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EDITORIA

Hello Readers,
Welcome back to Nature Notes for 1984 .Well,

I am back to help Wally with Nature Notes, and we have

| & new assistant editor, Mrs. Elaine Garner, who will

{ be writing Probe this year. Nature Notes is packed

) with exciting information - we will be following on

}) | with Paul's Page, so don't miss it! Also there will

’ be a special feature to look for each month in Nature

[ Notes . Wally's mother's daughter (got that? ), whose

i name is Wendy, is working on an island called |

; Macquarie Island. We will be reporting all her special

| news to you. Wendy is a geo-physicist and runs the

' f Observatory on the island. There are only 19 people

) | on the island, and Wendy is the only girl. To find

II | out more about Wendy's adventures, read onl!

P.S. Perhaps you could locate Macquarie Island in.

your atlas. Good luck!
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- Once while Wonderoo was
raking a well earned rest ...

- ky the sea side, his sharp

= ears heard a shrill cry

gt wimlE faadpond . o !

My Friend
Joe has been .
murdered ! only his

shell is |efF!

e ¥ says Wonderoo
as he examines Joe's

emptly shell pieces and
sees a Fny hole

neatly dwilled an'ough
one shell.....

:pID YOU KNOW? tw o
# Molluscs are mostly creatures of the sea, although some:

¥ groups have colonised the land, the best known of these

&
being the SNAILS and the SLUGS. 3 !
tmm*m*****#***n#************* .-

\ 1s the other group of snails?/

" CAN YOU FIND OUT? \_
¥What makes the glistening trail the snail leaves behind?

*What the general shape of the snail's shell is called?

X¥The snail in this cartoon is a carnivorous snail; what

Looking into a:nembg rock pool , Wonderoo
soon finds the culprit basking in the
warm sun .... Mr C 7% Welk!

/_’_* f
Ah! theres that 3hast13 Gastropod!
Mrdering molivsc ,You!

= Carnivorus
o ,q_]iﬂ;...':(Whl'c:h means Flesh eah'n-f)';

fWonAeroo explains to Mr Cockleshell that the snail - |
like welk boares a hole in shells of his kind '
and deskroys the muscle which lholds the
shell Firmhj closed —then the hungry welk
eats the unfortunate shell Cish

horr
. \

: ified!!
SEAEBP Py, [t = . : :

And with that the wily welk Adived into the
5

pool and was not. seen again! ....

e v —
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The term "flycatchers" refers to a group of birds with
particular feeding habits. Flycatchers eat not only
flies and other winged insects, but also other small
invertebrates. Flycatchers include wagtails, fantails,
same whistlers, some Australian robins, the Crested
Bellbird and the Jacky Winter. A1l are found in
various parts of Australia.
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Flycatchers are most frequently seen in the open
spaces near trees or under a tree canopy in woodiand
or forest regions.

During the nesting season, they need to hold a
territory, so they have food for their young. They
defend their territory using strong, distinctive calls
and an unwelcome intruder is chased out.

The flycatchers have captured the interest of
people so much, that many people have given them
descriptive folk names such as Willie Wagtail or
Rickety Dick, referring to its erratic flight
habits, It is also known as "the shepherd's companion"
because it so often perches on the backs of stock.

* Are there any "flycatchers" in your area?
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ROPAGATE A
what is it?

Propagation is a way of growing a new plant. It is done
by using part of another plant. You don't need a seed for
this type of growing. It is a useful way of starting a
new plant, because it makes sure that the new plant is
the same as the parent plant.

what do | need?

You will need some sort of structure to place your plants
in.They can be purchased from nurseries, or you can make
one like the oneashown here. The new plants must be kept
moist and warm, so a special home is important. The plant
will need to be placed in a spot where it won't get too
much sun. There should be a time each day when fresh air
can move around the plant, too. The plant should be
watered with a gentle spray. It is very important that

it is kept moist, especially in hot weather.

