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Hingwood State School Bo* 2997 was'opened in 1889. on ●

Ringwood Street and Maroondah Highway!,; ‘ Ittwaa buiit^^rrtbM^
after careful consideration of threQ^ssihlo poaltion4;N4

It was close to the railway, and

replaced the schools already in esiatance, in Hi

Bunawading Horth Bo* .2242*

9

● / i

considered a prime position because of the land Boom of.

which saw Ringwood*s development and population escul&%»* ^ 4@i»jpupil
. i

i.

records of the school indicate a: fairly unsettled ,unti

the 1910* a and school humbers /fluotvaabed*
.)

, :.^eachbrsslo]?t: v#.i^V3je..'- :"

historical records in these pupil.*© details and. 1 havo to

historically investigate Riiigwood as well as the eohool*: ise a

good indication of the type of society^ oocupations and woi^'^vailablo^

the system of education, including pupil: teacher-reports dM .inspector

reports. Ringwood State School continued on this site for iiiirty-tbree

years until it was relocated ot its present-site in GreenWodd't^vonue in

1922. ■

,1

2242-.'^s ':opened on 6 Pebrua3^^.:-'18^,.;'-on ,

depoi^iaent''

Nunawading North Sohool Bo.

Whitehorse Road,; and Heatherdala. Hoads,.-Ringwood*

*-

i
»

. deoided. that:

on.-, the opening of ..'the'new. ■■building.-.at^Mtchaia, Bahopi.,lfd*..'2'2,42-
. will'be . closed*. .-^1

It was a orpWded fiohpol and closed on 29th November, 1889

This bu^idihg,' -sohooi and ●residenod -is hp>r.●.combined': ah the
present ■ taabh©r*.s /residence cloas: to the : office an^
railway .station ;and. abutting onvRingwood; S^treet*. ■*2- . ■ ’
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*1 Vision and Healisatlon

*2 ● Document in Hublio Hepbrd pffiee'' ^ no
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Ringwood School Ho. 2997 opdhed oh :^d Decemher, 1869, yitfi
and studentB of Ho. 224?r Mr, Sw«on«y iN Head Teaoherj
yiret Assistant and Catherine Brown tha 3Pupil Teacher wl

●eventy children.
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School No. 1451 was In ^st Hlngwood, fit opened on 10th ij|»

Under the asaalgamation scheme, ari econoi^ measurel
deprssaion, eoventy-two pupils o^ the school had
Ringwood State School Ho. 2997 wijife Case as an asplit^j
Head Teacher John Sweeney, iidiile 5the infant Glaa«eii\ra
a leased hall near ^e Cluh Hotel. This annexe otoisMI
m4. *A

1874.
u*
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.Staff and students

First, second in

In the Public Record Office documents, detafci»-i

measures were very relevant to this decision*

t

©lis occurred from 1st August, 1893.

transferred from the Third Grade and yp
the Hall.

i ' >

^cktmiic
V-:

>..t

,1893 . School Ho, 1451
(May) School No. 2997

58 pupils
81 t»upils

Estimated oost when combined for teachers iinder
new act

i‘r5;'

1-

i

£540.6.6«
Present cost of bptli schools

● t

;

; £714.14.6. *5 -● ●.

i

\dhen 2997 opened in 1889 loMsof the students transferied fr<m idpl
thou^ it remained open, Bursting :feat most of the. ih 1889

were living closer to the rellway station school site.

at S^st Rlngvpod was. closed in the amalgamation pf I093 aisd mov’ea.’to

The Basin., ; " ■ . v ^ ,

even

Thp s^ool

1

There was apparently much difference of opinion over the siteTtp he
chosen for State School No. 2997* It i^s to be allocated one of !

approximately three possible sites, althou^ Vision and Reali«fctldn aays

five,.sites, ware considered. PromitheVevldenoe. available most people

ooncemed maintained that the ochppi :^puld be centrally ,;
Whiteho3?se Road, Ringwad. . ^e jeitea; .^efer^d to as A,B, and id were

the North corner bf . bubiin Read; land Itoro^

N west from Mount l)andenong Road,, Horth JE^st .-Obr?^ Of

WngwQOd Street and Waroondah Rlghmy, On,19th June, 1608 a oortespondent

*3 Hocunent in Public Record Office;

*4 Vision and Realisation, 2997. par4s^|h
*5 Public Record Office details'71893 "

