This month's
Nature Notes has been
declared Eoo awful to
look at, s0 DON'T open
the page and read about
Australia’s unwelcome
inhabitants /
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Ves, I know all these animals and plants aren't neally as ]

dreadful. as we often make them out to be, or some of them
aren't, at Least. Perthaps 'unloved' would be a better wonrd
to descaibe them, instead of nasty, on unwelcomed.

This month we are taking a Look at some of the plants and
animals we've come to disfike hene in Austhalia, fon one
neason or anothern. But.... Like it or not, we've got them,
and by understanding them a Little bit better, perhaps they
mightn't seem SO bad agter all. (Yes, T know Lit's hard to
Like a white pointen shark, but did you know they are the
sea's ganrbage bin, and clean up around the ocean a bit?)

Happy Reading

Mandy Carmichael

Editon.

STOP PRESS! Our newest nasty arrival seems to be
the European wasp, a brightly colored little beast
who is causing havoc in the suburbs of Melbourne.
See what you can find out about this pest.
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William Dampier wrote about them; so did Fransico Pelsart
of the '""Batavia'', and last but not least Matthew Flinders
complained about them....... The Bush Fly, Australia's owni

The bush fly nuisance is usually at its worst on the war-
mer days because the flies stop being active when the air

temperature drops below 12°C This isn't a lot of help th-
ugh because it's really too cold to be comfortable outside.
At very high temperatures above 35°C, the flies seek shade
to get out of the heat.

The bush fly is a member of the order Diptera, which inc-
lude all two winged insects with the hind pair of wings re-
duced to club-like organs.These beat in unison with the fr-
ont pair of wings and are used to sense changes in flight.

The bush fly is typical of this group of insects in that
eggs are laid, maggots hatch and then go through three la-
rval stages before they pupate and emerge as fully grown
flies. The bush fly lays its eggs in fresh, moist dung:
fresh because it has a lot of nutrition still remaining in
it, and moist because the eggs are rot allowed to dry out.

Bushflies can live for as long as three months in a tem-
nerature around 15°C, however when the tenperature rises to
say 30°C, they die in less than three weeks, although they
are the same physiological age when they diel BN

The bushfly has lapping mouth parts which can take up ,J%{ﬁﬁg
food only as a liquid. The flies need water, protein, su-
gars and other foods, most of which is provided in the av-
erage family picnic. We therefore give flies everything
they need to keep living!

Bushflies in the southern part of Australia have a problem

with the winter temperatures. The whole population dies
out over winter, but repopulates with the warmer weather.
Those hot northerly bri the f
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The termites live in colonies similar to
ants and bees. There is 2 queen, who lays ‘
the eggs, soldiers, who guard the nest |
against predators, and workers who gather
the food, and tend to the nest.
The 'royal pair’' as the queen and king te- !
[}
|

rmite are called are suspected of being able

to live for 50 years

The tree termites .cause a large amount of

damage in the eucalypt forests, and are

thought to be introduced, not natural

dwellers as the grass land termites, who

build the tall mounds are.

The termite's main enemy are ants, which

the soldiers have to watch out fox. The

soldiers have big nippers for their jaws,

whilst the workers have smaller, stronger

jaws to gnaw at wood.

Termites are a reknown pest in Australia,

because of the damage they cause to both f
the forests and to timber buildings.

Can you think of any precautions that are i
taken when building a house against termites?
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S SPIDERS)!

Funnel Webs live in jRedbacks only bite a

0’]13/0]2: tyPgS dmost of the Easte if they are squeezed
The SD& €I N states, but only in some way. They
funnel wgarg bI’IOW those that livegfhave tiny, hair like fang

around Sydneyf that cannot bite through

nest can be
deadly \nave peen gardening gloves or

up to 1 : 5
uﬁdeﬂg&ronund, E?Cl?lil(sl known to 4 boots. (Good enoug acﬁg K
at the end of *W cause eason to wear Ery untidy

a Long, web Lined
passage way. The
female fakes extrhd- XS
ondinany care with
hen e.ggéi

d?aths' k) webs. They like

£ dry, quiet places§
- 1ike old sheds, empty
tins, garden rockeries,

and even hollow fence

posts. THEY DON'T LIKE BEING
DISTURBED.AN ANGRY SPIDER ISN'T
A VERY HAPPY SPIDER

MALE

Fumel webs like dark
gullies, and well shaded
areas like under houses.
Use a stick or a broom
to get balls out from

under houses won't youl

- =, je

Funnel webs rear up on
their back legs when
they feel threatened.
They will only strike THE

with their strong /. .. USA
fangs if the 'enemy ?;ZQTSZ THE
doesn't go away b‘wt ; Ozh‘
after it has had ite if tie
its warning feel threat-

