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Hi there!

This month at Nature Notes, we're looking
_at (Yes, you've guessed it) 'Fow Animals
Communicate'. It's really interesting to
find out how each different animal has a
different way of 'talking' to their mates
{(or enemies!) We've only written about a
few ways animals communicate here, how
many OTHER ways can you find out about?

Happy Reading
Mandy Carmichael

Editor.

Contents

Page No Article.

LA, o f ol Gannets

SIS Animal Talk- Squeak, smell and
Signal.

S, AT SRR, s A Lt's a Dog's Life

it & e el 9 Busy Bees- how bees communicate.

) e S i AR ST Whispers in the Waves.

Tt O L W D Raving Reptiles.

LB oo B gl 5 Paul's Page Grunts and

Lol o .. ., Communication Cwiz. ™= greans

55 @ Mt v i, e, Bits and Pieces. indged/

Woembats are
civilized ... ..
WwWe dse

telephones

.:_‘ - = {,‘
0L o picate {5 [
L tal 1L CH mean 'n
ng te have a quick and
ne way 4n which this bind commundcates wiith

actionsd ratheh than words!

The Gannet {4 a fainly common bird, found
aroguna a major pant of the Austrnalian ccoast £ine.
There are nine species on types of Gannet.

When a white Gannet decides on a mate, he wi
ofgern hen a stone, and place Lt at het Eicet.
the female picks it up, it means he has been
accepted. Pretiy neat eh, consdidening Gannets
wsually mate fon Lifel
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When a Gannet is about to take off somewhere, he
tells his parntnen by stamping his feet, and @auing
his outstretched head around. Then he faces ithe
Least crowded dirnection, fLaps his wings and

glies off, 4in search of food oh whatever.
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..Are you trying
Lo tell me
50methin3?

Some types of Gannets offen thein partnen some
twigs, that could be used to make a nest. This is
meant o mean 'I'm very thustwonrthy'.

You didn't have
to do Ehis ___

Itrusty@u!

What are some othern 'displays' on 'rituals'
animals use? Why do binds seem Lo use displays
a Lot? What are other ways in which birds

communicate?
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There are three ways of communicating used
by many onlmals and insects. They are Gcoustlc

Female moths have a specicl /4
smell when they are flying _?;t
around, so the male moth efﬁﬁy
knows it is a female. The ’ﬁ /
moths do not have a very ((
good sense of sight, hut §'
have an excellent sense of s—
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ruder comes in, TO warn
the other ants. They
have a different smell
to tell their fellow
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they are out finding food. All the ants stick
to the trail, so as they don’t get lost.Some
types of birds rub ants into their feathers,
because they find the smell protects them from
lice and other pests.

others thefe is dancer or tro
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up and down if they sense @§§?a:?75§55;‘}f éﬁ?ﬁiﬁ“
danger. Goannas will stand fW/ S i @,

on their hind legs with thelnﬁﬁéff;*?ﬁ 1

tails lifted, to indicate ;
that another lizard or goanna
Is intruding on their ‘land’.
Birds will flash different |
parts of their wings to tell “"
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The Pheosant Coucal (an -
Jrhustralian bird) makes
)d1fferent noises to comm-
\unlcote with its flock

Yor young, It makes @
(

'nch-o00’ noise if it is
iilrriohtened, and a ‘glob-
'.T¢J§ 1 qlol:’ noise when it is

Ni&l
w<&Ppreeding season. As you

RS Ve S
can ? 1 1f you say" the noises out loud, they are

very different. The young chicks know instinctive-
ly to hideif they hear the ’'nah-00’ noise,

Some animals and insects use only one of these ways
of communicating, while others use q combination
of these ways. Do you know any animals that use

these ways? What ways do humans use to communicate?
Are they different to animals? How? LL
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LEADER (Tng

B\GGEG 4 STENSEST)  DACK Your pet dog was once a‘\
9, wild creature who roamed the

countryside in a pack, search-

ing for food. He looked after

the sick or injured members

of the pack, and protected

them from intruders.
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Today, dogs have been As a wild dog, your pet
DOMESTICATED, and live mainly || Fido would have had a
with humans. They still use leader to follow, and

many of the skills that they would have been expected
learnt as wild dogs, centuries| to behave in ecertain ways.
Now Fido's a pet, you're
his leader, and he

behaves in ways you expect
him to, as well as ways
that he has INHERITED

from his wild dog ancestors.

’ Tail wagging, licking, pawing and rolling are all

if your dog is 'serious' or not. e NS L
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INHERITED traits. These are ways of communicating that
wild dogs used, and your Fido still uses today, to talk
to you. Do you know what these actions mean? How about if
your dog growls or barks; as an owner, you can often tell
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n packs, dogs used to get really stirred up before thcy——\
went on a hunt. They ran around and around in circles,
yapping and bowing to each other and their leader. The
leader would start this flurry of excitement off, to
psyche the pack up. Your Fido does the same actions when
you get ready to take him out, or go for a walk. It's the
closest he gets to 'hunting' in the suburbs (I hope).

When you're next out taking Fido for a walk, watch what he
does. Do any of his actions seem to be automatic?
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There are other ways your dog communicates with
you. What are they?

Have you ever seen your dog with his CANINE friends?
Does he behave differently than when he's with you?

* Find out what all the tricky words in CAPITALS mean.