*6 Pupil records, information 1889

; '
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of the Bduoation'DopATtmeht wanted tho aohool *in oloee to

the railway action' *7 On 0tfi June, 1888, two ree.ajutl<^4

sent to the £duoation X^apartment. IThese were as folloyet ; !

yiret Resolution

●:

c ■ ■;

1 V'

tWe oonslder its close proximity to Hotel would have^a^ ;
demoralizing effect on the children attending the same,
and'further wMlo the proposed ^te would heneflt'thej. ;

few the majority would be placed at great dieadvanitagSf^ j

Second Resolution

'i-

»

i f

‘^ildren att©ndittii'ft^ti:||'
school would suggest that the neW school site be '^
or near the junction of Anderson *e Creek, Whltobot^e i«i^
Fem Tree Gully Roads, -idiioh we oonsAder would bix®' ^ '
effect of benefiting ttie greater numberof faaillitas; ;*: ●

inherited** *8 - ^

' We the resldoota parents of

\

r.

K

i?. rIn ths Rtibiio Record Office oorreepdndence, a letter dstied

21et Hovember, 1888, has been preserved. It is from <J,

It 'iV

Toorak. He sayss t-

I have unhesitantingly given my approt^l in;f&to^:
of site B. . It etands well in the oentre of the ll^ng;
population, is convenient of access and in all aspect*;
suitable althougii population in the indiviAu^e j |
wei^^marked site C is not yet very dense it must »pan t||d j,
oommunity of 'UielRailway Station continually in use
Site 0 shoxild accomodate in the first instance o«4 hundred
Children (nearly fifty will come from Korth Huna^Adio^jf-^4
as forty are just now aooAimulating in the rented Ringwood
it should be designed for enlargement up to two Huxidred* * \*$

t
● ● ● ●
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Inspector Gamble supported the site near the Railway Btatioo esl did the

Lillydale Board of Advise, aithoui^ they didn't originally*' ^
8th September, 1888, Gamble wrote!,

●I am persuaded that it will'be advisable to adhere to t^e
site I originally recommended near ihe. Intersection of: tiiej
main roads* Brdeeht .and future j^pulatlon w)uld be fairly|well
mravided for so far as School requirements are oonoe^adv
It is a slgnifloent fact that the various oburohelf,!^la-;js
0* are in the immediate hsightorhood of the aits X
for the central sohool. : -If the n^ ohpol be ered-^ed fc^a^[ the
Eatliniy Statiod: another new'eehpo^ will be urgeiitiy
soitfewhers near the 18th mile post on the B^’ln road*

' J
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In a’letter dated let Haroh, 1889#-:to G-¥. Brown, Esq.* from^O.?* White

correspondent stated*

*7 , Public Record Offioo*,,

*8 . Public Record Oifice.

>9 .' public Record Pffice.
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*X aia still of the opinion that the site, near the. ;

railway station 1b the best..&vallable* In all >r0bab^3Li!tori
some of the meabers of the Board will meet you aoS -^o^^vp
ei^reSBlon to ^1 a opinion.V ^io : i ,

●● » A'.*-

J

●(
( a

A portion of the land near 1he railway station which wM ovr^ by

G.W* Bruce of the Blngwood tovmshlp l&tate, had. been offei^ ,

Grant Brothers of Port Melbourne for*£100v Deputetione ei^;]i?eji*ioo«
tpolt

3.

I

were sent to the Minister^ complaining about the site
i' '

pour petitions in the building file dated let July,

th0'’locatlon,of ,2997 .beoause's j, ■ ■.■ ■ ■■ -f ■ ’

1, 2242 was ploeed.and 5/6 of tbeli* children apd ^
Bingwood attended ttierev ^ ● i f

^ 2. It (2242).was within a mil| pf. 2997* ,

5, Mitohaa school was kept operating even though it Wa*#'
■within'a mile 2997- X

4, Not'happy with the instruction'of the people* ^^11

1

i/--. ■S’ ■

1,'

i

Jf
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I
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Inspector Brown decided a new school should be built on site G ftalnly

because he believed it was where the population would incpeaee more

reapidly due to- the railway station.

