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ThJj> month in NatuAo. Notzt we'/i.e having a took
at bi/Ldi that Kety on ouJi wzttancU' ^foK thoJji ejoc6t2,nce..
Tho6e biAcU mu6t havz b^e.n hand hit by tho, dh-ought too,
along mth many othoji km>^iz animate. loti> hope, thuy aZt
4>uJiviv(i mtk tkz skltt6 that natu/ie. pn,ovidd6 thm iA)ith.
Tho. ^danczA' on ouJi ^{Kont cowi m)06 dAawn ion, o6 by oan

netidtnt antUt, Vnoha^ky, who dozi> heAp6 oi dnaiUng^
ion 04. She ti> Watty'& "mothen" and dnam alt oan Watty^
ion 04 04 iA)2tt.
We hope you enjoy thti> month’6 Hatane Hote^,
Happy Reading
Mandy Canmiehaet
Editon.

'flit, tail

and .6leridtn

?'':ot£jo, o(? 40
d the Hali.ve

Ccinpanic:.'. .U Ao4-tAotto'4
ci:.tu tnuQ. cAane. An Aboniginai
legend -tQtas that Bnatgah wat a ijoung^
and pnetty gixt iWw ii'o4 tanned into a bi/id
became t>he o’04 alwaij6 dancing instead oi toenking.
She Lvat 4oppo4ecf to have kept ken otoi heigl
and tove oi danctng, ioliick SnolgoA have been iatwm ion even
4.-CIICC/

Whole itockii oi BnotgaA join in complicated dance move-

menti, iokich one copied by the Aboniginei in thein dancing.
A dance mualty begin6 lectli one bind picking up a single ticcg
and toMing it itto the aln. Then the bt^id6 begin to dip theoi
headt and ilap thein iAXing6. TIua dipping and itapping continue
until the b-ind6 actually fiite a metne on mane into Ae aln, and
itoa.t g^iaceiutly back to the gnound. They one 4ocd to took tike
gnas^tand ballet tnoup i^jlien they neatly get iito the Moing oi

tfUng-6!

Bnotgm one pnotected in Queemtand, ivhene thein gneatmt
nuriibem tive. They one iound neon on gnamy ptaivu, and
even in i<oAe4^ and 6ott tcaten tagoom. They eat gAo44, aoo^4,
in6ect6, inog.6, mottu6<c6 and 6matl neptilei. They one at^o knom
to have taken a tiktng to
gnoiA).

The Bnotga fuL& pate gney ieathe/u>, a tong 6tAaight bitt, dank
tegi>, yettoo) .uvUieA^ and an unu6uat head which X4 covened with

nough onange on ned ^kin. They have a bane top oi tiiein head,
which it gney. They can 6tand up to Ik metnoA high and weigh
up to 6k kg,One pain oi Bnotga^ in captivity lived ion 33 ^eoA4.
John Macanthun, a pioneen oi Amtnjatia’h wool indmtny, had 2
Bnotga& at Camden Tank, H.S.W. which wene 4o iniendty that they
came imide and wene ied by hand!
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The crested grebe carries its

young on its back when they are
bom. The grebe has brown frills
around its head and extra frills
above its eyes. It can swim for
long periods under water. It is
found mainly around the south
eastern parts of Australia.

Cattle egrets are often
seen walking amongst grazing
Rattle, feeding on insects that ^
^ the cattle disturb with their
^ feet. Sometimes they are
^ even seen perched on the

backs of cattle:, feeding
^ insects that live there!

They often nest with other
water birdSy such as ibises^
herons and other egrets.
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The sharp tailed sand piper
migrates from northern
Siberia to Australia every
August. They like the coast
al and inland swamps of
Australia to spend their
winters in^ and eat tiny
crustaceansy molluscs and
insects. . ,

X.
‘eThe royal spoonbill feeds on

fishy crustaceans and insects
living on plants. Its strange
spoon shaped bill is moved
through the water from side
to sidey searching for food.
The prey is grasped by the
tip of the bill and flicked
backwards into the spoonbill's
mouth.
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These are the most common

ibises found in Australiay and
they have been known to breed
in colonies of up to 20y000
birds!! They live in swanp&y
pastures and sea shores around
Australiay and feed on molluscs
water insectsy frogs and snakes
as well as the odd grasshopper.

The jabiru is sometimes
called the black necked

stork. It lives along ^
the northern and eastern

coasts of Australiay as

far south as Sydney. They ^
eat fishy reptilesy frogs
and crabs. The female has '
yellow eyes, whilst the
male has

(P

brown eyes.
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A wetland is a waterlogged area, that is covered by water

usually not more than 30cm in depth. They are places too
wet to use as grazing land or crops, and are found all
over Australia. They can be near sand dunes, or at the
edge of an inland stream or river. Wetlands are important
as they support a wide variety of birds, plants and
animals.

Wetlands are important areas to man as well, because they
help control floods, and erosion, they provide recreation
al , educational and scientific research areas, and they
are the nursery for many smaller fish and crustaceans.
The results of filling in wetlands to make dry ground for
factories or farmers, can take many years to become
apparent,and this interference with nature's drainage
system has very serious effects.

If a bog or a swamp near the start of a river is drained
tlien the river will flow faster,, as It is getting all the
water that would have stayed in tlie wetland. This means that

if there were very hea\y rain, the river’s banics would flood

more easily. Tliis might mean that levee banks would have

be built to stop flooding into farmers' land, and with more

water rushing down the river, this would lead to
which in turn leads to the mouth of the river silting up.

