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compemioK^Lo
One of our artists, Carol Measures, has drawn a pi-tture

c several Australian bush creatures toasting narshmallovjs by
a campfire. You mil find it in the centre pages. We i-jould
like you to xvrite in the balloons vjhatever you think Kanga
and Koala are saying, and colour in the picture.

or

VzoA 1lzad2A&,

TfvU month’6 uxu to bz about iJjiZf but
toe jtoit coutdn’t tgnoAz thz Olympia Gamas In Los
Angzlzs, so loz'vz tAlzd to aomblnz both,
think Wilma ?Kohasky’s dnxmilng oi WaZly aoAAylng~
thz Olympia toAck ts most appAopAlatz?

Jnsldz you’ll ^Ind out about animal Olympians,
lots 0^ IntzAzstlng {aats about ^lAz and, In thz
azntAz pagzs, a NEW aompztltion.

That Azmlnds mz, ^{loz laaky pzoplz mn pAlzzs
In oufL last aompztltion. Thzy dozaz -

Eima Wing Jan
Ad/Uan MaOuzz

Vzbblz Mlahaal

Amanda Loughman
Kznty Voltyn

THEN, fill in the form belov/, and send your entry to
The Editor, Nature Notes, P.O.Box 28, Ringwood East, 3135.

Results will be announced

Don’t you

Entries close on August 10th.
in the October issue.

Can vou find all these animals in the picture? Emu,
Kangaroo,"wallaby, Koala, Horseshoe bat, Owl, Kook^u^a
Python, Possum, Platypus, Lyrebird, Bilby, long-tarled
Niiribat, Goarma, Dingo, Pygrry Possum and Mouse.

There are two more conmon garden creatures also -
Do you kna-7 vhat they are?

COMPETITION ENTRY FORM

Thzsz pzoplz ivltl Azazlvz thzlA phtzzs colth
this Issuz 0^ NatuAz Notas. Vou havz a ahanaz to
i/Oln something this te/vm, but plzasz AemembzA vohzn
you sznd In you/i znt/iy to also sznd us youA namz,
agz and sahool oA homz addAzss. KEEP THOSE EWTPIES
ROILING IN! Thz aloslng datz Is August 10th.

NAtiE:

AGE:

ADDRESS:

"PheiAjl I'm \ „ j.

kot oPbir-thca)^<^PPy
.POSTCODE:

Rosallz Colllz

EciitoA. -Come
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Before Aboriginal man came to Australia
fires were started frecuently from

lightning strikes and other natural
However Aborigines used a

nBthod known as "fire-stick fanning"
to help them in their hint for food.
They burned the forests, which were
once tdiick and dense, to create more

The young plants and

Believe it or not! Fire is essential to

our unique environment. Many plants have
seed pods \dnich will not open to release
the seeds until they have been scorched
by the intense heat of a bush fire. Once
released, the seeds lie in the ash of the

forest floor waiting until the next rains

causes.

to germinate then.

K d Ifountain Ash forests of southeastern
Australia, fire is inportant in clearing

op choking blanket of rainforest
plants vhich i-rould otherwise prevent the
young saplings from growing into the
world's tallest hardwoods.

Many Australian plants grow rapidly after
firing. Have you ever driven past the

open areas,

grasses idiich grew after the fires
attracted the l^garoos and other
animals, and made them easier to catch.
Aborigines, also, favoured the young
growth of ferns, leaves, grasses and
tree shoots.

In the deserts, fires were used also
for signalling to other metibers of a

out foraging for food.

cordbvme.r'

or-\ c*

group

yea
scene of a bush
fire and

noticed the

vivid green
of the young
shoots

against the
black charred

tree trunks?

Wes he
Aaetrtiliao

gra<o^ trees-
befbns a -fire
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MAGNIFICENT GIANT BIRDS
IslandMacquarieof The ^ocUkeAn b^eacU 4-6

lato.n. mating in coloiw^ on
open c.O(Uta,t plaXmiu.

A ^ziA) oJiz o.b)]0^t all whita, tlvi whitt i^cutkzfu being acquUcd
u)he.n chicks and A.zmcUn 6o ^ofi

A goimg giant pe.tAe.1 ioimd in CMe, in 1976 had bt^yi*bande.d
on l^hcqwviie. Inland cus a alvick ^koatlg btiofie..
the. Pacific Ocean in 1 month on it'^ tin^t s/light.
io/L e/iohtl

^endg Wombat ^aid that moi>t ojj the ijeaji the huge Socithe-fm
Skua binds one the expeditionens' cZosest compayiions. A Zange
gtoup alonys wait outside the kitchen 	
aindow ... and /ew scnaps o/ meat
thfiown out even, teach the gtoundi

They ate dank btown binds with
black bills and have a wing span
up to 900mm. Jncnedible!

The skuas on the Island ate
called "Setnte's chooks”. Betyiie

is the fabulous cook down thete,
who niakes chocolate eclaits and scones /ot motiving tea. Lucky
Wend^ and hen fellow wotkmates.

The skuas down thete ate quite Meatless ayid will sneak into

the kitchen to steal /ood i^/ the back doot is le/t open.

