


Natural mimics

Mimics are tricksters.
They fool S
their enemies
by imitating
another animal
or plant.
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1§ you had an enemy who
wanted to eat you alive
ou would thy very hand
not to be caught.

You would have two
choices. Eithen

you ceuld hun away,
thir would not be
much use 4§ your
enemy could run
fasten than you,

on you could hide
benind on amongst
something and keep
verny sLLeE.,

Stick insects nest with theirn front
Legs out sthaight. This makes th
Look even more Like Awigs.

This is what mimics do.
But not only do theu Reep very
sE40L, they akso pretend to be

part of what they are hiding amongst

Some atick insects a,uo“ |

Most mimics are insects, although some othern animals are
mimics Loo. There ane <nsects which Look Like fLowens and
Leaves, insects which Look €ike sticks, thoans orn bank
and some which Look {ike othen {nsects.
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They are all mimces. They have
developed this Lngenicus way of
protecting themselves from ham.
04 course, mimics cannct change
back again into what they once
wene. Over thousands of yearns they
have grown to Look exactly Like the
plant cn animal which they are
AMLLating.

his moth 45 a perfect neplica
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and beetles. By copying these colouns the mimics fool thein
enemies Lnfo belleving that they too, are poisonous.

Most mimics arne noctuwwnal. They geed and move only at night.
Duning the day they 'jreeze' into thein daytime positions.
They are even mone difficult to see when they are completely
SELLL. ‘

with a partner and mimic
insects in front of your class,
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DRAN THESE MINIBEASTS W/lERE ARE Y0U?
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55 \“ rite these words thce on separate
A card ;
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Hand out to a group of people. Wﬁ
pitLl BUG Don’t show your card to anyone, lator
\L BYou must nomeVe in the way vour minibeast
T E R S “ h would move. A0 i g
alerpillar
S L A : , 7F1nd the animal moving in the same woy as you are
Can vou think of other insects - X
to fina your minibeast partner.
to add to this list 7222 o N 5



S YOUR LIZARD
LAT HOME
= ...and how

Outside enclosures should be in
a place that gets plenty of sun.

lizard from escaping and
other animals from attacking

f lizards are kept 1
tank, let them hib
=& winter un i
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If you keep them inside, you will "
need to keep them warm in winter
and summer, or else they might

catch a bad cold. Lizards do not
plike draughts or damp places.

If a lizard keeps his head up in
the air it means he is very sick.
Take him to a vet.

Blue tongues like temperatures
around 30* C. Stumpy tails like
temperatures around 35* C.
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sCuFFed up .
Feel awrul . ~

find a tick on his body,-
found near his ears) put
some parrafin oil on the tick.

Grab the tick firmly with tweezers
and pull it off the lizard's bodyv.
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1 metre tank enclosure for & large liz
. Larger tank for more lizards.
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a shallow water dish with
sloping sides (away from
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PEST STRIP on top of the fly wire ):@))?E;)
mesh at the top of the tank and -EE,éﬂgéz
then cover the top with a sheet Qf%b ‘KQEY
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F of plastic. Leave pest strip on 9 ; :
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every few weeks.
Pick up lizards droppings and food scraps

Feed lizard 2C
A healthy meal is a tablespoon of
finely chopped fruit and vegetables.

PLUS...a tablespoon of Pal dog foed
or Whiskers cat food and

boiled egg-. .- =
PLUS. ..a pinch of 'Petvite' (from Pet Shop)

Lizards also enjoy eating live snails,
worms, insects, dandelions & blossom.
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B Plants as a sheiter
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PHOTOCOPY THIS PICTURE AND STICK IT
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ON TO A PIECE OF WHITE CARD. 3L
@ COLOUR IT IN AND CUT IT oUT. & | N\
j N (@) USE SPLIT PINS TO JOIN IT ALL TOGETHER., Q%) What are these? \\/1//
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What is this spider and wha \\ﬂ 4
is it waiting for? \ ‘.\\5’
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o Follow a beetle.
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Grasshoppers feedon ... Is __/"’
this a male or female? B
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¢///Follow an ant to see where it
is going.

This is a cocoon. How many
olher egg cases or cocoons
can you find?

This ladybird is looking foL
food - what?

N
| What has been eating this a8y W\ (A}

leaf? \W\ J
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How many slaters can live \\"7:

s under a single plant? LW AN o

Now go outside and lo

ok around. ®*




ANT-~-MIMICKING SPIDER

As its name suggests, this spider
feeds on ants which it traps by luring
the prey towards what seems like just
another ant. To do this, the spiders
have evolved a shape and markings on
their abdomens which, from behind,
actually make them look like ants. -
Sometimes they hang from a silk  Ant-mimicking Spider
thread which is attached to a branch -
used as a pathway by the anis. As the
insect goes to investigate the other
‘ant’ down the line, the spider seizes it
Others mimic the unusual behaviour of
certain ants . . . with the same results.
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