.In A%,the
boy said he had seen starlings
placing ants beneath theirn
wings .Alec Chisofm didn'Zt think
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m:zh 04 the boy's Lettern at
st but Latern became mose
cunious and visited Peter's
home.The starnlings refused to
nepeat thein strange behaviourn
fon the visitorn.The boy and
his mothen, however, kept watch
on them and Later watched as
both starlings and Indian
mynas pick up ants in thein
beak,hold out a wing,and

nub the ants along the wing
towards the body. This began a
workd-wide enquiry Ainto the

meaning of this strange habit.

Some observations which had
never been followed up were
discovered in early records,
dating back to 1909.Included
among them weire stornies of
binds 'bathing' on ant hills
ana 0f othens rubbing themsel-
-ves not only with ants but
with such varied objects as
mealworms ,Lemon §Lesh,and even

“smouldering cigarette butts.

Tihe puzzle of what became
known as 'anting' spread all
wwund the workd.Many mone
heponts wene published of
binds anting with bwwing mat-
-enials of various kinds.This
included stonies of binds
dancing in fine and smoke.In

the 1950'5,neponts began o

be published of anting by
mammals , especially by domesitic
cats.These were described as
hwubbing thein faces in columns
0§ ants and Licking ant-in-
-fested Logs.In the United
States,a grey squirviel was
seen to crawl on Ats belly

and 1oL about on an ant-taail.
In May 1959,Alec Chisolm wrote

- AugsieBind

a sclentific papen on the true
meaniing on aniing.He said that

AL was not a form of food

carvying,in which the binds
tuck food into theirn plumage.
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Rather,it seemed that binds and
animals are fust Like many
humans . Just as we Like applying
s00thing Lotions on tingly agter
shave perfumes,so these animals
enjoy splashing the formic acid
grom ants onto theirn skin.0ther
types of anting,using smoke,
steam dust and watern have the
same pleasant efgect...but,
somehow, I don't think T'2E thy
Lhem. _ ,
T EEEEEEEREEEE N
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THE BACHELOR WHO BUILT HIS
GIRLFRIEND A PALACE... -

The English naturalist John

Gowld 48 thought to have given

'\ the bowerbind his name.The
binds' habit of building a

avenue 0§ upiight sticks and
ghass 45 unique Ain the bird
wornld.The Satin bowerbisid's bowen
s gormed of two paralief and
sturdy walls of twigs, §inmly
wedged down into a base platform
of twigs on coarnse ghass Laid
down on the ground.The walls are
25 to 35 centimetnes high and
about § to 10 centimetres -thick.
The two walls are set about 15
centimetnes apart at the base but
cuve towarnds each othen at the
Lop.

ALL this effont on the part of
the male bowenbind is not o
provide a place where eggs can be
Laid.12's all designed to impress
his ginlgniend and to keep out

" any other males.Near the bower,
wsually at the gront of one of
the entrances,there is a Large
platform.On this,various display
objects ane placed.The collection
0f objects made by the Satin
bowenbind provides a brilliant
splash of coloun on the fonest
§Loon. 1t may contain 60 to 70
blue parnot’s feathens ,bLuebells
blue flowens grom gardens, pieces
0f blue glass,blue patterned

' crockeny,nags, paper, bus tickets,

chocofate wrappens -and in necent
times ,objects made of blue plastic
Such as bino caps.Because thene is
40 much bfue in a bowerbind's nest
a common belief has grown up that
the bind collects only blue
objects.This is Anconnect.Objects

0f a particubar greenish-yellow

" colour are also added to the bower

as well as a few grey on brown
ones.Since these colours match
ﬂzqée 0§ other nival mate binds,
sclentists believe that all these
colourns are added to create the
Amphession of extra 'bind-power’
wound the bowen.The Satin bower
bind's beak and eyes arne a dutl
blue coloun,which explains the
choice of 50 much blue.

" by D.Buydon
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THAT EVEN IF

@1\ IT FOUND A
— WAY TOFLY...

