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*d/e-6, tlva> mo^vth cU hiaXuJie f^ote^ we'^e tak^ing a took cut
0 ^{m oi oan. beJutzA knomi ptacej>, btficU and animate,
f a'iVwXX.a a countA^ ^utt ^xctttng i^toAoi and {^auna,
(And you don't kyL0i^J wkcut tko^o. MoAdi> mean, took -tkem
up/) Mktch toe ■iome.ttme^ take ^on. gaa^vted. (J)ett, open youA

eye6, took cuioand, and SEE lohat toe've cutt got - and ean
^ka/ie and took a^teA together, tn tiut tcAAt^itc tand o^
ou/u>!

Wett that’6 enough o^ a tectuae io^ today,but I do hope
you enjoy thit month'^ magaztne, and that it gtoe^ you

something to thtnk about. lOAtte tn to Watty and the c-^ao
hoJie at WW ayid tett u6 lohat YOU thtnk. YOUR tdeo6 oAe

veay ispectat and tmpoatant to ut!

Happy Reading
Mandy Camtchaet
bdttoA.
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rfx The Murray River is an important river to everyone
r:;!;who lives in Australia. It provides water for a

-eat variety of purposes, to areas far away from
ne river's banks.

:;-:;Australia is too far south on a map of the world to

:$:get monsoonal, tropical rains, and too far north to

gjjget rains that colder climates do. What with the
>:!;flatness of our continent, and the low humidity,
;.’;;coupled with extreme temperatures,Australia ends
!;*‘up having the 'run off'
;\her rivers, of a country \ of her size!

Some rivers flow only in the wet season, and then
:i:;only for a few months, but the Murray flows all
^jyear 'round.lt is a very long river, even by world
standards, when you count its tributaries, the
Darling, the Murrumbidgee, the Campaspe and the

●●rLoddon rivers into its length of over 7000 kms.
The entire 'river system' of the Murray covers over

●1:1,000,000 square kilomteres.
The Murray river starts in the alps, near Mt. Kosci-

%usko, where it begins as a mass of small streams,
j!; f ed by the snow and rains. It is fast flowing as

Jit winds its way down to the plains. When it reaches
the plains, it

y* becomes a much

slower river,

because the pull
of gravity is

X;!; greatly reduced.

The Murray drops
so slightly on its way
to the sea, that it
looks like it isn't

flowing downhill at all.,
Today the Murray is dam- ^
med to help use its wat- ,
er for irrigation and ^
electric power. This has 3
brought about big chang- ^
es to the wildlife of th^
areas around its banks, j
and to such things
river travel.

*Find out about the

changes that damming
the Murray has brouglit about.

ever

1

or amount of water in

as

A view of the Murray
river

Old time transport
along the Murray.

near the alps.

●w

1*^' -

●

One of the dams

at the head of

the Murray river ■
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NOj the answers to

the Wally word aren't
hidden down here!
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^fove over, Countdoi\fn, here come the
Nature Notes -Rest Knom Bird

Awards for 1983i

VJOB Once.

called the

Clock.

hv

^^whafcflboyt
( the wonoicrfi;i/«sfc
; wowbat T"^—~V ^
award ?/^

Here's a bevy of beautiful Australia
birds, all vying for top spot in the
Nature Notes Awards

YOU'RE the judge!

V'

V

See if you can name each of these
famous birds by using the clues

gives you. Wnch one do
YOU think is the most well known
of AIX Australian birds? IVHY?
u?®/ out where these
birds live in Australia. Do any of
these birds live near you?

and guess what	

Tlianks to Mrs. Prohasky for the drawing!
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There a tortoise at Bundaberg in Queensland
which may be the oldest recorded living cre
ature in the world.

'Torty' is a Madagascar land tortoise bought
■T^ to Australia in 1847. She lived in a back ^
I J Bundaberg for 80 years before being
I V Alexandra Park Zoo in "Bundaberg.
lL^^N--»^orty's recorded history started in 1847 '

when l4-. John Powe stepped ashore at Madagascar
which is near Africa, on his wasy to Australia.
He was given the tortoise by the captain of a '
ship and he put Torty in his coat pocket during
the long trip to Sydney, and then to Gladstone.
IVhile in Gladstone, Torty would wander off to i
hibernate during the winter and return home in
the spring. She. was cared for by four generations
of the family, which moved to Bundaberg in 1884. ,
Torty was given to the zoo by Miss E. Powe

when she had to leave the city because if ill
ness in 1964.

*How old is Torty now?
*What does hibernate mean?

