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LAST
cHAftce
for 1984./ /

’fV- TkU moyvtk'6 hlatuAo, ^ about Ihban
MtZdti^e, and tAzz^,

to WIN A MYSTERY PRIZE and SEE YOUR NAME IN PRINT.
I

Tkzz^ oaz jU6t 06 tmpo^~
ant CAJttZ6 06 tn thz country. Thzy kzZp
to kzzp oun. aJji ctzan and 6uppoAt many ^oaim

antmat ana bdJid Za,^{z. Tkzy pAootdz bzauty
and tntzAQJit to ouJi city 6tAzzt6 and pcuik^.

WHAT TO DO:
/,

Write a story about an interesting or funny event that
you have had with a pet.\

Vtd you n.zatUz that the planet Icmth U
the only planet which ho6 tAec6? SuAeZy that
make6 them wohth p^e^eAving, apoAt ^Aom thetA
many otkeA lue^.

.. N

OR

Write a story about a pet that you would LIKE to
It can be a real or an imaginary animal. Describe what it

looks like, what it eats, and some of the things you would

do together.

own.

h

Look oAound you and tAy to tUt eocAythtna
wivLch t6 made o^ wood. Imagine all the
di^^eAent type6 o^ job6 needed to make tho6e
pAoduct6.

"A
Entries close October 31st.

in the December issue.

Winners will be annoimced

::I/
*

finally, li6t 6ome pAoduct6 ^Aom tAea>
which do not Ae.quiAe the tAee to be cut down.
{Don’t ioAget latex, and maple 6yAup.)

What kind o^ woAld would we live in
without tAec6?

Remember Wally looks for originality I
V

V X ^ A.

A
COMPETITION ENTRY FORM

NAME:

Happy Aeading,

Rosalie Collie
EditoA.

AGE:

ADDRESS:

v«v



tree’s life CITY
LindoJi my tough baAk.HelZo thoAd

1 coixl^di'ijt be, 6UA^ who o-UUed me In winteA, because
uhznthe cold mcUhcA cornu, mij Icavu iall oU and 1 iell
io tVL&d I iUcp unUl SpUng m ‘a i
Oi couMe when I wake up J
ieel QAeat. TheAe'^ notfUng
like a good long Ae^{Aetklng
i>leep.

I'm the tAee on the eoAneA block neoA youA houie. Come
and vlfitt me when you walk to school one day. I could tell
you many 6toAte^ about the nelghbouAkood.

When I w<x6 boAn - a hundAed yeoAt ago - my motheA i,atd
I’d live to a Atpe old age because 1 gAew ^o quickly and
6tAongly. I had beautiful glo-66y gAeen leavet and extAa
long thick Aooti, Aeachlng out to 6uck up the undeAgAound
wateA. I loved to ^eel the wateA flowing up my tAunk to my
leaves, cooling them Instantly. 1 wot a gAeedy little tAee.

1 believe wateA tAavels downwoAds In people. How ^tAange!

I AemembeA the yeoA o,{
the dAought veAy welt. My
leaves weAe poAched and dAy.
My bAanches limp. I was des~
peAotely ■StAuggllng and

. gapping ,{oa coAbon dioxide.
People bAeath In oxygen,
Isn't that peculioA?

tAuck^loTdT./T mtLcea my 6oaaij 6tate and oAdeAed
^ ^ to me dally. It 6aved

In tho6e dayii the alA
oAound was ^Ae&h and clean, but
people cam. along with big noisy
machines, and made Aoads and
buildings all oAound me. They
bAutally pulled out my motheA
and bAotheAS and ^IsteAt, and
clumsily bAoke one o^ my bAanches.
It bled a lot Ofj .sap. How I
have a jscoa on my tAunk about
two metAes ^Aom the gAound. Soon
the alA became .smelly, dlAty and
o^ten too thick to bAeath In.
I ielt as l^ I would 6u^^ocatel
But mo^t 0^ all I hated the dogjs
who .stopped at my tAunk on thelA
way past. Oh how I wished someone
would move me to the countAy.

