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ﬁyﬁﬁp I$ could be said that five sites have been involved in the history of Ringwood

vtate Sehools Antimony mining (ore was first taken out in 1069, but the main shaf
was sunk in 1874) and brickmaking broughd people to the Ringwood district, and,
after the passing of the 1872 Bducation Act, ihere being no schools nearer than
Birtfs Hill (not a govermment school) and Vermont (8.842022), Ringwood 5.5,1451

was opened on September 10, 1€74. This séhool, on Whitehorse Road; Ringweod Bant, "~
beyond the mine, became known as Casgls Scheol®y and existed as g separate school
under the same head teacher, l.r, Sdward Feehan Cass, uatil July 31, 1893,

Under the amalgemation scheme of Fr. Peacook, the ninister, of the school’s T2
pupils the senlor elasses from then on had to go te Ringwood 56502997 W1th #r, Cass
28 an assistant to the H,T,, lr, John Sweeﬁey, while the 4nfant elasses attended a
leased hall uear the Club Hotel tecause of the long walk that would have been nee=
escary. This annexe wes clesed in 1694, The unused building of 8.8.1451 was moved
o Kount Dandenong $.S. in 1500, but one acre of the original B-acre site remains
Education Department property, not far from the preéent Ringwood Bast 9,8, 4180,

narxet gardeners, erchardists and woodcutters at Hest Ringwood were able to pPor=
Suade the Department to establish o school there (despite protests from further eant)
on February 1, 1560, mainiy owing to the willingness of l.r. William Wity a ohemict
who conducted 2 general store at the cornes of Heatherdale and Whitehorse Roads, %o
lease & wattle~and-daub hut at a low rental for o trisl period ef four months,

This school, known as 8.5.2242, Nunawading North, was held %n these quite unsuitable
premises until September 3, 1885, when a new school building, with attached recide
erce, was opened further west in Whiteherse Road (it was later found %o have been
tuilt on the wreng blocke=lot 13 instead of lot 158)s The head teacher at the time
of its clesure eon November 29, 1889, was W;. Sweeney, who then became the firsi
head teacher of the new $,5.2997, Ringwood, which opened in Ringwood Street on
Lecember 2, 18689, near the railway station‘(in faoty, 4t wes officielly designated
"Mingwood Railway Btatioh SeBe' Yo distinguish it from thg‘than existing 'Ringwcod
Se801451'). This name reveals the raison d'tre of what became the main Ringwoed
Jtate Scheol, becanse it cane into teing as the result ofzpetifions and agitation
by the population that had grown ur z2round the reilway station, led by the stetion=
mastery Ir, John K. Turnbull, and Hev. R. Le Recd. The fouudation stoune was laid_
on August 15, 1889, by Mrs, Turnbull with z silver trowel presented by Cr, Thomas .
Grant (who, with his brothers, hud sold the land %o the Blucation Departmént fer
£100). This foundation stoné, with the active encouragement of Ringwood‘ﬂfatoricall
Research Group, was re-ercoted by the School Commitise in 1962 in the garden of the

present school in Creenwocd Avenue.

As the ene-acre site in Ringzwood Street lucked a head teacher's residencd, the
elosed Nunawaling North 3.8. weatherbcard tuilding was moved im 1892 for this pur-
pese o0 a block adjoining(ﬁt\on the north boundury, bought for ElO?-lS—ﬁ'frgm Ringe
wood Township Lstate Co, Ltd., The school was of brick, 50 fto x 20 £%., with the
infart grades accommodated in a gallery that was later renoved when elterations end
additions converted the school into a 3-elagsroom building. Following iire Sweeney's
death, end a two-year term as H.T, of a bigy tall Scotsman, I'r. James liclregor,
iire Alfred Hocking took cherre on Cctober 3p 1898, and remained Heed Feacher until
Fobruary, 1917,

During this period there wers some Pupils who leter achieved outstanding success
in their cereers, notably ¥Frofessor Stanley Morteue, who earned an international
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| reputation in c¢linical psychelosy el the University of Hawaii (still living &{n pe-

tirsment in lonolulu), tir Ronzld Fast (retired chairman of the State Rivers and
Water Supply Commiseion), Allan lawes (londing journalist who became famnous as a wap
correspondent ) and Arthur Aird (recently deceased former lezal amsistent for the
Police Devartment in the Crown Solicitor's office), who befora joining the publie
service was from 1912 to 1914 a teacher at Ringwood b.:.% ggg %ﬁa?rﬁgﬁeg§ the School
Committee from 1938 to 195 A

