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has drawn a picture

Dear Readens,

_ This month's issue was to be about f4

we fust couldn'Z ignore the 0Lympic Gameg'{{téﬁ, Lszi
Angeles, s0 we've Uried fo combine both. Don't you
think Wiktma Prohasky's drawing of Wally carrying
the OLympic tonch 48 most appropriate?

Insdide you'fl find out about animal 0Lympia

ide you'l ns,
Lots of Ainteresting facts about §ire and, igm ghe
centhe pages, a NEW competition.

That neminds me, five Luck :
: e, Yy people won prizes
in oun Last competition. They were !-9 i

Emma Wing Jan
Adrian MeCrae
Debbie Michael
Amanda Loughman
Kerny Folityn

 These people will receive thein prizes wi
this issue of Natwre Notes. You hauepg&chancz?io
win something this Zenm, but pfease remember when
you send in your entry fo also send us youwr name
age and school on home address. KEEP THOSE ENTRIES
ROLLING IN! The closing date is August 10th,

Happy Reading,

Rosalie Collie

One of our artists, Carol Measures,
several Australian bush creatures toastin

a campfire. You will find it in

marshmallows by

e centre pages. We would

you think Kanga

like vou to write in the balloons whatever
-4 -A} [ - - - -
and Koala are saying, and colour in the picture.

THEN, fill in the form below, and send your entry to -
The Editor, Nature Notes, P.0.Box 28, Ringwood East, 3135.

Entries close on August 10th. Results will be armounced
in the October issue.

Can you find all these animals in the picture? Emu,
Kangaroo, Wallaby, Koala, Horseshoe bat, Owl, Kookaburra,
Python, Possum, Platypus, Lyrebird, Bilby, Long-tailed
Nurbat, Goarma, Dingo, Pygmy Possum and Mouse.

There are two more common garden creatures also -
Do you know what they are?

e W T .
- z'v?ﬁ‘)tg;ﬂcadh\W%./}W_‘_
~<EIRb 3% £l e ~a kS il
y
COMPETITION ENTRY FOPM .




Believe it or not! Fire is essential to Before Aboriginal man came to Australia

our unique envirorment. Many plants have fires were started frequently from

seed pods which will not open to release lightning strikes and other natural

the seeds until they have been scorched causes. However Aborigines used a

by the intense heat of a bush fire. Once method known as ''fire-stick farming'

_ released, the seeds lie in the ash of the to help them in their hunt for food.

forest floor waiting until the next rains They burned the forests, which were

to germinate them. once thick and dense, to create more

In the Mountain Ash forests of southeastern open areas. The young plants and

Sniale Australia, fire is important in clearing grasses which grew after the fires

W, of o ceed away the choking blanket of rainforest attracted the kangaroos and other

(Fém’ conminer plants which would otherwise prevent the animals, and made them easier to catch.
SR %2 E‘ DL saplings from growing into the Aborigines, also, favoured the young
MX=E world's tallest hardwoods. growth of ferns, leaves, grasses and

Many Australian plants grow rapidly after tree shoots.
firing. Have you ever driven past the In the deserts, fires were used also
for signalling to other members of a

group, out foraging for food.
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MAGNIFICENT GIANT BIRDS

of Macquarie Island .o o

weeks Latern nesting in colonies on
open coastal plateauws.

One Sunday recently, Wendy Wombat had a Long talk with hex ¢ : : : .
mothen, who Lives in Victoria on *ham nradio. whei gﬁfcggeaiﬁmzzﬁaiﬁﬂa?hgfi’ﬂfzg white feathers being acquired
Wendy chatted happily about the enoamous birnds that Live 3
on the Lsland. She said both the Nonthern and Southern Giant A young giant petrel found in Chile in 1976 had been*banded
Petrels breed on Macquarie. AfLso the Snow Petrel, a beautiful on Macquarie Tsfand as a chick shontly before. 1t §lew across
snowy white bind. the Pacific Ocean in 1 month on it's st flight. How's that
They are predatory *scavengens, hilling penguins at the for egfont!
rookendies, clearing the beaches of *eawrion, which &4 abundant Wendy Wombat said that most of the year the huge Southern
during the efephant seal breeding season. Skua binds are the expeditionens' closest companions. A Larnge
A pecking onden is *established ghoup always wait outside the kitchen

amongst the giant petrels gathered
around a carcass thhough threat
displays and fighting. The threat-

window ... and few scraps of meat A Y
 Xhrown out evern reach the ghound!

) They are dark brown binds with

o et T S 03 o, |
feathens nuffled, with it's head ¥ Tze 4&323 onniﬁg Laﬂgﬁd are
swinging grom side o side. A called "Bernie's chooks". Bernie =

rough Lot ane'nt they? =

) ‘ k- ; n o 3 48 the fabulous cook down there,
After feeding on carrnion they A Southern Giant Petrel

who makes chocolate eclairns and scones for morning tea. Lucky

clean ’thwl,ﬂea'thw by bathing incubating. Note the detail Wendy and her fellow workmates.

Uiggﬁggzﬂgugg f?idjez&ue bl of the bill structure. The skuas down there are quite fearnless and will sneak into
15em Long and wing spans up £o the kitchen to steal food if the back door is Left open.

