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'As we head towards 2000, it is important to
take the time to reflect on the past year and
look towards the coming year.

1999 has been a year of great achievement
by Council for the Maroondah community.
It has been one where my fellow
Councillors and staff have once again
shown their commitment to the people of
this City.

In a significant milestone, Council’s policy
to pay off its accumulated debt from
Capital Works programs, will see Council
loan debt free before Christmas, 1999.

We have also seen many successful funding
submissions, from which many members of
the Maroondah community continue to
benefic. In particular, we were successful in
receiving an additional $1.215 million for
the Maroondah Federation Estate, making a
toral subsidy of over $3.2 million for this
$4.3 million project. We also received
increased funding for our Home and
Community Care programs.

We have also seen greater efficiencies across
many areas of Council, allowing a greater
provision of service. We are continually
striving to improve on our already high
standards.

Now, we, as a Council and as a community,
look to the future and share in its hope and
opportunities. .

Some immediate bright lights on the
horizon are the construction of the
Maroondah  Federation  Estate, che
Maroondah Festival in February, the
election of a new Maroondah City Council
in March, che Winter Arts Program in July
and our regular activities for community
participation throughour the year.

I'm sure | speak for my fellow Councillors
when 1 say that we look forward to sharing
in the future of our wonderful City of
Maroondah.

BUSY BUSINESS... Small business operators reached a whole new market when they participated in
the Small Business Expo at Eastland Shopping Centre in late October.

Maroondah residents may have visited a local Small Business Expo at Eastland Shopping
Centre on 22 October.

The Expo was jointly organised by Council, the Eastern Business Network, and the Business
Enterprise Centre of Swinburne University of Technology TAFE Division,

Local small businesses were able to display their products and services, exposing cheir
businesses to a much larger market.

Participating businesses showcased beauty, healch and cleaning products, naturopathy
services, promotional and fundraising products, secretarial services, mortgage brokers,
health & safery services, web design products, and physiotherapy, remedial, relaxation

strerching and exercise services.
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For furcher information about the Small Business Expo, contact Josephine Lo Presti,
Council’s Economic Development Officer on 9871 0278.

Recent surveys have shown chat Maroondah
residents consider waste collection services as the
most important services provided by Council.

Council has recently prepared a Waste
Management Strategy which aims to reduce the
amount of domestic waste going to landfill and
encourage a greater level of recycling and
composting.

Waste collection services in Maroondah are
currently provided under a number of different
contracts. When the current domestic waste and
recycling collection contracts expire in April
2001, Council proposes to standardise the service
and introduce che following initiatives:
Domestic Rubbish

All Maroondah residents will have the option of
choosing either an 80 or a 120 litre mobile garbage
bin for domestic waste. Residents who choose an
80 litre bin will receive a reduction in their garbage
rate (currently estimated to be $20 per year).

Green Waste

All Maroondah residents will have a four weekly
collection of green waste. The green waste collection
is for bundled branches and prunings as well as for
grass clippings and leaves in resident supplied bins.

Hard Waste

Hard waste will continue to be collected six monthly.

Recycling

Council is considering options for the recycling

services and invites residents to comment on the

following two options under consideration:
Option 1:

Weekly collection of recyclables using a 50 litre

black crate and a weekly collection of paper and
cardboard left bundled on the nature strip.

Option 2:
A fortnightly collection using a split 240 litre
mobile garbage bin for both paper and vecyclables.

ave your say

Council will, select one of these options based on
feedback from the community.

“The new system is designed to help us reduce
our waste by providing a smaller garbage bin
option together with expanded recycling
services,” Maroondah Mayor Cr Maureen Naylor
said. .
“It will also bring all areas of Maroondah under
the one waste management system and reduce
the number of contractors providing services,”
she said.

Comments on the proposed new domestic waste

and recycling services are welcome and should be
made in writing and addressed to:

Mt Phillip Turner

Manager Integrated Planning
PO Box 156

RINGWOOD 3134

CURRENT SERVICE

$10 discount for 80 L

Weelkly
Discount for 80 L
to be determined

Split 240 litre

in garbage rate

$8 per year increase
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Construction has commenced at che
Maroondah Federation Estate, at the site of
the former Ringwood Primary School, in

Greenwood Avenue, Ringwood.