The skua chicks ate higlvty mobile, being able to leave the
nest witlvin 24 houns o/ Ititcfiing.
Two chicks ate hatched but tately
mote than 1 sutvives. The

latget one dtiving the , ● *
smallet aiw.y ,/tom
the nest.

One Sunday tecently, Wendy Wombat had a long talk with het
mothet, who lives in l/ictotia on *ham tadio.

Wendy chatted happily about the enotmous binds that live
on the island. She said both the Hotthetn and Southetn Giant

Pettels bteed on \hacqovnie. klso the 5nowj PoAnel, a beautiful
Snowy white bind.

They ate ptedatoty *scaveyigets, killing penguins at the
tooketics, cleaning the beaches o/ *cannion, which Is abundant
dating the elephant seal bteeding season.

A pecking otdet Is * established
amongst the giant pettels gatheted
anound a cancass thnough thneat
displays and /ighting. The thneat-
ening bitd advances, wings out-
stnetched, tail /anned, neck
ieathens tu//led, uiXh it's head
swinging ^tom side to side. A
tough lot ate'nt they?

A/tet /ceding on catnion they
clean theiji /eathens by bathing
vigotously in the sea.

These huge binds have beaks
15cm long and wing spans up to
3 mettes long. It's hand to imagine a bind SO BIG is'nt it?

The pettels have di//iculty becoming aitbotne without help
/tom the sttong winds, so most nest along the west coast, the
side o/ the island that gets the most toind.

The di//etences between the notthenn and southetn species
ate quite manked panticulanly in thein bteeding behaviout.

The danket coloted, mottled btown smallet notthetn species
build solitany nests, hidden among tussock gtass, ot in btoken
coastal *tettain. They lay 1 egg, which is a he/ty 102x61 mm,
towonds the end o/ August -- h’mm ...thats almost as big as an
emu's egg! ■

It /lew acnoss
How's that

A Southern Giant Petrel

incubating. Note the detail
of the bill structure.

'7ury)m

1^.

6 * find out what these wotds mean.

By Wilma ProhaskyNature Notes ... July 1984
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The Australian- Terrier is

bred from many different old
British terrier breeds. Its

only use in Australia is as
a pet or a popular show dog.
It is an alert, happy little
dog which loves to "show off
and will prove very useful
by catching mice or other
rodents.

Not so long ago, Australia had no dogs of its own,
other than the dingo. Early settlers brought
types of dogs which had served them well in the "old
country", but these were often unsuitable for work in the

rugged terrain and harsh climate of Australia.

One of the best known

of the breeds produced by
cross-breeding is the
Kelpie. A tough hard
working little dog used
on sheep farms in Aust
ralia. Its ability to
leam to control sheep,
fowl and other small

animals is now recognized
world-wide, and many Kelpies
are being exported all over
the world each year.

various

11

..S?

The Australian

Silky Terrier is a cross
of the Australian Terrier

and inported Yorkshire
Terriers. It is a smaller

longer-coated version of the
Australian Terrier. It is

an excellent pet for anyone
living in a city or town
as it does not need lots of

snace for exercise and has
X

a small appetite.

■
i-V.

The Australian

Cattle Dog, (also knoim
as the Blue or Queens
land Heeler), is a blend
of Dingo, Smooth Collie,
Dalmation, Kelpie and
two extinct breeds -

the Black Bobtailed

sheepdog and the Smith-
field Drover. It is a

stocky working dog known
for its bravery and
endurance.

The Dingo O^own as Warrigal by
the Aboriginals), was considered in
the early 1900's to be a highly
intelligent pest. It was the
reason for the building of the
longest fence in the world because
it found sheep an easy catch for
dinner. However the Dingo also
eats feral rabbits and pigs, both
of which are also regarded as pests
because they eat the plant foods
of sheep and cattle. In the last
few years the Dingo has become a

popular pet.

Both of these breeds will work from sunrise to sinset,
travelling very long distances in heat or the bitter cold
of winter.

ficlures by W
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AUSTRALIftN
AMATEUR
ANIMAL
ATHLETIC

ASSOCIATION

OLYMPIC TRIAL
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CLUES:

JCWJSS vom

TTiT.. bliick and sticky
2.to... li> ph.odViC,<id ih-om
^.naXunaUi g.. oiecf ^OK

coofUng.
k6 tu&d to d/iaw

ptctuA^^
6.4... Xf) cAa6ke:d A.ock.
7.we iMXte. on p....

Xi> another wo^d iJo/c
AOck.

n.4ome fioa4e4 c:^''ie made o^
b....

JZ;.4.... mafee4

^ g/LOwn to make
ctothXng.

5.a.. t4 a poLodeA Ze^t a^toA
iUe.

9.c... t4 made oi^ ouA^ed
tAee4.

4.C

4.C

.. Xi, a ^iXAepAooi10.a

mateAXat.

13.0.. Xi a JLXqiud {ound
- undexgn.oand

Answers > on page 13.

WatuAe Wote4 Xt a HoAoondak RegXonaZ PubZXcaXcon.
Regt4teAed by Au-st^aUa ?06t. VabUcaUon Wo. mOSSl

L P.O.Box 28, Zingmod Ecut, ^3135.^Vkone [03] 879 1U3
llililiihitifr


