


Hello thene,

Recently,Wally and

Wilbur have been hecediv.ing many
sad Lettens grom animals whose
Lives nave been ruwined by the
cunent drought here in Victonia
Sheep,with thein heavy wool
coats have been among the hand-
-est hit. Luckily,many

Aus thalian native plants and
andimals have special 'tricks'
which help them tu survive
through the dry period. The
humbte yabby 45 one of these.Can
you think of any othens?

Austrhalia L5 cne of the

dniest countries in the world.
In

I

gact, a Large number of

nvers glow only in the weeks
on months immediately
apten the wet season.
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Besddes having verny few

majorn hiver systems,the Auéi-i

-halian continent has very
few Lakes,Lagoons and ponds.
The only permanent Large

'Lakeland' in the whole cont-

-inent 45 An the highlands

of Tasmania.Here,one can

g4nd hundreds of Lakes and
ponds , hang.ing in depth to

200 metres and in size to 150
square Rilometres.

As they'ne not Looking for-
ward to a hot dry summer,
Wally and tilbur are wonder-
-ing 4§ any of our readens
WLl fodn Them 4in mighating
to this southern paradise.

Perhaps even 1 will join Lhem.

CHEERIO FOR NOW,
Debra Brydon

WALLY & WiLEUR
AEH.E. ON. & ¢ e

s here

7 Wolly, why erea't
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ttle lake of WNigothuruk

was formed when

% Nw i

Cavlnin -

the glacien
carrnied huge rochks
that ghadually
blocked the waten
with a glant
"barien' at its
western end. Two -
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small creeks feed

L. At the eastenn
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end, something very % K o Bl Sy o A S :
hng fgrom the western end
odd happens. Hexre,

the Nigothuruc Creek tumbles down M s e T R
as a beautiful waternfall but SEDYE) Aite pame; 0/G CigchE
befone Lt quite neaches the Lake L ke Al
it gets smaller and smalten,untip ‘Arderground untid it comes
it disappeans into the sand altog- Ay el R e L D

gorm a branch of the Welkington
Réven.Tarnkli Karng 48 50 metnes

. A-"""‘_‘_‘. .‘-I‘_.'-. '-',‘ ‘ . ._\';,“x :
S ;éé%gv = s QM\\ﬁ S iy - R afc -ethen. What neally happens,is
S oy % -JL:_ "": s ey "h&-\ e Wi L =9 4 _,-'"'.‘ 57 ;. .:-i y
Sketches and text %’i"'@’i’; SRS l-—--‘g — that the water seeps through the

by FRANCIS LITTLE ~ :Tanti Kaxng from the eastern end. | sand onto the nocky bed and feows ~©%%° *d tn Lt Live many small
% Bk iy Lrowt.Most of the steep shorne 4is

| urdernground info the Lake.At the
About §ifty kilomethes noith hidden Lake,600 metnes befow. noRthEwektenn cornen Night tiake pebbly but there is a small
04 Heygield 45 the small town This is Tarki Karng-named from Chogk Erlohlarii wL;h all the grhassy patch where bushwalkerns
{ Licola. F ' " .
04 Licola. From this ﬁowﬂ,a what the aborigines called water going into the Lake,espec-
trhack wanderns through some of  Tanli Karngo Nigothwiuka-the - G e Sl hed me it ing
the wildest bush country in Little Lake of Nigothuruk.

T A snows feed the stheams,you would
heat D en , o R
eneai Yileding Range A Tarnli Karng 45 fust 9 hectares expect the watern Level to chimb

e

camp. Although the abornigines
have Long since Left this wond-
-enful Lake,scientists sL0L
visit it to study rane snakes

winding ncerth-east for 25 ; ( hide <
fa,zom Ly u&éau ddenty surounded by steep sides.Some until it neacked the top of the iriafzze;wn:& L T

3 Looks céown’ nto a - say it s a glaciak Lake and western bawrien.But it doesnt do - : 1 b ¢f
)y ' that thousands of yearns a that.Instead, it (5 Like a, sink . Uth?Ma. :
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LEGEND, BRALGAH

