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I know att animcitii and p£xmt6 Kojxtty 06
d/LQ,adiiit. a& wz o^tm make, them out to be,, ok home, oi tkeyn
oKe,n't, at le,aht, PeKhaph 'untoved' woutd be a betteA wo^
to de^cMtbe, them, lnhte.ad oi ncu>ty, ok umetcome.d.
Th^ month, wz oKZ taking a look at homz oi tkz plants and

ayilmalh wz'vz comz to dthltkz kzAz tn AuhtKoZta, ^oK onz

Kzohon OK anotkzK. But Itkz It ok not, wz'vz got them,
and by undzK6tancUng them a titttz bit bettzK, peAhaph tkzy
mightn't hzem SO bad a^tzK all. [VzA, J know It'h koJid to
iXkz a whltz polnteK hhoKk, but did you know tkzy okz tkz
hza'h goKbagz bln, and clzan up oAound tkz oczan a bit?]
Happy RzacUng
Mandy CaKmlckazl
BdltoK.

STOP PRESS! Our newest nasty arrival seems to be
the European wasp, a brightly colored little beast
who is causing havoc in the suburbs of Melbourne.
See wha

c . E "F fTZ<S»ei?,-asiJ>s -+ M

CWi>-<3DF^\-c^sc»a, ‘=o»vv:enTtor^^

a

v-Jilliam Damj^ier m'ote about than; so aid Fransico Pelsart
of the "Batavia", and last but not least ^Iatthex^7 Flinders

conplained about them
^ I

The Bush Fly, Australia s ovnia

The btish fly nuisaiice is usually at its Vvorst on the war-

;Tier d-iys because the flies stop being active \dien the air
perature drops below 12®C This isn't a lot of help th-
,n because it's really too cold to be comfortable outside.

A.t very riigh teiiperatures above 35®C, the flies seek shade
to get out of the heat.
Tne bush fly is a manber of che order Diptera, which inc

lude all txvo winged insects mth the liind pair of wings re
duced to club-like organs.These beat in unison with the fr
ont pair of wings and are used to sense dianges in flight.
The bush fly is typical of this group of insects Ln that

eggs are laid, maggots hatch and then go through three la

ical stages before they pupate and anerge as fully grown
flies. The bush fly lays its eggs in fresh, moist dung:
fresh because it has a lot of nutrition still

i:en

ou can find out about this pest.

ranairo-ng in

it, and moist because the eggs are not allowed to dry out.

Bushflies can live for as long as three months in a tan-

perature around Id^’C, however when the teriperatxrre rises to
say 30^C, they die in less than three weeks, although they
are the same physiological age when they die!
The bushfly has lapping mouth parts wW.ch can take up

food only as a liquid. The flies need water, protein
gars and other foods, most of which is pi-ovi.ded i.n the av

erage family picnic. We therefore give files everything
they need to keep living!

Busliflies in the southern part of Australia have a piolTan
witii the v/inter taperatures. Tlie wiiole population dies

rmcr vyeiitber.
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Tree Tenoites,known in Australia as white
tralia^^Thev v"" Aus-craiia. They live in tre^s. posfs r ,nn<5

highly destructive if they find a'nice bit
of wood to live in that mkes “
your home,

0

up part of \

too!

“ colonies similar to
ants and bees. There is a queen, who lavs
the eggs, soldiers, who guard the nest

f workers who gather
the food, and tend to the nest ®
-the royal pair'
rmite are called
to live for 50

termites -cause a large amount of
amage in the eucalypt forests, and are
thought to be introduced, not natural
dwellers as the grass land termites,

tall mounds are.
The termite's main enemy are
the soldiers have

as the

are

years

queen and king te-
suspected of being able

!
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ants, which

1 , . watch out for. The
-1 ^^^1 nippers for their i

whilst the workers have smaller,
jaws to gnaw at wood.

