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FAMOUS FACES

Yes, th,w month at Nature Notes we're taking a Look at

a few of our bettern known places, binds and animals,

/sthalia 45 a country full of exciting flora and fauna,

(And 4§ you don't kRnow what those words mean, Look them

up!) which we sometimes Ztake for granted. Well, open your

eyes, Look around, and SEE what we've all got - and can

shane and Look aften togethern, in this terrigic Land of

ows !

Well that's enough of a Lecture for today,but I do hope

you enfoy this month's magazine, and that it gives you

something to think about. Wnite in to Wally and the crew

hene at NN and tefl us what YOU think. YOUR ideas anre

very spectal and important to us!

Happy Reading '

Mandy Carmichael
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HERRMIEH TV EMURRRAY,

The Murray River is an important river to everyone

‘who lives in Australia. It provides water for a

g~eat variety of purposes, to areas far away from

i1ne river's banks.
:Australia is too far south on a map of the world to
:get monsoonal, tropical rains, and too far north to

get rains that colder climates do. What with the
flatness of our continent, and the low humidity,
coupled with extreme temperatures,Australia ends
up having the 'run off', or amount of water in
her rivers, of a country % of her size!

Some rivers flow only in the wet season, and then
only for a few months, but the Murray flows all
year 'round.It is a very long river, even by world

wm Standards, when you count its tributaries, the
“wrDarling, the Murrumbidgee, the Campaspe and the

Loddon rivers into its length of over 7000 kms.

The entire 'river system' of the Murray covers over

1,000,000 square kilomteres.

The Murray river starts in the alps, near Mt. Kosci-

usko, where it begins as a mass of small streams,

fed by the snow and rains. It is fast flowing as

it winds its way down to the plains. When it reaches
; % Ehe iplaznsi it

becomes a much

slower river,

because the pull

of gravity is

greatly reduced.

One of the dams
at the head of
the Murray river

ﬂb, tﬁ; ansaérs tb
. the wally word arven't
hidden down here!

» 20,
o2

te

The Murray drops ever

so slightly on its way
to the sea, that it
looks like it isn't
flowing downhill at all.
Today the Murray is dam-
med to help use its wat-
er for irrigation and
electric power. This has
brought about big chang- !
es to the wildlife of thge
areas around its banks,
and to such things as 2
river travel.

*Find outi about the
changes that damming
the Murray has brought about.

A view of the Murray
river near the alps.
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OF CouRtE THE GooD oW
AUSTRAWAN BARBEDUE
WOULDN'T BE e
COMPLETE W fTHOVT,
You AND your
Fz FRIENDS .. ..
NST oy Do
You AnNey HE
Forke BUT You
TRAMPLE AL O
THan fFoop....

....OF COURSE You PONT
EAT TRE TooD AS We XNow
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HAT A KD MAN., .
LEAN NG THE LIp

IN A €oUPLE oF DAYS
'ou TURNED \NTo A FAT
Juiy MaagoT .. (Lo
Krnowrn At VARYAE .

WFE BERTIE Segan
VN A GARBAGE CAM .,
Your MOTHER BERYL
LAID COUNTLES® EGGS
AMONG THE RoOTTEN
VEGETABLES . SMBLY
Rerrmen MeAT \S

ALSO CONSIDERED

Shy,D\D you KNow
THAT Long AGO WE
BLOWIES WERE LSED
A\ WOoSPMALS .. . WE
LAD QUR EGRS O TTHE WOoun

OF PATIENTS AND THE LARVAR
ATe TTHE ROTTING FLESH LEAVING

M YES, | REMEMBER
THE Lova.y SMEWL. OF

TWAT GARBAGE CAN UMMS

A WEX LATER THE OUTER
Skine HARDENED ( F’\JPAE)
AND N THE COSE
CoNFINES OF THAT SvaL
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Browriy, ROy TO
EMERGE AND START SPF-E\D“"&G\
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RESORT 1N THE
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T™E Locar goNg
SO0k ...,
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WeRe 18'nT 1T Bgrr\/""

HAT DOES 'T.. | CANT STAND
ArsyMoRe.  OF THIS ... WHAT
AN ommiws \NSECT You AR
M. . BERTIE BlOWRLY - - - .. .. ’
Tts WAS YouR LIFE

Ao,
ST TRY To 'GET_AwAY

Faom IT AuL DOWN TUeRE
TROM TIME TO TIME. « 2




over, Countdown, here come the
Nature Notes "Best Known Bird"
Awards for 19831

I was once
called khe
Hawksbury
Clock .

3
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Lots
of black
and white teams
are named

after me.!

NithheH
and
Share
names/

what aboyt

Here's a bevy of beautiful Australian the wonderfullest

birds, all vying for top spot in the
Nature Notes Awards..... and guess what. ...
YOU'RE the judge!

See if you can name each of these
famous birds by using the clues
each one gives you. Which one do
YOU think is the most well known
of ALL Australian birds? WHY?