WS THW{:\H SHE
) 4 7 "

2550, W PRITATED HER

DANCED PRETTY WELL,

WAS A GIRL (WHD SFENT
ALL HER TIME
DANCING =
S0 B BLACK MAGIC THEY THE BROLGA TANCES FOR THE SAME
CHANGED HER INTO A LONG— : gy,
LEGGED BIRD ;2 & W\ & bl buns
s = oelaxmon § -

I INDEED, TS PLAYFUL  NATURE
OFTEN MAKES ITS NEIGUBORS
LOOK DULL Alp powb?

)

N QUEENSLAND, SEVERAL HAVE
BEEN OBSERVED PLAYING A

KIND OF LEAPFROG QVER A

GROUP 0F B LILDERED
COous ‘S

FOR
REPRODUCING THIS
ARTICLE:Thanks to J
"Wonders of Wildlife'
w{by Haddon and

Trengrove

APART FROM DANGING,
THESE BARTS SEEM
TO SUBTECT
THEMSELVES TO
DRILL FROM

AN OLD MEMBER
OF THE FLOGK

g SOMETIMES
THEY LOOK ALMOST
AS THOUGH THEY RE
TRAINING FOR
FATROL GUARD
AITY - THOUGH THERE
[ LITTLE ENOUGH 1O
GUARD IN THE

AUSTRALIAN 0
IR LS *//qb

7 ST FOUOWUNG 4
??é————' TRUMPCT CALL |

S A COMPANY OF
THE NEATLY - ASSEMBAED
DANCE OF THE DANGERS WILL BOW
BROLGAS MAY BE AND LEAP GOITH
WORLD-FAMOUS |, WIDESPREAD
BUT IT GONTINUES WINGS IN A

PERFECTLY TIMED DANCE

73

T0 STARTLE WITNESSES
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*Can you think of any other
family of birds?

bir«i which belongs to the crane

*Why do you rhink the hrodgas have long legs?

LG TH 1S UNDERSTANDABLL
EECOE M A THE HENS USUALLY
Nl'f)\’Oil“ PLACE THEIR Tulo £663
AT NESTING QLTI S, _
¥ : ) oL C.

THEY PRONOUNGE
THEIR PRESEMCE (ITH
HARSH BUGLING -

UTTLE
PROTECTION |

\ [ WHICH MAY CARRY
TOR MORE THAN A
=G MILE

*Learn ''The Drover's Dream''-a well-known Australian bush ballad.
What do the bro!gzas do in it?- .

[y

THE BROLGA- OR NATWE COWPANION -
b %




BY D.BRYDON, . ...ARTIST:Cindy Hurmam

AND FINALLY THE WHOLE STORY COMES
QUT . L.

MIRACLE I QUT THERE 1N THE

|

N SWAMP | sA '

VE SEEN A |° A8 WAMP i
MIRAELE' ' SOME ONE WALKING,

T } ON THe WATER! | |
HE WASN'T [N ThE

WATER‘ C\IRLS,
BUT REAL (Y
onN

h'----—.____
FL—[_—['\‘?-EK.K.LMQ ACROSS THE COUNTRY-
“IDE, THAT FAMOUS AUSTRALIAN
ATURALIST HAIRY BUNGLER.,
'S JOINED BY THOSE OTHER FAMOUS
AUSTRALIAN NATURALISTS,
THE LOWLAND SISTERS, INA
QUEST TO SOLVE THE MANY
MYSTERIES OF NATURE.
THIS MONTH, THE TRIO ARE
ENJIOVYING A PICNIC BY THE LOCAL

SWAMP .

THE SHOCKED WOMRAT
REVIVES -.

