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ED'S PAGE

Hi There!

This month at
because we're
began in 1964

we're celebrating,
old! Our magazine
as a part of the Gould League
of Victoria's publication, and has grown to
be a magazine in its own right. A 10? of hard
work by teachers has built the magazine, some
of whom I will name here (Yes I know it's
boring, but they really did do HEAPS of work
for Nature Notes.) Mr. Pruden, Mr. Delacca,
Mr. Rodgers, Mr. White, Mr. CEQEei‘MIM Lﬁg%i’
Mr. Lawry, Mr. Dwyer, Mr. Archibalad, Mr bull,
Mr; Hallyand MrsWBrydon .(oops... aind Nrs. Glesonl)

This month we have a competition, which we
hope you all will enter - it's easy- all you
have to do is color the picture of Wally in the
centre pages in, and send it to-

3 NATURE NOTES
PHGSMBOX 28
RINGWOOD EAST 3135

Wally of course will be the judge, and remember,

you've got to be in it to win itl Good Luck!

Nature Notes
twenty vears

WALLY, COME BACK HERE )oo- g
AND FINISH PRINTING OR 5" i

WE'LL NEVER GET NATURE NOTES
ouT ON TIME.

Happy Reading
Mandy Carmichael,
Editor.

I DON'T Look ANY OLDER
THE DAY 1 WAS BORN,

. |

L YOU'RE NOT MUCH SMARTER
EITHER, WALLY
TEE ..HEE /

2 all over

Here's a few pages from
Nature Notes of the past.
Wow! There's Wally!

zmall, round, t

it, Look-ou

to it - ev

rrushing past you is enough

cloge

" that skin

soft bodies, not

» a nesg of our

jaws and teeth can do!

ention what the
It's Not Just Seaweed....

There's semething fishy
about this ice-cream!

o doubt cn your vigits to the beach
you will have come across large
areas of common old seaweed. What

you may not realise 1s that in

0

ertain places, seaweed is used
‘or cattle foocd, as a fertilizer

and even as a food for some of the

peoplea of Asia. Who's next for

a plateful of nice fresh seaweed?

0 Ny

o,

iodine, while a by-product is use furgpg

or b

in foods such as ice-cream, cheef ,‘,a_r(bé Lay,
o

Wity ac Lty

Some seaweeds are used in making

jams, psper, irk and cosmetics.
This product is called algin, & :
next time you tuck into that oty , Mo

beautiful "Dairy Queen", you @ the ; <08 the

bol‘f
be able to hear the wa- ‘ap :{?’fg rbiui':'frm
on a distant shor- A 8 Hap aa:l

n species of wombat and two rai.

land).

*ery similar, these being the Common

1d the Tasmanion Wombat. The third
ry-Nosed Wombat. He too is found
fers a different type of necigh-
ymmon wombat .

1 a metre in length and can

ey are found in rough mount-

anged from northern N.5.W.

n burrows which can extend
wombat is a very tough,

“v in the cold highlands in

Summer.

v has few (if any) natural
and his compulsive de-
reason and the wombat's

%® £ fences that had the
o vs vermin. Jee if %fu
354 Wioh have hecn lo-
3.
aad a little hit of his

erpnent declared Womhats a

this only applied to wombats

¢ Melbourne-Albury railway

includi Ringwoold Tast
Tassed as vermin and cap he remeved
emes i1 they dare thought to bhogpests.
ANIAN  HOMBAT.

<" the name implics, this wombat s found in Tasmania.

t is also found on Some of the islands around Tasmunina

including Flinders Island. Phey were once widespread hut
now they are rarc on these f Tasmanion Wombat
is only about half the ind wombat. Also
the Tasmanian Wombat has wiT and 0 finer
coat . 3
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A New 200

The Western Plains Zoo, at Dubbo in New South Wales is a place
where animals can be observed in an area that is very close to
their natural environment. They are not 'caged', rather they
are separated from you, so you don't do them any harm, and
vice-versal

Dubbo is in central west New South Wales, and is set on a
plain. There are the Warrumbungle mountain ranges nearby. = -}
The zoo was begun in 1973 on a 275 hectare site just out of
the town. It is built on a grassy, undulating plain. The first |
thing that was built at the zoo was a dog, cat and fox proof
fence. Can you guess why? Eventually the zoo opened in 1977,
with animals from all over the world living there. Only four
of the five continents are represented at the zoo. Can you
guess which four? The zoo had some animals %pecially brought
in from Bngland, such as white rhinoceros , cheetahs and
four African elephants. The elephants travelled on a ship,
standing on the deck for the length of the trip.

THE FeUR ELEPHANTS, oN THEIR ARRIVAL AT THE =0O.