3 metrnes Long. 1t's harnd to imagine a bind SO BIG is'nt it? The skua chicks are highly mobile, being able to Leave the

nest within 24 howws of hatching.

The petrels have difficulty becoming aitborne withouwt help Two chicks are hatched but rarely : s

from the strnong winds, sv most nest along the west coast, the :
. . : more than 1 survives. The
side of the island that gets the most wind. Fangen bue Diiving e

The differences between the northern and southern species smallen away from
are quite marnked particularly in thein breeding behavioun. the nest.
The darken colored, mottled brown smaller northern species
build solitarny nests, hidden among tussock grass, on in broken
coastol *tennain. They Lay 1 egg, which is a hefty 102x61 mm,
towarnds the end of August -- h'mm ...thats almost as big as an

emu's egg!
6 *  Find out what these words mean.

&

By Wiiina-Prohasky -

Nature Notes ... July 1984







I0ES fROW  DOWE ONDEL

Not so long ago, Australia had no dogs of its own, The Australn:.an- Terrier is
other than the dingo. Early settlers brought various bred from many different old SHAANZ:
types of dogs which had served them well in the ''old British terrier breeds. Its
country'', but these were often unsuitable for work in the only use in Australia is as
rugged terrain and harsh climate of Australia. a pet or a popular show dog.

It is an alert, happy little

One of the best known dog which loves to "show off"

and will prove very useful
by catching mice or other
rodents.

of the breeds produced by
cross-breeding is the
Kelpie. A tough hard-
working little dog used
on sheep farms in Aust-
ralia. 1Its ability to
learn to control sheep,
fowl and other small
animals is now recognized
world-wide, and many Kelpies
are being exported all over
the world each year.

y ,.:I:WA;W]' \\ I.‘“‘&W

The Australian
Silky Terrier is a cross
of the Australian Terrier
and imported Yorkshire
Terriers. It is a smaller
longer-coated version of the
Australian Terrier. It is
an excellent pet for anyone
living in a city or town
as it does not need lots of
space for exercise and has

—._-:‘.;‘:l“\nll— 1y, u,'_"" ,,.,\\\t -

W - ——— e
Wyew

The Australian
Cattle Dog, (also known

as the Blue or Queens- a small appetite.
land Heeler), is a blend y y
of Dingo, Smooth Collie, The Dingo (known as Warrigal by
Dalmation, Kelpie and the Aboriginals), was considered in
two extinct breeds - the early 1900's toIbe a hlt%hly
the Black Bobtailed intelligent pest. It was the
sheepdog and the Smith- reason for the building of the
field Drover. It is a longestdfetﬁce in the mrldcae%ause
tocky ki it found sheep an easy cat or
fsogd{zswﬁffav?ﬁydoaﬁdlmm dimmer. However the Dingo also
endurance. eats feral rabbits and pigs, both

of which are also regarded as pests
because they eat the plant foods
of sheep and cattle, In the last

Both of these breeds will work from sunrise to sunset, few years the Dingo has become a
travelling very long distances in heat or the bitter cold popular pet.

‘(I)fo winter. Rerures bH W.Prohaskj




AUSTRALIAN ;

AMATEUR

ANIMAL (&ERRORS)
ATHLETIC

ASSOCIATION

Hi Folks! C.C.Crow here at fue fime
brials Yo choose Australias Feam
for the Anmal Oibmpic Games...
over to the track Ffor some S T

%’ IF looks like every one is in the Tug-o -ar!

# All measurements given are accurate indications of He
abilities of the various animals mgolved
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a High jump ot G |
centimelves by our Red :
Kangaroo . | think we |
have a4 greal chance te |
win H’teu}\mrm%o}gmpics,i
Especially if Wally }
Wombal keeps awa
from flash bulbs '
43 Well, | am flying off ho
S the Guames Village
SIS S now |o 5ivc you all
S Hie Games news .. tHhis
[SEEEC..Crow sigvziVxSJ

off for now !

Ty

| suppese | seem a bit lazy ot would
30!,5 run airow\d ma;f“tj :"1“ Kfﬂlj if'
ou I g2

d gour hop speed was 50 metres an hoor !

...5ce you next w\_oi’rf«kfor Yre exciting el

—

CAN You predich which animals Sj_lz_)_g[_d win the ﬁ:;”()w;!kj events ©
The 100 metre dash. The 100metves freestyle.
The high jump. The {500 mekres freestule.
The long jump.
The 1500 metves.
The marathon

A 100 kilbmetres Hying vace .

{1
‘r\i g \\

A 100 metres f[ree -{‘thmg race .

sl Discuss Your answevs with youy grade .
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IT'S NOT LON
TILL THME

IWILL BE TRYING
| THEIR HARDEST
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ACROSS DOWN
EIT S s A5 grown to make T.5... 45 black and sticky
clothing. ?2.w... 45 produced grom Drees.
5.a.. is a powder Left aften 3.naiural g.. As used for
fine. cooking.
9.c... 44 made of bwiied BN MR LN is wsed to draw
thees. pietunes.
10 s pess i8 a fineprood 6.5... A6 caushed frock.
material. 7.we wirite on p....
13.0.. is a Liquid found §.5.... 45 another word gon
- undenground hock.
11.50me houses are made ¢4
Answers - on bage 13, G,
; 1204, ... makes dirty adn
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