ﬂf Hre locking was succeeded by lre ¥illiam Brobeng who was H.T. from 1917 to 1931,
In the early ycars of this period the enrolment was 1ncreaaing, until overorowding
necessituted the siring of first the Mochanics! dnstitute and then a Methodist Hall
os wells Tho smallness of the site (and ite value as shopping sites) resulted 4n the
rejection of plans to build additions to the school, and the comsequent purchase of
2 3/-acre site in Creenwoocd Avenus for a new scheol. This wes part of a l5-acre
orchard belonging to Count von Horn (& (German migrant who had been shire president

at Warragul, and had becone a respected resident of Ringwood), He was paid £500.
Later; more laand was boucht from Mr, Arthur (reenwood %o give more frontage te Green=
wood Avenue. Several years were to pasgs before a fine brick schoel of elght class-~
rooLis Was bullt for L0713 :

The foundation estone was laid by Jir Alexander Pewﬁgck,gflnlater of Public Insiruc=
tioun, on Getober 21, 1921, with a silver trowecl &onated after his death by Lady Pea-
cock (to the school) where it shares a place in a trenhy cabinet with many cups and
shiclds won for aporting excelleucey marching, etc:] 335 pupils were transferred from
Ringwood Street with Hre PFroben and his staff on Jéiy 24, 1922, The bare grounds .
%Efva over the years been transformed with hany irees, shrubs, gardens aad lawsnc.

—

In 1942, in order to rationnlize the shape of the schoolzround, and to enable the
oreation of a special area wiih play equipment for the infant pupils, the Minister,
Mr. (aftervards 3ir Albert) Lind authorized purchase of lot 74 at the south-east
corner for 29C, and & vieit to declare the new playground efficially open was made on
Cotober 1, 1943, hy his successor, Hr. T. T. Hollway (later Premier of Victoria).

In 1947 the Iwsic and Speech Truiﬁing staff chese Ringwood S.8. for the introduct=
ion of the first recorder band in a2ny primery school in this State, because of the
keenness of the pupils with their fife band under an enthusiastic teacher. [ﬁther
teachers visited Ringwood for instiruction so that this instrument with better musical
poosibilities could be introduced into their schools alsé}

Conseguent on the post-liorld War II influx to Ringwood of outer suburban commuters
and the growih of local industries, orchards began to give way to housingy and the
school enrolment rose from under 500 in 1249 %o a veak of just under 1000, Relief
vwas guined temporarily with the hiring of church halls and permanently with the con—
gtruction of extra clacorooms and establishment of new scheoolse Two rooms were a?ded
in 1750, three im 1852, two in 1954, one in 1557, and four (the present detached
Junior Department building om a higher level) in 1958, Opening of Heethmont &.8,4688
and Eagtwood $.3.4702 eased pressure from the east. Iarly in 1956 the new Norwood
Ge3.4736 admitted 200 pupila Prom Ringwood S.8.2997 while further relief came in the
west from Antonio Park S.5.4844 and Heatherdale S.8§ 4904, Since many pupils were
transferred in 1965 to the new Southwood S.85.4857 it has been possible to uonvert
some of the clagsrooms for use ag centrel library, art and craft roomg and division-

2l remedial centre. The net enrolment in 1965 is 555
fr~ iC'i(:.‘f -5 "t DCY [eH‘ers (_—li‘C. ViEre ‘-?\C—Lfli\c“fccr‘ b@lu,ee,p\ Risﬁj‘tuooa‘ (b((t’t)fn_)
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v bl T Seton L Ry occd MNe. LA

.)r”r-(" >4




d

r

kL -

4c # N ¢

¥  HISTORY OF NINGWOCD STATE SCHOCL MO, 2997:  SUIARY (continued)s .- Paze 3,
In recent years the scheol has faken an active part in Education Week displays at

Besiland shop iug centre, and this is doubly appropriute as the site of the former

schocl tuilding and of the head teacher's rosidonce ic now part of the parking area

of Lastlande The jost office and State savinrs Dank occupy other parits of the site.
snace will not nermit meution of the nany fiae headmasters the scliool has had, but

one outstaading teacher cannot be overlooked. lNiso Daisy T'addock first taught at

Einzwood 5.5, in 1927 os a female ssuistant, class V, and remained there until 1941,
She returned to the school ten years later as Infant Fistressy, and served with great
distinetion in that capacity for & further ten years, retiring in December, 1961,

In 1556 Liss vaddock was honoured with the award of +the Lillian llorner liemowial Frize,
which she presented to the school, where it serves in 4the T.M,.'s office as on inspira=
tion %o her succecsors. i.iss . addocik eurned o unigue place in the esteemy, respect and
affocticn of pupils, parents end the Rinswocd eomiuaity zenerally, She is guest of
honour at the wrnuel reunions of "Tue Club 2997y composed of former pupils of the

neriod 1522=1531 lates cfaadmission. She still resides in Ringwood, %/