%e fransfer of Iiond Statute toolc place on 25rd July, 1669, and a letter

dated 29th July, 1S89, stated that*

'a contract has been let for the erection of a sohopl room

on a site near the railway .staWon, eooomiaodation 50' 3C 26* brick,
Date for completion 25th Hoyember, 1889**

*Rie lUailway In the letter pa^ of &«;1880*e irtie .cbntii^ from '

Box Hill to Ztilydale*. ^e oen^e of population .aeecie^ nearer the

railvay ■ 8tetionfah4,,3^piii East; -^nj^od ■ ■ ■■ ■

Ho, 2997,,ihoreas^,:s., the 5th
n

18.89:*' ^ .the . ^iiway s

■wroiM>/atletter,,to;thd'-;S©creta:(y for

anotl^...3;^tXway.,■:e.t:iUon■■;WOuid^;:beJ-b»i^t;aboutvl&i^

have'.-fif^eotejd..the:>dwiii;-0n;vtb;:.:|^tVfe997-''neer.,.'ti;e:#ta1^'<m ■■'
beepming inbi^ea.oingly ooDiBiuhity* ; t̂

?
t

,s

* 10Publlo Bocord Office,

* 11. EubUo .Heoord: Office^

* ■ 12. Pubito Record: Office,

*;;15. i^biio Habord Offing
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After the collapse of. the landhoom mhoh of the forfeited: Isss^
aridhe bou^t cheaply and many people citywards bought

althou^ working in towards Melbourne, cleared their XandS a*^
comfortable homes.. This influx waa a turning point in

In a.^emo dated 12tk December, 13S8,. a pe^ohdevelopment.

*the requirements of the district for school aocornmodatiw
continually growing in this place by the arrival of'fre^ ■
families.* §14

> A.

j:

Ihe population dramatically increased as Hihgwood developed j^e and

more.
●V

Population

448.

: . 700

1800

■2000

XS££

. isa? .

>

t*

1908

19I8

*151924

School Mo.- 2997 was opened officially in DecemberiW^ hut in August
e ' . ' A ●

1809, vdiien the construotlon was advanced duffibieritly, h'^uhdatip^

t
ti

j.

’i

' it took place before a crowd

jOhlldren vere.a^atiged in rows .ai

stone was laid,-

four hupdiled,
whio^l^^a'd*'

fv

y* u£

V

/ this. |t>raDATIOM STOHS .,

,;WAS lAlDvBY^^v,-

;^VlHS* OTBBUU.
' OH 15 AUCaj^

I
''

V?
-iirt

'● :

i

. n

*■
'1 ■-1t

I*,;
U-,,

i T.'-Id
The Si^3wiW>i" was built on approximately three q.uarter*fe
costing the depastoent; CiO^*

capablb,,^.f\ho3^ihj|\.’?.^io6:
detaftin^ the: pUrdkw6!e,6f thfc ad^o for |ih«;fiead T^i^er*s

Resii^?w:e >17; / On 29ii ●Tahi«i^,
^Opntraot bar taen let for the Removal of 2?4£ Ihail^nir atsi
conversion into » residence adoommodatiott j srooiwi ^ ^16

^ infant ,g^des were aoopmmpdated in, a .gAllsry;,: . .

l^ten nsmoved >hen alterations and addition oopttetfeii
. school into ;a ttiree classTOom building,’*: *19- - ● :

o
4

'«i-
*

. It'was to be a bripic bh^'
●A*

4'
A memo db-tejd.;t

d

t.i
●

■ i
4. (

J
t* ^

V,

^"9\ '

i' }

iV

& " /
●J

*14 -Publlb Heoord'Office. :;

*15 Rihgv^od* , iShort notes on ;its development.

tl6 Itin^^ds /Short notes bh its diaveloitoent.
*17 public'Record Office.:

♦18 public Record Office,

♦19 Vision and Realisation.
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Ify Grandfather attended Ringwood School from 1911-19X9^d told m

it was made from normal siaed brloks, had 2 or 3 different iSootions,

approxltoately four rooms with doors separating the iijdividu^ dasaes*

ToiletP outside as well as an old shed and wood#id4 in -^e yard,

When i.t was wet they would shelter in here and often h^a' X^awsh in
He r^embers the. grounds .fejsiaff fairly email

they used to pXay orioket and football in the MoheXjan'a paddock

nearby, *20

and reioeBiherB the scbool building being brick in thef f^nt

'●K‘

/A’5, t

V',Vi

amongst the dirt and dust.
r.

80

My Grandmother attended Ringwood Sohopl^f:^©
i

i

weatherboard at the back; she says, there w^'S on©,;.,1

classes in the one room, and throe classrooms in the t^iph

●%n't

SheThe wooden building was an extension made before she atteB

In the grounds she olearlyremembers it still being overcrowded,

remembers a row of white ^ost gum trees at the, back of the. school yard. *21

pUjplQropk
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. .

