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fﬁ_ﬁ;? Dear Readens,

This month's Natwre Notes s about Ciban
wildife and thees. Trees are Just as impont-
ant 4in cities as 4in the country. They help
1o keep ourn ain clean and suppont many §osrms
0f animal and bind Life. They provide beauty
and Ainterest to oun city streets and pasks .

Did you nealise that the planet Earth is
the only planet which has thees? Surely that
makes them wonth preserving, apart grom thein
many other uses.

~ Look around you and thy to List everything
which <4 made of wood. Tmagine all the

different types of jobs needed to make Lhose
products .

Finally, List some products rom trees
~ whith do not nequinre the thee to be cut down.
(Don't forget Latex and maple synup.)

What kind of world would we Live in
without trhees? :

Happy reading,

Rosalie Collie
Editon.

LAST
CHANCE
ot 1984

to WIN A MYSTERY PRIZE and SEE YOUR NAME IN PRINT.

WHAT TO DO:

Write a story about an interesting or funny event that
you have had with a pet.

OR

Write a story about a pet that you would LIKE to own.
It can be a real or an imaginary animal. Describe what it
looks like, what it eats, and some of the things you would
do together.

Entries close October 31st. Winners will be announced
in the December issge.

Remember Wally looks for originality!

COMPETITION ENTRY FORM

POSTCODE :

EDITORIAL




< TREES LIFE

I'm the thee on the connen block nean your house. Come
and visdt me when you walk to schoof one day. 1 could tell
you many stornies about the neighbourhood.

When T was boan - a hundred yearns ago - my mothen said
I'd £ive to a nipe ofd age because I grew s0 quickly and
stnongly. 1 had beautiful glossy green Leaves and extra
Long thick roots, reaching out to Auck up the underground
watern. 1 Loved 1o geel the water fLowing up my thunk to my
Leaves, cooling them instantly. T was a greedy Little tree.
I believe watern trhavels dowmwards in people. How stnange!

24,

. In those days the ain
_Nanound was gresh and clean, but
- Fpeople came akong with big noisy
<l machines, and made noads and
buildings all around me. They
bautally pulfed out my mother
and brothens and sistens, and

3 ! ; clumsily broke one of my branches.
Tt = | 1t bled a ot of sap. Now I
oS ' pff have a scan on my thunk abouwt
R AN 4, 3 =1 two metres grom the ground. Soon
EAENE § f%’Tpﬁqﬁ 33 | the ain became smelly, dirty and
et S Mol BE__W 0ften too thick to breath in.
fCyio I s 25 S0 T gebt as 44 T woutd suffocatel
" Hefi )f\_ o ’%%j But most of akl 1 hated the dogs
2 RN v %y Qwho stopped at my thunk on thein
fo?&ﬁgfi ﬂj;_;’”?* way past. Oh how T wished someone
e, L T would move me to the country.

Overn the yeans 1 have made many friends. There was a
gamily of possums Living Ln my branches for many years.
Most of them have-moved away to escape the Local dogs.)
0Live Owl came every night to hunt. Numerous birds noosted
unden my thick foliage, dry and waun, and countless insects

I]Tustra;iﬁns for this article by Carol Measures.

4

» THE CITY

nestled under my tough bark.

I couldn't be sure who visited me in winten a
when‘the cold weather comes, my Leaves fall oﬁﬁr&n3e§i§223
40 Lined 1 sheep until Spring o S
06 counse when T wake up 1 | : iy
feel great. There's nothing
Like a good Long regreshing
sLeep.

I nemember the year of
the drought very well. My
Leaves were parched and dry.
My branches Limp. T was des-
perately sitruggling and
gasping gor carbon dioxide.
People breath in oxygen,
sn't that peculian?