Draining a wetland is not as simple as it looks, is itlhhen

xvetlands are changed, the delicate balance of nature is

disturbed, and plants and birds become rare, that were once

numerous. This has happened at Lake Pedder in Tasmania, and
is in danger of happening at Bool lagoon in South Australia.
The biggest wetland area in Australia is that found in the

south, along the banks of the Murray, Murrumbidgee, Lachlan,
Macquarie, Gwydir, Bogan, Paroo ,Bulloo and Darling rivers.
The water birds need flooding to tell them when, to breed,
and to replenish their lagoons. Too many dams, levee banks

and irrigation systems destroy their place of living,
that they too will eventually be destroyed.

to

more erosion

WATER RAT

ronToise.P/.ATYPUS

so

I



OUCVC. found
CHE.&TSIUT RA\U.. pooNO IN

AROUND AjJSt^?AwaA IN UA\<e.S AvJD
Running^ rather tha+4 Fuc^rtTMAn<aPCNE.&-

Saa;an\ps.
1«> ITS ©esT- DSFBNC£



r

/ j

On his voyage Darv/in saw many strange things. The Beagle
visited Australia on the south and east coasts. Darwin did

not enjoy himself very much in Australia. Still, he had been
on a ship at sea for five years and was no doubt very keen to
get home. In 1837 he wrote the story of his journey, called
'Naturalist's Voyage'.

YOU CARE FOR NOTHING BUT SHOOTING, DOGS AND RAT CATCHING,
AND YOU WILL BE A DISGRACE TO YOUR FAMILY AND YOURSELF!

Has your father ever said this about you or something like
it? Well, cheer up, it was also said about -a boy born in 1809
called Charles Darwin, Later he was to become one of the most
famous scientists in the world.

As a boy he did not do very well at school, although this

not^Charles' fault as much as the school's. His teachers
wanted him to study Latin and Greek, but Charles wanted to

study birds and collect insects. However, he kept workino
hard enough to go onto university where he
first studied to be a doctor. He did not care much for that

and began to study science,

THEN CAME HIS BIG CHANCE!

The British Government decided to make a survey of South
America, The ship and captain and crew were chosen. The

captain wanted a naturalist aboard, and Charles was chosen.

So in 1831 Charles Darwin set sail on his famous voyage with
'The Beagle'.
Darwin had some hard times on the ship. He was often sick,

and he never really recovered from an illness he caught
his travels. For the rest of his life he was a sick man, but
he had such a marvellous spirit that everyone who knew him
loved him.
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To give you some idea of how patiently he worked, here is one
story. He wanted to see if earthworms could turn a stony padd
ock into a good one. So he picked out a small paddock and spr
ead stones over the surface. Twenty-nine years later he dug up
the ground and found the stones buried 18cm below the grass.
All that time the earthv/orms had been ploughing the field and
gradually burying the stones. Darwin waited twenty-nine years

for the end of the experiment.
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This was only a small part of his work. He was interested in
how the world came to have all kinds of different plants and
animals, as we know them today. Eventually he wrote his famous
book called'The Origin of Species'. The story is too long to
tell here but some day you will study it in your science less
ons .

Remember, every boy or girl interested in science can do the
same as Darwin - a notebook, close study and patience, that is

all you need!
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^ By S. Bardfast.
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IfiMsijounfed:
fleece (spun or unspun)● 1. WOOL from a

2. SOAP .

3. PLAHT MATERIAL (be kind to the plants)
Collect leaves, stems, bark, seed pods.

B Gum Trees, Native Mint Buahe^yy.
Malaleucas, Onioii Skins /^L-

e.g

4- LYE POT Use a Stainless Steel,

^ Glass or Enamel
Ij Saucepane

Prepare the wool by soaking it in cold water ovemi^t. Rinse
well and wash with hot water and soap. Rinse thoroughly with
warm water.

Place the wool in saucepan’ with water and plant material (Use
2 to 4 times more plant to wool).

Bring yo'or brew to the boil, then allow to simmer stirring
occasionally. Experiment with length of time. Some plants
produce dye instantly while others may take up to an hour or longe

Make a record of yoiir coloured wools,

to a card and label with Name of Plant and time

taken for dyeing^

Tie the®
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f Can you unjumble the names of these S
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Australian Water Birds? They have
already been talked about in Nature
Notes, so see how well you've read!
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1. bus I

2.niblolopsIt
e

I
3. rubaji e

cpp]I 4. CJ c

5. breeg
6. dans ppeir
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● Sometimes one may wonder why a bird

H ■ doesn Y fall off a branch while sitting
9 sleeping. The reason is, that in the legs of

the bird are some muscles which auto

matically make the bird's claws grasp

tightly on to the branch, when influenced

by the weight of the bird.
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Who \A/as fhat \ ^
that spoke?

This vs hot a pHirg place
to make a silly joke /

~Iypica< Melbourne
weaker'i It's

i^ained so much

Pve been flooded
(T,

of holeout my

]t!s me/Terri Tadpole.
Why are you grumbling
about the weatloer? ^

/Heyl Tom woJtr'
wkere uou

...iust Ulce theie 4-

I B

cLue^:

I. Li ke orocMdlles (

Z.Simikir to U^an^.
S.WhccMferri will beoome(pl'
if.Little Aussie nippersl
S.Tbey woXJcsideways.
6. Like fVt.gs but warty.
7. 'freak.' Austmlw^o marsupia!.
S. Underwoiher birds of

■rt>e Southerr) Hemisphere.

9. Fur, piipperjj whiskers.
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G ■nTVo pind out
wh<jt "fl.A.'’ Stan

far— firw'sh this
pU55l5L!

^ Whai- dow tWs word ftaUy metui?
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