Maroondah Mayor, Cr Maureen Naylor said
building began after details were confirmed
for Council’s purchase of the former school site
from the Department of Education.

“We are very excited that work has already
begun. Council is very conscious of keeping
disruptions in the immediate vicinity of the
site to a minimum,’ she said, “We have
established hours of work for our builders
and we will also have security guards working
throughout the construction phase,” Cr Naylor said.

She said the Steering Committee responsible
for keeping the project on track was working
to ensure the project was completed by
January, 2001.

“Our Steering Commirttee and various sub-
committees have been working with members
of the community, local residents, architects,
landscapers and heritage consultants to ensure
the Federation Estate is completed on time
and on budget,” she said.

“The Steering Committee is also planning a

out the weeds

Many people are not aware that weeds and weed invasion is one of
the most serious and expensive land degradation problems in
Australia. Weeds cost Victorian agriculecure around $360 million
each year and cause significant environmental and ecological damage.

There is also significant damage done by weeds in Maroondah,
which are introduced into our home gardens and eventually spread
to our parks and reserves, putting at risk our indigenous species.
Climbers and creepers such as English Ivy and Wandering Jew are

particularly dominant within Maroondah.

To combat the spread of pest plants and weeds, the Maroondah and

Knox City Councils have
developed a guide rto
identifying and eradicating

environmental weeds.

The Pest Plants guide
details treatments for
eraclicating various common
weeds. Copies of the
guide are available from
Council’s three Service
Centres, listed on the

back page of chis Focus.

POSING A THREAIL..
Climbers and  cregper plants
such a5 Wandering Jew, put
anr fndigenons species of plants
at risk.

couple of open days next year to show the
community how work is progressing on the
project,” she added.

The project will include two facilities on the
one site; a lifestyle centre and a cultural arts
centre.

The new lifestyle facility will be purpose built
for the use of community groups, with a major
focus on older adults and people of non -
English speaking backgrounds. The culture
and arts centre will be a place of learning,
work and creativity, catering for both amateur
and professional artists.

The Maroondah Federation Estate is jointly
funded by Council, the Victorian Government’s
Community Support Fund and the Federal
Government Department of Communication,
Information Technology and the Arts.

For further information conract any of Council’s
Service Centres, listed on page 8 of this Focus.

ALL SET.. (L-R) Council’s Director City
Services and Resources, Lydia Wilson, Chief
Execietive Officer Michael Marasco, Mayor Cr
Manreen Naylor and project architect Leigh
Mattingley get ready to turn the first sod,

 Australians

Mr Ron Ryff of Mooroolbark
was drawn the winner of a $400
mountain bike, for his efforts
in participating in a Volleyball
game on Active Australia Day
on 10 October. Ron, left, accepred
his prize from sponsor Wheels
in Motion Ringwood Manager,
Dayid Paton
Recreation Office, [Jeanecce

Edgar.

Entrants in the Maroondah City Council and Maroondah Mail 1999
Photographic Competition, “Discover Maroondah - Full of Surprises”
gave the judges many different views of Maroondah.

Fourteen photographers provided almost 90 photographs for the judges
to select just three photos as prize winners. The quality of the shots
made choosing a winner and runners-up a difficule task for judges,
Mayor Cr Maureen Naylor, Elizabeth Kallend of Leader Newspapers,
local MP Lorraine Elliott and Nigel Roper of Croydon Camera House.

“This year's entries reflected the diversity of locations throughout
Maroondah and showed that Maroondah is indeed full of surprises.
Congratulations to all who entered,” Maroondah Mayor, Cr
Maureen Naylor said.

“Our winners highlighted some very different views of Maroondah
and given their quality, I think this is why they were chosen as
worthy of prizes,” she said.

The judges awarded first prize of a new Pentax cameral (value
$600) to Dean Jones for his shot of Main Street Croydon, titled
Maroondab at night.

FIRST PRIZE WINNER... (atbove)
Dean _Jones won first prize for his shot
of Craydon Main Street at night.