See if You can find out where these
'+ Thanks to Mrs. Prohasky for the drawing! . birds live in Australia. Do any of
these birds live near you?
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There's a tortoise at Bundaberg in Queenslan ,
which may be the oldest recorded living cre- F '.......................%
ature in the world. : ; 3 ® ED eans Nodina AAes, ®
'Torty' is a Madagascar land tortoise bought A ~ *
to Australia in 1847. She lived in a back e ® < i}a“‘ - W ]
ard in Bundaberg for 80 y;ars before geli)ng = : it abeare, ok B . When ::j_ :
g1yen to the Alexandra Park Zoo in Bundaberg. O .
orty's recorded history started in 1847 %’5 ® 9° Ahone | e Qoue o./f\.{\,QaA ol Gzodl © ®
when Mr. John Powe stepped ashore at Madagascar S5 @ {{o& 4, Wm ®
which is near Africa, on his wasy to Australia. Q : : Yo Senl
He was given the tortoise by the captain of a §,U : e w-u.%ﬁv@ @é&w& we werd j, ‘MW“:
ship and he put Torty in his coat pocket during ~9 ® ¢ Dol ws owd Ho see e W _ °
the long trip to Sydney, and then to Gladstone. e il i i ™
While in Gladstone, Torty would wander off to el sy ® woo « b sl ®
hibernate during the winter and return home in A @ o e e ll I Co Mobor vam ®
the spring. She was cared for by four generations 28 @ s 0o -/fwi A®
of the family, which moved to Bundaberg in 1884. @ 5. @ %‘ «jow one ' ®
Torty was given to the zoo by Miss E. Powe TE @ amnol 4 ak ocud of cur Sronod, ®
when she had to leave the city because if ill- "9 g ® . \/Z/[UW ®
ness in 1964, o & )
*How old is Torty now? 2 % 000000000000000000
*What does hibernate mean? ' po Qg L) M<Q
*Where is Madagascar on a map? What are some - - '
other animals that live there? » % ey
/ §5 "Q E[_\H-[e, possums  run at m%h# 5
ooon/ E o 3 BT, the trees and oud of Sight,
. ..THOSE , ﬁg‘ g \(\Jlﬂn pPawg Sa gweet 13 how -H\e)_/éq{',
YOUNGSTERS . 'ﬁ% g 5 I.(: you leave some breacl ancl batter =
TA:fcfua 5218 'TI‘QY g g, serme Ae g bor Sibger,
ABOUT % « % 1—,] P‘qy.na on the roof Jrhey run +8
= E‘«D uE[ . . . {_‘
bl |4 H,qumg lofs of rnaisy tun, &
‘ ig _g B_(_;} when the O!DS comes up’ko Scare,
] é A § (=] -Hxﬁ possums Plee most every where!
o=l .- 4
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Do you ask questions about what you'nre reading, to make
sure you understand everything? Wilbur the wombat Wally's
cousin doeé.‘See Af you can help Wilbur find the answers
%o the questions he asks about this_newspaper elipping.
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THANKS  THE AGE’ For THIS NEWD culepia )

WOULD YOU BELIEVE ?

That Gum Emperor Moths can take between 4 weeks
and 2 years to emerge from their cocoons.

e That it is not only birds that migrate across
oceans - the Warderer butterfly is a native of
South America but has spread all around the
world under its own steam.

To prevent their being separated by their watery couch,
families of sea oftters bind themselves together with strands

of seaweed before going fto sleep.

96-That because a srake's teeth slope backwards,
otice it has started te swalleow Lits prey 1Lt cannot
disgorge it. .So 4if two shnakes fix on ‘the same

breakfast at the same time, ‘the larger snake

=.cnds up by swallowing the other snake as well!
R AT T | wonder what he meant when he said
> = SNeome around for tea?’
2

HEY/ HERE THEY ARE!

ANSWERS 70 %amw#em@ﬁm}

276 PROTECT T FRam PREDAD.
< BY WHEBAT o A BUSHFIRE
¢ COLPEN WATTLE
o AFRIcA .

Answers to Wally Word

1.Possum 2.Kangaroo 3.Mole 4.Leadbeater 5.Alpine
6.Parrot 7.Taipan 8.Boab 9.Rat 10.Dew 11.Ghost gum
12.Australia 13.Lyre 14.Gould 15.Bunyip 16.0lgas
17.0ar 18.Spider 19.Rain 20.Rabbit.

How many did you get right?

13
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Pit your wits aga nst Wally's in his latest attempt
at being Australia's Super Wally Word Maker-upperer!
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Acactas form one of the largest groups
of Australian plants. They can vary
in height from a few inches to very
large trees, up to 30 metres tall.
They grow in all enviromments, and
will grow in harsher places than the
eucalypts.

Wattles are divided into *ypes in

two ways. As well as being divided
into those which have feathery(or
bipinnate) leaves and those which
have flattened leaf stalks(or
phyllodes), they can be divided into
those with flowers in the form of
fluffy balls and those with spikes or
rods of flowers, known as catkins.

All acacias have feathery leaves in
the juvenile stage, but as the plant
grows these become smaller and the
stalks longer until the true leaves
disappear, leaving only the phyllodes
to do the work of the leaves.

Although the word acacta means 'plant
with thorns', only a minority have
thorns. The word 'wattle' came into
use because acacia species were used
to provide the slender sticks used in
the 'wattle and daub' construction of
huts in the early days of Australian
settlement.

As aqeacia seeds have a very hard cov-
ering, they need to be treated prior
to planting.This involves pouring
boiling water over them and allowing
them to soak overnight or filing a
nick in the seed coat.

*WHY do you think nature has made the
seed pod so strong? HOW do wattle seeds
normally open? Name the type of wattle
we use as a national flower.(Hint.. the
name describes its color..)WHAT is the
other country, starting with A that
has several species of acacia?

GREEN & GOLD
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Acacia flexifolia. Ha
pale yellow flowers

during winter. Its foli-
age is grey-green. This
shrub grows to a height

N

Acacia-myrtifolia.

A small shrub growing tc
a height of 1 - 2m.Pale
to creamy-yellow ball
flowers appear during

Acacia glandulicarpa.
A dense shrub which has
small phllodes and gold-
en - vellow ball flowers
which appear between

ANSWERS HIDDEN (SOMERHERE. 1K UU{-(JAugust and October.



