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The kangaroo had many different relatives Khich existed in
Australia during the days of dinosaurs. They were all members
of the Macropodidae group.There vverc at least twent)- sorts
of kangaroos, ranging in size from sheep to rhinoix'ros!

Australia had a unique set of animals that disappeared
from the continent, as have nearly all the other
dinosaurs that lived around the world. hTiy they dis
appeared is a very con^^licated question to answer in
just a few sentences, but perhaps you’d like to try and
find out the reasons for yourself.
Three well known Australian ’dinos’ were Megalania,

Genyomis and Meiolania. These dinos have relations
that are aliva and well in Australia today.

Megalania was a giant goanna, which was nearly 10
metres long! The largest goanna today in Australia
is 1.2m long, so you can imagine how big
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tinent» but .it four times ^ muen ^-ahe emu,
and was probably verrf slow on itS efet. This
have ma^ ‘Geny’ am easier catch tliaa the emj^ and
could explain why we have emus^^^t not Genyomis.
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Tlic mx'stery animal of Australia's prehistoric times is tlic-
Thylacileo. It is a member of the Macropodidae family, hut
many scientists put it in a class of its ovn, because it had
some really different features.Firstly, tiw scientists think
it was a t>q)e of marsupial lion, with sharp claws, powerful
legs, and massive, deadly teeth. It was the size of a leopard
and is thought to be a meat eater, because of its unusual
slicing and chopping teeth.They think ’Thylo" lived part of
the time in trees, not to hunt there, but to eat his food
there, out of the way of other animals. "Thvlo” would have
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The large hbrnkf'to^^Be^lled Meiol^^^ived
in Australia nearly 2 million years ago. It had a
skull 25cm long and 20 cm across. It had two large
horns to defend itself, because it couldn’t pull its
head back into its shell. Can you think of a reason
why it may have become extinct?
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Bower 3ird^Bower Birds live all over Australia and New Guinea.They are relatives of the beautiful
Birds of Paradise. They construct a nest called a bower and decorate it with objects to
attract a female. They are highly intelligent and unique birds. The SatinBower Bird likes
to collect blue objects best, whilst the Golden Bower Bird likes to use live orchids to ^
display on his bower. Some Bower Birds have been known to fly into houses to collect
objects that take their fancy!

owei"

r-.



GLIPCPS SOT FUi? ANP SOtLfUl] luT K CAREFUL Of UlS SHARP ”
EYES INVITE ATTtHTlON

FUS CRIES OF mi mi KEN
LIKENED TO THE SOUND Of A

WHLE^V ALACM CLOCK
RUNMINJG. DOWN

TltTH ANDCLM-AMDHIS
VIOLENT TEMPER

1 -
1

\',

2,
THOUGH THIS DAiWTV AUSTRALIAN
SYSTEMS tllS

MAIN INSECT
DIET WTH

fJECTAR,
POaEM
ANDOiME

mndsAAHQ who 1A/ie ijoa

Aa^VtaUa’<> SUGAR GLIPER, tht \
Iizcond malleM glidingI

cauntALj h

P044um. To iind out mom -
nead on!

\=7"
h -w

^/6AEH'gliders
■^F/LFMntlRWJIIJ$

^..^^/rajCHAFTlR 2
/MONn(SArt>FiJWiN
\ IN THOR NEST FOR
\mtRlMOMTFiS

' UX i , THtV H£CMt f
^ s sutHLwav\
^ j^ACROWTS M
JX /^TWTTHFVeFAPt THOayilUA'f. Nk ^

m TO HEP A V A)
lookout FC^OmV ^iL

ENAR1N6 HIM TO SWOOP 46 CR
50KGRES KFORE LEVaUNfi
OUnOUWPOMWOntRTKEE

f

What C6 Au/St'ia.L'L^'f. smaiicst iCiidUg i c.'^bmv?

W/itL/LC do 1 CikiL to Cu'ti?

Whewe do T .i^cep?

What do I eat:?

nWP OUT:
f,

●T

Ov/*=’ t

A/'/7 A,'De.c: ■

C- F-

●>At ten i^, pr ^ "
WHDiKt
LEAR FRtWAlW-mL
THKliHWLPLlKLA
KINDOf R\RWJHUTt...

I



p.
■

Icthyosaurs developed a streamlined, fish

much like sharks and dolphins. This is inferes'iinq, io note

that many animals can develop a genera

them, v/hen they adapt to a similar way of life.

ike shape, verybut durIng the 1rReptiles originated as land animals,

life history several groups took to a permanently aau-

I ife. Extinct groups v/ere the 1 chthyosaurs

j.'

resemblance betweenand theat i c

(The Loch Mess monster is thought to be aPlesiosaurs.

Plesiosaur still living.) Ail these animals were flesh

and flourished in the sea which once covered in-

They were especially prominant in

of these animals have

eaters

I and AustraI ia.

Queensland, where many remains

been found.

Piotypterqius is one of the largest and most streamlined ol

all the Icthyosaurs. It swam by bending its body to and fro,

as fish do, and steered with paddfes or, fins.

1

" WOOLY'

Plesiosaurs swam by rowing with their paddles and steering

with their tails. They were streamlined animals, and their

powerful paddles would have made them fast in the water.

Woolunqasaurus is a long necked Plesiosaur.

FIND OUT

* What does aquatic mean?

* What are some other types of AQUATIC dinosaurs?

* by Slarty Bardfast.

- Sea

Australia at this time

135 Million years ago.
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m. If you cross out the names of 13 Australian

animals, you v/ill be left v/ith twelve letters that

make up a very special word that is important to

EVERYONE, EVERYWHERE ! ! ! Can you figure out what

the jumbled word is?
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OH NO! Wally has been at It again. This time he’s

jumbled up the names of five Australian eucalypt-.
and made ridiculous phrases out of them! Can you
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work out the correct names of these trees?
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You can cross out the animals

diagonally, anyway. A few letters are shared by some words.
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