Second prize went to Ron Cahill for his untitled work of three

THIRD PRIZE WINNER... (right)
Dianne Cutting took out third prize
with her shot at the Ringwood
Clocktower.

children crossing a stream (see our front cover), and Dianne
Cutting rook third prize for her entry, Names in Gold - ANZAC.
Second and third prizes were $100 and $50 worth of film
and processing.

All prizes were provided by Croydon Camera House and Pentax,
who have sponsored the competition since its inception in 1996.

Many residents may not be aware of the role Council plays in
supporting the Maroondah community.

In addition to Councillors representing Maroondah's interests on
regional and state committees, Council acts as a community
advocate in matters affecting planning and neighbourhood
amenity, such as the recent lopping of canopy trees in Bonnie
View Road, Croydon.

Council also works with State and Federal Government
departments to obtain funding for specific projects, such as the
Maroondah Federation Estate and the Maroondah Festival and on-
going programs, such as Home and Community Care programs
and business development programs.

In particular, all Councils in Vicroria apply for funding for Home
and Community Care (HACC), from a limited pool of money.
HACC services provide community based services to frail older
people, those with a disability and their carers in order to increase
independent living, maintain their quality of life and prevent
inappropriate admission to residential care.

Festive Greetings

The new year will bring all residents many challenges, as we
% all endeavour to manage the demands of our families, friends,
e community and our professional lives. Part of the
¢ challenge is finding the right balance.

Maroondah Mayor, Cr Maureen Naylor said Council is looking to
the future and the anticipated needs of those requiring assistance
in coming years.

“Over the past few years, Council has been actively seeking
solutions for bridging the gap between anticipated needs and real
funding. It's imperative that we see a greater focus on funding for
many essential services, especially home care,” Cr Naylor said.

We would like to thank the Maroondah community for their
continued support of the Council and their participation in our
community's life throughout the last year.

80, as we approach the festive season and the new millennium,
we extend to the Maroondah community, our best wishes for
a very safe, peaceful and happy Christmas and a prosperous
New Year.

“Council has a progressive outlook and will continue to advocate
for all sections of the Maroondah community, to ensure we
continue to care, grow and prosper,” she finished.

and Council’s
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Leadi
eading
th e fl e l d There is no better time than now to review your home emergency equipment and supplies,

A 18 ) in preparation for the coming summer and new year celebrations.
The Municipal Association of Victoria (MAV)

has recently announced cthat Maroondah As many Victorians’ learnt from the gas crisis in September 1998, accidents and disasters
Council has ranked fifth in year 2000 (Y2K) can happen ar anytime, or anywhere, and without any reason.

readiness out of the 78 municipalities and 17 “Preparing now is the best way to limit che impact of accidents on you, your family and AN
regional libraries throughout the State. your property,” Maroondah Councillor Neil Rose said. \

This achievement is largely due to Council's “By preparing, you can save yourself a lot of inconvenience when an accident occurs. For
efficient Information Technology roll-out and some people, it’s as simple as having a torch and a well-stocked firsc aid kit in che car, f
the upgrade of computer systems and network. whereas for others, it’s a case of having enough non-perishable food and water at their

: convenience,” he said.
Upgrades allow for the continuous i

improvement of the systems currencly in use Particularly for peogle who suffer from medical conditions, it’s a case of making sure chey
and also helps to protect Council from problems have enough medication on them,” he added.
associated with the Millennium Bug. Councillor Rose provided a checklist for residents to use when planning for emergencies or

- accidents, which includes the following cips:
Most of these new systems and software needed : e

to be in place for the new financial year,” * Keep your car’s petrol tank above half full.
Maroondah Councillor Les Willmotet said. ® In case the power fails, plan to use alternative cooking methods. /'-,:‘
‘I believe the results for Maroondah reflect che ® Have extra blankecs, coats, hats, and gloves to keep warm. { \

wisdom in dedicating resources to our upgrade * Have plenty of flashlights and extra batteries on hand.
and Y2K readiness — we are in a very good

* Do not use candles for emergency lighting.
position for the year 2000,” he added.

® Make sure your first aid kit is fully stocked.

