CHINESE COMMISSIONER

VISIT TO BALLARAT

The Chinese Imperial Commissioner, Hwang Hon Cheng, who recently arrived in Victoria on behalf of the Chinese Government, paid a visit to Ballarat last evening, and was entertained by his fellow countrymen at a dinner at the Bow Leong rooms, Main street.  The commissioner, who came up by the express, was accompanied by his secretary and Mr Ah Ket, the well-known Chinese barrister, of Melbourne; but some disappointment was expressed by the fact that he did not wear his official robes, being attired in the more sombre European dress.  Mr W. D. M’Kee presided at the dinner, on the invitation of the Bow Leong Society, and in addition to representative Chinese residents, three were also present the mayor of the city (Cr. J. J. Brokenshire), Crs. R. Pearse, G. Crocker (City), J. R. Elsworth, A. Mackenzie, J. A. M’Neil, A. Levy, G. Bunting, F. Penhalluriack (Town),Col. Williams, Mr. J. Gent, Messrs. F. J. Martell (director of the School of Mines), A. W. Hager (president of the Orphan Asylum), A. Kenny (superintendent), R. G. Fitzgerald (clerk of courts at Ballarat East), J. Trethowan, A. A. Buley, Serg Dalton, and others.  Apologies were received from the mayor of the town Revs. J. West Lau, Dr Cairns, Hon. J. Y. M’Donald, L. Lederman, C. C. Shoppee and others.  The gathering was a very cordial one, and the hospitality of the Chinese was greatly appreciated.
After the loyal toasts, “The King” and “The Emperor of China,” had been honoured, the chairman extended a hearty welcome on behalf of the society and others to the commissioner.  Mr M’Kee said he was privileged to speak in behalf of the Chinese.  There was a warm feeling of friendship between them and himself, and his services were always at their command.  If he were in China he would desire that a similar compliment would be extended to him.  They were all pleased the Emperor of China had sent the commissioner to establish consulates in Australia with a view of the empire understanding the feelings of Australasia better than they did at present.  He hoped the commissioner would have opportunity of visiting some of their industries, as they desired him to gain all the scientific and practical knowledge of those industries that he could.

The toast of “The Commissioner” was proposed by Col. Williams who expressed pleasure at the visit of a gentleman of education and attainments to look into the condition of the XXXX in Australia.  He hoped the commissioner would carry away a correct impression.  In Australia they had nothing to conceal; they hoped to be understood.  (Applause.)  No intelligent man had the temerity to condescend to patronise China, one of the richest countries in the world, with a civilisation dating back thousands of years.  In the matter of population alone it was equal to one-third of the world.  They heard a lot about the “awakening of China.”  They hoped it would be humane, just, and considerate if it had power.  He hoped the commissioner would be satisfied with what he saw.  The law of filial relation to the children was strictly observed in China, and he did not know whether it would not be a good thing if they had a little more of that religion here.  It would be a fair thing to tell the commissioner that while he might inquire into the labour laws, the basis of these laws was not a desire to oppress but to enable every man to obtain the same conditions they expected from their own people.  If he gained that impression he felt they would be fairly treated.  (Applause.)

Mayor Brokenshire supported the toast.  They had, he said, in the Chinese a most law-abiding people.  Their behaviour was an example to the British citizens.  They were quiet, inoffensive men, and they toiled hard, even on Sundays.  (Laughter.)

Mr Ah Ket;  That is what the government does with the railway employees.  (Laughter.)

The Commissioner replied through Mr Ah Ket, who in a graceful speech acknowledged the toast.  The commissioner had, he said been delighted with what he had seen of the country – he believed it to be one of the finest in the world – and he greatly appreciated the hospitality extended to him.  (Applause.)

The Chairman proposed the toast of “The health of Mr Ah Ket,” and paid a tribute to his ability.  It was satisfactory to see that he had risen to such a position, and it might be that in the future he would be asked to occupy a position on the bench.  (Applause.)

Mr Ah Ket, in response, said he had not come prepared to make a speech.  He had come to Ballarat to have a quiet evening with his friends, and as soon as he arrived he had been whirled away in a motor car to a place where he found an aggregation of East and West.  He was pleased to see them commingled at the festive board.  That suggested the idea that East and West could meet together without friction.  Misunderstandings arose only because men were superficial.  If they threw off outer garments they would know each other better.  He looked forward to the time when nations would understand each other.  It was by an interchange of visits that such things could be accomplished, and nations would then live at peace with each other.  (Applause.)

Other toasts were also honored.