■It i

[ ■? ,v: j,.fv

i-
3rd September»X9QB,

* 21 0. Lindsay - 3rd September, ; 1988*

y

*20 J.J, Pratt i
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Prom the graph it can be observed that there were wide disparity with

registered nuiBbers for these years* There is really pattern at all

to it, -pome years being low, others hi^* Considering .the figures

we can assume there was a very active popi^ation moveffii^t.because

some years had more and less than others, There would also be wide

disparity in the numbers in each grade because the pupil reoprds showed

that these figure^ did not only relect Grade 1, There ivei:* students

entering of all ages and at different standards, some entered for

' .1 *

●'t..

■ ●

example at eleven years old and were plaoed in Grade ^ 3 Others

put hl^er than the norml age group because they liters jirifi^iter

« ; v.t.

were

than average,

oolleotlvely the community in general*

^e records shovred a great deal about s.t^<03t1and

The pupil record boohs dated

back to 1880 (when it was Mr. Sweeney's school at Jiorth. ^nawadlng), in

the early records the teacher wrote in very curly \ftttins the students

name, date of birth, their age on admittance, the grade they were in

(l-8), the number of meotinga attended (per term) address (suburb),

occupation of parent and school last attended if applioable, e«g,,

a record appeared ae suohi-

, ^

i

Parent/GuardianName

Jane HoDonell IlngwoodF, John MoPonell

Occupation Previous School Aite on ■^^mlttance

7 yrs, 10 monthsLine Repairer St* Mary's St, K^lda

jaate Admitted

January, 1885*

In the early 1860*s many of the students registered were five or iplx

years old and had been to no nother sehooX but there were also many from

inner otty sohoole previously suoh as Obristlan ByOliiers, Kilda,

St* Mary's* Central, (Melbourne) and Oollingwood

«

f

ir-. - ■ ● '
a-
n

.1

i: Their parents had probably moved out to Ringwood for

became, more available after the railway extension,

early years of 2997 oame from Me* Cass* .school I45I la ^»t

Obviously 2997 was closer to these families houses*

1880's there was still lots of population movement in Rln^

students at the school most often bad been taught elaewHs?j»

at schools such as bonoaster, South Melbourne, Bushy

lat hhich

Many in the

id.

ili| |tb» latter
5 H

*

bx example,

ibi & hereby,

4 .
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this auggestfl that Ringwood vaa a new area because moat r^piXa were
starting at Ringwood from previous sohoola.

*V. ''

It was to in the

pupil records as Ringwood Railway Station School, many of tlw students

coming from Ringwood but also from sourrounding suburb#;.,^jsuoh
Mitcham, Warrandyts and Pern Tree Gylly, these areas a long

ae

distance, suggested that there were not many schools in; the s|!W*

therefore a wide zo.ne and catchment area* Ip the xeoprds there are

very few students \dio had sat for their Merit Cortifio^ie, if they had

they would have the ^te they sat written down, usuaXl^.vih Gmde 6

when they were thirteen or fourteen, depending on their. Intellectual

ability. Most students had no such record and most ha4 'npi reaohed

Grade S. at all* This could be due to the movement of .the population but

also because in this era more children had to go out to early to

support the family financially and also because there was .very little

hope of furthering their education. In the 1090*8 the records showed

that nearly all of the children enrolling lived in Hingwopd, nollonger

did they oome from Mitcham, Varrandyte, Hunawading, etc. This seemed

to suggest that more schools had been built in the area to meet the

population demands and also that Ring^od was a more settled

community with more children being born there than before, lots of the

students still came from inner city areas and on interestipg and
unusual record was this onej-

Roea Begga, lives in Ringwood, father's occupation a

Gentleman, came from Port Melbourne Ladies School,
admitted June, 1897*

!Hiis evidence supports to some extent the theory that many affluent

people were buying cheap land in the suburbs after the collapse of the
land boom.

In the early 1900*s very few students were staying on to complete the

ei^t grades or get a certificate.