Termites are a reknown pest in Australia
because of the damage they cause to both’
the forests and to timber buildings.
Can you think^of any precautions that are
taken when building a house against termit
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Jelly fish, especially those fomd
around Australia's northern coast '‘
can be really dangerous. \^it^The Btue:zbot^s

surface swimmer^ wh'loh hjxs
gas filled float toJieep

« \it on the surface^It can
painfuOsting.

dbacks only bite
if they are squeezed
in some way. They

ave tiny, hair like fang
around Sydne^that cannot bite througj^
have been

1 known to

i cause
\deaths.A

Funnel ^ehs live in I

Qily 2 types
S. of spicier

are know

* /yo be
YlQJi.X CCIH h2V^0Q(jj^y
ap to hn \
andoApA-Ound, '
at the. end

a tong, iveb
po6-6age May, The >
female takei extta-
otdlnoAy coJit Mitk
hoJi egg^

most of the Easte:

^states, but only a
{those that livo^

The

punnet ooe .a
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This jelMish^^^
has killed over 70\

people this century. It is
especially active in the ^ ^
summer months, between the"s^^ o
tropics of Capricor,n and Cancer^

You should never go swimming'"
if the local people say it

wasp season. The sea wasp
has been known to grow to^
about 20cm by ZOam, ccnd to^
weigh up to 2kg,

^gardening gloves or
boots. (Good enoug]^

o
edin Aust

rralia,

causeoO

acks have

untidy
webs. They like

dry, quiet placeS”
like old sheds, empty

tins, garden rockeries,

^ and even hollow fence
posts. THEY DON'T LIKE BEING

DISTURBED.AN ANGRY SPIDER ISN'T
A VERY HAPPY SPIDER

reason to wear

them?) ^
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Jimble lives all

/^around the coast of Aust-
ralia. It is about 1cm

Funnel webs like dark >

gullies, and well shaded
areas like under houses.

Use a stick or a brocm

to get balls out frcm
under houses won't you^
Funnel webs rear up oniT
their back legs when M
they feel threatened. I
They will only strik^
with their strong

fangs If the enem/^^^^ on^THE
doesn t go away
after it has had

1
1

fMy tho. Acdback t6 deadly.
Tko, malt AJ> 60 6matl, you Mould

obably oveAlook him tn the.
^^6tkaggly Mtbl /

acrosjs 'with tentacles about
5cm Ipng. The sting can last

for months, and can
soars. t

he red

back USUALL

cause

has a redish /

\patch or stripe .
on its back. Itihas^^v^

long, slender'legs
and a large, Iround^

back ✓ \ 1 F
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REDfbite if the
.. . , feel threat-
Its warning rocks\C0\JSm IS
Male funnel

webs have

caused th

most

o

back's I around our coastline

and causes a nasty stingy
with its 8 tentaole.s, h

The body is about 12am B
^ in. diameter, o /

o

OTHER JELLYFISH TO

WATCH OUT FOR - e

The Irukandfi, the sea
blubber, and Chiropsalmus
quadrigatus who is a cou
sin of the sea wasp.

CALLED THE X (
tBLACK WIDOW,\A
ICAN YOU GUESS >
kHY?WHAT IS ITS

/over very carefully \
fin the garden, and
don't poke your fingers

/ into gaps or crevices.
These are the sort *of f/zin^'aOTH^ COUSIN

that a spider reckons are \IN NEW ZEALAND
f' threatening'. (And I for one ICALLED . rOW
don't want to argue with a spiderf^TQ RED BACKS

FIND OUT WHAT TO DO IF YOU ABE

BITTEN BY A DANGEROUS SPIDER.

O

deaths., c
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To read - "Vencnous Creatures of Australia

by Dr. Struan K.Sutherland. lo
I r
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Sharks have become a feared The White Poin+'c: , -jtar of "Jaws IS

adversary of the dea renown for its attacking with
but experiments and ferocicy. The teeth of the shark
monitoring have disproved are constantly being replaced due

/
many of these myths. 4- ^ unique process, wherebyCO CXC

The shark is an
denticles' alongrows of

order of cartilaginous ±:he skin surface of the shark
fishes of which there (which gives it that
are about 250

distinct abrasive feel) gradually
species living ** move along toward the
in the oceans and fresh mouth area, and eventually form
waters of the world. a tooth in the jaw, A shark can
Of these, only a \^\replace a lost tooth fairly
few are considered rapidly with this strange
’killers".

process.

Can you spot a tiger^shark and.
hammer head shark in these drawin THANKS TO CAROL MEASURES FOR SID' !

