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THE STORY . OF RINGYO0OD'S KINDERGARTEN GROWTH

THE CITY oF RINGWOOD IS A FAST-GROWING AREA WITH A
POPULATION OF MORE THAN 26,000 WHICH HAS GROWN TO
THAT FIGURE FROM 4000 In 1945, THE FACT THAT
THERE ARE NOW EIGHT PRE-ScHOOL CENTRES .IN THE CITY
WITH PLANS UNDER WAY FOR A NINTH,. INDICATES THAT
THE GCOMMUNITY HAS A KEEN SENSE OF THE NECESSITY FOR
K INDERGARTEN TRAINING FOR ITS YOUNGER POPULATION,

|T WAS THE ACTIVITY IN TEIS DIRECTION WHICH GAVE
BIRTH TO THE RINGVWOOD PRE-SCHOOL ASSOCIATION TO CO-ORDINATE
THE WORK OF ALL CENTRES. THIS COMMITTEE CONSISTS OF TWO
REPRESENTATIVES FROM EACH KINDERGARTEM I[N THE DISTRIGT AND
1S AFFILIATED WITH THE VICTORIAN MUNICIPAL PRE-ScHOOL
ASSOCIATION. 20y

UNDER THE PRESIDENGY OF MRS.E.V.PULLIN (WHO IS
ALSO SECRETARY OF THE V.M.P.S.A.) THE GCOMMITTEE DEALS WITH
THE OVERALL PROBLEMS ASSOCIATED WITH KINDERGARTEN ADMINIS-
TRAT|ON AND THE 'QUARTERLY MEETINGS ALSO SERVE AS A FORUM
AT WHICH MUTUAL PROBLEMS CAN.BE DISCUSSED AND RESOLVED.
THIS 1S OF GREAT ASSISTANGCE TO INEXPERIENCED COMMITTEES OF
YOUNG PARENTS.

THE _CENTRES

‘0OF THE EIGHT CENTRES [N EXISTENGE - THE FIRST
‘PUBL|C MEETING HAS BEEN CALLED FOR THE NINTH™ - ONLY ONE,
HEATHMONT, ‘PURCHASED THE IR 'LAND, FOR THREE OF THEM, LAND
WAS MADE AVAILABLE BY THE COUNcIL OF THE CITY OF RINGWOOD
UNDER PERMISSIVE OCGUPANCY, ONE HAD THE LAND DONATED
PRIVATELY, AND THREE ARE CONDUGTED IN CHURCH HALLS UNDER
A GOMBINATION CHURGH AND PUBLIC ADMINISTRATION.

CAT ALL TIMES COMMITTEES ENDEAVOUR TO FIND
FULLY TRAINED STAFF FOR THEIR CENTRES, AND FOR THE PAST
SEVERAL “YEARS, THE MAJORITY OF DIREGCTORS HAVE BEEN
GRADUATES OF THE KINDERGARTEN -TRAINING COLLEGE.



RINGY 00D PRE-SCHOOL PARENTS‘ CLUB
_ ADM INISTERING
GREENWOOD PARK KINDERGARTEN

THIS KINDERGARTEN WAS DESIGNED BY WELL-KNOWN
ARCHITECT, MR.HORACE TRIBE, AND cOST £5237,
wiTH ANOTHER £1000 SPENT ON FENCING, PLAY-
GROUND, ETC. THE GOVERNMENT GRANT AMOUNTED
TO £2250. ADVANTAGE OF THE INCREASE IN
GRANT HAS REGENTLY BEEN TAKEN TO FURTHER
ENLARGE THE PLAY AREA, WHICH HAS GREATLY
ENHANCED THE CENTRE. '

THE KINDERGARTEN WAS THE FIRST .TO OPERATE IN(IQ45)

RINGYWOOD, BEING HELD FOR MANY YEARS LN AN OLD CHURCH
HALL WHERE EQUIPMENT AND FURNI[TURE HAD TO BE STACKED
AWAY AT THE END OF EACH DAY. THE KINDERGARTEN IS
CONDUCTED 8Y THE RINGWOOD PRE-SCHOOL PARENTS' CLUB
WHICH WAS FORMED BY A GROUP OF VOMEN ONLY, EXCEPT
DURING THE MONEY-RAISING PERIOD FOR THE NEW BUILDING
WHEN A SPEGCIAL MEN'S COMMITTEE WAS FORMED TO HELP IN
THIS DIRECTION. §