In the 1910*8 and 1920*8 there appeared to be more ohlldriw ^Ing on
to Hl^ SqRool th^n ever before, the feocrde had stated if' pa^ible
^ere the child was going; for eaample most cnildren

work whilst others were leaving for fii^ School such

The records of the 1920*s show a very movable pppulatton,, i

the ohildren were only staying at 2997 for one or twoiyeui^^ft
the others, vent to Hl^ School, other sohools or

■ ■ ■ i i- ●● : 'h :i.H

towere
.7

PoUtK^Vebcas. urne.
K

i^rage
left
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The e^ly pupil records of 2997 sSiow that a large

students' jKirents worked at the Briplcworks,

11

OS Q r the

i&t thisIt ap:^€^

was a.major industry beoause it was attracting
of Victoria

i

Irparts

- There were also impy ndnera ;ip tingw^Q^.a^ was dus
to Ringwpod being a. large centre for Antimony Mhlhl:
beea discovered in 1869 and mining continued till a|;
There bad. also be.an .Quartz and Golf mning arcnnd
Aocor(31ng to Hufib Andersons ● *

[^ ikaiy had

si|Bl r 1895,
9'

I.

*&, *22

.>1

●<rv''

Vthe second eod perhaps less important ’jearth* 1#
Ringwood was the-manufacture of bricks and, tile*
the first commercial bricd^maki^ doncern in
operating in 1884f that many more flourished etip

decade, and that th^ all died when the build|(^,a
boom burst in the early 189G'b ● ’ ^ ^

■

»e jan

I
;v.

I
Vhen the antimony mlnes of Sast Ringwood f^ve out

of the miners were employed in idle etck kllna in tie

school records dofinetly reflected this trend as miileSS
and brick workers were plentiful uhtii\ the 1890*e

occupations were replacing the brick Workers,;, , In, ,:|h||^
there seemed to haye been an increase in aervice/tr^dl i

occupations such as carpenters, shoemaker, railway

eonatable, gas engineer and market ^rdner*
very common in the. latter 1890*s many were single; mcitijt

> many. ^the;
- ●; .-.●i-ri'-fr

ilf..
1:

Itte

^ cfdsbreasing

»

it-
t;

m
H

U90*6

;r r ;.|fith
● «

il: oe'd
●t ■'

f t

Dome9tfo|«\ I fw^re also

f;oie#0●' -

if
V

I
service, type..industries tend to reflect the nature of-f^ r^^asnunity as

With a

much larger population, requiring these servioea,. Ih j.tlli*; &0* » there

t. '

aaawne that Ringwood had become mOr© developed andwo
‘r.

appears to be the geglnnings of 8ingwood*.s major in^a^;^^rd^
fruit,.pickers and,fr4it growers were bW®°^hg the Q^Bmon;j&liee
occupations'of many W^bol childrens parents,

*flmosi.ail. infustrieB'in'.ttMS;Singwpod-area'we^ ' , ' '
dO^iementary to ri^l ad:iiyiti©s*; i Jteing the land

■'■'boom at'th'W i!eg:inni'ngi'ol;-;:the.';l890^*ai-iahd''^ was''
for ,^20 .ah.ic'rei’Mt; Within;a y^$.v or;so j

crash it wad; only ah acre; ●

j

./f

. ■■ „r■■ !

'.C‘
-Ir

t 11 .. ' ';t

Ringwood “School be^n with three teachers from Hunawht0.Vi^ Rotih

were g^dually Buocjeoded bht tJiere was ahtiaUy onlW

tdadhers at-the most* In the Rublto Record Office dosSd^hle there

was-Si, aaiahy, statemeht from 18951

* who

or five
f
»<

i

■, -

;

*22 Rif^od, p, 51, indereon
*25 Ringwood, P. 54, Eu^ Andorsdn

*24 Ringwood, P. 69/70, Hu|di Anderson,

1
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>

I ’

,TlU' ●



f

- 10 - I

iv
t

f●V'

Head Teaoher CH58. oi 0.
■ ■' yfar

<:;85^4^0.
£ Z4r 0? 0.

Mr. J. Sweeney received

_v

FirjBt Assistant

Pupil Teacher

Miss Broadbent

Miss Brown

'i

reoeived

received *26

V ;;

My Orandfather, reiseffibered five teachers when he atts«ded
t

iK# bad the● ●

same, l^acher pe^r .grade for the whole year and the Kebfi Tencber lived
' I ' ^ i. ● f

in the residence vdillst the others lived inifthin a 10. ,of

Ringvood,

V

t

My Or^odiaother thou^t that ohe, teacher

forty chilt^en at oqe time. Ihere was a fairly higK rate of

teachers, for example Mr. Hocking stayed over ei^teei1:Jys^i*
the school records there was a report on pupil teachei!R> itfeey were

r

A

*26 In
1

written about and assessed on various aspects of teanhin^euoh

personality, attitude to work, class control, teaching-AJ^tRde,
progress In studies and general suitability. *27 .
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The Inapeotora Beports reported to the Sducatlon BepartjnejBt on various
w

iv.