--------------

Onty the female redback 45 deadly.
The male 48 40 small, you would l
obably overlook him in the

peones stnaggly web!

back USUALL
has a redish
patch or stripe ;
on its back. Itfhas
long, slender!legs
and a large, {rounded

These are the sortof thing
that a spider reckons are IN

\ 'threatening'. (And I for one \CALLED { _
don't want to argue with a spideryDID RED BACKS

FIND OUT WHAT TO DO IF YOU ARE E TO LIVE ON

BITTEN BY A DANGEROUS SPIDER. RISTAN DA CUNHA, %N
THE ATLANTIC OCEAN!

Male funnel N/ ened. Turn rocks — a .
webs have over very carefully

catieed the in the garden; and BLACK WIDOW,

mast don't poke your fingers |CAN, YOU GUESS :
dearth into gaps or crevices. MWHAT IS ITS

EAphE OTHER CQUSIN .
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if you wish, YBIHIST

Jelly fish, especially those found
around Australia's northern coast ey
can be really dangerous. he Blue=bottle is a (7
N surface swimmer, whic 128
—— \a gas filled float to keep
o \2t on the surface.lIt can
cause_g painfuz/sting.

This jellfish
has killed over 70
people this century. It is

Lo}

o0
especially active in the \%P !
summer months, between theNTQ

) ) £ o

tropics of Capricorn and Cancer, Zhﬁ‘ﬁs’f’

You should never go swimming 5 {2 °
if the local people say it is fozih A
sea wasp season.The sea wasp ) / L S
has been known to grow toe /4 (P
about 20em by 30cm, A 3 ;

T & 5 S The Jimble lives all

weigh up to 2Kg.

JE avoind the coast of Aust-
W pglia. It is about lem
acrog’s with tentacles about
5cm long. The sting can last
for rgonths, and can cause |
scars.
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OTHER JELLYFISH TO
WATCH OUT FOR - o
The Irukandji, the sea
blubber, and Chiropsalmus
quadrigatus who is a cou-
sin of the sea wasp.

To read - ''Venomous Creatures of Australia"
by Dr. Struan K.Sutherland.
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The White Pointer, star of "Jaws" is
renown for its attacking with
ferocity. The teeth of the shark
are constantly being replaced due
LO a unigue process, whereby
rows of 'denticles' along
the skin surface of the shark
(which gives it that
distinct abrasive feel) gradually
move along toward the
mouth area, and eventually form
a tooth in the jaw. A shark can
replace a lost tooth fairly
rapidly with this strange
process.

Sharks have become a feared
adversary of the deepP
but experiments and
monitoring have disproved
many of these myths.
The shark is an
order of cartilaginous L . . :
fishes of which there f o T 3NN ( bk 5 V {gg/}h
are about 250 o w N : ] ?//////% bﬂ"\‘
species living 7 A
in the oceans and fresh i 5
waters of the world.
Of these, only a
few are considered
"killers".

Can yon spot a tiger shark_and. il
hammexy Heag sharﬁ gnﬁtgese draw%niy/¢‘,. 3
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THANKS TO CAROL MEASURES FOR 'SID'!
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POISONOUS PLANTS ! | FRIEND OR FOE

Bidens Pilosa, or "Farmer's Friends" as they are called

T _ : _
i ; : are a pesky weed that is found in Australia's warmer areas.
Ezize~$Z?r2°$§k§ignzs1$§g5uﬁt¥alif1;§}l°2 iﬁe e oo Farmer?s Fiiends originated in tropical America, and found
ﬂEke, ‘ck bl'a']Jus 5 o s 1 e . A®»  its way to Australia by hitch hiking
you sick, or even blind ' o a ride on farmers' socks and clothes.
= < &\'{G’E/" &» [t is so good at hitching a ride that

