The History OF:- 18 Vistn Avenue, Ringwood East

The Land

The curremt block bocated 41 18 Vista Avertue was anginally pant of an 80 acee block
granted w R Blovd on 12 March 1372, A Wallace Bruce subsequenily sold off a
puortaon of this land and on it te Duvies family erected the house “Reaghill” shonly
afier 1909. A 33 acre parcel of this eriginal bleck was subsdivided into 32 lots in June
§955. The subdivision consigted of 15 lots from | %% and 2 % sores amd seven senafler
biecks of wbour b3 acre fromting Bedford Road.

The 18 Vista Avenue block. then just over 2 acres was purchosed by Mr Camphell
Bovd, a local pharmacist, in 1956, The purchase price was £1000, Mr Boyd became
sock mav lomg alter acquiring the Land and affered the peopesty, ther a bush block, o
Dr Arthur G Stephens. Dv Stephens purchased the bbock for £2.500 in 1959, The
Mock was not immediately built on. Dr apd Mrs Siephens said they were not able w
afford a mm. &makﬁimg an B Visty Avenue bleck a1 the tim, 50 MW their hoase
from 302 Marcondoh Highway. near the cumrent site-of the Marpomdsh City Couneil,
1o the emmm lacation en the block.

The garden design was created by Gloriz Porker from Park Orehinnds and induded a
variely of roses omad unusun] species of plants.

The House

The house which was buill in 1939, was seocesslully moved in two pleces in 1972,
troe Maseondah Highway. under the railway crossing of Ringwood East and up
Soenic Avenue. The route through the milway crossing on Dublin Rosd reguired the
removal of the top four feet of roof fom the bullding so it would fit under the
overhead winss.

The banbdey was cut along the emrance hall and whes put legethes the join was
barcly percepiible, Thie sow cuts on each side of e howse when rejoined, were sald w0
lave muiched exoctly. There were originally two brick freplaces in the louse, e in
the lounge {an Adams design} and the sscond in the library. The libmry fineplace was
aol reopnstrucied after the ouse was relocated. The bricks and bluestone slabs, which
form o substantial part of the souciure of the foringl garden amund the house, wene
salvaged from the demolition of the Bumi Beidge Hotel. Dr Stephens bought 32
wruckboads of uncleaned bricks from the demolition contemctor for %1 per load
Presumably the demolition contractos had slready been paid to demolish, remove and
dump the building rubble by the developer of e Bumi Beidge shopping centrg and
mow was able (o on-zel] the bricks without the cost of disposal.

These brieks moke up the frst theee feet of the brick wall which encompasses the
sncred garden. This wall originally marked the stant of a terraeed aren which extended
hack o the Vista Avenue road frontage. The large bluestone siabs making up most of
the steps in the garden were the door steps on the old hotel and tite lorge square rough-

msde bricks were originally the foundation stones for the siumps of tie Buret Bridge
buildimg.

The terreced aneq and tand 12 the south of the eanis coun-(the cumment 16A 1o 16E
Vista Avenue) wos seld off to Bovis Homes after the mine vear covenant expired on
the lamsd.