B . An uptemed glass
jar, placud aver a
container af u.mmge
Qs # got of cuttings
inside @ clear plastic
bag. The is sup- |
ported by light stakes -

and tied at the top.
{ ‘ctrﬂn kObf%
“ Or‘d F‘”?d QOI\ t
e ‘,:,?Podtanl‘., ":

o e

what now? l

|
0K, you'd like to try propagation, and have found a ?
plant you'd like to grow yourself. There a several ways i
of cutting the plant, which are shown here. These cuttings “
should be about 5-15cm long, and there should be at least §
one leaf junction on the cutting.

~ -rW«
One tp culting (at
nghtl, ;m_--, two steg

Now you have your cutting, this is the next step.

S

. remoVve L\OJP D?
™ lhe leoves. ;’; .
malke  the ; i
Then.... /Vf ﬁ

2.
Dip cutting in rooting
hormone.

QMake a hole in the
propagating mixture,
using a clean stick. A
rubber band will mark
the desired depth of " = |
hole. {1 g &

Bpiace cutting in hole,
and firm the mixture
where shown by arrows.

AND. - - -p1ace your cutting in its special home, where
the roots will begin to grow. REMEMBER to water your
cutting, and to give it some fresh air. DON'T Teave it
in the sun, but keep it warm. GOOD LUCK! ]_1_



CQUARIE

Wendy Wombat, Wally's sister, was very excited.
She was one of the lucky ones to be chosen to spend
a year on fabulous Macquarie Island. The island is’
classed as Sub Antartica, being situated about half
way south east between Tasmania and the Antartic
mainland.

Last December the highest temperature was +9°c and
the Towest +1°c. That's pretty chilly isn't it, for
Christmas time!

Each summer a new group journeys south and those
who have spent the previous twelve months there re-
turn to civilisation. - All the comforts of home.

First of all Wendy and her fellow "expeditioners",
do you know what they are? had to learn how to
survive in the harsh cold climate. Brrr!

Most of their training was in Tasmania. They were
flown by helicopter to make a camp near Cradle
Mountain.

They were taught how to build igloo-type shelters,
(pretend Eskimos, hey!), using snow, by piling ruck-
sacks and boxes together, then shovelling lots of
snow over them. Then they dug a hole through the
side and pulled out the filling. The cavity was en-
larged until blue 1ight could be seen through the
walls (approx 30cm thick).‘v
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NEWSFLASH .......... from

ISLAND

An entrance passage was made the same way. A pretty nifty
idea, don't you think!

The group practiced using ropes (in pairs) to get up steep
snow drifts; over the top and down super steep scary 90°drops.
Wendy and the others carried ice axes to control their descent
down the mountain side. Brave rugged 1ittle Wendy Wombat,
don't you think?

* Do you know where Macquarie Island is in relation to Aust-
ralia and the Antartic? Find out below.
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FINISH

CAN YOU HELP WALLY FIND
HIS WAY TO HIS BURROW?
(YES, HE GOT LOST AGAIN!)

; INTRODUCING
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The plant on the 7 r, the Venus Flytrap, <

CATN L VOPOUE

8 a
s animals. Each of the Venus

o attract and trap small animals.
the color of raw meat, attract the insects.

: o 4 A o o Ny N |
the trigger haive are touched,
(like z

Flytrap's
¥ Sl =

7 K S O
r'ne red
When

the trap is sprung
mouse-trapl), and the two halves of the Leaf snape
together, capturing the prey! The insect cannot escape,

md the valves squeeze together, so the digestive process
2an beyin. The insect is gradually dissolved by the plant's

'ou may wonder as I did why plants trap insects and

1! The reason is that the plants camnot get all the
nourtshment they need from the swampy ground in which they
'tve. They need more nitrogen, and they can only get this
from the bodies of the insects. So, we see that the plants

gat imsecte for survival!

v
[

IHINGS TOIDOAE . 5. s
Can you find out about other carnivorous plants listed
below -

Sundew

Butterwort
Pitcher

What do you know about the cycle of events, called the
Nitrogen Cycle??? ;

P.S. You may still be wondering
“whether the Venus Flytrap
could eat Wally. The answer is
NO!1l It can consume 3 large
flies,or one small animal the
size of an earthworm.
WALLY IS SAFE!!!]

. By D.Darkey
HRicher Plant EDATORS
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