¥ ded to make honey) can be founa™
The type of dance done by the bee
teils you how far away and where the
pollen is. The sound that the bee
makes when it is doing the dance
fells the other bees the type of
pollen it is. The bee's dance also
tells the color, perfume and shape
of the plant with the pollen, but
scientists and naturalists haven'+
worked out which part of the dance
tells the other bees this

bee does the dance.

Bees are clever anc

This dance is called the 'round
(because the bee goes around
|T means there i
good store of pollen nearby.
dance takes 14
100m away .
2 seconds,

For distance
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shows the direction of the food a
Long way away. The bee waggles its
body up or down the centre line o
show the exact distance away.

and around).

the pollen
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The direction of +he pollen is told
in the dance by the place where the

|+ depends on
the position of the sun and +h9 h:/p

Bees have many different types
humans have diff
ent types of
-~ peonle have been abls to
sbserving be
-the dances mean, but there zre
/ things that bze
- dances

ghere the pollen ?” bv this me+hoj
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'waggle dance'. This dance
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/- Research in Hawaii shows that the dolphin sends ®_
) ,é’ ouz gapid burnszts of "white nodise’ on scunds ¢4 D
" mixed frequencies. The echo produced bi these .
DCAN DOLPHINS TALK? e ot et ol ;o£p;{n y thes E%
) =y information about the texifukie 0f the shdin :
Well, they don't exacitly wh;zpen ‘“bfhe 0f the object, helping it decide whether D
Jwaves, guz zhiy dz Ea;eygaﬁ: iggogzma to chase the §.ish. b, ®
ulary of sounds. e ’
Istantling suggestions that these Dolphins and toothed whafes afso ;)
Jwarm-blLooded marine mammals, catlled use Lhedin echo-Location powens zo S,
JCETACEANS, might be capable of avoid crashing into Shonelines, Q
)Lm&ﬁai&ng human speech. It was reefs and underwater obstacles. O
Dihouggé that th%y Wighfégitasge Ciﬂﬂéaioné would be fatal! ®
to ta to people 4n a The bottle-nosed dolphi
JDonald puchpzanguage, in which natigatebeaﬁ high ngeé? O
wohrds anre gabbﬂed’&n”a nigh " at night as well as ®_
)pizch. They talk in ﬁh&qtﬂeﬁ day, by sending ®
with a few "grunts", "clichs out a stream of ® )
Jand "cracks”. cficking sounds, O
at the nrate
One o4 the most of up o 400 0

jnema&kabEe achievements
of the dolphins and
)aﬂﬂ the toothed

pen second. DO THEY TALK TOO)

TO ONE ANOTHER ? ()
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ddevelopment o4 s & pitehed sounds, O
Ythe ECHO- # sPwhich travel ahead ®
LOCATION SYSTEM. Hthrough the water. D
)Thié @A pon 7 Shouﬂdlthe sound waves O
thacking sthike §4ish, echoes anre vardiety of whistles.
Jbast moving Jreglected to the dolphin. These sounds are now beingg
Yschooks of JThe dobphin &5 able Zo dtudied by scientists, in
)6&5h- Jrtell not onty the direction expendiments aimed at O
iPand distance of the §ish, but establishing some form of o
) also the kind of fish! commundiecation with these
) : friendly, intellfigent animaﬂ%;
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) dolphin called "Opo'", and also the o
% famous dolphin "Pelorous Jack'. 8
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Some Tlizards and snakes will hiss when approached.
This is caused by air being pushed'out of the lungs,
and is not really a voice. So, do reptiles talk to
each other? The only reptiles that have voices are
the geckos, legless Tizards and crocodiles. Australian
geckos are not as noisy as many foreign species. The
Barking Gecko of eastern Australia is one of the
finest examples of the use of vocal noises. When con-
fronted by an enemy, these lizards raise their inflated
bodies high off the ground on long spindly legs and
sway slowly backwards. and forwards.

Without warning they Tunge forward, emitting a Toud
wheezing bark - enough to frighten off most animals
that eat them.

The Bluetongue lizards will also inflate themselves with

air to make them appear larger to an enemy and open
their mouths to display the bright blue tongue to an
enemy. This is a warning display, where the lizard

gets its message across, but doesn't use a voice.

P,

IREPTILES

But how do reptiles communicate with each other when most

of them don't have voices? They use combinations of move-
ments, colors and patterns so they know what another reptiie
is doing. Dragon lizards have complicated movements such as
head waving and bobbing and arm waving to get their message
across. They can also change their color according to their
mood. A Bearded dragon that is angry or upset can change from
light yellow to dark brown. This indicates its mood to other

Bearded dragons.

Some lizards such as skinks and dragons will have very bright
colors at breeding time, usually in the spring. Oniy the males
take on breeding colors. This is another form of communication

used by the reptiles.

P . v
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, These are the little fellas
\\ Paul draws about. (Cute, eh!)
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We'd like to introduce
you to Paul Bridgeman,
a budding young artist
from out in the wilds
of Warrandyte, who is
going to draw for us on
a regular basis

We hope YOU enjoy Paul's
cartoons as much as we
-do. Here's one to start
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What's all this
then, Ed?
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Corzgmtulatiorzs
to all these winners of our
coloring competition.

Your prizes will be arriving
soon /

¥ Angela Tan
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kKate Bartlett
Melinda Dunston
Kelli-Annre Carey
Melena ¢+ Chris Fa3lo
Emily Bull
Troy Jones
Kara Botton
Tim Watson

AN

//

_WANNA KNOW
A SECRET P




