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WHAT IS CONSERVATION?

Yesy I know it's a twelve letter word that could
win you a lot of points in scrabble, but do you know
what this word MEANS? My dictionary says it's the
'preservation of our natural environment', which
means SAVING or KEEPING the things that nature put
around us on earth...... plants, animals, people, and
the places they live in.

An excellent publication published by the Gould
League of Victoria called 'The Edge of Extinction,
Australian Wildlife at Risk' tells you all about
different plants and animals that are in danger of
dying out. Can YOU name five plants and animals that
are ENDANGERED?

One last thing to think about..... (and perhaps to
discuss with your class)...WHY DO WE NEED TO PROTECT
PLANTS AND ANIMALS?

Happy Reading,

Mandy Carmichael.

Editor.

* A big thank you to Dr. L.H.Smith for the photograph
on this month's coven!

"I can't Find a

recipe For preserved
Wally here mate /"

PRESERVE

Who ever hearnd of an endangered :
on threatened snall? Aren'Z they the
things we squash in our gandens? Don't

we put snall bait in our vegetable plois?

1’8 just s0 difficult to imagine a snail as ‘:
an endangered species. Aftern all, it 43 not as
appealing to Look at as otherns on the List! Nen is

At huge and obvious, such as a whale on an elephant...
even though Victorn is fLarge among snails!
It 48 about 25 -30mm in diameten, with a glossy black shell
and can only be found in the forests of the Otway Ranges, an
area where fand clearning cperations threaten the snadll's
existence. Usually the snail keeps to the wettern pants of the
forest wherne Lt pregerns to bury itself in the Layerns of Leaf
Littern on beneath a rotting Log.Down there it searches fon
food which - since Victon 48 a CARNTVOROUS snail- 48 wsually
ecanthworms on other snalls.
Although £t has natwwal predatons such as binds and
native nodents, these are part of Lts Life and cfhen
no threat to £t existence as a species. The neak
thheat comes grom the possible changes to <ts only
habitat, changes such as Land development cx
wood chipping. Unless some protection 4is enbdu-
ned, the Vietor could become the Losex.

Taken g§rom
THE EDGE OF EXCTINCTION,
USTRALTIAN WILDLIFE
AT RISK

produced & pubfished

by the Gouwld

League of Uic.:fj




 AUSSIE REINOS

Did you know there are more species of beefles in the world
than any other group of insects? They come in a great range
of sizes, colors and shapes. The largest of all are the
Rhinoceros beetles, so named because the males have large
horns on the front end of their body, and grow to over 50mm
long. All of these beetles belong to a big family known as
Scarabs. Christmas beetles also belong to this family, but
they don't grow horns.

One of the most spectacular beetls in Australia is a Rhino-
ceros beetle called Xylotrupes gideon. |t is found in fowns
along the Queensland coast, including Brisbane. This black
beetle is easily recognized by the two large horns on its
head, and by moving its head, the the beetle can pinch
weakly with them. The fearsome appearance these beetles
give is increased by the loud hissing squeaks they make
when disturbed, but they're really quite harmless, and

can be handled safely, |ike most beetles.

Beetles lay eggs, and these hatch out into a small white
grub, which grows in places |ike compost heaps until it
gets as big as this!

Adult Rhinoceros beetles.

female

these grubs are called larvae and when they get big enough
they furn into a pupa before they break out as beetles.
All of this can take up fo two years to happen!
Only the males have horns, they females are quite plain
and aren't seen very often. The males use their horns in
a form of fighting as they try to push one another off a
tree branch. Males will only fight when there is a female
around; this behaviour forms the basis of a gambling game
in Thailand. Big males are kept as pets and made to fight
by putting them on the outside of a bamboo cage which
holds female beetles.
Our Australian Rhinoceros beetles are only small beside
the world's largest beetle, which |ives in the jungles of
South America. This giant can grow to 160mm long - almost
as big as this page!

q Slarty Bardfast.
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The elose velationship in Australia between plants and -

Aborigines developed through tens of thousands of years.
During this time a huge part of our flora was used by
Aborigines as a major resource.

As well as providing a large part of Aboriginal diet,
plants provided fibres for string and nets, spear shafts
shelters and clothing.

Here are a few plants that Aborigines used in different
b

BUNYA BUNYA PINE

The large cones had seeds which
were eaten raw when unripe, or
toasted when ripe. The ripe
seeds are supposed to taste

NATIVE CRANBERRY

The round, green fruit is said
to have a sweet taste, and was
eaten by the Aborigines in
Eastern Australia.

BANKSIA

A refreshing drink was made by
soaking the flowers in water
over night. Some of the trees
were used for honey.

NATIVE CHERRY

This plant, which lives on the
roots of other plants, has
small fruits, which are like
cherries with the stone on

the outside. The fruit is
sweet and very tasty.

Text: M.Carmichael
Antwonk:W. Prohasky.

BURRAWANG
The kernels were removed from

the cone and crushed into coa-
rse flour. This was then plac-
ed in running water for 6 or 7
days, to remove the poison. The
water was squeezed out, and the
flour cooked over hot coals.

NATIVE RASBERRY
These were really popular frui-
ts. A medicine was also made
from the small leaves, which
were soaked in water. It was
to help stomach upsets.

AUSTRAL BUGLE
The fresh leaves were pounded
and soaked in hot water, and
then used to bathe cuts and

seratches.