AH! -EXCUSEME
SIR, | THINK. YOU'RE
MISTAKEN! .. ALL

OF US LIVING HERE
AT THE SWAMP,

... ARE QUITE USED TO SULCH
"MIRACLES". THE FACT IS, WRAT YOU
THOLGHT You sAaw WALKING, ON THE
WATER WAS REALLY MY MATE LARRY -
L&TUS BIRD CETTING ABOUT THE SWAMP
INHIS USUAL WAY, ALTHOUGH HE's
SOMETIMES CALLED - THUE CHRISTRIRD.
HE DoESN'T REALLY WALK ON THE WATER, /
BUT RUNS LIGATLY OVER THE SMALL
GROUPS oF FLOATING, WATER PLANTS
GROWING, IN OUR SWAMP. e CAN DO
THIS BECAUSE HE'S go LICHT --

ONLY @5 crAMS !

R
U1,

THE GIRLS ARE Uoep To HAIRYS [
OFTEN STRANCE RERAVIOUR AND
ARE PATIENT WiTH HirA .

HAIRY 1S EMBARRASSED
WHEN A MERE BIRD
CORRELTS Him |

DOM'T WORRY HAIRY,
IT'S ONLY A CHICKEN -
LEC!

You sSEE,
MY BODY WEIGHT
S | S TAKEN INTO
ACCOUNT, | HAVE
THE LONGCEST FeE&ET L

- BUT IT SEEMS Ag |F HAIRY
HASN'T BEEN LISTENING TO THIS
SCIENTIFIC EXPLANATION OF HIS

AMDTOES ofF ANy ) L LURACLE] ,
- BIRD ird THE , HELPA,/‘?
w6 Vg : | p = S e
wliin.. ke ., - ARt Pois —— o>

LARRY 15 PERSUADED TO
sHOW THE VISITORS HIS
[\ FoorT...

O\ & "—:“f‘ * NAME THREE OTHER AUSTRALIAN WATERBIRDS WHICH HAVE
.\\3}\ st <UYB  LONG DAGGER-LIKE BEAKS? WHY IS THIS SHAPE BEAK
NS
N

)
& 3 f) : : | //zx\i 5 :
R 0 / X USEFUL TO WATERBIRDS?
. g

S B B = § © USE THE GOULD LEAGUE BOOK 'Birds of Victoria-Inland _
T AFTER HAIRY COLLAPSES IN A FAINTING SPELL, THE GIR(S i Waters'" TO FIND THE NAMES OF 4 WATERBIRDS WHICH f“,

o RGNS MoAr D L RBERES: AN TR ) g HAVE LONG STICK-LIKE LEGS. WHY DO YOt THINK THAT O
: ' . LONG LEGS WOULD BE USEFUL TO WATERBIRDS? ’. 4
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GET H
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lofe?

1 / 7 et
Goo.s [Hw ;| SUPPOSE IT’S
S / 605 i'm AN

/ a&’;a, A MMIGRANT. ..

; 5 PF o1 ong In SoUTHES 7
b . : ; EL-k IT SeEms
i B A R \{ CoLIN, YOURE NC
i e, ///////[\%‘;77 VERY POPULAR \WIT
LAND How Long 2 4 \‘é]
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CAN yOU EXPLAI

WHY ¢

Have  you BEEW-
N AVSTRA LA

MANAGE To
ERADICATE. THS
ESECTY . PRSTC

]WA‘S IMPORTED)
IN 1932 By SCIEf
- NTISTS To

CONTROL THE :
|G REY-BACK SeETLH .

wirier DamMag
SUGAR CANF.

NO 5 THeY TASTED
WoRRIBLE .. 17D RATHEF
EAT TASTY NATWE
lre.%sc'rsr BEETLES
AND  Eveny REP—

WHy ON EAR‘\"
WERE You

BRougntr ouT
To AUSTRALIA

36 3 3 3 3 3 30 3 3 30 30 3 0 3 3E
Why do tests have

to be done oun
insects and animak
that are fto be
IMPORTED?

3 3t 3t 3 35 40 3 38 36 5 35 3 30 30 3R SR S R R 3R 3

Prickly Pean and the habbit ar
introduced pests. How did they
come to Australia?