●t

aspeote.of the School these included groinids, balldiDgs;^ inetruotion
and discipline.

h’ «

In the 1910*8 there were very bad re^rte made on the
condition of the building, acoommodation and sanitation

.i-

An example■::i

of an Inspector’s comment on 2997*fJ'T*:.:

Hoyember .il, ;19ll.

remodelling sohool building and supplying increasedv
accommodation for an aia, of I50 children neoessary*

would be sO:^eA<diat In excess of present requlrsmetits
but the metropolitan settlement is working out that.;^y

less than iO years that average; will probably be
reached. At'present thre are 120 ohlldren iu a bcKool
built for 100 in the old scale**

<iff

ft

A
;J'

*T^:

-

"ft

■n

41;

Rof^r# and alterations wore made to Hlngwood School o« nuaet^us

haj in renervations were made to the, tpaoheira, reildenoe,
^i& were made in 19I2 to the cost of £1037*0*0* after thie

oci
TT

Hi

i .
me t

.Juboj l9ii,. 'a ooniract has been let for addi^ci apd
^terationa#-;^idki Aecommodation. 27 t 20 2.2 3^ 20 :-

,i??3v *0* ft* oompletion date 10 October, l9j&ft

.w I
s/.f-a

\y

S

^8
It was made in response to the letter from the Secret^ i&f the ?ahool
Commi4>tee Ura-in*?: \

H
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*25 JrUblic Record Office
■ t ● ● ■ ■’ '

*26 ;^.J. & 0* Pratt

*27 Education Dopartoent, Junior Tochers Record Bo|»k
* Public Record Office
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fi
that a new school room be provided

that ,new desks be provided

r^oval of the gallery partition

that a lavatory and hat racks be provided

the, renovation of the interior of the sbhool.

11.^1.
(

2.
i :<

5.

r4.

5. I >. .1 ●;●s
r

: .

Repairs 4o .the teaohe^^B residence were also mad© in 191a« fi^afe seats

and seesaws .in .the-sohool.

f

■j
t

● *;●*

'i','

:Srom Xts, begihoihg-H^Pfirwood School^ ^Jahior i^dea

accQm?i.odatedin...,th©.8allery5 in liie Pupation,

received a memo as to the posaibility of juniorgrad#s boia# lta|jght ih

the buSlding or RingwoodJiphQpl X45X hpw «nn^^ X9th September,
1910,. therd was still nothing ot© about the asj i
HcAlphin. in. the. sohQcl board said

- .*Kra:ont..nesd of..an infant room. , . out .ofdato.'eaXifrry
in exiatanoe at this school the young children

'Cramped and overcrowded

■ :

.1, > . ●

●..r’ ● ■

*29
I

# ■ -

?

Many oontrofYOrsieB plagued the school} in 19J0: amaii^ row ©rhPto<l

^ granting of-;a Slau^ter Yard Xioenoe 60Q^OB. y«i^^
sohooiv. An example of the. oonoern it caused

ietter to ..Education Roparibont, Melbourne. . ,
June 1st, 1910.
●the proposed site for the slau^^ter yard will be frdm

,,dO0*78pQ,,yards, from the local sta-te school, atjd aa W, ■
children attend this school I feal oompelled to ask you to
resist thd granting of suoh a license aa the smells will
arise from this slau^tor ya;<^ will b® ca3?i?ied In ;the air
right into the aehool\and asS^en school lb ■;
overcrowded X think it will be uhheai“aiy for <^iidt^
to sit in this'building aubjebt to a eio.se aohooi '^th its
’atffiostherr spoilt an tsihtbd .wii^ slbbj^te^^ .

over;

' ' '

:

: V^., c,i-

i'r'w

r'-.f*y,
●i'% *

■fVs●J

>r^‘

*29A.Arthur ;Qte<wn^d
t

There was nO correspondenqS about the resolution ofVthis Icsue but the

■sCndh'e'’'slau^ter yeard license wto ia^ed to my Gimtndfaidier*^©^^
neveb''.'knew'Of ■■■euch:a,,license and..'t,h0|yMi.'^%:*^iihet^^ :

not :6:q^B0p aards Xvm ■tH© Sphool, ii was about i
may hum been, enoufib X^sissure faibm i^^ and tho oojtmjwnity to cause

ME,"’^tt..to,.deoide;,not"*b--.:PP®« ibe near:''tbs, Rfohool*,^

.ST'

●. J
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*28 Public Record pffico.

