


Most !nl)nlcs a.n.e. Lnstc.ts, attkougk some othzn. animoits o/ie
mA.\nic.s too. cuie. 'tyisects tolvick took tike and

leaves, inse.cts Mlvich took ttkz sti-cks, thO'i.n.s ok baKk,
ayid some ivkich look Ctkz otkzK insects.

fNatmalmimics

Mimics are tricksters.

They fool
their enemies

by imitating
another animal

Tkey oKc all )i\t)nics. They have
developed t^its Ingenious way o^
pKotecting themselves ^Kom hay‘un.
0^ couAse, mimles cannot change
back again Into what they once
weKe. OveK thousands o^ yeoKs they
have gKown to look exactly -tike the
plant OK animal which they oJie
Imitating. ^

Some stick Insects also
mimic lexLves.

\ ● '?

V ^

his moth Is a peKiect Kepll.ca
a bKoken twig.

IjS you had an enemy who
wanted to eat you all\'e
^woa would tKy veKy hatd

aoi to be caught.
Vou would have two
choices. titkcK

you could Kun away,
tku. would not be

muc^i use li youK
enemy coa£.d Kun
{osteK than you,
OK you could hide
behind oK amongst
something and keep
veKy still.

Some mimics lmi.tate the woKnlng colouKs 03 poisonous butteJi^lUes
and beetles. Sy copying these colouKS the mimics -^ool tkelH
enemies Into believing that they too, axe poisonous,

liost mimics oJte noctuKnaC^ They ^eed and move only at night.
VuKlng the day they ' ^(Keeze' Into thelK daytime positions.
They axe even moKe dli{^lcult to see when they a'.-e completely
still.

Stick Insects Kest with tkelK ,(Kont
legs out stKolght. This makes the^
look even moKe tike twigs.

WjThis Is what mimics do.

But not only do they keep vejuf
still, they also pKetend to be
pant ojS what they axe hiding amongst

With a partner and i;.hiiic

insects in front of your class.



WHERE ARE yOU7ESEDRAW Tf

1 USE THIS LIST OF WORDS.
t millioede
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silverfish
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^ C cockroacn

WO R At grasshopper

Ci

0 earwig

Write these words twice on separate

$ corcLS^

f SNA/L SNAUC
/
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Shuffle the cards.

Hand out to a group of people,

Don't show your card to anyone.

A S’
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slater

PILL BUG
in the way your arinibeastlYou must now

would move

71 caterpillarFind the animal moving in the same way as you are

to fina your minibeast partner

S *'
Can you think of other insects

to add to this list ??'’?? 5
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keep them insideIf you you1

need to keep them warm in winterl

« and summer, or else they might
V catch a bad cold. Lizards do notBk

m
m

^ Outside enclosures should be in

a place that gets plenty of sun.

wmI

netting over top to stop

lizard from escaping and

other animals from attacking

If a lizard keeps his head up in
the air it means he is very sick.
Take him to a vet.

Blue tongues like temperatures
around 30* C. Stumpy tails like

temperatures around 35* C.

f (often found near his ears) out!(

some parrafin oil on the tick.

Isc their.ranK 1 r*;

winter £. rouncer :rs.a.
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If you find tiny mites under the A>

scales of the lizard place a%

z- PEST STRIP on top of the fly wireffjg

! mesh at the top of the tank and

I I then cover the top with a sheet
-5i of plastic. Leave pest strip on

I tank for a SHORT time only!

Clean the tank and wash and dry the stones

every few weeks.

Pick up lizards droppings and food scraps

Feed lizards fresh foo< every day.^
S'?

A healthy meal is a tablespoon of
fruit and vegetablechoppedfinely

PLUS...a tablespoon of Pal dog food
Whiskers cat food andor

boiled egg.●●
(from Pet Shop)PLUS...a pinch of 'Petvite

Lizards also enjoy eating live snails,
insects, dandelions & blossom.worms,

%
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ANT-MIMICKING SPIDER

As its name suggests, this spider
feeds on ants which it traps by luring
the prey towards what seems like just
another ant. To do this, the spiders
have evolved a shape and markings on
their abdomens which, from behind,
actually make them look tike ants.
Sometimes they hang from a silk
thread which is attached to a branch

used as a pathway by the ants. As the
insect goes to investigate the other
ant’ down the line, the spider seizes it
Others mimic the unusual behaviour of
certain ants ... with the same results.

Ani.mimicking Spider
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