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This month at Nature Notes, we’re looking
at (Yes,
Communicate'.

find out how each different animal has a

different way of 'talking' to their mates
(or enemies!) We've only written about a
few ways animals communicate here, how

find out about?
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you've guessed it) 'Row Animals
It's really interesting to ●‘iCa ccmmcw; 6 c id,
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many OTHER ways can you

Happy Reading
Handy Carmichael
Editor.
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Concents W/ieii a Gannet li, about to take o^{^{ iomeaikeae,

telli kli, pa/itnea by stamping hli, ieet, and ivaolng
kli outi>-taetcked head aaoand. Then he ^acei tke
leait cYomded direction, ^lapi, kli, i/Jlngi, and
^llei, o^i{, In ieafiek o ,{ood on ixkateven.
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Article.

.Gannets
’Animal Talk- Squeak, smell and
Signal.

...It's a Dog’s Life
.Busy Bees- how bees communicate.

...Whispers in the Waves.
_ _Raving Reptiles. ^
...Paul's Page f
...Communication Cwiz.^
...Bits and Pieces.
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There are three ways of communicating used

by many animals and insects. They are acoustic
(sounds) chemical(smelIs) and visual (signs)

Lizards will bob their heads

up and down if they sense M

danger, Goannas will stand

on their hind legs with theiW

tails lifted, to indicate I
that another lizard or 000000^
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Female moths have a special

smell when they are flying

around, so the male moth

knows it is a female. The
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is intruding on their 'land'

Birds will flash different

parts of their wings to tell

others there is danger or troff6Te"^^^
around.
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moths do not have a very

good sense of sights hut

(

‘(●I')
f

Ihave an excellent sense of
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The Pheasant Coucal (an y'

i,'';us trail an bird) makes
different noises to comm

unicate with its flock

or young. It makes a

/jl.'nc;h-oo' noise if it is
Pfriahtened. and a 'glob-
J^glob' noise when it is
_^reeding season. As you

if you soFffie^oTses out loud, they
very different. The young chicks know instinctive
ly to hideif they hear the 'nah-oo'

Some animals and insects use only one of these ways P
of communicating, while others use a combination
of these ways. Do you know any animals that use
these ways? What ways do humans
Are they different to animals? How?

smell.
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“developed way of commun-

^icating with the smells
rtheir bodies make. Ants

pwill make a special smell

in their nest if an int

ruder comes in. to warn

the other ants. They

have a different smell

to tell their fellow
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’wrfersw
they are out finding food. All the ants stick
to the trail, so as they don't get lost.Some
types of birds rub ants into their feathers,
because they find the smell protects them from

3right trail back to the nest when noise.
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use to communicate?

lice and other pests.
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Tail wagging, licking, pawing and rolling are all
INHERITED traits. These are ways of communicating that
wild dogs used, and your Fido still uses today, to talk
to you. Do you know what these actions mean? Mow about if

your dog growls or barks; as an owner, you Ccin often tell
if your dog is 'serious' or not. . '\:e:
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Tour pet dog was once a '
wild creature who roamed the
countryside in a pack, search

ing for food. He looked after |
the sick or injured members I
of the pack, and protected
them from intruders.

-3CKIE.5 (co*.) .

In packs, dogs used to get really stirred up before they
went on a hunt. They ran around and aroimd in circles,
yapping and bowing to each other and their leader. The

leader would start this flurry of excitement off, to
psyche the pack up. Your Fido does the same actions when

you get ready to take him out, or go for a walk. It's the

closest he gets to 'hunting' in the suburbs (I hope),
bben you're next out taking Fido for a walk, watch what he
does. Do any of his actions seem to be automatic?

U..
(/6/

Today, dogs have been
DOMESTICATED, and live mainly
with humans. They still use
many of the skills that they
learnt as wild dogs, centuries
ago.

As a wild dog, your pet
Fido would have had a

leader to follow, and
would have been expected
to behave in certain ways.
Now Fido's a pet, you're
his leader, and he
behaves in ways you expect
him to, as well as ways
that he has IMERITED

from his wild dog ancestors
Tliere are other ways your dog communicates with
you. IVhat are they?

W'j/i Lie
DLM/N

Have you ever seen your dog with his CANINE friends?
Does he behave differently than when he's with you?

Find out what all the tricky words in CMMTALS mean.