THE BUILDING IS IN CONTEMPORARY STYLE.
FROM AN [IMPERVIOUS CONGRETE SLAB, DOUBLING AS
FOUNDAT IQN AND FLOORING, THE TIMBER FRAME 1S SUP-
PORTED BY OPEN WEB JOISTS. LARGE AREAS OF GLASS IN
FIXED AND OPENING FRAMES PROVIDE WARMTH AND LIGHT IN
WINTER, WHILE THE WIDE OVER-HANG GIVES SUMMER SHADE.
INTERNAL FINISH IS BRICKVWORK, WAXED TIMBER AND
PLASTER.

THE OFFICIAL OPENING BY LADY BROOKS TOOK
PLACE ON |0TH DEceMBER |955, WHiGH WAS A FITTING
CLIMAX TO TEN STRENUOUS YEARS OF GONDUCTING A CENTRE
AS WELL AS RAISING MONEY FOR A BUILDING OF HIGH
STANDARD. '
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HEATHERDALE _KINDERGARTEN

ADMINISTERED BY

HEATHE RDALE DISTRICT
PRE-SCHOOL ASSOCIATION

'HEATHERDALE 1S SITUATED ON THE BORDER OF
RINGWOOD AND MITCHAM AND THE FIRST PROPOSAL
TO BUILD A CENTRE GAME IN 1947 WHEN THE
PROGRESS ASSOCIATION BEGAN RAISING FUNDS.
THELAND - |16 FEET BY |58 FEET - WAs
DONATED TO THE ASSOGCIATION BY MR.V.MADDEN,
AND IN 1951 THE HEATHERDALE DISTRIGT.
PRE-SCHOOL ASSOCIATION WAS FORMED AND THE
FUNDS HANDED OVER TO THAT BODY.

THE CENTRE 1S A TIMBER-FRAMED WEATHERBOARD
BUILDING WITH A PLAYROOM 42 FEET BY 24 FEET, AND A
KITCHEN, OFFICE AND TOILET ROOM. A BUtLDER WAS ENGAGED,
8uUT MUCH OF THE WORK WAS DONE BY VOLUNTARY LABOUR.

THE BUILDING ITSELF cOST £3400, AND
APPROX IMATELY £400 WAS SPENT ON EQU IPMENT. OF THIS,

£1600 ¥iAS RAISED BY LOCAL EFFORTS AND THE REMAINDER WAS
GOVERNMENT SUBSIDY.

UNFORTUNATELY FOR THIS VERY ATTRACTIVE
BUILDING, DUE TO RE-ZONING OF THE AREA TO LIGHT INDUSTRY,
THE KINDERGARTEN IS NOW SURROUNDED BY S.E.C. INSTALLATI|ON
AND FACTORIES,
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HEATHMONT K INDERGARTEN

., THE YEAR 1949 BROUGHT TOGETHER A GROUP OF
PEOPLE WHO REAL1ZED THAT HEAFHMONT WHICH
ALTHOUGH PART OF RINGWOOD, WAS ON THE
OUTER FRINGE, AND.WAS RAPIDLY BE (NG
SETTLED BY PEOPLE WITH YOUNG FAMILIES,

© AND THAT A GENTRAL MEETING PLACE WAS
NECESSARY BOTH FOR YOUNG AND OLD.

FrOM les, THE HEATHMONT ADVANCEMENT LEAGUE
WAS BORN, AND MONEY WAS RAISED TO BUILD A COMMUNITY HALL
WHICH COULD BE USED -AS A KINDERGARTEN. FUNDS CAME FROM
PERSONAL LOANS FROM MEMBERS, AND THREE BLOCKS OF LAND
WERE PURCHASED. MANY MONEY RAISING PROJECTS WERE HELD
AND IN 1950 SUFFICIENT MONEY HAD BEEN COLLECTED TO MAKE
APPLICATION TO THE DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH FOR A SUBSIDY.