A passing Councillor noticed my s0mm state a
ﬁ;uﬁfdﬂfadé 04 water to be deﬂive&eg to’mg daily. ?g fgsgﬁed

el

By Zhe time the rains had come and washed the dust
the people had decided to tear down the ofd gactory on tﬁiay,
cornen block and make a small park around me. I was quite
excited when T saw all the activity.

- Now I'm old. My Limbs are
i gnavled, knotted and twisted, but
S 4T'm happien than 1've even been.

N The binds and animals have come
back to Live in my branches, and
people picnic on the grass around
my thunk. 1 sEL suffern the
UAsLLs of passing dogs when thein
g ownens Let them off forn a "run".
(When wikl they ever Leann?)

Al But now 1 can see the sky and feel

Yl the wain and wind in my fLeaves,

. s

i



oy T :
Bt F_Pemember. Waﬂde The se mem l_}gf‘s hOUe CLL{C(J L\CLe
i bg ]qeLrLi,nH to rid our trees of

Se-r'vi,ce..
m’@!ﬁ sucki,ng and leaf chewin.g pests,
W/ like aerds meabd L»u.gs‘ Ha—r{equ,i,n
Lru,gs and Lerp,s. What can YOU

do to czuaLLPH as a member of
The Friends of The Trees SocLe,téj ?

o L1
A 7 l i\ .

£ Drawings r\o\’ ’Tc'; sw"‘“ﬁi -4




AN T %
&}\5‘\'; T % it /; |

i

—

N

oAy n"<

5
e A e

Y Ty A RN CE) ’
s s O R B I

=g
d



All of the creatures you see on the centre page,
living in any one of the trees in your neighbourhood.
this key to identify them.
(You may need to use your library.)

* Diurnal means active in daytime.

coulé fe
Use

Then try to complete the table.

No. Name Native or Nocturnal or
Introduced Diurnal

i Bee

2 Cicada

3 saunders' Casemoth

4. Brushy tailed Possum
51 Tawny Frogmouth Owl

6. Spotted Turtledove

T Tree frog

8. Caterpillar of Monarch
Butterfly (Larva)

9. Sparrow

10. | Starling

11. | Indian Myna

12. | Ladybird beetle
13. | Monarch Butterfly
14. | whitebacked Magpie
15. | Snail

16. | Earwig

17. | Cockroach

18. | Black Ant

19. | skink

20. | Black field cricket
21. | silver Gull

22. | Huntsman spider
23. | Common Bat.
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The green factories are the leaves of plants and the
materials they use to make food are carbon dioxide and water.
Leaves hqve breathing openings called STOMATA which take in
carbon dioxide from the air and release oxygen into the air.
The §h10r0phy11 in leaves (the green colouring) absorbs
sunlight falling on the leaves and through a process called
PHOTOSYNTHESIS the leaves turn carbon dioxide and water into
a sugar called GLUCOSE. - Some of this sugar is chggge Jnto

starch and stored in tubers or roots. e,

Pol’aroe-s are.
7 hubers

Carrde are
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Onions are eotS,
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Wendy, what
colov are

- Did you know that in the first 18 months
after Macquarie Island had been discovered,
over 120,000 Fur seals had been killed and
their skins taken? Within 10 years they had
been almost completely exterminated. Wally
was horrified to hear this.,

s what Wendy Wombat told her brother Wally in Victoria
over ham radio last week. Wendy's mother

has a kind friend Brian, who lets her
and Wally use his ham radio to talk
to Wendy in Sub-Antartica; and

Wendy (down there) uses her
friend David's ham radio

to talk from the
island.

Wendy said
that it was
bitterly
cold and
windy there.
They were all
wearing woollen
scarves, hats, coats and
gloves over their other layers
of clothes. The New Zealand fur
seals live close to the base and they
are able to visit them frequently. _.7

The effects of the years of exploitation are still evident
in the fur seal population. Around 1,000 seals now use the is-
land - but breeding is minimal; only 5 to 10 pups are born
each year.