- cf0

Can you name some types of | ijj
dogs that are wild even today? Im
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£BEES
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^have special
dances to show thei

o
%)

'orkers where po en (nee-^^^
ded to make honey) can be foun^S^

The type of dance done by the bee
te i i s you how lar away and where,“^he
pollen is. The sound that the bee
makes when it is doing the dance
tells the other bees the type of
polien it is. The bee's dance also

teils the color, perfume and shape
of the plant with the pollen, but
scientists and naturalists haven't
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hi5 dance is called the
dance

and around),

good store of pci
dance takes H seconds, the pollen

Is 100m away. If it takes

^ 2 seconds, it is 200m
^^J^way. For distances/

over 1.5km,
V.bees do

t fround

(because the bee goes around
t means there is a

thet

waggle dance'. This dance
shows the direction of the foe

of

(
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lx)ng way away. The bee waggles irs
body up or down the centre 1i
enow the exact d
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nearby. f theworked out which part of the dance

^^tel Is the other bees this
information.
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I he direction of the pollen is told
in the dance by the place where the
bee dues the dance,

rne 6csitIon of the

Bees a-'e clever

ib^-pre the

Bees have many dif'^ererT t
dances, ;ust as (■‘unans h-/

e^t tvpes of ianguaC'.-s
c i iv'/e'' peoDle nave Pec
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●^he dances rec', but There
s+ill many things thar b-e

I in rneir dances
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It depends on
fun and +he hive.
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3caw volphjks talk?

3
3'^ijJell, they don't exactly Lvhix>peH. in the

ivave-6, bat they do have a ivide vocab-
ulaH.y 0^ Xioandx,. A ^eo) yeaH.t ago came
^■6tattling 6agge-6tion6 that the^e

3
)

3
V oVolphin^ and toothed iohale6 al6o

ai>e tkeit echo-location pou)cH.6 to
avoid cta^hing into

^i/jatm-blooded matine mammaliA, called
ojCETACEAMS, might be capable o{

'^imitating human x>peech. It ioa6
d!thought that they might be able
■ito talk to people in a hott Ofj
^Donald Vuck language, in ojhich

!> hctetinei,
teei{-6 and undetieatet cbxitacle-i.
Colli^ion.i Mould be

3
O

iatal!
The bot-tle-no6ed do.bphin
navigates at high -ipeed,
at night a.i> well a-6

3
3'^MoH.dXi ate gabbled in a high

-\pitch. They talk in "u)hix>tlex>
dmith a ^{eM " gtuntii", "clicks,
iand ” ctack-6 " .

3
day, by .-^ending oout a i^tteam ^6

3clicking 6ound6,
at the tate 3One 0^ the mo6t
oi up to 400 3tematkable achievements^

. ) IfJhen hunt- pet second. / VO THEY TALK 10(3
TO OWE AWOTHER ? (3

.oi the dolphin-6 and
^all the toothed

the

n emit6 a
)u}hale6 i6 the

6tteam oi high- 3
)development oi
')the ECHO-
:(lOCATION system.
hhi6

To communicate Mith
eit young, ot to
ntain contact icith 3
t6 in .the 6chool, ^3
olphin6 make a

vatiety oi Mhi6tle6.
The6e 6oand6

J^^^yjTpitched 6ound6,
0 ywhich ttavel ahead
■ t^thtough the watet.

3

i6 iot Should the 6ound wave6
Attacking ^6ttike ii6h, echoe6 ate

^^eilected to the dolphin.
"Mhe dolphin i6 ab.te to

3
^ia6t moving
'\6chool6 oi
~.ii6h.

ate now bein

/ 6tudied by 6cientiit6, in
expetimentt aimed

e6tabli6hing 6ome iotm oi
communication with the6e ^
itiendly, intelligent animalh^

tell not only the ditection
3at

3

3
3

LIBRARY RESEARCH: 3
See if you can find out about the

dolphin called "Opo", and also the
famous dolphin

3
3
3Pelorous Jack".
3
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RAVING
Some lizards and snakes will hiss when approached.

This is caused by air being pushed out of the lungs,
and is not really a voice. So, do reptiles talk to

But how do reptiles communicate with each other when most

of them don't have voices? They use combinations of move

ments, colors and patterns so they know what another reptile

is doing. Dragon lizards have complicated movements such as

head waving and bobbing and arm waving to get their message

They can also change their color according to their

mood. A Bearded dragon that is angry or upset can change from

light yellow to dark brown. This indicates its mood to other

Bearded dragons.

each other? The only reptiles that have voices

the geckos, legless lizards and crocodiles. Australian
geckos are not

are

noisy as many foreign species. The

Barking Gecko of eastern AustraTiia is one of the

as
across.

finest examples of the use of vocal

fronted by an enemy, these lizards raise their inflated
bodies

noises. When; con-

high off the ground on long spindly legs and
sway slowly backwards, and forwards^

Without warning they lunge forv;ard, emittinig a loud
wheezing bark - enough to frighten off most animals
that eat them.

1 Some lizards such as skinks and dragons will have very brighc

colors at breeding time, usually in the spring. Only the males

take on breeding colors. This is another form of communication

used by the reptiles.I

The Bluetongue lizards will also inflate themselves with

air to make them appear larger to an enemy and open

their mouths to display the bright blue tongue to an

enemy. This is a warning display, where the lizard

gets its message across, but doesn't use a voice.
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We'd like to introduce
you to Paul Bridgeman,
a budding young artist
from out in the wilds

of Warrandyte, vho is
going to draw for us on
a regular basis
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We hope YOU enjoy Paul's
cartoons as much as we

■ do. Here's one to start
you off	
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