VOLUNTARY LABOUR WAS USED FOR CLEARING THE LAND
AND THE ARCHITECT - MR. FRANK SECOMB - DESIGNED 'THE
COMBINED HALL WHICH WAS OPENED IN [952. - THE DESIGN 1S
AN UNUSUAL ONE - A TIMBER BUILDING WITH ONE ‘WALL OF
WINDOVS., A NATURAL STONE FIREPLACE AND CHIMNEY BREAST
IS A PROMINENT FEATURE OF THE WESTERN WALL, AND THE
NORTHERN AND SOUTHERN WALLS AHE‘COVERED WITH MURALS OF
AN1#ALS OF THE HOT AND COLD CLIMATES OF THE WORLD.
THE SE "WEREYEXECUTED BY WELL-KNOWN ARTIST, MR. GEORGE
BROVINING.

THE ORIGINAL COST wAS £5800 OF WHIGH £2250 WAS
GOVERNMENT SUBSIDY.

THE MAINTENANCE OF THE BUILDING UNTIL THIS
YEAR HAS BEEN IN THE HANDS OF THE LEAGUE AND THE
KINDERGARTEN CONTROLLED BY A COMMITTEE OF INTERESTED
PEOPLE. BUT, SHORTLY, THE FULL RESPONSIBILITY FOR THE
CARE AND USE OF THE BUILDING WILL BE VESTED IN THE
K INDERGARTEN COMMITTEE.
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RINGYOOD - EAST - PRE-SCHOOL _CENTRE -

IN JuLy 1950, A PUBLIC MEETING WAS CALLED
BY THE BAPTIST CHURCH AT RINGWOOD EAST TO
ASCERTAIN THE NEED FOR A PRE-SCHOOL I[N

THE DISTRICT. THE CHURGH OFFERED THE USE
OF ITS EXISTING ACCOMMODATION.

IN 1951, A PLAY GENTRE WAS OPENED WITH
ADMINISTRATION IN THE HANDS OF A COMMITTEE OF SIX -
THREE CHURGH REPRESENTATIVES AND THREE MEMBERS OF THE
GENERAL PUBLIC, W ITH THE MINISTER OF THE CHURCH AS
CHA IRMAN,

By 1952, IT WAS FELT THAT THE SERVICE COULD
BE EXTENDED TO A FULL PRE-SCHOOL CENTRE PROGRAM, AND A
CAPITAL GRANT WAS SOUGHT FOR.A MORE SUITABLE BUILDING
WITH A FULLY TRAINED KINDERGARTEN DIRECTOR. THE
PRESENT BUILDING, COMPLETED FOR THE COMMENCEMENT OF
{953, wAS BUILT BY VOLUNTARY LABOUR SUPPLIED BY THE
CHURCH, AND THE CAPITAL GRANT WAS USED TO PAY FOR THE
MATERIALS USED. ;

ADMINISTRATION HAS BEEN GARRIED OUT BY A
GOMMITTEE OF FIVE REPRESENTATIVES FROM THE CHURCH AND
FIVE MEMBERS QF THE PUBLLC, WITH THE MINISTER OR HIS
APPOINTED -DEPUTY AS CHAIRMAN.

ALTHOUGH THE KINDERGARTEN IS -HOUSED IN A
BUILDING USED FOR CHURGCH ACTIVITIES, IT WAS EREGTED
WITH THE ASSISTANCE OF A CAPITAL GRANT, AND BEGAUSE
OF THIS, THE CENTRE |5 UNDENOMINATIONAL AND UNDER
DIRECT SUPERVISION OF THE HEALTH DEPARTMENT.
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MAROONDAH PRE-SCHOOL PARENTS' CLUB

ADMINISTERING

MAROONDAH PRE-SCHOOL CENTRE

In JuLy 1956, PARENTS IN THIS AREA SAW

THE NEED FOR A KINDERGARTEN AND A SMALL
GROUP OF MOTHERS WERE ABLE TO START A CENTRE
IN TEMPORARY PREMISES AT THE OLD "WARE
HoL 1 DAY HoME". FOR FOUR YEARS, THE GROUP
MOVED FROM ONE PLACE TO ANOTHER UNTIL
FINALLY A PUBLIC MEETING WAS CALLED.

