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M`r It eould be said that five & ites h we been invo1ved ih tho hietor r of f1n wood

State ;school® Antimo ay ninin (ore was first taken out in 3369, but tho raain shy

wee sunk in 1874) and brickmakinq broumht people to the Itin ,•tiood iistrjctfl andp

after the passin, of the 1872 L'duc .tio i Acts there being no sohools noaror than

Birtss Hill (not a government aohoo1) and Ver9nont (s.S®1022) Rin rooc1 451

o ene€t on September 1Om 1874, This •school, on Whitehorse Rom 2 in iaoQ aatA.s'

beyon.el the mines became known ae °Casa°$ Schcole p and exisCed as a e+'eparate school

under thm sere head teacherfl ::r® Ldward Feehan Cassfl to ti1 July 31.E 18930

Under the amalgamation scheme of fir® 1'eaoooka the minicterp o£ the sehooV o 72

pupils the senior classes from then on had . to go to Rin-food S0S 92997 with i!ro Cass

as an assistant to the H.T®a fir® John Sweeney, while the infant classes attended a

leased hail near the Club Hotel Lecause of the long walk that would have boon no

eF3 iary. This annexe was closed in 1€94® The unused building of .8,5,1451 was moved

to i:ount Dandenong 3,2O in 1900, but one core of the original -acre site remains

IMucation Department property, not far from the present Ringwood East. 5,5, 41800

PL zx cot araenors9 orchardists and woodcutters at blest Rin wood wore able to por

suede the Department to establish a school there (despite protests fom.fuerthe east)
on February 1, 18809 mainly owing to the willingness of I r, idilliam itt a ohemiet

who conducted a general store at the cornea of ieathordale and 13hitehorse Roads, to

lease a wattle-end-daub but at a low rental for a trial period of four monthe

This school, known as 8.5,2242, Nunawading North, was held in these gviQte tansuiteble

premises until September 3. 18859 when a new school buildingp. with attached reei,d=

erce9 was opened further went in t hitehorse Road (it was later found to have boe'

built on the wrong blook lot 13 instead of lot 15). The ,head teacher at 'Izo time

of its closure on I ovember 29, 1889, was +:'r. Sweeney, who then beoame Cho at

head teacher of the new S®S.2997, Ringwood, which opened in RBnLtiood Street on

December 2s 1889, near the railway station (an fact, it was offic ally designated

'Ringwood Railway Station SOS.' to distinguish it from the then existing 'Ringwood

5.5.1451'). This name reveals the raison d' otre o? what became the main Rin ood

^tats School, because it came into being as the result of. petitions and a itotiori

by the population that had grown up around .the railway station, led by the tat°lon-

mastero Tr, John K. Turnbull, and Rev. R, Lo ileed. The fouiidation.stone was laid

on Agust 15, 1389,. by Mrs, Turthrnll with a silver trowel presented by Cr, Tomas

Grant (who, with his brothers, had sold the land to the Education Department for

£100). .This foundation stone2 with the active encouragement of. Ringwood `Hi•Dtorical

Research Group, was re-ereoted by the School Qomrdttee in 1962 in the garden of the"

present school in Ureenwocd Avenue.

As the one--acre site in Ringwood. Street lacked a head. toaoherrs residsno the

closed Nunawa ing North S..S. weather'hcard building was moved in 1892 .for this pux*m

pose to a block ad joining(it' on the north boundary, bought for £107-l86 frdm Rini

wood. Township I.'stato Co. Ltd. 1'he school was of brick, 50 ft. x 20 ft., with the•

infant grades accommodated, in a ;allery that was later re .ove. when' alterations and .

additions converted the school into a 3-classroom building. 'ollowino r:r0 Sweeney°s

death, and a two-year term as H.T® of a bag, tall Scotsman Ur. James Mc repo g

i;r. Alfred. Hocking took charge on October 3, 11398,, and remained Head I'eacher until

Februarys 1917. . .
During this period there were some pupils who later achieved outstanding success

in their careers notably rofesrior tanley Porteusg who earned an international,
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reputation in clinicwl psyciioloy at the University of Iiawa (sti11 liv ,nag in ze--

tirent in I_o:iolulu)D :sir Roazali Last (retirod oizairrrr+an of the atat© Rivers end.

Water Supply GorrisE,ion)s Allim .Laweu (loadin journalist who became fa►noue ae a wow

corres:)ondexIt) ;mc: Arthur Aird (recently c.Eoe sed former legal auk i.stant for the

Police ve :artrrent a.n tkae C.'own Solicitoi"e office), who bo}ore join3 the pub .i a
late a a en ,

sexvica 1i&&f'ron; :1912 to 1914 a t yaolaor of i .n; -rooc? ;a aan end c .aaa ia c • ho Ncn,no3
r

Committee from 193$ to 1952® .

