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This month at Nature Notes we re celebrating,
because we're twenty years old! Our magazine
began in 1964 as a part of the Gould ueague
of Victoria's publication, and has grown to
be a magazine in its own right. A lot of hard
work by teachers has built the magazine,
of whom I will name here (Yes I know it’s
boring, but they really did do HEAPS of work
for Nature Notes.) Mr. Pruden, Mr. Delacca,
Mr. Rodgers, Mr. White, Mr. Coote, Mr. Legge,
Mr. Lawry, Mr. Dwyer, Mr. Archibald, Mr Bull,
Mr. Hall and Mrs. Brydon.(oDpS... airxd G(V>3o.^n
This month we have a competition, which we

hope you all will enter - it's easy- all you
have to do is color the picture of Wally in the
centre uages in, and send it to-

. ' NATURE NOTES
P.O. BOX 28

RINGWOOD EAST 3135

Wally of course will be the judge, and remember,
you've got to be in it to win it! Good Luck!
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The Western Plains Zoo, at Dubbo in New South Wales is a place
where animals can be observed in an area that is very close to
their natural environment. They are not 'caged', rather they
are separated from you, so you don't do them any harm, and
vice-versal

I
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Dubbo is in central west New South Wal es, and is set on a ●

plain. There are the Warrumbungle mountain ranges nearby.
The 200 was begun in 1973 on a 275 hectare site just out of

the town. It is built on a grassy, undulating plain. The first
thing that was built at the zoo was a dog, cat and fox proof
fence. Can you guess why? Eventually the zoo opened in 1977,
with animals from all over the world living there. Only four
of the five continents are represented at the zoo. Can you
guess which four? The zoo had some animals 'Specially brought
in from ingland, such as white rhinoceros , cheetahs and

four African elephants. The elephants travelled on a ship,
standing on the deck for the length of the trip.
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* Here are some of the Aust
ralian animals at the zoo.
Can you match them with
their names?

Magpie goose
Black Swan

r

Emu

Red Kangaroo
Eastern Grey Kangaroo
(This kangaroo has a joey

i_in its pouch) 0

■7^fK
f

●jl I3'.
● 5i%

'i

y,

i

r MCf-H-J.. .;

.

*»

.k.
Vf

I



I
I

THE UJESTERO mm »0
O.K. say, it’s just another zoo, but it's not, is it?
Can you see the fences? Where are all the bars? The Western

Plains Zoo has tried to give the animals as much freedom as poss
ible.These animals nearly all live on grassy plains in the
wild, and often will not breed unless they can roam around,
and mingle with animals of their own kind. They often have imp
ortant social groups which they need to belong to,to

SOMETHING TO THINK ABOUT.

//

Have you ever wondered why we need zoos? Are they a good thing?
Discuss this question with your class mates, and see what they
think. Have you ever wondered what happens when animals are put
into a zoo? They can hardly ever be let ouT~1rrto the wild again,

'because they may have picked up a strange disease in the zoo, and
[could transmit the germs to hundreds of other animals, wiping out
whole species. What are some of the 'killer' diseases that animals

; can get, and can spread around?

survive.

H'ffo

R£STtNd<c7.

(A-S. usual!)

zoo MAP

The animals are kept away from the people by the use of moats,
and by hidden fences. At night, some of them have enclosures
they live in for shelter. The giraffes, elephants and tigers
have enclosures. Can you think why they might need them?
There are special places at the zoo for sick, injured and

orphaned animals, where they receive proper care.
Some of the animals are tricky to look after, like the eleph
ants. Once, they got into a barn, and ate all the carrots and

bread that was stored in there, as well as the keeper's eye
glasses and shirt, AND a tractor seat that was in the barn

The keeper said they didn't feel too well for a couple of
days after their little adventure!

The zoo is set out in such a way that you can walk, bicycle or
drive around it. Looking at the map opposite, can you tell

what the animals drawn on the map are? How are they grouped?
Why?

Q-'ofc."-.'
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From MARK BAKER

PEKING, 10 July. — Many of China’s fragile
population of giant pandas are facing starva
tion because large areas of their bamboo
forests are dying off.

About 90 per cent of arrow bamboo in the
Wolong Reserve In south-west China, the largest
remaining habitat of the panda, have nowered

; since May.
i This will lead to an Immediate die-off of the
) trees, ●which will then take three or four years to
' regeflfifSlff- j . * „ . .w

At least I3g pandflg (llid Of Starvation in the
mid-1970s when dle-oti occurred In tor€SlS Of

. umbrella bamboo at Mlnsltaa* another main
, habitat In SIchuan province.

It is now estimated that thero arfl fewer than
1000 pandas surviving in the wild — almost all Of
them in Sichuan.
The Chinese Govcmnient and the World wild

life Fund have begun an emergency survey of the
rugged and isolated panda habitats to determine
the extent of the danger. The survey will
determine what rescue operations or other
measures are necessary.

Massive flowering of the arrow bamboo, a main
food source for the panda, has been reported in
both the Wolong Reserve, site of the Chinese-WWF
panda research project, and the Baoxlng County
Reserve in western Sichuan.
The head pf the Wolong project Professor Hu

Jlnchu, said; ' The arrow bamboo exploded Into
blOKom this spring. We .bavp observed flowering
in small patches during the past '‘'w years, but
nothing as alarming as this."
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The worm, which can
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0 metres, is; loimcl in oiily a

V) small triangle in Gipps-
liiiiU ij',1 ttired i)v Loch.
KoriliiilyilMa aiul Wiii...
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land, said the giant worm

A 2 one of bOO inverte-wa.s

LI
hralcs (.spiiicle.ss unimals>
in danger.
The tlicunion said

.species were falling vic
tims to human ci\ilisa-

a..

0 tion.O ■75 The giant3^ earthworm
moves through the
quite fast, making a
“gurgling sucking" sound
as it burrows, according
to the union.

soil

2 -the^ Vv 5 It said the v;orm secret¬
ed a milky fluid which wa.s
regarded by sonic to be«e

good for treating rheuma¬
tism.

Monash University geo¬
grapher, Dr Jim Peterson,
who has been studying
the worm with National

333 3
Museum zoology curator,
Dr Brian Smith, agreed
yesterday that there was
need for concern about

the worm’.s future.
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Occuat in aaeat wheae topsoil
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const. 10hen the subsoil

' beneath it becomes wet it

dissolves away. WateA may

enteA the subsoil tkaough

Aabbit buAAows, stump holes

oA old taee cavities. The

wateA weaat away the walls

ol the passages until long

undeAgAound tunnels oAe

foamed. Then the thin layeA

0^ topsoil caves in and a

long op& gully can be seen.

Ioil we move it away!Move
HundAedt oi yeaot oAe need

ed ioA the cAeAtion otS Just

2 centimetAes oi topsoil.

Uan can destAoy that

amount o^ soil in weeks!

Soil it basic to man's

existence. Without soil

theAe can be no vegetation,

no animals and consequently

no people.

WHAT CAN WE VO TO COWSERl/E .

SOIL?
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ground. A whole layer ojj

rich topsoil it lost!
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