THE MEETING WAS WELL ATTENDED BY MEN AS WELL
AS ViOMEN, AND A STRONG MONEY-RAISING AND BUILDING COM-
. MITTEE WAS FORMED. IN MARCH 1962, THE CHILDREN MOVED
INTO THEIR OWN BRAND NEW BUILDING.

J THE KINDERGARTEN 1S5 ON LAND MADE AVAILABLE BY
THE COUNCIL UNDER ITS PERMISSIVE OCCUPANCY SCHEME AND THE
COMMITTEE RAISED £1500 TO ENABLE THE GOVERNMENT GRANT -
WHICH BY THIS TIME HAD BEEN RAISED TO £3000 - TO BE RECEIVED.

THE BUILDING OF THIS CENTRE WAS SUPERVIZED BY
THE RINGWOOD CITY COUNCIL WHICH HAD BY MOW PERCEIVED THE
NEED FOR CENTRES AND WAS MOVING FROM A PASSIVE TO AN AGTIVE
ROLE IN THE BUILDING OF THEM.

COST OF CONSTRUGTION WAS APPROXIMATELY £4500,
WITH PLAYGROUND AND OUTSIDE EQUIPMENT 20STING ANOTHER £550.
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NORWOOD PRE-SCHOOL PARENTS' CLUB

ADMINISTERING

NORW0OD PRE-SCHOOL _CENTRE

THIS KINDERGARTEN COULD ALMOST BE REFERRED
. TO AS ONE QF THE MORE FORTUNATE OF THE CENTRES
IN RINGWOOD, IN THAT ITS PLANNING COMMITTEE
YAS EXPEH[ENCED, AND THAT THERE WAS MONEY |IN
HAND RIGHT FROM THE OUTSET.

{HEN THE ORIGINAL RINGWOOD PRE-SCHOOL PARENTS'
CLUB ACCEPTED THE GREENWOOD PARK SITE ON THE SOUTH SIDE_OF
FTHE HIGHWAY AND RAILWAY-LINE FROM THE COUNCIL, IT DID SO
3N CONDITION THAT A SUITABLE SITE IN THE NORTH BE SET ASIDE
BOTH TO PROVIDE A SERVICE TO THE COMMUNITY, AND IN DEFERENGE

'TO THE MANY WORKERS FOR THE COMMITTEE WHO LIVED IN THE NORTH

WARD AND WHO GOULD NOT BENEFIT FROM THE GREENY 00D PARK SITE.

WITH THE RAISING OF A MAGNIFIGENT SUM THROUGH A
QUEEN CARNIVAL, THE DEBT ON GREENWOOD PARK WAS ERASED,
LEAVING A SURPLUS OF OVER £800, AND IT WAS THEREFORE
DECIDED IN 1956 THAT A GOMMITTEE BE SET UP TO TAKE ADVANTAGE
OF THE COUNGIL SITE ALLOCATED IN NOTLEN PARK, AND PROGEED
WITH THE BUILDING OF A NEW CENTRE THERE .

A CDMMITTEE OF FOUR MEN VWHO HAD BEEN INSTRUMENTAL
IN RAISING FUNDS FOR GREENWOOD PARK, AND FOUR MOTHERS WHO HAD
ALSO WORKED FOR THAT CENTRE FORMED THE BUILDING COMMITTEE ,
AND-WERE FORTUNATE TO SECURE THE SERVICES OF AN HONORARY

"ARCHITECT = MR.W.THOMAS.

THE TOTAL GOST OF THE BUILDING INGLUDING LINO,
FENCING, PLAYGROUND, MATERIALS, ETC. WAS £4474.

THE BUILDING WAS OFFICIALLY OPENED FOR THE
BEGINNING OF THE [958 YEAR.
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RINGWOOD METHODIST PRE-SCHOOL CENTRE

THIS SOLID BRICK BUILDING WAS ORIGINALLY
DESIGNED AS A PRIMARY SUNDAY SCHOOL BUT
THE TRUSTEES OF THE CHURCH DECIDED THAT

IT SHOULD BE MADE AVAILABLE FOR A DAY

KINDERGARTEN AS A COMMUNITY SERVICE.