+ it has spread right throughout the
('} warmer region of the world. The plant
' 2 can grow up to 1.6m high, and can
i have up to 6,000 seeds on it, which
TR can lie dormant for over 5 years!
"™ These little seeds are barbed,
& and stick onto clothing, even-
g tually dropping off and starting
a new plant somewhere else. The plant
can grow all year round in warm
W\ 4 climates, and can produce 3 or 4
¥ generations a year! Apart from being a pest
to farmers' clothes, the plant is a
#7  troublesome weed in over 32 crops in
o 40 countries. It is the main weed in
B TG I nearly every tropical country. It
g ‘ infests tea in Mozambique, macadamias
in Australia and beans in Brazil.
The only people who seem to Jike it
are the Zulus and the Indians, who
eat the boiled leaves mixed with
cornmeal. Everyone else hates
the prickly, itchy little seeds
and the damage it does to crops.
Although the plant is called
"Farmer's Friends" in Australia
it has many different names in
other countries. In Argentina
it is "Seco Amor",in Chile it
is "Cacho Decabra", and in
Angola it is "Olokosso".See if
you can find out what these names
mean, and any more about these
prickly Tittle intruders into our country.

JESE i land
26 thgﬁ 2g?§g%:n%253§geﬂﬁow.of ' What are some other INTRODUCED plant pests?
How did THEY get to Australia? What trouble do

‘:" ol . __the danger of eating the bright !
b - < < < fruit. o - \0 . ; THEY cause? by Greg Carmichael.
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STINGING TREE

The stinging tree is found along
the eastern coast of Australia,

as far south as Bega, N.S.W. and
as far north as the rainforest
stretches. There are several types
of the tree, ranging in height
from one to thirty metres tall.
The tree's leaves are covered with
stiff, hairy spines which have
poison in their tips. The spines
are made out of silica, which is
the main ingredient in glass.

When you brush against the leaves,
the spines break the skin, and the
poison is able to get into YOU!

The spines give an intense sting

The finger cherry grows in the
north of Queenslan%f and is a
distant relative to the eucal-
ypt. Its bright red fruits can
cause blindness if they are
eaten. Animals that ate the
cherry were said to go blind as
well. There is no known cure
for the poison that the cherr- .
ies contain, and earlier this
century, posters were sent to
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KILLER SNAKE

The Fierce snake, or the
small scaled snake as it
18 sometimes called, 1s

‘-h
Rt

the deadliest snake in s e
the world. Its venom S SEARe e

is four times as toxic
as that of the Taipan
and nine times more
toxic than the Tiger
snake. The snake can
kill 125,000 mice

with one bite!
The Fierce
snake 18
found

near

to
Coopers
Creek and
the Diamantina
River. It is a very
remote and isolated spot,

and the snake lives in cracks
in the earth.

The snake is dark brown with a
yellow belly, and its bite has
been found to be'cured' by the
Taipan or polyvalent anti-ven-
enes avatilable.

The Fierce snake was first discovered in

1879 by Frederick McCoy, but was forgotten

until recently when a man was bitten by a

strange snake in the "ashy douwms" area.

The snake turmed out to be Parademansia microlepidota,

or the Fierce snake, which is its common name.

the world’s

deadliest
snake!
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snakes are glinmy

A snake's po = .
body is quite dry to toyel
Y To touch.
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1 Take away the spider & leave its dinner.
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Re-arrange the letters on this page to find the

names of animals,

birds or reptiles.
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HighHess by obs.

Flying Mammal.
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Three  eqy- loyers..
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Ladles and
Jellyspoons....
and extinquished
visitors; | present
to you ROTOR and
MOTOR , the two
Fastest wood borers
in the world!!

RINELCUF

To decide the World Champion,
H’lexj will race through ihis
old tvee stump . The winner
of the Cup is the fvst one
oul- the other side. On yeur-
barks , Go!! |

.._...——-———'_'_-’-'-_\
Arrgh.... my enefgtp IS\
sapped , by gum.
L

That’l teach yoy
not to get mto
sHcky situaHms’

'.\ \ et .I‘l“ If /\ ‘ e
THE FINISH DREmHEN SUDDERIY S L o

[ 8UT NORODY KNEW JUST
INEHAT STOLEXEE @
(because they could see
l nothing — anly the borers
som dust)

AND THE RACE STPRTS, AMIDST Lo'ua
YAwWHS FROM THE SPECTATAORS.....

fjfdpf I’'m Shdmp&d./ I’ve
s hit a knot in the wood/

i

|

1 Serves you right f?n_r\
| .

.| gqoing against
'y gram?
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