*Where is Madagascar on a map? What are some
other animals that live there?
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wmu> mu mim?Vo you (Uk qu2A>tioyu> about \KkoJt you*Mz KzacUng, to makt
^uAQ, you undzAA,tand zveAytklng? WttbuA tkt mmbat iUaZlu'^,
cou6tn doeA, 5ee you aan help WltbcUL llnd the amvoenji
to the que6ti^n6 he a6about tfuA_ne^papeA. clipping.

* That Gum Emperor Moths can take between. 4 v;eeks
and 2 years to emerge from t]ieir cocoons.

HEY WJHiT! ^That it is not only birds that migrate across
the Wanderer butterfly is a native ofoceans

South America but has spread all arourid the
world under its own steam.

= I\

To prevent their being separated by their watery couch,
families of sea otters bind themselves together with strands
of seaweed before going to sleep.

*

* Tiiat because a snake *s
once it has started to

So if two

teeth slope backwards,
swallow its pre^' it cannot
snakes fix on the same

the larger snake

^nds up_by swallowing the other snake as welll _
y. (Fwowdcf whdf [>e meakt wh€4i hg. sqio j

a.Lsgorge ±t.

breakfast at the same time,
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Answers to Wally Word

1.Possum 2.Kangaroo 3.Mole 4.Leadbeater 5.Alpine

6.Parrot T.Taipan S.Boab 9.Rat 10.Dew 11.Ghost gum

12.Australia 13.Lyre 14.Gould IS.Bunyip 16.Olgas
17.Oar 18.Spider 19.Rain 20.Rabbit.

How many did you get right?

Hang On
V/ilbur j
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Pit your wits against Wally's in his latest attempt

at being Australia's Super Wally Word Maker-upperer!
Wally's Crossword
(With Wally’s OWN numbering system,so watch out!) T

i.
(DOWN

1. A well known marsupial, that lives in trees.

2. Another marsupial, that has a powerful tail,
another marsupial, that is blind and lives

under ground.
4. The name of an endangered number 1. down.

5. The name given to snowy areas.
6. A brightly colored bird, that rhymes with carrot.
7. A deadly snake, from Northern Australia.
8. A tree that was once used as a jail, and is a

bottle shape.

9. This can be both a small marsupial, or a rodent.

10.Important source of water in the desert.

i
Kr ’ V

1 ●
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3. Yes,
l

*
<*

-■●*1
ACROSS

11.A type of gum tree. (A .spooky one!)
12.The name of our continent,

this bird doesn't tell fibs, although its

name says it does!

14.This League loves nature.

15.Wally is scared of this mythical monster.
16.A group of mountains, near Ayers Rock-
17. Both a part of a boat, and the name of a

strange looking fish.
18.A 'red back' is a 	

19.A tropical forest is often called a ..
20.An introduced animal which is a great menace.

For the answers, you'll have to look for them in
Nature Notes! Good Luck,
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Acaoias for,m one of the largest groups
of Australian plants. They can vary
in height from a few inches to very
large treesup to 30 metres tall.
They grow in all environments^ and
will grow in harsher places than the
eucalypts.
battles are divided into types in
two ways. As well as being divided
into those which have feathery(or
bipinnate) leaves and those which
have flattened leaf stalks(or
phyllodes)y they can be divided into
those with flowers in the form of
fluffy balls and those with spikes or
rods of flowers, known as catkins.
All acacias have feathery leaves in
the juvenile stage, but as the plant
grows these become smaller and the
stalks longer until the true leaves
disappear, leaving only the phyllodes
to do the work of the leaves.
Although the word acacia means ^plant
with thorns’, only a minority have
thorns. The word ’wattle’ come into

Acacia flexifolia. Has

pale yellow flowers

during winter. Its foli

age is grey-green. This

shrub grows to a height

of 1 - l^m. _

la

A small shrub growing tc

a height of 1 - 2m.Pale

to creamy-yellow ball

flowers appear during

Spring.

use because acacia species were used
to provide the slender sticks used in
the ’wattle and daub' construction of
huts in the early days of Australian
settlement.

As acacia seeds have a very hard cov
ering, they need to be treated prior
to planting. This involves pouring
boiling water over them and allowing
them to soak overnight or filing a
nick in the seed coat.

^WHI do you think nature has made the
seed pod so strong? HOW do wattle seeds
normally open? Name the type of wattle Acacia glandulicarpa.
we use as a national flower. (Hint. . the a dense shrub which has

name describes its color. . )WHAT is the gmall phllodes and gold-

other country, starting with A that en - yellow ball flowers

has several species of acacia? _ \which appear between
iKi August and October.