Fur seals were TOTALLY wiped out by sealers and it was MORE
THAN 100 YEARS before a pup was born there again. It makes
Wendy feel very sad. ALL other animals on Macquarie are quite
unafraid of people-.

In contrast, the enormous Elephant seals there seem to have
recovered since the slaughter last century and are now believed
to number about 100,000.

12 Nature Notes ... September 1984

Wendy also told Wally to tell us that the fur seals prefer
to live on the rocky parts of the island's shoreline. She said
they climb well and lie camouflaged amongst the boulders and
giant kelp strands at the ends of the beaches.

Each November the fur seal bulls(males) come ashore first to
claim territories and then collect harems of cows (females) at
breeding times.

they will chase him and bite;

Territorial boundaries are vigorously defend-
ed. If a bull fur seal is charging
along inland, or towards the sea
T through other seals’ territories,

MACQ [ 0 e

‘<] . ! edge of their chosen

_ 153, ) . space .... and so he

sy 6[ ' )~ = battles on'through
?i‘i ) v d?. y : the crowded

= s .

beach area.

Wendy is sure
that by the time
; he gets from one

place to the other,
he must wish he'd never
had the idea in the first place!
She told Wally she was SO glad she
wasn't a seal!

R

But Wendy continued with the story
saying that they were rather clumsy on
land, but in the sea they are agile and
graceful.

Well
wally, they
are a

It is possible for them to remain under
watzr for 20 minutes or more. Fur seals
have short external ears. They have the
ability to turn their back flippers forwards
and walk rather than wriggle on land. The
adult male is around 2 metres long,
slightly larger than the female.



SEALS around the island. :

The pups are born early in December, a week after the mother
comes ashore. They have a thick black coat that is shed after
2 months, for one more like that of their parents.

Families always live near protected shallow water, where pups
can play and learn to swim. Some of last years pups are always
ashore and will join in the play too.

Wendy also sald the mother seals stay on the island for 4-6
months, nursing the pups until they are weaned. The mothers
make short trips to sea to feed. Seal milk contains 45% fat
which is more than 12 TIMES the fat content of human milk, which
explains the fantastic 90 grams PER DAY growth rate of the pups!

Super mums!!

the bull fur seals have a distinctive
and very strong smell, so if she or her
workmates approach them up-wind they are . .
not always taken by surprize!

However she says, we have all been £
chased at times by angry bulls and {
believe me, fur seals are MUCH FASTER
on land than elephant seals! Poor Wendy.

Since 1981 the distinctive Yellow
Chested Kerguelen species of seal has
been seen on the island and an occas-
ional visitor is the predatory
Leopard seal that gets its name from
the spotted appearance of the under-
side of its coat. It kills penguins,
which form the greater part of its diet. TIts only enemy is the
killer whale. .

: N
14 Nature Notes

Septembenr,84. By Wilma Prohasky

Leaves come in an incredible wvariety of sizes and
shapes. But all leaves manufacture food. The veins on
a leaf help support them as well as bring water to the
leaf and carry manufactured foods away.

Leaves are arranged on different plants in different
ways, but if you could see the tree from above, you would
notice that almost every leaf gets the same amount of sun-
light because they turn to face the sun.

Another difference among leaves is that some broad-
leaved trees have compound leaves - that is, a number of
smaller leaflets attached to a central stem.
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/THE SANCTUARY
1S sucH A
BEAUTIFUL PLACE,

ISN'T T2

W, BLUEY,
RELAX AND EN.
EEING THE ARIMALS

IN TREIR

PEACEFUL
HOMES!

ER-

DID YOU SAY \ <7+

?

‘TEACEFUL .

JHAT

s

<

2L a2 LET ME
AN DAD!!:
1CE-CREAA"
) Ry

TASE

THE “BUBBLE TALKS
ARE A VERY

USE FUL _INVENTIC
. f0 CARTOON
CHARACTERS
LIKE US.-..
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@ Nature Notes is a Maroondah Regional Publication.
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