WEL I WAS Goon
AT eATING THE
INSer-t PESTS OFF

QUR AUDIENCE.

Thanks to Carol Measuwres, {ox

the fabuwlous pictwries!

e L L, SOME AUSTRALIAN
SEARD ABOUT ME, AND

BROUVGHT ME OVER, WITH—,
—OVT TTESTING To
MAKE b_LjR_E 17D EAT
THEIR BEETLES AND
NOT HURT AN}{

OTHER WILDLFE

TAKE ME
AS PEIS T

N OTHER  PARTS, oF Aus
HAVE C(Cousing (N
DARWING AND ADELAIDE

ALREADY,..MAYBE JQUR TOWN

1 I— = T"\’\E_')K'r &
”v o
M.mt-«\ =

ﬁg.;v

Why shouldn't peopld
take cane toads
anywhere with them?
RN ERREFERER
What are some animals
that HAVE helped
farmerns?

P I VAN UNDERSTAND
WY WE CQULDN"T FiND
Ay GUESTS for TS
Suow  wow  Couin L. You
PANER'T MADE. A
FRAENDS AT AL N
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The largest and most spectac-
-ular salt lakes are those
found in South Australia,in
the horseshoe-shaped area
round the northern tip of the
Flinder's Ranges.This is one
of the most dry areas of Aust-
-ralia.Early explorers,trying
to push into Australia's
interior from the south,were
often forced to turn back hy
this 'barrier' of heat,dryness

- and Tlack of water. In 1840,the

explorer,E.J. Eyre came
on_the shore of a vast
salt lake,which was

Y

sfe skl sk skeskeokok ok

later named after him.For many
years after Eyre's journey,

~ explorers believed that there

was a continuous barrier of

salt lakes across their routes
to the north and they tried to
by-pass the whole area.Finally,
A.C. Gregory discovered a route
between what is now known as
Lake Blanche and Lake Eyre.
Another explorer,P.E. Warburton,
passed between Lake Eyre and

Lake Torrens. 2

Although Lake Eyre is shown as
a lake in your atlas,it does

' its rainfall is less than 125

, mm.per year.What is_the average
. yearly rainfall for the area in
* which you live? Is it the same
" every year?

' From a distance.lLake Eyre
i, appears to contain water.Those

» who take a closer look,however,
¢ Tind about 7800 square kilec-

. -metres of salt plains.The air
» Shimmering over the glistening
' salt creates a mirage,so that
- the surface of the lake looks
. 1ike a sea of water.

, While rivers such as the
+ Georgina,Diamantina,Warburton,
# Thompson,Barcoo and Cooper's
8 Creek all drain into Lake Eyre,
8. it is so dry that the rivers

& simply disappear into the sand

I rainfalls for water to
" flood Lake Eyre.Records

not usually have any water 1in
it.The area in which it lies
is called absolute desert,for

now believe that it has been
steadily sinking for about 100
million years.What may once have
been a system of rivers flowing
south into the sea through the
Lake Eyre region was blocked off
from the sea by the tilting of
the land.Just as well this
happened-ali you salt Tovers? The
photo below shows the collection
of salt from Lake Lefroy,in
Western Australia.

*WHAT DOES THE TERM "AVERAGE
YEARLY RAINFALL" MEAN?

*WHAT IS FOUND IN LAKE CALLABONNA
THAT MAKES IT SUCH A SPECIAL
SALT LAKE?

*WHAT ARE THE NAMES OF SOME
VICTORIAN SALT LAKES?

*NAME A TOWN IN THE FLINDER'S

RANGES.
efore any water gets to the

ake itself.It takes two ;
years with extra heavy T S St

%

show that it probably
fills with water only
once or twice a century!
This happened in 1949-
1950,when water over 2
metres deep covered the
lake's salt bed.By 1953,
all of it had dried out
once again.Since then,
Lake Eyre has been partly
partly filled a few
times,such as after the
heavy rains of 1973.

koo ok Rk Kok

Lake Eyre 1ies at about
15 metres below sea
level-the lowest point
of land so far recorded
in Australia.Scientists

0
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Yabbies kept in the classroom can be a valuable
addition to your class nature corner. Yabbies are
active during spring, summer and autumn so there
really is a great opportunity to go out and collect
them, with your teacher's help or your parent's
assistance. Useful items for a 'yabby hunt' are:

a piece of string or cotton with a lump of meat
attached and a small net. Why is the net important?