NO BUILDING GRANT.WAS REGEIVED BY THE CHURGH
AND IN ORDER TS CONFORM TO.DERPARTMENT OF HEALTH REGULATIONS
ESSENTIAL EQUIPMENT BOTH INDOOR AND OUTDOORWAS PROVIDED AT
THE OUTSET. IN 1959 A FULL SERVICE WAS INITIATED WITH
CHILDREN FROW ALL DENOMINATIONS AND AREAS BEIMNG ADMITTED.,

THE MANAGEMENT OF THE PRE-SCHOOL IS IN THE
HANDS OF A COUNCIL OF ELEVEN PERSONS TWO OF WHOM ARE
TRUSTEES OF THE CHURCH, TWO ARE PARENTS OF CHILDREN ATTEND-
ING THE CENTRE, AND THREE ARE MEMBERS OF THE PARENTS AND
FRIENDS ASSOCIATION (SUNDAY SCHOOL); THE MINISTER OF THE
CHURCH 1S PRESIDENT AND CHAIRMAN, AND THE HONORARY SECRETARY,,
HONORARY ASSISTANT SEGRETARY, HONORARY TREASURER AND
HONORARY ASSI|STANT TREASURER ARE OFFICF—BEARERS

A Laples! SUB- COMMITTEE OF SEVEN MDTHERS OF
CHILDREN ATTENDING THE PRE-SCHOOL DEALS WITH SUCH MATTERS AS
- FUND RAISING, CHILDREN'S ENTERTAINMENTS, SOCIAL EVENTS,
REPLENISHING DOMESTIC SUPPLIES, REPAIRING TOYS ETG.

PINE-NOKT__PRE-SCHOOL _ASSOCIATION

A PUBLIC MEETIN&-HAS BEEN HELD TO
INTEREST PEOPLE IN THE NORTH RINGWOOD
AREA AND THREE SITES GIVEN BY THE
COUNCIL WERE DISCUSSED.

THE MAJORITY DECISION WENT TO LOT 16, HYcIEA

PARADE WHICH IS HIGH oON LOUGHNAN'S HiILL., THE SITE WiLL
SERVE PEOPLE AT THE BACK OF ‘THE HILL, AND RELIEVE THE LONG
WAITING LIST AT NORWOOD PRE-ScHOOL, IT IS ANTICIPATED

THAT THE FUNDS FOR THIS BUILDING WILL BE RAISED BY A
CO-0PERATIVE SCHEME,
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ST. ANDREW'S PRESBYTERIAN KINDERGARTEN

AT PRESENT, THIS IS THE ONLY CENTRE IN THE AREA
WORK ING UNDER TEMPORARY CONDIT [ONS WITH NO VERY
CLEAR IDEA OF WHAT LIES-AHEAD. BEGAUSE HOUSES

IN THIS IMMEDIATE AREA ARE A GONSIDERABLE DISTANCE
FROM EXISTING CENTRES, AND TRANSPORT' IS A PROBLEM,
IT WAS FELT AROUND.THE END OF 1961, THAT SOMEHOW A
CENTRE.SHOULD BE ESTABLISHED ON THE SOUTH SIDE OF
CANTERBURY ROAD.

THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURGCH MADE THEIR HALL AVAILABLE
AND THOUGH THE GENTRE IS NON-DENOMINAT IONAL, THEY TOOK AN
ACTIVE INTEREST I[N THE -ESTABLISHMENT: OF. THE KINDERGARTEN.

IN I TS PRESENT FORM THE COST WAS IN THE VIGINITY OF
£1000, THIS INCLUDES ALL INDOOR AND .OUTDOOR EQU IPMENT,
MODIFICATIONS TO THE CHURCH BUILDING AND THE FENGING AND
GENERAL GROUNDS FORMING THE PLAY AREA. THE GROUNDS INCLUD-
ING SAND-PIT AND TAN BARK AREA, THE CONCRETE PATHS AND LAWNS
AND NEW SEPTIC TANK AND TOILET FACILITIES, WERE PLANNED WITH
A VIEW TO I'NCORPORATION IN.THE NEW BUILDING WHICH WILL
ULT IMATELY BE BUILT., 44

. MONEY WAS RAISED RRIMARILY BY INTEREST-FREE LOANS

OF £5 FOR 3 YEARS, BY INTERESTED PARENTS AND FRIENDS. THE
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH HAS GIVEN DONATIONS TOWARDS SPEGIFIGC WORKS
AS WELL AS A GENEROUS LOAN, AND THE BALANCE OF MONEY HAS BEEN
RAISED AND DONATED BY THE MOTHERS' AUXILIARY.

