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In winter^eating a steaming hot steak and mushroom pie

is.a delicious way to warm up. Rather than buying them

from the supermarket ..some families like to pick their
own mushrooms. .■ ■ ■ ''"'' 	

LOOK CLOSELY AT WHAT YOU HAVE PICKED.IT IS A MUSHROOM IF.,.

...'it smelts like one....it has a thick stalk Cat least as

thick as one of your fingers),...it has a creamy white top

....its underneath is pinkish-brown (for a young mushroom)

or brownish-black (for an older mushroom).Small 'button'

mushrooms or very young unopened 'meadow' mushrooms have a

creamy white 'skin' on the underneath part which falls away

when the mushroom opens out.': * *’ *

HOW DO MUSHROOMS GROW?

Mushrooms and other toadstools

are part of a big plant 'family'

called fungi .Fungi' picnts have .●

been grouped together because

they grow and make new

plants in almost the /'
same way, ■'
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How can you tell MO

SUNBURN
●. , for (
● \ MEi /

Wash your
hands very
carefully
after
handling
' toadies '.

the difference

between mushrooms

and toadstools?
y/j

TJnlike green plants who use

;the sun to help them make
■:their ov'^n food..the important

ipart of a mushroom grows

●underground. 	

See the spores? \ThiS iS 0 hard

question to answer,\
\ Mushrooms are really

■●\only a sort of
\\ toadstool that aro

'■●A good to
eat.

Before you begin to

collect your own mushrooms^

mum or dad may warn you not

to pick toadstools. They might

W

; Mushrooms often grow
! when heavy rain is ■ _

followed by a sunny:day
f kve

these

. ●';*i

tell you that toadstools ore

poisonous. Eating them by

mistake could make you very’sick.

; Put a mushroom (with the underneath facing the paper) on

ra clean piece of white paper. Leave it there for a day

: then lift it up. What you see are spores.Spores are

●spread by the wind to new places where they grow intn;new
I Plant.':.

)

mushrooms?



he dnimd s on our coins
by D. Brydon

Not a very cuddly animoLeh? Yet the echidna's spines

protect it well from hungry animals looking for

food. Echidnas are found in all parts of

Australia and Nuigini.

The Echidna (or spiny anteater) has a very long

tongue. It is covered with a sticky mixture like

glue. By sticking his tongue in and out very quickly^

the echidna collects plenty of termites or ants to eat, ■ .

Echidnas are good swimmers^too.

If attacked by another animoLthe echidna

rolls himself up into a tight prickly ball.

If he has enough time^he will use his very

strong claws to bury himself underground.

Do 9°
ni rru

into the
vSoummir

In Tasmania^ echidnas

mainly eat ants.In

dry^hot places they

mainly eat termites

(who haye more

water in them).
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Echidnas are born in an egg.When the egg hatches,

the baby lives in his mother's pouch,Look at the

baby echidna at the top of the page. What other

Australian animal do you think he looks like?
FHOTOS: ^Wildlife Heritage'.
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'IH GLAD YOU
DON’T HIBERNME)

^
Well,winter
f'ind

Some animals,like
frogs and snakes

here again and many of
It hard to get cut of

^oid and dark

i 'NH^T A
shocking NOiSEyou Will

■HUKRY^P
SLOW
'--COACH

bed on these

V/hen does winter

9

are cold blooded.mornings,
months of the

%
start? Which

^onths? Around the 21
had the shortest day of the
On this day,the

late in the

tc bed^

They need the
year are winter

of June we ■ ;
warmth of the simst 0

to keep moving
yea.r.

Up* very
morning and *

aro\uid,just like aHOTI sun

WEATHER
200 KM./ car needs petrol.

goes bad
.1^ h In winter,the sun-very early^at

light is not warm
A

^ough.N,'●A \

..J
Bears are not cold

Many birds
fly thousands of

warmer

places and fly back again in
spring or summer.

blooded but in winte

it is hard for them to
7 Icilometres to

find enough food.

j# Do you play
f the same /

games in /
winter and /
summer? /

ivTiy or why /
not? /

To stay aliTe,many

animals hibernate (or go
sleep) for the winterto

animals find it

hard to stay alive in winter,
^fhy do you think this is?

and wake up again in
Many plants and +●

he spring

How many of you saw a

lot of hair falling
The Australian feather-

out of your cat orDo plants tail glider hibernatesgrow much =

in winter? Are there |
many flowers in

dog in the summer?
for 2 or 3 days at a

This is called
Some trees and shxnibs lose
their leaves in autumn and
have no leaves

time. Then he wakes up.
moulting. Why do

your garden now?

How could you find out
whether a plant was
growing or not?

finds some food and goes

back to ’sleep *,
you thinlc cats and

dogs moult in summer?

In winter,cats and dogs^
grow much thicker,warmer
fur.

in winter.
Are there any of these in
your garden? Most of these
plants come from other
countries where

the ground for most of winter
Most Australian plants keep
their leaves in winter (like

gum trees).

4-snow lies on
On those cold wet days when
mum or dad won’t let you play

outside,some of you may wish
that we didn’t have a winter

at all. In Singapore (a place
far away over the sea)children
do not different v;eather

i In winter,the

\ caterpillar inside
this cocoon grov/s
into a ...

\

Write down or draw all the
different ways people try to '

keep warm and dry in winter,
front cover may help ypu do this.

/ ixi stimmer,autvimn,winter and
) springol^ould you like every day to be theThe

wmiiMiHiiiiiiiii irmi ~rTr~rTTrTTinnT-rrrrrTirnni^ same?
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There ore many
different sorts
cf fungi.Not all
of them have the
same shape or

color as mushrooms !
or toadstools. ;
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; Coral
fungi
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Collect as many different
of fuoai as you can.Store them
in jars filled with white
vinegar.Make labels for the
jars saying where the fungus
was found^who found it and
what it looks like.The vinegar
will probably make its
color fade.
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