Yabbies and indeed all similar animals can be picked
up quite easily, but you should be wary about
careless handling. Can you suggest why? What is the
correct way to handle such creatures? It is import-
ant to remember that although yabbies can survive
out of water, the dry atmosphere of the classroom
will cause gill chambers to dry out reasonably
gquickly. The animals should be returned to the

water every 5 or 10 minutes for at least a short
period.

Yabbies can be kept in an ordinary glass aguarium
with a 1id to keep out the dust.An air pump and
filter may be necessary. Food should include meat
(perhaps earthworms) and vegetable matter-raw
carrot etc. Feeding need only be done 2-3 times a

week. OQOOOQQOQQQOOOQO by R.Hall

|

@bbies are only one of the
¢ different sorts of
rayfish that are found in
ustralia.All crayfish

elong to a larger group of
nimals called CRUSTACEANS.
11 of them have been put

n this group because they
ave an outside shell,rather
han an inside skeleton.Can
ou think of any other
nimals that have an outside

le eat? Do you think that
his is fair? Why or why
lot

'abbies grow to about 18 cm.
.ong.They have two nippers
ind vat¥y in colour from

ven yellow.They spend much
»f their time building a=
letwork of burrows in tae
pelft sand and mudrofStheais
1abitat.For this reason,
:hey are often disliked by
ountry people because of
he damage their burrows can
6 to dams and irrigation
thannels.

Jnlike many crayfish,yabbies
lave much softer shells. J
Their burrows help them to
avoid predators such as fish
and birds.Each yabby makes
Up to three entrances to its
burrow.In popular yabby beds
there may be up to 800
dpenings per square metre of
Surface! In such areas,the
burrows often interconnect
and it is this honeycombing
Wwhich causes all the damage
farmers complain about.

Yabhies

BBcusEEsSestoccoococcoe 14
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O
thell? Which crustaceans do (}

O
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O
(@)
O
ylack to olive,blue,pink mui()
@ B
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periods in dams or lakes
which have completely dried
out.During droughts,scient-
-ists believe that they seal
themselves in deep burrows
which have a small pool of
water at their lower end.
When the drought breaks and
the dried out dam fills with
water once again,the yabbies
emerge and multiply rapidly,
even after several years.

The photograph above shows a
female yabby 'in berry'.
This is the phrase used when
a female crayfish carries
eggs on her underside.When
the young‘hatch,they remain
with their mother for some
time.When they leave her

protection they look exactly
like 'mum'®,only in miniature



g Vilth ferns:

by Catherine Mullin

of THE VICTORIAN STATE SCHOOLS®' NURSERY sg. .
Feans do not have Leaves, fLowens !'{@: "
on seeds. The fLéaf Like pants ake e SHATE 23iasa s
cafled fronds. Look on the back
0of fean fronds to see small spols.
These spots |Sori) are the Littfe
bags which conadin sponres.

When the aspore ripens,the £ittle
bags [Sori) open and the spore bLat
away. When they neach the gadiind

o,
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e
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plants will grow. '
3 .z' :’é‘.

1t is great fun to take a sporg?
print to show the Apore patteans
on different ferns.

1. Important - Pick the fronds:f
when spore is nipe. YVou whte
be able to tellf this by using
a magnifying ‘qglass. The spore
{4 ndipe when the Little bags

(Sori) stant to fold back and
withenr. .

place the frnond on a sheet o
g white paper in a warm place
away from draughts.

3. Aftern a few days the spores
will be nefeased and will
stain the paper 40 that you
get a perfect impression on
print of the Apoaefpnitznn.