® lHere are some of the Aust-
ralian animals at thg.zoo.
Can you match them with
their names?
Magpie goose
Black Swan
Emu
Red Kangaroo
Eastern Grey Kangaroo
(This kangaroo has a joey
in_its pouch) o)




you say, it's just another zoo, but it's not, is it?
Can ‘you see the fences? Where are all the bars? The Western

Plains Zoo has tried to give the animals as wuch freedom as pOSS-

ible. These animals nearly all 1ive on grassy plains in the
wild, and often will not breed unless they can roam around,

and mingle with animals of their own kind. They often have imp-
ortant social groups which they need to belong to,to survive.

TRE. HhePo
FAMILY,

RESTING .
(AS USUAL)

The animals are kept away from the people by the use of moats,
and by hidden fences. At night, some of them have enclosures
they live in for shelter. The giraffes, elephants and tigers
have enclosures. Can you think why they might need them?
There are special places at the zoo for sick, injured and
orphaned animals, where they receive proper care.

Some of the animals are tricky to look after, like the eleph-
ants. Once, they got into a barn, and ate all the carrots and
bread that was stored in there, as well as the keeper's eye
glasses and shirt, AND a tractor seat that was in the barn
The keeper said they didn't feel too well for a couple of
days after their little adventure!

The zoo is set out in such a way that you can walk, bicycle or
drive around it. Looking at the map opposite, can you tell
what the animals drawn on the map are? How are they grouped?
Why?

THE WESTERN  PLAINS

SOMETHING TO THINK ABOUT.

Hdve you ever wondered why we need z00s? Are they a good thing?
|Discuss this question with your class mates, and see what they
[ think. Have you ever wondered what happens when animals are put
into a zoo? They can hardly ever be let out imto the wild again,

| because they may have picked up a strange didease in the zoo, and

could transmit the germs to hundreds of other animals, wiping out
whole species. What are some of the
can get, and can spread around?

i‘!lllllllllllllllllllll NENARERR
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"killer' diseases that animals
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ftey watey ! Wrars s
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Make with the loof

fiim Noce mantis 1)
‘w.':)‘:t\:ﬂv' IS I?IJ;’L sy e
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/- but it fukes quite a lot of research to work out the menu.
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Good griefmew leaves could get so comphicatec |
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Puff-N-Roar <5 my name.1 work

with people driving windmillds,

blowing their yachts and even
drying clothes. 1 can also
pick up griends on the way,
especially soLl. 1 can take
804l fon a nide hundheds of
When ghasses
and thees coven the Land, 1
Little effect on the s04ilL.
But when 4t 48 exposed, T
blow the Light, fine s04iL
particles gist, then the
eavien particles. Nearnly
all fertility in 50485 LA
gound in the Light particles,
0 when wind erosion occurs,
1 Leave the fLand fess prod-

ctive, and the farmen

Rilometnes away.

I'm GlLgul Wafji
for shont. T fall down grom
the sky, a teanible drop,

but the ptants catch and cush-
Lon my fall. They heip me
gently scak «ntv the soil. T
therne ate no plants and thees,
I am dashed to the ghound
ash! (hen

we chash onto unprotected

with a terrible spl

Qﬁe@t and RiLE Erosiondr

These ocewr where the prot-

ective vegetation has been
nemoved. This may be from
overghazing orh unwise cleat-
ing. Sheet enosion occuns
when waten 44 able to fLow
over bare areas of sLoping
ground. A whole Layer of

rich topsoil 46 Lost!

RELL erosion ocewrs as water
4Lows downhill and gathers
into shallow depressions.
Mindature sineamlets goxm  y
gullies called rnills. This
gorm of erosdlonts mosthy

seen on cultivated Land where
the ploughs have been dragged

wo and down the sLoped, Lin-

' ""l*'-' ‘3“ =

. Adead of acnoss them

//////”

(rUNNEL EROSTON:p»
Oceuns 4n areas where topsoil
5 thin and forms a hard
cwst. When the subsoll
beneath it becomes wet it
dissolves away. Water may
enten the subsoil through
rabbit buviows, stump holes

on ofd thee cavities. The
water wears away the walls

”f

‘ 04 the passages until Long

undenground tunnels are
formed. Then the thin Layer

! 0f topsodl caves in and a
i )

gully can be seen.

A
Long opg
W

) <
Clearing of the hills and *

valleys together with ghazin
by hard hooved animals,
increases the amount and
speed of surface runofd and
ac The hoots of thees
and ghasses no Longer bind
the s04f. Gublies develop
when waten stneams onto
unprotected Land. Gullies
cut into hillsides with

seepage.

2 centimetnes of topsold.
Man can destroy that
amount of s04iL Ln weeks!
Soil 45 basic to man's
extstence. Without soil
there can be no vegetation,
no animals and consequently
no people.

WHAT CAN WE DO TO CONSERVE .
SOTL?