* Have plenty of non-perishable foods available and a manual can opener,

* Examine your smoke alarms on a regular basis. If you have smoke alarms that are hard-

wired into your home’s electrical system (most newer ones are), check to see if they have £ .
OV\/C aS e battery back-ups. t
O e 8 re a-t * At the end of daylight saving, replace bacteries in all smoke alarms as a general fire safety a tC t e Sp lrl O H %
]

precaution.

®
U S I n S S * Keep a battery-operated radio or television if needed in an emergency. Ch rls tm as

Members of Maroondah’s Business Advisory

Elise and Declan (prep) joined Maroondah
Mayor Cr Maureen Naylor and Principal

Come along and enjoy one of Maroondah's most popular events of the year, the 1999 Carols

Board aim to hold an Internacional Business

$) i 2 ol I £ hi by Candlelight celebrations. Neville Lyngcoln to turn the first sod of soil
showcase in 2000, following che success of this i ; i i . T ~ Yarra Vallew
u' C | ( ml\ 1[\( i € SLCC e rea y Or As in previous years, Council is conducting two Carols by Candlelight events in for the newest additions to the Yarra Valley
Years cvent at the Kalrru yKa ventre. ; recen[l ! The 5(;11001 ;md
e I v I a 0 o I l d a h e Macoondah. Anglltdr:l S(.]'IOO-I y " 1
P s et et Cout e ' > The first is at Croydon Park on Sunday 12 December from 7.30pm, featuring the Croydon surrounding  neighbours  were  brought
Y T \ irst is a ‘ & ; B s At cess
Cossari said, “The Internacional Business z ' ) i I formers and guest artist Trevor together in an effcctive consultation process to
' Wind Symphony, the Maroondah Singers, local perfo g

S 7 i i isc ew developments at the school.
Showcase was a fancastic success, The whole discuss ne P

LA J . /

2 = b Alexander from the Renaissance Opera Company.
e e s ampnmenly developing & ‘ .. ‘ \| The second is at Ringwood Lake Soundshell on:Saturday 18 December from 8.00pm and
e O TR Foafoel ol ot o s ; : feacures the City of Ringwood Band, the Fabulous Nobodys Choir, Betty Opitz from the

| overseas markers”, Festival and predice chac it will be Victoria State Opera and the Ringwood Heights Primary School Choir.
1 o - 3 G - & C.
bigger and better than ever before!

day provided business owners and operators

T : - . - ; ; P i : i schedule to be
[he day consisted of a Business Breakfase for “Of course, Santa will be visiting both events, taking time out from his busy

The Festival, to be held on Sunday

160" people, a networking function for 150 20 February, 2000, will once again be i . - b y with Maroondah families,” Maroondah Councillor Nick Kirmos said. B :
people; two seminars on doing business in Asia jam packed full of entertainment o ) . & , y = “These will be great nights of fun for the whole family,” he added. For n}m‘e information
and Europe, arcraceing over 100 people and offering percussion workshops and parade, crafc T —8 about the Carols by Candlelight festivities, call Jeanetce Edgar on 9871 0380.
‘ numerous business displays. markets, international ll'Sine, a  youth
| : component known as D-Rail, inline skating
This year’s showcase was an initiative of the displays and competitions, live bands, circus skills
Board and was organised by Council in workshops, street performers, expos galore, children’s rides/activities and plenty more to - = . \
conjunction with representatives from che keep the entire family entertained. Co u nc‘ I Meetl ng Da.tes
Ringwood and Croydon Chambers of The most important ching of all is that the majority of attractions are FREF! |

Members of the Maroondah community are invited to actend Council meetings, which

. : : community organisations in | commence at 7.30pm in Council Chambers, Braeside Avenue, Ringwood on the following
various interactive displays and in che Communiry Marquee, The marquee will be used for cfl =

showcase” their organisation to a very captive Festival audience, | Sy chIngs:

o . . LI - e o . | L

If organisations need new members, wane o raise their local profile or want to give outr | e 6 December, 1999 ® 13 December, 1999
4 3

information on their services, che Festival is the perfece vehicle to do ir! i « 21 February, 2000 o 6 March, 2000

Commerce and Induscry. A major focus of the Maroondah Festival is the involvement of

“I think many business operators and owners .