THIS MYOPIC NEW ZEALANDER
HUNTS FOR FOOD WHEN MoST
OTHER BIRDS ARE TRYING

BILL WITH WHICH T
LOGATES WORMS AND INSECTS

IN COMPENSATION FOR ITS POOR VISION,
AND LACK OF FLIGHT, IT HAS NOSTRILS#
AT TUE TIP OF IT S LONG, Nsmvs

‘\§ \ L afel. .
) *hat prevents the Kiwi
4 from flying,do you
think?How would its

/8 =5 . body have to change so
3 that he could?
V= %m.—%l

*Find New Zealand §
on a world map.
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The Kiwt 14ys_an 690 222 I misures
that'S g N\ 2 \ 76011 4 127
relatively 9% A\W A0 bighs et
the largest, @ Sl ke, R foult
of any species {299 aighs lgss
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- FOR REPRODUCTION OF THIS
ARTICLE :Thanks to 'Wonders
of Wildlife' by Haddon and
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The powerful {eet that '
enable them o yun 7 &

o
fly

Ay

normna
birds
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very £ask ... \51

*Name 3 ways in which the Kiwi is

different to other birds.

I
//:n \

79N

The Kiwi is MYOPIC.What does this

It, once.Seemed this creature's
famous shriek of (/ A
ke -wee' would be
silenced fo

§ 1
&
AR

NRUS

" tho, biro

Imitating fescryf |

But, now the Kiwi lives
peacefully in Government,
Sancuiaries




BIRDWATCHING IN THE

With the coming of Spring, you may have noticed a lot

more birds around the school-ground.

An idea I had for the children in my grade some .years
.80 was to go for a walk around the school and observe the
‘birds. It shouldn't take very long, but it may be very
worthwhile. However you do need to be alert and observe
carefully.I generally take a notebook along just to jot
down amything new I notice; especially in relation to new

and unusual birds.

If you see any bird you
don't know,write a brief
desription’ of it in your
notebook. This should
include:

—color of feathers,

-color and shape of

beak,
=colotsof"legs;

-what it was doing,

~its call and its

flight.

When I return to my room, I refer to the GOULD LEAGUE
GUIDES, Volumes 1 and 2. These two books are a good guide
to the Birds generally found around our school. However,
they may not suit your school's location. You may need one
of the other guides.
libraries have copies of them.

1 | NATURE NOTES....A RINGWOOD INSPECTORATE PUBLICATION

There are 6 in the set and most schoo j:

SCHOOL GROUND

" As you continue your Birdwatching Activities, keep a
record of your sightings. Over a period of 5 years, thex"
children and teachers have built up quite a comprehenglve
list of birds sighted within our school boundaries The
total is now 53 species.

Maybe you could start a "Birdwatchers"
Club at your school and build up a list
of Feathered Visitors. You could keep
-this“1ist in the Library so.that it can
be kept for future generations of schoet::
children. =

Maybe someone has already done thish

V1 f:s0, compare yeur. dist fwith*theyold 5%
tist  lHasl ghe st jchanged? Tfiet, has
changed can you think why it may of

© changed? 2,

Consider the future. Will a list you-'
compile this year be the same in 5-10 4,
years time?. - Why? How can you ensure: s
that future '

view all our native birds?
3 .

Draw a picture of any bird you do not
recognise Note the shape of its beak. and
the colours of its plumage. Later on, you can
look the bird up in‘an identification book.

BIRD . D@ !y@

OS> s

->With the help of your teacher plan a track around you fi
school. Along this track you can put signs as to what
birds you are likely,to see. A member of your grade coudds=s
wander around the t&ack regularly so a that a record can{ﬁﬁ%
built up of the scheol bird life. It may be even possibie
to build feeding stations in the quieter areas of, yqur
schoolground., In this way you may attract other blrds to-
frequent the schoolground. N

OTHER USEFUL REFERENCES: 4
Passenines and Non Passenines, both by Peten*SLATER.

Readens' Digest, Complete Book of Australian Binds.
Eveny Australian Bind 12Lustrated, Rigby AuMna@caI4
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CATHERINE MULLIN FROM THE "V»{,CIOMM S/ta,te
S Schools' Nwwseny Looks at the |
.dint beneath oun feet.. d
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