[Br ownme DAQLEﬂ .




ON YOUR
DOORSTEP !

DANGEF

BARRRG,, F!

cé; ALSTRALIAN PLANT-LIFE.
! A Ry SE.'T‘_('I..E.RS SOON DISCOVERED
"‘*’"'u.lu %r o ET = THE HORRIFIC NATURE. OF THESE
PLANTS, WHEN THEIR LWESTOCK
STARTED OYInNG AFTER EATING
CZR‘I?MN PI.AHT’S'

------

BORIGINES HAD DlSCOVERED

o By TRAL AND ERROR, \WHICH
PLANTS WERE HARMFUL. 'SomE
OF -THESE PoI1SONOUS PLANTS WERE
@ PUT T GooD USE N THEIR ?"H
HuNTING. SoME TOXC SUBSTANCES T
WERE. USED FOR RILLUNG FISH In
W SMAL. WATERWOKES, OTHER USES
FOR THE Poisonous PLANTS WER HA

: = As muanas BuT THis OnNkyY
[ 8 M- ‘ﬂ Movrmwmuqmmqu b

‘-N‘

N

Vis

PoD BEARING PLANTS SUCH AS THE
ACACIAS ARE AMONG THE WrOwN §
Pojcomous PLANT VARIETY, MOST oF |
THE “To¥Xlc PLARNTS Amv:q THE
g FAMILY HA
AN O et Do e
DETECTED.

EAS)

e COMMON POTATO CAn Aroe BE A
DASGER (1E-THe CREEN TN (o ENTRAR)

Po\sonNoUS MusHRooMS CAN BE FATA

zs

EMERGS
uum
POsong
—tea

FiRe
e

Povuce

BY CARoL MEASURES] s~

A HOME GARDEN CAN CONTAIN
UP TO |18 Knownl Toxic PLANTS
SOME  PLANTE HAVE Polsonous
BERRIES) OTHERS , BARK OR LEAVES,
SomME  ComTAain TDO\stNouS H
IRRITANTS WHICR AFFECT THE
TKIN OF HUMANS,. CAN YoU FIND
THE POISONOLS PLANTS N ThHE
. PCTURE? THEAR NAMES ARE* — —

DAFFODIL . AZALEA. RHUBARS

1 ANGELS “TRUMPET AmD

PasonN Y, { @

AT RAERET e g

e v
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FIND THESE WORDS-

BET LETTUCE  —TuRNIP

CABBASE. MELON  ToMAD .
CARROT ONIOMN

CELERY PEA

CORMN PEPPER
CIOCUOMBER, POTAT O
ECCPLANT SPUASH

You can go sideways, back-
ﬁvcrds diagonally or forwards!

A CRSE"

FOR
P SUPER WALLY!

OUR CENTREFOLD HERO...

(Good griet! W

1 strangled and suffocate!

I must Free hew —this
is a case for Supermmbai'

...A&'-‘,,OI"WQSI"MMWW

T

‘Wally kzkesdr‘ushc <
dction to ‘free’

are saome Commoﬂ
casemotis 2
whte g sitky. Cften

vLl’.md cn
tswan” plants.

'." Brown. .,
W ,; Feund om
by - aqum
} “trees
-\\,
wanderes”
Bultesfly
Cocoon.

Just so you don't rnake the o
Same mistale as Wallﬂ,here s

Gum Emperor”

Our hero Wa"tjwombdf was S w
walkm down the path one L : :
da{aw whesmwashwia]e (_', - |

W
TN ‘ | %{
N beautful Miss Ceallka a
AN Ca*rexpnh'arwo\s becoming
tangled in a Mass c:fshd(ﬂweb

@ -

Sitly blindfold - 5:5@ it

See athing.
P N

.. to F1l’\d that Cedilia’s
prl:;cm is Cm:flEleA‘e

J ,, Newer feow”
¥ Cecilia deav; 157
« ; the might
~ \ Supe,rm
. Iﬂexe"

Pﬁvspend n93 bours m the
nearest telephone booth changing "_‘wo
nd sure emoug‘n some.
manths later, wally

.| noticed a beauhiful Mot !
"“1 emerge F{m’ﬂ Cecilia’s \
} cocoon .- R,

- w.:u-.';; ama ina s ﬁ /
(w;ﬂ make Elr) A %
daes f N ) 4
_ i ek be Walhj Shc need) \ e \“&(\1‘!0:139{')

her beauby slee
Ionk a blr grugbg tome

into ks costume Wally emerges....

' /ff gou donit mind, )
you stupid Wombq{—
I’m changing ’ Eon

Like a bundle ¢
aHeks cav |P_o{¥ g

Case Moth.

These last two @ase metS have Lo
hemes G5 they casm mave a cund. .