* 29 SPublio Record Odfice.
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School Conanito© reaueeted tho vise of the

Institute for olaeses:

14th June, 1912

●Department tfl desiaribus of renting the Hebhanio^
fpr ephool purposes during the period ttie $tate Building is.
in the hands ^f the contractor.; tOh® J^partmentj.fiir^-^'"*-’
to i®y a yehtal .of-30/» a week not'/more
of occupation would prohahly he three months and pp:
Icnger Mdillst exteneive improvemisnts are
effected to thd' school building.

I
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:Mr* Walker, *'o

y

' Oorxdspondont: of the 'Sohool .r
;

'■ *v
t

4or problems with the girls pin8et|r«»d
ahcnt -^e spread of disease and the i^out of fices *

In 191J l^sre were nra

was 8cm» concern

Inspecrtors Report: (in part) 25/5/1913.
Ithe. of ,the girls*' closet \«e so /lOl that.fe®

unable to put the lid on the pan"

●urgent and serious matter *..■ espeoislly ^en there hfvo alrs^ been
oases of !Eyphoid and Diptheria outbreaks reported in-^e
township recently^* '

● r-'
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Attendance at the school was very irregular perhaps 'h6?^’i?Be Bducation

was not seen as important then as it is now and very few ^ ^eSfS.

3 iCa.V^ f ?or thestudents in the Ringwood School wereto go onto further atudy#
the Head Teacher marked In the, pupil records how

fX

a

Inspsotors purposes

meetings each caild attended per term, laiase were irary Irregular1^. many,

some, hardly g^ing at all. Attendance flgures.t.

p
A-a

I-

1222? ■ ■
V:

112„

109 . ^

average attendance.
f*

J*Shrnary ,134 on roll ;

JJarch .. 131,pn sroll

-

m. 112 .

dupe , Ipd.. ,

iU

f-H

H

I

ayerage attendance

September 10&

October 107 Aoooneaodatl>n fP?: 100
November 99

'■

m
. :i-)k-r

●T

. f* ' ■ -ik-'
***7^;'

jJujja , Ay^rage. attendance 150 ri:!!- »

i

t●/J

Vtoen g3!^ndpaientB attended Ringwood School in the-191^^ |:jhB| school
was <;^^^crowded*.. ^ Grandfather recalls ^that thoreg,’4^rfv^|j^ tly
moregirls than boys probably beosuae ;the boys wsni ^Uer.

^n.'- ‘
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^0 school day started 8.45 aw^ f'ioished 5.50-4.00 ^raa

15 BiinuteB morning and afternoon- jOay and one hour fo| l^oh. They
started when they wer® five or six years old and it w^s cwiipulBory and

free. .The ,cirrioijAySB he r^omhers consisted of iaathBi, ;writiE^ and

BpaUinSr history ..and geograjdiy. They went througH J«> 6 and

sat their Merit. Certificate if they wanted or were; good at

approximately fonrta.en years old. Sot many sat for ■jiie Herit^
possihly twenty per year. The teacher wrote on a ihd the

Ihey bou^^.t - ;oi»uf| jUjert: hooks

1h« i avers^p.. ^sa||r|jiiQg. age
was fourteen althou^ Grandpop left when he vae thii^aan Sp‘

.●●●-v s

!?■ ■
s~

●: ;-

children wro.te oa/^ieir own slates.

■fer^ - ■■
usually, history.* geography and an atlas.