OveA the yeoAS I have made many ^{Alends. TheAe was a

family o£ possums living In my bAanches ioA many yeoAs.
{Most ojS them have~moved away to escape the local dogs.]
Olive Owl came eveAy night to hunt. HumeAous blAds Aoosted
undeA my thick foliage, dAy and woAm, and countless It'isects

mustratibns for this article by Carol Measures.

By the tme the jutu had come and uiaihcd the dutt away
the people ^d decided to teafi down the old iacto/iij on the
coaneA block and make a imaU poAk oAound me. I um ouUe
excAted when I saw all the activity. ^

How I'm old. My limbs oAe
gnoAled, knotted and twisted, but
I’m happlcA than I’ve eveA been.
The blAds and animals have come
back to live In my bAanches, and
people picnic on the gAoss oAound
my t^nk. I st^ su^eA the
visits 0^ passing dogs when thelA
owncAs let thm o^ ^oa a "Aan".
{When will they eveA leoAn?]
But now I can see the sky and ^eel
the ^uxsn and wind In my leaves.

54



I ●,

bmetriLje-r VoUxj'S rnembers hove c^ua inea

-^y heLning to rid oar trees o'
sucking anci (eof cKctu-Lag jiests,
iulce

[rao5 omx

l^ese

en^ravir^
5eTvi.ee.

/acio !y Irags, oar[€(ga.Lft. meaa
r

Lerjvs. What YOcan
u

c^uaLLpy
The- rriencLs oP The- Trees SocLetu ?

oPdcr to as a memirer
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Mm’s foBil Factories
see on the centre page, could be

Use
All of the creatures you

living in any one of the trees in your neighbourhood.
Then try to complete the table.this key to identify them.

(You may need to use your library.)
active in daytime.* Diurnal means

Nocturnal or

Diurnal

Native or

Introduced

Name INo.

/

1. Bee

Cicada

Saunders' Casemoth

Brushy tailed Possum

Tawny Frogmouth Owl
Spotted Turtledove
Tree frog

Caterpillar of Monarch
Butterfly (Larva)

Sparrow

Starling

Indian Myna

Ladybird beetle
Monarch Butterfly

Whitebacked Magpie

Snail

Earwig
Cockroach

Black Ant

Skink

Black field cricket

Silver Gull

Huntsman spider

Common Bat.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

/
7.

8.

9.

10.

11.

12.

13.

'Phol'osynl'hesis
The green factories are the leaves of plants and the

materials they use to make food are carbon dioxide and v/ater.
Leaves have breathing openings called STOMATA which take in
carbon dioxide from the air and release oxygen into the air.
The chlorophyll in leaves (the green colouring) absorbs
sunlight falling on the leaves and through a process called
PHOTOSYNTHESIS the leaves turn carbon dioxide and water into

a sugar called GLUCOSE. Some of this sugar is
starch and stored in tubers or roots.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

22.

23. y.

Ij.f y.

13^ are

huberfj.
( I WL6b
LViey’c/ 1
> KiC. o

nrinr^i) W Corrcfe care
roote.I <

pn euwobic
drill /

Onions ore

layer‘d oF lerivet-
q ixud . 1 111
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si Wendy, what
0= \ colon

● Pun

seals?Jcr;- Did you know that in the first 18 months
after Macquarie Island had been discovered,

over 120,000 Fur seals had been killed and

● - their skins taken? Within 10 years they had

been almost completely exterminated. Wally

Wendy also told Wally to tell us that the fur seals prefer

to live on the rocky parts of the island's shoreline. She said

they climb well and lie camouflaged amongst the boulders and

giant kelp strands at the ends of the beaches.

Each November the fur seal bulls(males) come ashore first to

claim territories and then collect harems of cows (females) at

breeding times.

o was horrified to hear this.

ii
This is what Wendy Wombat told her brother Wally in Victoria

over ham radio last week. Wendy's mother
has a kind friend Brian, who lets her

and Wally use his ham radio to talk

to Wendy in Sub-Antartica; and

Wendy (down there) uses her
friend David's ham radio

to talk from the

island.

Territorial boundaries are vigorously defend-
If a bull fur seal is charging
along inland, or towards the sea

through other seals'territories,
they will chase him and bite;

but only as far as the

edge of their chosen

space .... and so he

battles on-through
W A. the crowded

beach area.