HOP BUSH

The juice from the leaves of

this plant was sponged on the

forehead and body to relieve

fevers. Cattle and sheep used
to eat the bush in drought

. times

PIG FACE
The fruit was picked when ripe
and the pulp was said to taste
like custard! The leaves were
sometimes roasted and eaten,
sometimes as a salt substitute




colors,

the three best entries, which will receive

BLUE BELLS

Wil fIOWETS

This month at 'Nature Notes', we have a
feast of wildflowers, drawn for us

by Mrs Wilma Prohasky. See if you

can color them in their CORRECT

and send them in to Mrs.
Prohasky here at NN, and she will judge

a prize.Competition closes

22nd April.Send to 'Nature

Notes'" Pi0. BOX

28, Ringwood

East 3135,

'F]SHBONE FERN
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Different scientists agree that @
A

th: Aborigines practised what @ ¥
we call conservation many many @~
years before the europeans came

to Australia, and managed the . ®
land very well.

The Aborigines used to leave ®
scarce plants alone, so they @ Also, when they were coll-
had a chance to regenerate, ecting yams, they would

and used to scatter the seeds of @ leave a few in the ground,
valuable trees around to help @ to make sure there'd be
them grow. more when they visited the
They used nets when fishing, same place at another

that were made to let smaller time.

fish through the nets, and only How do you think the Abor-
catch the large, adult fish. igines learnt to do all
They also used to stop hunting these things? Did they
certain fish when they knew it learn by their mistakes, or
was their breeding season. did they just 'know'?

When possums were plentiful in Do we use any of these

some areas, they would catch ideas today in conserving
some and release them in other plants and animals?

areas, where there weren't as What are some of the ways
many possums.This was to make we conserve or look after
sure there'd be possums to our plants and animals?
hunt in all sorts of different @ \
places.
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ARBORE WEEk

'Arbor Week' is @& time when kids and trees get together to help improve
the environment. By doing this crossword puzzle you will discover the
importance of trees and why it is essential that we plant and conserve

them. Why not celebrate 'Arbor Week' in the last week of April
by planting a tree.

8

ACROSS 1 9
1. Whats black & white

and read all over and
comes from trees.

2 10

2, Trees give animals
and people —— from
wind end rain. 1

3. Something which improves
the soil end is made up
of dead parts of plants
and animals.

4: Trees clean the air by
giving out-—-—— 13

5. Trees bring this up
from the ground and
transpire it into the
atmosphere.

€. Trees provide for
many animls and insects.

7. By planting trees ve
help to make the
environment look very 6

DOWN

8. Insects which pollinate
flowers.

9. A latin word meaning
tree.
10.An o1l which is good

for colds comes from
the tree.

1i.-——-must learn to
conserve forests if
the earth ie to survive.

12.¥When wind and water carry 7
avay the top soil.

13%.Trees give us this on hot
days.

14.A denee wet forest.

THANKS TO CATHERINE MULLINS
FROM THE STATE SCHOOLS NURSERY

FOR THIS CROSSWORD.
i o - |

When you have finished the crossword, turn it into a beautiful tree. Imagine all
the animals and insects that live in and visit this tre¢ - draw them in to show how
they depend on the tree for survival.
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about animals :

A MILLIPEDE!
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Four leqs&?“m = . | / tre X | I. Greek for river ho
cerkion op.r: bodtj ANIMALS From AFRIC'Xl ek for river h ,r'!%e,.
Jopbtims, |1 N w8 g T g B huge ammal’
ﬁ] o o I oA e 2 3 U The Faskest dca k.
:'_‘ 4 Agraceful Antelope.
2,;.E i 5. This loird lays the
3C !argesl- egas n the world.
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What Furry animal ¢

KANGAROO FAMILY
.t Thc smallest mcmbcr : 5
." being from 10" fo 18" high. kanﬁaroo

The [ar‘gesi' of all
Marsuplms 15 the

has two ears with
nothing belrween
them ?

k;};é'é}iél:

This kangaroco 1s not
A ground dweller.,

A marsupial mouse
that has been
frodden on b‘ﬂ ?

kanga\roo
This little fellow has a pointed
! snoul and short round ears ,
-, It lives along the East+ Sovth
s, coast of Tasmania ...

3. A desert animal .
B ETEE T 4 Wild Australiany Dogs.

IA‘\dcaH'\lld Sr\ake“"----""‘1
= 2. A dancing bird .

I

E § P 5. Three of these animels
i T Ll Work for the PAW organization!
wm ow CAN You woak OUT? ;Ié.::.‘..-?...E..-..;-'.E.-‘--; 6 A sly an'mal ‘

s f 7 The second largest repti (e, o
n you ht
il e a!phaﬁqo'rlgrafggdue?zgu% = If).
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Ever heard of a rat living in a flat? Well,that's just
where the stick nest rat (Technical name Leporillus
conditor) lives. This little rat, first called a native
rabbit by our pioneers, builds a nest of twigs, often
wedged against something like a tree.The nest can be up
to one metre high.In this nest a group of rat families
can live, each in their own 'apartment' or 'flat'.

The rats used to be fairly common inhabitants of main-
land Australia, but feral cats and foxes have literally
wiped them out. They now exist only on small islands
off the coast of Australia, such as Franklin Island,
and the Nuyts Archipeligo in South Australia.

Another completely different type of rat, which lives
in the U.S.A. builds 'flats' too. These rats, called
'Pack Rats' build their nests of sticks, but they have
passage ways to each room in the 'flat'. They have
separate rooms for sleeping, storing food and dumping
rubbish. These rats seem to have been able to survive
in America very well.

T TIONOAT T TN TOAT
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THINGS TO DO

ooooooooooo

* Find out where the stick
nest rnat Lives, on a map.

* What are some othen
INTRODUCED animals that
have caused damage to oun
wildlife, and to the enviton
ment?
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