1- .r. Lockiw was cucceed.e1 by fry William Brobenp who was A0To from 1917 to 1931e

In the earl;r yeas of this perio1 the enrolment wary increrae3.ngg untli ove cro idin

necc: it 4ei the hiring of firr t the achanicsa institute ar:d then as T ethoc ist Hall j

ac well. The siaallnoss of the site (an€t its value as shopping sites) rosulted in the -

re jection of ply to build ai iitions to the schools and the consocfuent purchas© of

a 3- -acre site in areenwood Avenue: for a new school. This was part of a 15-acre

orchard belon ing to Count von horn (a Cerran migrant who had. been shire president

of ttarrarrul9 said had become a respected resident of Ringroot?) o He wars paid 1500.

Later9 more laid. tam bought from Mrs Arthur Greenwood to give more frontao to Green-

wood Avenues Several years were to aes before a fine brick school of eight class-

roct wa:: built for Z713. i

The foundation steno was laid by Uir floxa idor Peacoek9 Minister of Public Instruc

tion, on October 21, 19219 with a silver troczol donated after his death by Lady Pea-

cock loo the sc1L®ol Erhere it shares a place in a trophy cabinet with many cups and
shields :ion for sporting exceliencem marching, etc1 339 pupils were transferred. from

Rin ;qocd. Streot with sir, Groben and his staff on July 24, 1922, The be•. graunclo ,

JTiove over the years been transformed with ?rant trees, shrubs, gadens and la a,

In 19429 in order to rationalise the shape of the sehoolaround© and to enable the

creation of a special area with play equipment for the infant pupils, the tQinictera

Mfr. (afterwards Sir Albert) Lind. authorized purchase of lot 74 at the south-east

corner for £909 and. a visit to declare the new playground. 'officially open use made on

October 19 1943, by his successor Mrs To T. Hollwey (later Premier o± Victoria).

In 1947 the r:usic and Speech Training staff chose : Ringwood. S,S, for the in't;r3ciuat-

ion of the first recorder band. in any primary school in this State, because of the

keenness of the pupils with their fife band under an enthusiastic teacher, [Other
teaohers visited fingwood for instruction so that this instrument with bettor musical

possibilities could be introduced into their schools alsp

Consequent on the post-ttorld War II influx to P1n ilood. Of outer suburbn. commuter

and the growth of local industries, orchards began to give way to housing eM the

school enrolment rose from under 500 in 1949 to a peek of just tinder 10000 Isles

was gained temporarily with the hiring of church halls and permanently with the con=

strueticn of extra classrooms and. establishment of new achoolso Two rooms wore added

in 1950, three in 1952$ two in 1954, one in 1957, and four (the present detached

Junior Department building on a higher level) in 1958. Opening of Hesthmont Sou04688

and Eastwood S.S.4702 eased pressure from the east, Lariy in 1956 the now No wood

S,3,4736 admitted 200 pupils from Ring rood 2.5.2997, while further relief, came in the .

west from Antonio Park S.Se4844 and IIeatherdalo S®0 . 4904, Since many pupils wore

transferred in 1965 to the new Southwood S.Sb4857 it has been possible to convert

some of the classrooms for use €as central library® art and craft room end di'tision

al remedial centre® The net enrolment in 1965 5550
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In retort yoars the school has taken an active part in ducayion Week displays at

Ea tlwnd sho2y i centres and. this is doub:.y appropriate as the site of the former

school huil(lin;; and, of the head teacher°€s 'osidonce is now part o£ they parking area

of lastland The ;)ost office and atate Saviutira. Lank occupy other part& of the site,

.;n.a,ca trill not Dermit r eation of the uany fine Iieadmacters the school has hods 'but

one o itstaaajni5 teach©r cannot be overlookede :ia rjad k first taught t

Pli-wood u. S. in 1927 as a fewale aQ:si atant 9 class .V and remained there until 1941.

She returned to the school ton years later as Infant T`istresss and sorvod with great

dictinction in that capacity for further ten yeirsa retiring in Dacemberfl 1961&

In 1956 ; yss s addocn ctias honoured with the award of the Lillian Horner L,omorjal xrizo

which she presented to the school9 where it serves in the I.N.es office as an inspires

tion to her succecsors, :•_iss '::addocf: earned a unique place an to estoom reslrect and

affection of pupils, rerts r,nd tho Rin.;wocd comunity generally@ aho is ,guest of

honour at the aniiusl reunions o: "lho Club 2997 s composed of former pupils of the

?period l923 1931 '.aces of adrnission. She still resides in Rin;wood®
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