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Hi thene!
Well .t's December already, and another year of thune
Notes comes to a close. This month we're having a Look
at some of our gabulous extinct dinosawns. 1 bet Lots

of you know about dino's from othen countries, but
DON'T know about the AMAZING dino's we've had here in
Australial T hope you Leawn a Little about them aften
reading this month's magazine.

Since this 8 my Last issue, 1'd Like to say 'thank you'
te Dianne Darley, Wilma Prohasky, Ann Gibson and Carof
Measures, who have all been a tewrific help to me this
year. Mas. vanieg and myself are both going 'bush' next
year, 80 you'll have two new editors of Nature Notes and
Probe to Look forwand to!l

Rememben to have a safe and happy holiday,

Happy Reading
Mandy Carumichael
Editon.
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creamiitne dlhesaurs

Australia had a unique set of animals that disappeared
from the continent, as have nearly all the other
dinosaurs that lived around the world. Why they dis-
appeared is a very complicated question to answer in
just a few sentences, but perhaps you'd like to try and
find out the reasons for yourself.

Three well known Australian 'dinos' were Megalania,
Genyornis and Meiolania. These dinos have relations
that are aliva and well in Australia today.

Megalania was a giant goanna, which was nearly 10
metres long! The largest goanna today in Australla
is 1.2m long, so you can imagine how big 'Meg' WA

The 1arge horneo tor oise called Meiolania lived

in Australia nearly 2 million years ago. It had a
skull 25cm long and 20 cm across. It had two large
horns to defend itself, because it couldn't pull its
head back into its shell. Can you think of a reason
why it may have become extlnct?

SKULL OFf THE G IANT ToRTOISE
(ME1oLAN, A)
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The kangaroo had many different relatives which existed in
Australia during the days of dinosaurs. They were all members
of the Macropodidae group.There were at least twenty =orts
of kangqroos, ranging in size from sheep to rhinogeros!
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Thc w‘storv “Thimal’ of Australia's prehistoric times is the
thldc1leo It is a member of the Macropodidae family, but =
many scientists put it in a class of its own, because it had -u
some really different features.Firstly, the >Liontists think &
it was a type of marsupial lion, with sharp claws, powerful <
legs, and massive, deadly teeth. It was the size of a leopard C
and is thought to be a meat eater, because of 1ts unusual :
slicing and chopping teeth.They thlnk "Thylo'" lived part of J
the time in trees, not to hunt there, but to eat his food \f
there, out of the way of other animals. '"Thylo' would have
bgcn too heavy to hunt for food out on the limb of a tree. ¢
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\WDNDEE WAU-Y : One fine day
4 RELP\TNES | Wally Wombat meets

his cousin Wilbur.. -
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that big? [ hope there
are no more about!l!
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Clever old Wall miles and &xpla-ir;.;fa -Wilb—ur... -
that these are the bones of his ancestors ___
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Bower Birds live all over Australia and New Guinea.They are relatives of the beautiful
Birds of Paradise. They construct a nest called a bower and decorate it with objects to &
attract a female. They are highly intelligent and unique birds. The Satin Bower Bird 1likes

to collect blue objects best, whilst the Golden Bower Bird Tikes to use 1ive orchids to §§§%

| display on his bower. Some Bower Birds have been known to fly into houses to collect - |
‘2 objects that take their fancy! A~V
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THE GLIDERS SCFT FUR AND SOULF
EYES INVITE ATTENTION

FIND OUT:

BUT BE GAREFUL (F WIS SHARP HIS CRIES OF RAGE HAVE BLEN
LIKENED TO THE SOUND OF A
WHEEZY ALARM (LOCK
RUNNING DOWN

SINCE HE CANNOT RESIST SUBAR JAM
OR HONEY HE CAN USUALLY BECOME
HAPPILY

What 48 Australia's smallest géiding possum?
Whene do T Like to £ive?

Whene do T sdeep?
What do 1 eat?




Diung  Dinosauns

| Reptiles originated as land animals, buf during their lcthyosaurs developed a streamlined, fish |ike shape, very

# life history several groups took to a permanently aqu- much |ike sharks and dolphins. ‘This is interesting, 1o note
| atic life. Extinct groups were the Ichthyosaurs anc The that many animals can develop a general resemblance between
Rlesiosaurs. (The Loch Ness monster is thought to be & them, when they adapf to a similar way of Iife.

| Plesiosaur still living.) All these animals were flesh
eaters and flourished in the sea which once covered in-
land Australia. They were especially prominant in

Queensland, where many remains of these animals have

been found.
. Platyptergius is one of the largest and most streamlined of

all the lcthyosaurs. [t swam by bending its body to and fro,
as f uﬁ.h do, and steered _‘Mi"fh.-,'hadd'lﬁés or.fins.

—_———

wooLY’

Plesiosaurs swam by rowing with ftheir paddlies and steering
with their tails. They were stream|ined animals, and their

powerful paddlies would have made them fast in the water.

N Woolungasaurus is a long necked Plesiosaur.

N = Land N\

Ak s Sea FIND OUT
b o ity " ngi I—j ¥ What does aquatic mean?
AUS fﬁgﬁxyz ot Cnis CIime * What are some other types of AQUATIC dinosaurs?
135 Millionr \years ago . * by Slarty Bardfast.
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If you cross out the names of 13 Australian

Wally reminds all beach fossickens to REPLACE theix
'ginds' aften they have studied them, especially (f
they ane LIVING things. {Imagint Lf we all kept oun
holiday treasures, in a few years time there could

very well be NOTHING fo collect at ALL!) '

?,szémake up a very special word that is important to
EVERYONE, EVERYWHERE ! ! ! Can you figure out what
the jumbled word is?

Qoooooooooooooogooooooooo Y

OH NO! Wally has been at it again. This time he's
jumbled up the names of five Australian eucalypte
and made ridiculous phrases out of them! Can you

work out the correct names of these trees?
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| 3 Probe for 1984. Please find enclosed *

5 | payment Of e ¥ A&
w - [ do/do not require a receipt.
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10 issues per year, posted,of Nature Notes
co ' for $2.70.
10 issues per year, posted,of Probe for $1.30.
If your order exceeds 50 in total, please
calculate your costs at $2.30 per Nature
Notes, and $1.20 per Probe.
Payment and order to:

P.0. Box 28 Ringwood East, Vic 3135
(Phone 03 879 1263)