THE CENTRE OPENED IN FEBRUARY 1962 WITH A FULL QUOTA
OF CHILDREN ‘AND A LONG WAITING LIST. THE MANAGEMENT CONS|STS
OF A COMMITTEE OF TWELVE - SIX ARE ELECTED 'BY THE CHURCH AND
INCLUDES THE MINISTER, AND SIX ARE ELECTED AT THE ANNUAL
MEETING BY THE ASSEMBLY AND ARE USUALLY PARENTS OF GHILDREN
ATTENDING KINDERGARTEN. EXECUTIVE OFFICERS ARE PRESIDENT,
SECRETARY, TREASURER AND ROSTER SECRETARY. THis COMMITTEE IS
IN GHARGE QF‘ALL AFFAIRS CONGERNING THE AGTUAL KINDERGARTEN
AND" CONTROLS® ALL MONIES, EXCLUDING A SEPARATE ACCOUNT HELD BY
TIT MoTHERS! AUXILIARY WHICH- HAS A PRESIDENT, VICE-PRESIDENT,
SECRETARY AND TREASURER.
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OTHER  SERVICES FOR  CHILDREN

) [N i i 2
il Eiﬂgﬂggg ’ =

: IN ADDITION TO THE EIGHT PRE-SCHOOLS JUST
DESCRIBED, THERE ARE THREE INFANT WELFARE CENTRES.
ONE ‘1S IN Clvic PLACE IN THE GENTRE OF THE CITY; ONE
IN HEATHMONT ADJACENT TO HEATHMONT KINDERGARTEN, AND
ONE IN EAST RINGWOOD ADJAGENT TO THE SHOPPING AREA.

RINGWOOD CITY COUNCIL SPONSORS AN EFFICIENT
HOME-HELP SERVICE UNDER THE SUPERYISION OF SISTER
N. GIBSON — ONE OF THE HEALTH [NSPECTORS ON THE COUNGCIL
STAFF.

REGUL AR IMMUNISAT |'ON PROGRAMS ARE GARRIED OUT
UNDER THE TIRECTION OF RINGWoOD's MeEDIcAL OFFICER -
DR. W.E. HEWITT.

[N ORDER TO RETAIN AS MUCH OF THE RURAL ATMOSPHERE
AS POSSIBLE, THE COUNCIL HAS GENEROUSLY SET AsIDE 35
AREAS FOR CHILDREN'S PLAYGROUNDS. . THE ‘RINGWOOD CITY
COUNGIL HAS INSTALLED STURDY PLAYGROUND EQUIPMENT ON THESE
PLAYGROUNDS. THE RINGW0OOD HENLEY CARNIVAL COMMITTEE
HAS RAISED FUNDS TO PURCHASE AND INSTAL THE EQUIPMENT AND
A SUBSIDY FOR THIS WORK HAS BEEN OBTAINED FROM THE STATE
GOVERNMENT . : '

FOR THE PAST NINE YEARS, I[N EAST RINGWOOD
COMMUNITY HALL, A SMALL CHILDREN'S LIBRARY HAS FUNCTIONED,
SUPPORTED AND MAINTAINED BY THE VOLUNTARY ASSISTANCE OF
A SMALL BUT ENTHUSIASTIC GOMMITTEE. THIS 1S OPEN TO
ANY CHILD LIVING IN RINGWOOD, AND IS OPEN TWI3E WEEKLY
FOR EXCHANGE OF BOOKS. '

SCHOOLS.
THERE ARE EIGHT PRIMARY SCHOOLS WITH A FURTHER
“TWO ANTICIPATED EY 1965. THERE ARE TwO HlgH ScHOOLS

AND ONE TEGHNICAL ScHoOL.

AMONG THE DENOMINATIONAL SCHOOLS ARE ONE CHURGCH
0oF ENGLAND, TWO PRIMARY CATHOLIC, AND—onNe NEW CATHOLIC
SE GONDARYSGHUUL , A