Wendy said
that it was

bitterly
cold and

windy there.

They were all

wearing woollen
scarves, hats, coats and

gloves over their other layers '
of clothes. The New Zealand fur H
seals live close to the base and they

are able to visit them frequently.

VJendy is sure

that by the time

he gets from one

place to the other,

he must wish he'd never

had the idea in the first place!

She told Wally she was SO glad she
■■ wasn't a seal!

Well
.y

Wally, thay
or€ a

But Wendy continued with the story

saying that they were rather clumsy on

land, but in the sea they are agile and
graceful.

The effects of the years of exploitation are still evident

in the fur seal population. Around 1,000 seals now use the is
land

each year.

bluey-
qrey

but breeding is minimal; only 5 to 10 pups are born color..

It is possible for them to remain under
water for 20 minutes or more,

have short external ears.

ability to turn their back flippers forwards

and walk rather than wriggle on land,

adult male is around 2 metres long,
slightly larger than the female.

Fur seals were TOTALLY wiped out by sealers and it was MORE

THAN 100 YEARS before a pup was born there again. It makes

Wendy feel very sad. ALL other animals on Macquarie are quite
unafraid of people-.

In contrast, the enormous Elephant seals there seem to have

recovered since the slaughter last century and are now believed

to number about 100,000.

Fur seals

They have the

Nature Notes ... September 1984



Leaves come in an incredible .variety of sizes and
shapes. But all leaves manufacture food. The veins on

a leaf help support them as well as bring water to the
leaf and carry manufactured foods away.

Leaves are arranged on different plants in different
ways, but if you could see the tree from above, you would

notice that almost every leaf gets the same amount of sun
light because they turn to face the sun.

The pups are born early in December, a week after the mother

comes ashore.

2 months, for one more like that of their parents.

Families always live near protected shallow water, where pups

can play and learn to swim. Some of last years pups are always
ashore and will join in the play too.

They have a thick black coat that is shed after

Another difference among leaves is that some broad-
leaved trees have compound leaves - that is, a number of
smaller leaflets attached to a central stem.

Sirnple eaves*
*

TBircallel
veins.#

Wendy also said the mother seals stay on the island for 4-6

months, nursing the pups until they are weaned,
make short trips to sea to feed,

which is more than 12 TIMES the fat content of human milk, which

explains the fantastic 90 grams PER DAY growth rate of the pups!
Super mums!1

«
The mothers

Seal milk contains 45% fat

orror^Q'zrf^enY^ueaT

fGibR7y£L^
there's a FurS '

seal after me.'y s
Fortunately, little Wendy told Wally

the bull fur seals have a distinctive

and very strong smell, so if she or her

workmates approach them up-wind they ar<
not always taken by surprize 1

However she says, we have all been

chased at times by angry bulls and
believe me, fur seals are MUCH FASTER
on land than elephant seals 1

oobWed

eavea
oUecf lePoor Wendy. avee

Compounc

'eoV-Ker- like
paVVem A^

since 1981 the distinctive Yellow

Chested Kerguelen species of seal has
been seen on the island and

eaves
an occas-

QO -
ional visitor is the predatory
Leopard seal that gets its name from

the spotted appearance of the under
side of its coat. Bo rosebbeIt kills penguins.

Its only enemy is thewhich form the greater part of its diet,
killer whale..

Oppo&ibeWixtuAe ... Se.ptmbeA,S4, By Wilma Prohasky
pabberm



t>\o vou saV
H,5uWV,^H£ sanctuary

REUAX AMO eMy>y

S££.|M& ^TH£ AieiMALS
IM THElft

IS SUCH A
ftCAUTiFuL PLACe^
Os«T

1:

IT
peaceful

3i
3
c

HO»^l

U^iAT V
At<3

r ut Me

6>€T A

I PHOTO,
5S^DADj;*

\ WAWT
AM

iCE-CilfcAA!'

S eng^&ow^Ti ->. :si

Nature Notes is a Maroondah Regional Publication.
Registered by Australia Post. Publication No. VBH0881
P.O.Box 28, Ringwood East, 3135. Phone (03) 879 1263

L.