My grandmother. repmnjhorB Isaringiarithmatip, geograj^ty,
algeahra, geometry, ..writing and spelling. . They used inh and Writing

books after Grade 4« IHiere were no .teste but the teac^ier.v^t you up
a grade .if he deemed, you BatiBfaotory. Sana paid she alloyed to go

home for .lunch in .the later grades. She, sat her Merit Gartifioate

at twelye years old, because she had skipped one or tyo grades due to

her intellectual ability. She went with three others to ait for her

Merit at Auburn School in March, 1921, Before the exam ft ^w of
the Students wre taken one or two nights a week to the tep^era house

for extra clas.ses.i ,she doesn’t know if liiis was beoause they were

younger, than .the others sitting the exam or beoause they not as

bright as the others. She didn’t know vhy .she sat in Me^h at(d

at Auburn V^en they formally sat in Dooember at their eohppU j After
getting .the Merit she had to stay on as an assistant to. teaoher

leoking-.after .junior.grades, until she was foujrteen, bjeoffhee e

oouldnft .leave, .utitiX fourteen years of ago and^ her f«wily
afford-.-tp ®®nd her elsewhere for higher education*

' <lv-

*.●

dn’t

%078 the

I* JO they

ia sipline

X m who

...

hig bell being rung, on Monday Momlngo for a sqhopi

would hoist the..yiaa.up and sing ’God gave the, Kihg*'^ i,

at thft ,school was. the cane. It was used quite alot|fj9ip,li
misb^Ved for example, fi^^ting and;arguing * Gra

\ - ■

♦

the●●*

.f u

Hoad. Teacher wauf. ’cane ha)?py» and bit kldd over the it.
Vi*

,1
●● J . ■ f'!:
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n

®^e f^d.JRiogwqEd State School remained on the corner 9f: ?

and Ms^.ondsh Jfighway until 1922 Headmaster Kil|if^.
transferred his staff and pupils to the new chool

Hlngyood# .. , As thin was a transfer, ihe regiatration;|n»^\
●● ^ ■
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vt f-,'.I
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mhf still';
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2997 had become overcrowded due to Hin^ood'e increasing, poiwldtion.

The old eohool site was Subdivided and sold in 19^4^ ; icM»w elte

was about i mile to the south of the Hallway Station and opiped

27th'.July* -1922, with a net number of pupils J60. ,

,v

ri

Z't.:

>t. ,-V (

(

!»'v
(

Ringwppd State Soh.ool was a school built in the 1880*e .withhatjmuch
projection .into the future, the education department 61 aurly'did not

feel that pingwood would develop as big a centre as :lt b^Mt^,
Over the years many problems arose about its unsuitability, jfer the

number attending and this started when It was still ,r^a;t$ii^ly new.
The junior olaases had always been In the gallexy*^^^ .it)e, ^oianlcs
Institute was rented, at one stage. It seems that th^i4ij^^. |i^o«en for
the school was however suitable as most of the populat4o^'iUd |lve
around, the station .and did so even more in . the later

Pupil records of the School erfleot aloi ;o| 4^

) .

19 Century

community during different periods of history,

alot. of the nature of the industries andjlifeatyles. in;Hl)®j^od, such
as thR importance, of mining, brick and tile works. ai1d_or]^|ipdB. The

I
●. .

i'-f

US

records also tell, us alot about the effeotof the I4md Boopi. in the

180O*s,and 1890*e many previously .olty dwwllers bougirii lahA In

Ringwqod, particularly after the crash in the 1890*e

very cheap. Many children at the school had moved vftPi# ‘®ro into

Ringwood for employment* As the area got older the teiil|Riijin
reflected, in the. pupil records as students were Inoreaelt^ly: b im in

X ,● '

Ringypod anJ .2997. was their first school. The oocupattphis/ of parents

were increasingly related to services for the pcpulaticn-.hi^t te

trades,,food. prodUotion, labouring, baker, butcher, publ4^? railway
and pollpe for .example.

as

;

I
i

Ji :>

Many, repairs and alterations' were made to .th# school ,1m

beoausa .of ite unsuitability, It^ was decHsed unsatlsi(|ac

of inspeetors because of its overcrowded rooms, poor saTjdt{i^o|i and

ill eaulped building* the hours, dUTOiculum, Merit .Ot;

dlsai4ilina,weret e,quf».l to most schools of the day '

secular., compulsory and free. .My Grandparents both

school in its PQpnlons era, Just before its transfi

M1 iports. /
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It etlll stands in Greenwood Ayanus andGreenwood Avenue*

celebrates Its centenary in IH89, 100 years before dt ^gan with
apprbxiamtely seventy children in fiingwood Street, todty.;th# numbers

at GreeriHPod-Avenue ,School are declining, there are br^|r
.-V. ^pnpiis.'ahd;.,-,

.. ';iR; .f; ●

®i© school records-aj?e a; great

resource,for historians as they tell us so .much about Ithe-people and

staff

community of, Rtngwood who lived before ue ●1
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