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How doQ^ dzcay take place.?G/6 "decay" mean?i/Jhat

KloJiQe aA}ny malt cA.eatLUie6It meant, to become ncitten, to
Hi there!

cUie abwayt at wonk on lea^{deXenloKote, to wcu,te aiway.
tittoJi and decaying matteA. TheTkli, happeni to that the Aot~This vnoYith <xt Nature Notes we 're having

look at plants and animals that need each ting vegetation and tea^ wohid ojS matt cAeatu/iet Inctud
toXt Intectt, mltet, tpAlngtaltitteA doet not acemutate,other, or help each other to survive in
mlttlpedet, cewtlpedet, beettetbut It decompoted back Intosome way.

the toll. Thlt maket the toll ^tlet, watpt, tpldeAt, tcoApla:There are many different relationships
between plants and animals in nature,
you think of any of them? Vlell,^ if you read
this month's magazine you'll find out about

few of them at least.

veAy ^(eAtlte, which aldt the
gAowth oi{ plant Hie In the

emit, teAmltet, velvet womt,
can

tnailt, tllveAilth, eamlgt
and cockAoachet.ioAett.
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A. parasite is a plant that takes some or all
of its food from another plant. In Australia

have several parasitic plants, nearly all
in the forest and woodland

In the rainfo.rests

we

of which occur

areas of our continent,

parasitic plants live high in the canopy
of the forest, and are hard to see. In more
open woodland, the parasites can grow on all
parts of the tree they use as the'host'.
Parasites have no roots as such. They have
attatching parts, which suck nutrients from
the host plants though, which can often lead
to the death of the host.
The mistletoe is perhaps the best known of
our parasitic plants. It lives on eucalypts,
and mimics the foliage of the host tteev-^ so
it will not look attractive to cattle or
other animals that i^ay eaf'it.
however attract ’thirds, that distribute its
seeds around the countryside. The birds are
attracted to its bright flowers and the ^
raistltoe's seeds ar-e-pas-s^ed through the birds
droppings, to another place where they can
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Have you ever wondered what happens to animals' bodies
when they die? There would be great piles of dead bodies
around the country side if nature hadn't thought of
way to deal with the problem. Also, since the white man

has been in Australia, the amount of dead wildlife has
increased drastically, with road injuries and the introduc
tion of foreign animals (such as sheep and cattle, which

are often killed by floods, droughts and overstocking)
Well clever nature has a way of dealing with this, by
having an army of animals that depend on the dead bodies
(called carrion) of other animals for survival.
The Tasmanian Devil is so good at his job, he now

appears on the scene after a gunshot, as he knows that
the sound of a gun is associated with carrion. Dingoes
are known scavengers, which are very effective at clean
ing up the environment, as are rats and mice which take
care of the smaller carcasses.

Insects are prime removers of carrion. There ar^e two main-
types of insect 'removers'- those that eat the carrion, and
those that lay eggs in it, so their young beg-irt-Vife with
the nutrition found in the carrion. Crickets and grass hopp
ers have been known to eat a dead frog in a night, whilst
ants, the most numerous of the carrion eaters can eat a

bird in a night and a snake in a week.Flies lay their eggs

in carrion, and their young (maggots) live on the carrion.
Birds are another important carrion remover. The wedge tail

ed eagle, along with its relatives the black kite and the
whistling kite are known carrion removers. The crow, magpie
and currawong are also occasional carrion eaters.
Goannas can eat smaller dead animals, as can the shingle

back lizard. Tadpoles remove carrion that is left in water.

All the carcasses of animals that have died are used by
nature - recycled back into the web of life.This system
keeps both the environment free from carcasses, and feeds

a
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White winged choughs

and apostlebirds communally ^
r feed the young of the flock and }
look out for predators. Thes^birds

in numbers^

TkzAe. oJit many dii^(2AZYit <6pecxe4
oi bin.d6 In KvJithxUUia that keZp

The woodswailows

Ifeed both the young ea y
eac/i otkoA oat in di^^eAent mij6,
zitheA with loofUng a^teA thz
baby blndi, oh. pAotzcting the
^iodz ^h-om phedato-'U. Hqaz oaz
jm>t a 0^ thz6z izathoAzd

and the sick adults in

the group, all pitching In to help each
other to surv

^(Aizndi>
IrCy

The cuckoo shrike

as been seen with 3

adults tending a single nest with young
in it. On another occasion, 2 nests a metre

apart were looked after by 5 adults.