■ 1



^ There are seme plants in Australia vAiich are really dangerous, A
* Here, we're taking a look at just two of the plants that
^make you sick, or even blind 1

Ringing tree

"1
.E

!i^

Farmer's Friends" as they are calledBidens Pilosa, or

are a pesky weed that is found in Australia s warmer
Farmer's Friends originated in tropical America, and found

its way to Australia by hitch hiking
a ride on farmers' socks and clothes.
It is so good at hitching a ride that

it has spread right throughout the
\ warmer region of the world. The plant

can grow up to 1.6m high, and can
have up to 6,000 seeds on it, which
can lie dormant for over 5 years!
These little seeds are-barbed,

^ and stick onto clothing, even
tually dropping off and starting

a new plant somewhere else. The plant
can grow all year round in warm
climates, and can produce 3 or 4

generations a year! Apart from being a pest
to farmers' clothes, the plant is a_
troublesome weed in over 32 crops in
40 countries. It is the main weed in

nearly every tropical country. It
infests tea in Mozambique, macadamias
in Australia and beans in Brazil.

The only people who seem to jike it
are the Zulus and the Indians, who

eat the boiled leaves mixed with

cornmeal. Everyone else hates
the prickly, itchy little seeds
and the damage it does to crops.
Although the plant is called
"Farmer's Frien;ds" in Australia
it has many different names in

other countries. In Arg_entina
it is "Seco Amor",in Ch*i]e it

is "Cacho Decabra", and in

Angola it is "Olokosso".See if
you can find out what these names

mean, and any more about these

prickly little intruders into our country.
What are some other INTRODUCED plant pests?

How did THEY get to Australia? What trouble do
/ THEY cause?

areas.

can

The stinging tree is found along
the eastern coast of Australia,
as far south as Bega, N.S.V7. and
as far north as the rainforest

stretches. There are several types
of the tree, ranging in height
from one to thirty metres tall.
The tree's leaves are covered with

stiff, hairy spines which have
poison in their tips. The spines
are made out of silica, which is
the main ingredient in glass.
When you brush against the leaves,
the spines break the skin, and the
poison is able to get into YOU!

A The spines give an intense sting

FINGER CHERRY

I
The finger cherry grows in the]
north of Queensland, and is a
distant relative to the eucal-

ypt. Its bright red fruits can
cause blindness if they are
eaten. Animals that ate the

cherry were said to go blind as
vrell. There is no known cure

for the poison that the cherr
ies contain, and earlier this

century, posters were sent to

all the schools in Queensland,
so that children would know of

the danger of eating the bright
red fruit.
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KILLEa SNAKE
The Fievoe snake, or the
smatt seated snake as i-t

is sometimes catted, t-s
the deadtiest snake in
the wortd. Its venom

is four times as toxic
as that of the Taipan
and nine times more

toxic than the Tiger .
snake.The snake can h

kitt 125,000 mice
with one bitef V
The Fierce
snake is

found
near

"Ashy
Downs

which

6cy; t ^
he’d reap__,'
iJAatvjee. foa*5,

o «s o
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Snakes

fastest
'^a'lktriO

‘an move guickly^ r„c o»lu ’
Av/er’tc.a.,- snake can none ti f 'IV

a epeed, but not for Vo ^
\j *

The

0/

OCOV w■lakes are slimy.

- body is quite dey to touch.

tt

h snake's

%s

Snakes hypnotize th.pn.r>

ihey do not hypnoti
have any eyelids it
prey animal

close
prey.

^ -^Ke theyjr^arvng at the
V--

height c>f b-m:>
MisroeM

to

Coopers
Creek and

the Diamantina

River. It is a very
remote and isolated spot,
and the snake

in the earth.

The snake is dark brown witn a

yellow belly, and its bite has
been found to be'cured' by the
Taipan or polyvalent anti-ven-
enes available.

The Fierce snake was first discovered in
1879 by Frederick McCoy, but was forgotten
until recently when a man was bitten by a
strange snake in the "ashy downs" area.
The snake turned out to be Parademansia microtepidota,

the Fierce snake, which is its common name.

the world's

deadliest

snake!

lives in cracks

■/oca'.fj;fi!

*
Snakes mill.

mate will'fit
not die untn i

siindown. and if you kill
„ avenge tHe donk^— ^
Both svomes are not Vz— ■
stop moving after a fataiVVVV^ to
at all. ^^i^l die at any time

come to one^ its

The hoop
hills.

There is no such snake!

^nake holds its tail in its mn-u±h
nnd rolls dn,.^

or

4..
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Re-arrange the letters on this page to-find the

names of animals, birds or reptiles.
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