_ community groups to
wene away with a greater knowledge and

appreciacion for pushing into new markers
overseas. It was also very useful for business to If you would like to be involved in the 2000 Maroondah Fescival call the Festival Office on : 18 March, 2000, and will be
learn what cype of suppore is available from che 9724 4. Eleccions for a new Maroondah City Council are dt-le dos | be ad r’ ;sed ;xtensivel in
conducted by full postal voting. Information on elections wil es ver S ?r -
lacal newspapers berween now and the election date. Votes gheea re-turlne )f‘ 13 d
March, 2000. A schedule of Council meeting dates for 2000/2001 will be confirmed an

available to Maroondah residents after this meeting.

Stuce and Federal Governments, and whar issues LOOK OUT FOR YOUR FREE FESTIVAL PROGRAM WITH THE NEXT

they may come up againse,” Cr Cossari said. EDITION OF THE MAROONDAH FOCUS IN FEBRUARY. 2000,

THE FLAG... Vilunteers from the Stare F ergency Service, St Joban Ambulance,
Mersondaly Advice Service and Festival arganssers get set for the 2000 Maroondab Festival,
Photo Conrtesy Maranndab Jourual,

T
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Just in time for your Christmas
Party planning, Council’s Economic
Development Unic has just released a revised
edition of the very popular Dining Out Made
Easy in Maroondah booklet.

The booklet is a handy colourful guide to
help residents and visitors choose a dining
venue within the City.

Dining Out Made Easy lists restaurants by
cuisine, casual dining and café locations,
hotels, bars and clubs, accommodation, bed
and breakfasts, reception and conference
venues and theatres, cinemas and nightspots.

The largest section of the guide is the
Restaurants by  Cuisine  category,
which  includes Chinese, Malaysian,
Cosmopolitan, Greek, Indian, International,

day 26 January,

Italian, Swiss, Japanese, Modern, Mongolian
and Thai.

Booklets are available free of charge from
Council’s

three Service

Cenctres,

listed below.

Or if you

would like a

copy sent to
you, please ring
Josephine
Lo Presti on
9871 0278.

Maroondal"
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Small business

Marcondah City Council will host a series of
subsidised training courses for small business owners
and operators in 2000. Any first module costs $59,
with following modules priced at jusc $20. All
courses will be held at Maroondah Cicy Council Offices,
Braeside Avenue, Ringwood.
Financial Record Keeping
Each Thursday 10 February - 23 March, 6.30pm - 9.30pm
Human Resource Management

Each Wednesday 3 May - 7 June, 6.30pm to 9.30pm
Marketing

Each Wednesday 19 July - 23 A

Business Planning

ugust, 6.30pm - 9.30pm

Each Thursday 5 October - 9 November, 6.30pm - 9.30pm

To book into your course, contact Jo Lo Presti on 9871 0278.

Tlme d% 67

Want the most up-to-date llstmg (o} Maroonda.h
businesses and their services?

Get the 1999/20000 Marcondah Business
Directory, available in hard copy for $20 from
Council's Service Centres, lisced below, or in
CD-ROM format for $30! from the Economic
Development Unit. Contact Jo, Lo Presti for
further informacion on 9871 0278.

AT YOUR SERVICE...

The staff at each of Council’s Service
Centres will be happy to assist you
with your Council business.

City Offices Service Centre
Braeside Avenue, Ringwood 3134
PO Box 156, Ringwood 3134

Tel: (03) 9871 0222
Fax: (03) 9879 3534

Main Street Service Centre
50 Main Street, Croydon 3136

Tel: (03) 9722 9529
Fax: (03) 9722 9441

Ringwood Mall Service Centre
12 Civic Mall, Ringwood 3134

Tel: (03) 9876 9899
Fax: (03) 9876 8966

Maroondah On Line
Visit us on-line at
www.maroondah.vic.gov.au

Published by Maroondah City Council.
Designed and produced by Toothpicks Creative.
Printed in an environmentally conscious manner.