/^oy, Tv*ese HO^
ucmfuL

CHicxs Arc
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The male yellow tailed thornbiI I
\S IT S^F£

builds a second nest before his first
TO PUAy OUT

brood of children are ready to leave /et dad^
When thethe care of their parents

second brood arrive, the first brood
are expected to help mum and dad look
after the babies, to get them food, and

Y ^-^^^are for them generally.kT s youp. i
TuiSnj to [
Feed theni
.Sis'{MS No, ITS NOT...

ITS youR Turn/ A high. nambeA 0(^ AiLi,tAatian binxU
a/LZ' hztpeA' 6pzciz6, u)hzn compoAzd to
thz numbzh. 'kzlpzh^' ^oand in otkzh.
continznt6. Tki& keeping oat makzt 4UAe
tkat tkz poAticuloA typz bind can
60Avivz. Tkz pain, tkat oAz bh.zzding
kavz kztpzu to ^zzd tkzih young oh.
look oat (oh. ph.cdatoh^, 6o tkzy can
continaz to bh.zcd, and build up tkz
-6pzciz6... a 6uAvival in&tinct.
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How many different types of butterflies have you seen i

your garden? Sometimes the

species,

Sometimes two different species can look very similar.in

same type of butterfly,

can look totally different, depending if it is
a male or a female.

or

In some cases the difference betwee
male and female is so marked that it is

n

unbelievable that

same species, as with thethey should even belong to the

Common Brown butterfly.

T
UP- t.t

Look closely at the above drawings and you will see that the

Danaid Eggfly looks like the Lesser Wanderer. Both of these

butterflies live in the same area. The Lesser Wanderer has a

nasty taste to birds, and once a bird has tried one, it leaves

them alone. The Danaid Eggfly, which tastes good to birds,

uses the some pattern as the Lesser Wanderer. It is because

of this similar appearance that the Eggfly is protected from

birds, as birds generally do not eat butterflies having this

pattern.

This is an example of MIJ;1IC_RY where one butterfly 'mimics'

oMcthr---● ..npcarance to gain

that e-'' .

A\_E

This butterfly is found in Victoria and
in the garden,

you may see one

or in the Dandenongs. In spring the males

are common, with females appearing later in the summer.
Why are they so different? It is thought that males rely

mainly on sight to find the females, so the difference
in color and pattern of the wings help the male to dis

tinguish females from other males.
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Here's triple trouble! Find out just WHAT
each of these animals are, draw in their missing half, and

Color them in their correct colorings.
Thanks to Mrs. Prohasky for the drawings!
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Bees like trees very The bees we aet honey
much, The red gum. are not native bees,
yellow box. iron bark^j. iLThey are called Italian
karri and stringy ba-ff®%»ees and come from Eur-
rk are all favourites *“/^.upe. We use them because
with the bees when ’they give us far more ho-
they're in the dry fo-^d wney than the native bees,
rests of Australia, '^%;»ustralia has different
The heathlands are im- (Mistypes of trees to the

■■■'west of the world, and
this IS curiously so

with bees and honey,
iThe moisture

content of

portant too. because
it is here that the,
banksias. tea
trees.
bottle mMl
brushes.^
grevi- s?,
illias
and
wild
flow¬
ers

live,®
When w
there

is a poor ,S^^^*’^what they
season.^and ^#^^would have
trees of the dry V)\ been used to
forest don't flower.V\\\\i in Europe, This
the bees have to depend \\ has the effect of
on the heathland shrub^V ^making the honey the
and flowers for their all^^.bees produce last a
important nectar and pol-Mvery long time without
len. Bees cannot live fon'^ifermenting or losing Its
a very long time wlthoutil <aroma. like honey
pollen, 1,^'^. J'awproduced in Europe does

f Australian trees can
I also produce nectar as
fast as the bees can ,
drink it. Clever trees!
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